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LIV IN G  A S  A N  A LIE N  

( P r e f ace )  

 

 I  s t u d i ed  t h e  w o r d  o f  G o d  an d  b egan  t o  i m p l em en t  w h a t  I  h ad  r ead .   

I  d a r ed  t o  b e l i ev e  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  w o r k s  b y d i r ec t l y  ap p l yi n g  i t  t o  

s i t u a t i o n s  a s  t h ey a r o s e  i n  m y l i f e .   S o o n ,  t h o s e  a r o u n d  m e  b egan  t o  a c t  

s t r an ge l y t o w ar d  m e  a s  i f  I  w e r e  s o m ew h a t  s t r an ge ,  a l i en .  

 J am es ,  a  N ew  t e s t am en t  w r i t e r  s a i d ,  “Bu t  b e  ye  d o e r s  o f  t h e  w o r d ,  

an d  n o t  h ea r e r s  o n l y,  d ece i v i n g  yo u r  o w n  s e l v e s . ”  ( J am es  1 : 2 2 )   R ead i n g  

t h e  W o r d  w i t h o u t  a c t i n g  o n  i t  i s  t o  d ece i v e  o u r  o w n  s e l v e s .  

 T h e r e  w as  a  t i m e  w h en  I  w o u l d  r ead  t h e  B i b l e  an d  f ee l  go o d  

s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  i f  I  m e r e l y r ead  t h e  w o r d  m y l i f e  w o u l d  ch an ge ,  n o t  s o .   

S eed s  p l an t ed  i n  t h e  g r o u n d  w i l l  p r o d u ce .    I  l e a r n ed  t o  p l an t  t h e  s eed  o f  

t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  b y r ece i v i n g  i t ,  an d  a t t en d i n g  t o  i t  b y s eek i n g  t o  ap p l y 

i t  t o  m y l i f e .   W h a t  I  l e a r n ed  w as  t h e  ap p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  W o r d  t o  m y l i f e  

i s  an  ac t  o f  f a i t h .    J e s u s  s a i d  i n  J o h n  6 : 6 3 ,  “ I t  i s  t h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  

q u i ck en e t h ;  t h e  f l e s h  p r o f i t e t h  n o t h i n g :  t h e  w o r d s  t h a t  I  s p eak  u n t o  yo u ,  

t h ey  a r e  s p i r i t ,  an d  t h ey  a r e  l i f e . ”   W as  H e  s p eak i n g  o n l y o f  t h e  w o r d s  H e  

s p o k e  d i r ec t l y  i n  N ew  T es t am en t  b o o k s :  M a t t h ew ,  M ar k ,  Lu k e ,  an d  J o h n ?   

T h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  i n s p i r ed  t h e  O l d  T es t am en t  p r o p h e t s  an d  N ew  

T es t am en t  w r i t e r s  t o  w r i t e  H i s  w o r d s .   J e s u s  gav e  u s  ap o s t l e s ,  p r o p h e t s ,  

ev an ge l i s t s ,  p a s t o r s  an d  t e ach e r s  f o r  t h e  ed i f yi n g ,  b u i l d i n g  u p  o f  t h e  

ch u r ch .   T h u s ,  a l l  o f  t h e  w o r d s  w e  r ead  o r  h av e  r ead  i n  t h e  B i b l e  a r e  t h e  

v e r y W o r d  o f  G o d .  
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 T h e  s co p e  o f  t h i s  b o o k  d o es  n o t  ad d r e s s  t h e  s u b j ec t  o f  t h e  W o r d  o f  

G o d  o n  a  l a r ge  s ca l e .   W h a t  t h i s  b o o k  d o e s  ad d r e s s  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  W o r d  

o f  G o d  i n  p a r t i cu l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  r e l a t ed  i n  t h i s  co l l e c t i o n  o f  s h o r t  

s t o r i e s .   T h es e  ex ce r p t s  f r o m  t h e  l i f e  o f  o u r  f am i l y s h o w  h o w  G o d ’ s  W o r d  

w o r k s  i n  ev e r yt h i n g  w e  d o .  

 S o m e t i m es  C h r i s t i an s  h av e  an n o u n ced  i n  e f f ec t :  “ I  w as  a  p au p e r ,  

n o w  I  am  a  k i n g . ”  o r ,  “ I  w as  p o o r ,  n o w  I  am  r i ch . ”  V e r y l i t t l e  t i m e  w as  

s p en t  ex p l a i n i n g ,  i n  t e r m s  ea s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  t h e  m i d d l e  g r o u n d  b e t w een  

f a i l u r e  an d  s u cce s s .   W h a t  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  l ed  t o  t h i s  b l e s s i n g?   T h i n gs  

j u s t  d o  n o t  h ap p en  b ecau s e  h ap p en i n gs  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  s o m e t h i n g .   

O t h e r w i s e ,  p eo p l e  h av e  a  t en d en cy t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  ex p e r i en ce s  o n  s o m eo n e  

e l s e ’ s  f i n a l  p r o n o u n cem en t  m i n u s  t h e  m i d d l e  g r o u n d .   M an y p e r s o n s  

i n c l u d i n g  m ys e l f  h av e ,  a t  t i m es ,  b u i l t  t h e i r  h o u s e s  o n  s u ch  u n d ev e l o p ed  

s o i l .  

 T h e  Lo r d ’ s  W o r d  en ab l e s  u s  t o  w a l k  i n  t h e  r ea l m  o f  t h e  m i r acu l o u s .   

W h i l e  ex p e r i en ce s  a r e  u n i q u e  t o  e ach  o f  u s ,  t h e  W o r d  i s  n o t .   T h e  am o u n t  

o f  i n i t i a l  f a i t h  i s  n o t  a s  i m p o r t an t  a s  h o w  w e  u s e  w h a t  w e  h av e  w h en  w e  

r e s o l v e  t o  b eg i n  o u r  f a i t h  j o u r n ey.  

 W e ,  w h o  accep t ed  J e s u s  a s  t h e  S av i o r ,  t h e  A n o i n t ed  O n e ,  h av i n g  

r i s en  f r o m  t h e  d ead ,  t h e  S o n  o f  G o d ,  a r e ,  o r  s h o u l d  b e ,  p a r t ak e r s  o f  G o d ’ s  

p r o m i s e s .   I f  w e  a r e  p a r t ak e r s  w e  r e s t  i n  f a i t h .   I f  w e  t h i n k  w e  m u s t  b e  an  

ap o s t l e ,  p r o p h e t ,  ev an ge l i s t ,  p a s t o r ,  o r  a  t e ach e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  p a r t ak e  o f  

H i s  d i v i n e  n a t u r e ,  f o r ge t  i t .   H i s  n a t u r e  i s  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  w h o  d a r e  t o  

b e l i ev e  an d  ac t  o n  H i s  W o r d .  

 D av i d ,  t h e  p s a l m i s t  o f  o l d ,  s a i d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  P s a l m s  8 2 : 5 ,  “ .  .  

. [ A ] l l  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  ea r t h  a r e  o u t  o f  co u r s e . ”   T h e  f a l l  o f  m an  i n  

t h e  ga r d en  o f  E d en  s p o i l ed  a l l  t h a t  w as  p e r f ec t .   J e s u s ,  t h e  au t h o r  an d  

f i n i s h e r  o f  o u r  f a i t h  co u n t e r ed  t h e  f a l l  b y g i v i n g  u p  H i s  l i f e  o n  t h e  c r o s s  

t h a t  w e  m i gh t  w a l k  i n  n ew n es s  o f  l i f e .   W e  d o  n o t  w a l k  i n  t h e  ga r d en  a s  
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m an  d i d  b e f o r e  t h e  f a l l ,  n o w  w e  a r e  b e t t e r  o f f  b ecau s e  t h e  k i n gd o m  o f  

h eav en ,  t h e  ga r d en ,  i s  w i t h i n  u s .    

 A  C h r i s t i an  w h o  ac t u a l l y  s p eak s  an d  l i v e s  b y t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  i s  

a l i en  t o  S a t an .   S a t an ’ s  d ev i ce s  f a i l  w h en  w e  accep t ,  an d  co n t i n u a l l y 

ap p l y b y f a i t h ,  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  i n  o u r  l i v e s .   I f  w e  a r e  a l i en  t o  S a t an ,  

w h a t  a r e  w e  t o  t h e  h u m an  r ace?  

 T h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  ea r t h  m ay b e  o u t  o f  co u r s e ,  b u t  w e  a r e  

s t an d i n g  o n  a  f i r m  f o u n d a t i o n ,  J e s u s  t h e  S o n  o f  G o d .   H ey,  i n  J e s u s ’  d ay 

an d  t i m e ,  p eo p l e  t h o u gh t  H e  w as  a l i en  t o o !     W h a t  s t o p s  u s  f r o m  m o v i n g  

ah ead ,  ap p l yi n g  t h e  w o r d  o f  G o d  an d  w a t ch i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s ?   A ga i n ,  w e  a r e  

o n l y a l i en  t o  t h e  h ea t h en  w o r l d ,  n o t  t o  G o d !   D a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  o f  G o d  

w h en  H e  r e t u r n s  a s  o n e  w h o  i s  “Li v i n g  A s  A n  A l i en ! ”  
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T A BLE  O F  C O N T E N T S  

 

P r e f ace  

1 .  Bas k e t b a l l  A n yo n e?         1 0  

2 .  B i n d i n g  & Lo o s i n g        1 4  

3 .  C h i ck en s  A r e  Fo w l  T h i n gs        1 7  

4 .  C r o s s i n g  A  R i v e r         2 2  

5 .  E as y D o es  I t          2 8  

6 .  E d u ca t i o n :  W h o  N eed s  I t ?           3 4  

7 .  F i s h i n g           4 2  

8 .  I  Lo v e  Y o u          4 5  

9 .  H e r e  K i t t y ,  K i t t y ,  K i t t y          4 9  

1 0 .  N eed  A  N ew  J o b ?         5 4  

1 1 .  N eed  A n o t h e r  J o b ?        6 1  

1 2 .  N eed ed :  A  Li t t l e  E x t r a  C as h       6 7  

1 3 .  O f  B l o w n  R ad i a t o r  H o s es        7 0  

1 4 .  O f  M o v i n g ,  C l o u d s ,  an d  R a i n       7 4  

1 5 .  R eco n v eyan ce          7 8  

1 6 .  S n o w           8 2  

1 7 .  S p o o k s           8 6  

1 8 .  S p o t s           9 3  

1 9 .  T h e  C an  M an          9 6  

2 0 .  T h e  D ay T h e  F l u  F l ew             1 0 7  

2 1 .  ‘ T i l  D ea t h  D o  U s  P a r t        1 1 0  

2 2 .  W as h e r s ,  Bew ar e !        1 1 5  

2 3 .  W h a t  A r e  Id o l s ?        1 1 8  

2 4 .  W h a t  Lan gu age  D o  Y o u  S p eak ?      1 2 3  
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2 5 .  W h a t  W er e  Y o u  D o i n g?       1 3 3  

2 6 .  W h er e  A r e  T h o s e  P a j am as ?      1 3 6  

2 7 .  W h er e  C o m e t h  T h e  W i n d ?      1 3 9  

2 8 .  Y o u  S a i d  T o  S ay W h a t ?       1 4 3  

2 9 .  Zi o n ’ s  M o u n t         1 4 9  

3 0 .  A  P a r t i n g  W o r d         1 5 6  
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BA S K E T BA LL A N Y O N E ?  

 

 W h i l e  I  w as  a t t en d i n g  P o r t l an d  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  P o r t l an d ,  

O r ego n ,  I  d r o v e  an  ac t i v i t y  b u s  f o r  ex t r a  p o ck e t  ch an ge .   A c t u a l l y ,  m y 

p r i m a r y i n co m e  w as  d e r i v ed  f r o m  d r i v i n g  a  b u s .   M y t a s k  o n e  d ay w as  t o  

t ak e  a  b u s  t o  t h e  U n i o n  P ac i f i c  R a i l r o ad  s t a t i o n .   T w en t y  o r  s o  f o l k s  

w o u l d  b e  w a i t i n g  a t  a  r e s t au r an t  t h e r e  f o r  m e  t o  d e l i v e r  t h em  t o  t h e  

P o r t l an d  C o l i s eu m  t o  a t t en d  a  b a s k e t b a l l  p l ay - o f f  b e t w een  t h e  P o r t l an d  

T r a i l b l az e r s  an d  t h e  S ea t t l e  S u p e r s o n i c s .   T h es e  t e am s  w e r e  h ead - t o - h ead  

f o r  t h e  1 9 7 6  N a t i o n a l  Bas k e t b a l l  A s s o c i a t i o n  ch am p i o n s h i p .   P o r t l an d  

w as  “R ed - H o t - A n d - R o l l i n ’ ”  an d  en e r gy am o n g  b a s k e t b a l l  s p o r t  f an s  w as  

i m m eas u r ab l y h i gh .   T h e  ev en i n g  w as  f a i r l y  co o l .   I  a r r i v ed  o n  t i m e  a t  t h e  

r e s t au r an t .   T h e  p eo p l e  b o a r d ed  t h e  b u s  an d  w e  s t a r t ed  f o r  t h e  co l i s eu m .   

W e  a r r i v ed  f i f t e en  m i n u t e s  l a t e r  an d  f o u n d  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  w as  f i l l ed  t o  

c ap ac i t y;  h o w ev e r ,  I  m an aged  t o  ge t  t h e  p eo p l e  t o  t h e  d o o r  an d  f o u n d  a  

p l ace  t o  p a r k .   A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  gam e  w as  ab o u t  f o r t y m i n u t e s  

aw ay.  

 I  t h o u gh t  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  gam e  w as  go i n g  o n ,  I  w o u l d  p u t  t h e  t i m e  t o  

go o d  u s e .   I  w o u l d  s t ay i n  t h e  b u s  an d  d o  s o m e  s ch o o l  h o m ew o r k ,  an d  u s e  
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i t s  d o m e  l i gh t s  t o  s ee  w h a t  I  w as  d o i n g .   T h i s  a r r an gem en t  l a s t ed  f o r  n o  

l o n ge r  t h an  t w en t y m i n u t e s  t h o u gh ,  a s  t h e  n u m b i n g  co l d  f r o m  o u t s i d e  

s eem e d  t o  c r eep  i n  f r o m  n o w h e r e ;  t h e  b u s  h ea t e r  m u s t  h av e  ch eck ed  o u t  

l a s t  yea r .   In c i d en t a l l y ,  I  f o u n d  a t  l e a s t  t en  d i f f e r en t  w ays  t o  s i t  o n  a  b u s  

s ea t .   T o o  co l d  an d  c r am p ed  t o  co n t r o l  m y s t u d y p l an ,  I  p u t  m y b o o k s  

aw ay,  t u r n ed  o f f  t h e  en g i n e ,  l o ck ed  u p  t h e  b u s ,  an d  h ead ed  f o r  t h e  m a i n  

l o b b y.    W a t ch i n g  t h e  gam e  s eem ed  t o  b e  a  go o d  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  s i t t i n g  i n  

t h e  b u s .   A l t h o u gh  I  w as  n o t  m u ch  o f  a  s p o r t s  f an ,  b e i n g  i n s i d e  s u r e l y 

w o u l d  b ea t  t h e  co l d .  

 G e t t i n g  t h r o u gh  t h e  c r o w d  w as  an  o r d ea l ,  i t  w as  a  t h r o n g .   A s  I  

h ead ed  t o w ar d  t h e  ga t e ,  I  h o p ed  b ecau s e  I  w as  a  b u s  d r i v e r  t h e  au t h o r i t i e s  

m i gh t  a l l o w  m e  t o  s t an d  i n  t h e  a i s l e s  an d  w a t ch  t h e  gam e .   I  w as  h a l t ed  a t  

t h e  ga t e .   T h e  f i r e  M ar s h a l  h ad  d ec r eed  n o  o n e  w as  t o  s t an d  i n  t h e  a i s l e s .   

W h a t  w as  I  t o  d o ?  

 A  q u i ck  ch eck  o f  m y f i n an c i a l  r e s o u r ce s  r ev ea l ed  a  w h o p p i n g  $ 1 . 5 0 .   

I  h ad  a  co u p l e  o f  ch o i ce s  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .   O n e ,  s t an d  t h e r e ,  o r  t w o ,  p r ay.   

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w as  f i t  f o r  G o d ’ s  W o r d .  

 I  h ad ,  a  f ew  d ays  b e f o r e ,  h ap p en ed  u p o n  a  v e r y p o w er f u l  p r o m i s e  

f o u n d  i n  M a t t h ew  2 1 : 2 2 .   I  r e ad ,  “A n d  a l l  t h i n gs  s o ev e r  ye  s h a l l  a s k  i n  

p r aye r ,  b e l i ev i n g ,  ye  s h a l l  r e ce i v e . ”   P r ev i o u s l y,  I  s a t  b e f o r e  G o d ,  o p en ed  

H i s  w o r d  an d  d ec l a r ed ,  “Fa t h e r ,  I  b e l i ev e  t h i s  B i b l e  t o  b e  t h e  i n e r r an t  

W o r d  o f  G o d .   I  w i l l  d o  a s  i t  s ays .   I  w i l l  b e l i ev e  i t  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t .   

T each  m e  f r o m  yo u r  H o l y W o r d  b y yo u r  S p i r i t .   I  r en o u n ce  an y an d  a l l  

t e ach i n gs  an d  t r ad i t i o n s  I  h av e  h ad  t o  d a t e  s o  yo u  w i l l  h av e  f e r t i l e  

gr o u n d  i n  w h i ch  t o  d o  yo u r  go o d  w o r k .   A m en . ”  

 I  w as  s t u p i d  en o u gh  b y w o r l d l y s t an d a r d s  t o  d o  w h a t  I  s a i d ,  b e l i ev e  

t h e  W o r d .   T h u s ,  en co u r aged  b y t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  a l o n g  w i t h  a  h ea r t  f u l l  

o f  f a i t h  an d  $ 1 . 5 0 ,  I  a s k ed  G o d  f o r  a  t i ck e t  t o  t h e  gam e .   W i t h  a  v e r y 

s i m p l e  p r aye r ,  p l a i n ,  w i t h  n o  e l ab o r a t i o n  I  p r ayed  t h u s l y,  “Lo r d  yo u r  

W o r d  s ays  t h a t  w h a t ev e r  I  a s k  i n  p r aye r  b e l i ev i n g ,  I  s h a l l  r e ce i v e .   I  a s k ;  
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t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  J e s u s ’  N am e ,  f o r  a  t i ck e t  t o  t h e  gam e  an d  t h an k  yo u  f o r  i t  i n  

ad v an ce .   A m en . ”  

 I  i m m ed i a t e l y b egan  t o  l o o k  f o r  p r o s p ec t i v e  t i ck e t - g i v e r s .   W as  I  

k o o k y?   N o ,  I  h ad  p r ayed .   I  b e l i ev ed  G o d  h ad  h e a r d  m e  an d  w o u l d  g i v e  

m e  a  t i ck e t .   I  b egan  t o  l o o k  ex p ec t an t l y.   G o d  w i l l  n o t  l e t  H i s  k i d s  d o w n  

n o  m a t t e r  h o w  o l d  t h ey a r e .   I  h ad  n o  i d ea  h o w  t h e  t i ck e t  w o u l d  b e  

m an i f e s t ed ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  b e  m an i f e s t ed .   I  co n t i n u ed  t o  t h an k  an d  p r a i s e  

G o d .  

 I  s aw  t h e  t i c k e t  s ca l p e r s  o u t s i d e  an d  w o n d e r ed  i f  t h ey w o u l d  l e t  a  

t i ck e t  go  f o r  $ 1 . 5 0 .   I  l o o k ed  a t  f a ce s  a l l  a r o u n d  m e .   I  w as  u n d au n t ed  

b ecau s e  G o d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e .  

 T h e  c r o w d  t h i n n ed ,  an d  s o o n  t h e  l o b b y o u t s i d e  t h e  ga t e  w as  em p t y 

s av e  f o r  a  co u p l e  o f  co l i s eu m  s u p e r v i s o r s ,  k n o w n  a s  “R ed co a t s ”  b ecau s e  

o f  t h e  r ed  co a t s  t h ey w o r e ,  an d  m ys e l f .   I  w as  s t i l l  co n f i d en t .  

 Lo o k i n g  t o  m y l e f t ,  I  r e co gn i z ed  a  f e l l o w  w h o  a t t en d ed  a  ch u r ch  

ac r o s s  t o w n .   H e  s aw  m e  a t  t h e  s am e  t i m e ,  an d  w a l k ed  o v e r  t o  t h e  

t u r n s t i l e  w h e r e  I  w as  s t an d i n g .   W e  s a i d  t h e  u s u a l  s t u f f .  

 “H e l l o ,  h o w  a r e  yo u ? ”  

 “ I  am  f i n e .   H o w  a r e  yo u ? ”  

 “T h e  s am e . ”  

 H e  a s k ed  w h a t  I  w as  d o i n g .   D i d  I  h av e  a  t i ck e t ?   I  r e s p o n d ed  w i t h ,  

“N o t  p r e s en t l y, ”  m ean i n g  “N o t  i n  m y h an d . ”   H e  s a i d  h e  w as  h o l d i n g  t w o  

t i ck e t s  f o r  a  co u p l e  o f  f r i en d s  w h o  w e r e  d u e  i n  f r o m  A s t o r i a ,  O r ego n ,  a  

co a s t a l  t o w n  ap p r o x i m a t e l y n i n e t y m i l e s  n o r t h w es t  o f  P o r t l an d .   

T o ge t h e r ,  t h ey w e r e  go i n g  t o  w a t ch  t h e  gam e .   W e  t a l k ed  f o r  a  f ew  

m i n u t e s .   S u d d en l y,  h i s  w i f e  w a l k ed  b y.  

 “H i ,  J ay,  h av e  yo u  go t  a  t i ck e t ? ”  S h e  a s k ed .  

 “N o t  p r e s en t l y, ”  I  r ep l i ed .  

 S h e  t o l d  t h e  gu y t o  h u r r y u p ,  t h e  gam e  h ad  s t a r t ed .   W e  co u l d  h ea r  

t h e  c r o w d  an d  t h e  s t a r t i n g  h o r n s  i n  t h e  b ack gr o u n d .   W h en  s h e  a s k ed  t h e  
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gu y w h e t h e r  h e  h ad  s een  t h e  co u p l e  f r o m  A s t o r i a ,  h e  r ep l i ed  h e  h ad  n o t .   

S h e  l e f t ,  r e t u r n i n g  a  co u p l e  o f  m i n u t e s  l a t e r .   S h e  s aw  h e r  h u s b an d  an d  I  

w e r e  s t i l l  t a l k i n g .  

 “H ey, ”  s h e  s a i d ,  “g i v e  J ay a  t i ck e t ,  t h e  gam e  h a s  s t a r t ed ! ”  

 “G i v e  m e  an o t h e r  f i v e  m i n u t e s , ”  h e  s a i d  i n  r e s p o n s e .  

 M y h ea r t  l e ap t ,  b u t  I  r em a i n ed  ca l m .   A f t e r  a l l ,  I  k n ew  t h i s  w o u l d  

h ap p en .   T h r ee  o f  t h e  f i v e  m i n u t e s  h ad  n o t  p a s s ed  w h en  t h e  gu y ca l l ed  t o  

a  p a s s i n g  R ed co a t .   T h e  gu y gav e  t h e  R ed co a t  a  t i ck e t  t o  l e t  m e  i n t o  t h e  

gam e .   T h e  en t i r e  p r o ce s s  t o o k  ab o u t  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s .  

 W e  w en t  i n  an d  s a t  d o w n  i n  a  go o d  s ea t  l o ca t i o n  w h e r e  w e  co u l d  

s ee  ev e r yt h i n g .   W h en  h a l f - t i m e  cam e ,  t h e  gu y a s k ed  m e  i f  I  w o u l d  l i k e  

s o m e t h i n g  t o  d r i n k .   I  s a i d ,  “Y es . ”  an d  b egan  t o  d i g  i n  m y p o ck e t s  f o r  m y 

$ 1 . 5 0 .   T h e  gu y s aw  m e  an d  a s  h e  p u t  u p  h i s  h an d  s a i d ,  “ I t ’ s  o n  m e ,  w h a t  

w o u l d  yo u  l i k e? "   W o n d e r f u l !   I  h ad  n o t  a s k ed  G o d  f o r  an yt h i n g  t o  d r i n k .  

 T h e  gam e  en d ed  w i t h  t h e  P o r t l an d  t e am  t h e  d ec i s i v e  v i c t o r s .   T h e  

c r o w d  ch ee r ed !   I  ch ee r ed  t o o !   T h e  Lo r d  h ad  h ea r d  m e  an d  an s w er ed  m y 

p r aye r .  

 W h e r e  i s  t h e  b l e s s i n g  i f  w e  p r ay an d  h av e  n o  an s w er s  w e  can  s ee?   I  

w i l l  t e l l  yo u ,  n o w h e r e .   A  s i m p l e  ac t  o f  ap p l yi n g  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  t o  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  b r o u gh t  r e s u l t s .   T h e  u s e  o f  f a i t h  m o v es  G o d .   I f  w e  h av e  f a i t h  

w e  w i l l  d o  s o m e t h i n g  w i t h  i t .   F r i en d ,  i f  w e  h av e  f a i t h  w e  w i l l  a s k .   W e  

d o  n o t  n eed  f i r e ,  a n  ea r t h q u ak e ,  o r  t h u n d e r  an d  l i gh t n i n g  t o  ge t  G o d ’ s  

a t t en t i o n .   A  q u i e t  p r aye r  o f  f a i t h  ga i n s  r e s u l t s .  G o d  o n l y n eed ed  t h e  

f a i t h f u l  c r y o f  o n e  p e r s o n  t o  a cco m p l i s h  g r ea t  t h i n gs .   R em em b er  t h e  

l o av es  an d  f i s h e s ?  

 O h ,  t h e  T r a i l b l az e r s  w en t  o n  t o  w i n  t h e  N BA  ch am p i o n s h i p .   O n e  

q u es t i o n :   W h o  s ays  G o d  d o es  n o t  l i k e  a  go o d  b a s k e t b a l l  gam e?  
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2  

BIN D IN G  A N D  LO O S IN G  

 

 In  M a t t h ew  1 6 : 1 9 ,  w e  r ead  w h e r e  J e s u s  w as  s p eak i n g  t o  H i s  

d i s c i p l e s .   H e  s a i d ,  “A n d  I  w i l l  g i v e  u n t o  t h ee  t h e  k eys  o f  t h e  k i n gd o m  o f  

h eav en :  an d  w h a t s o ev e r  yo u  s h a l l  b i n d  o n  ea r t h  s h a l l  b e  b o u n d  i n  h eav en ;  

an d  w h a t s o ev e r  t h o u  s h a l t  l o o s e  o n  ea r t h  s h a l l  b e  l o o s ed  i n  h eav en . ”  

 I  h a t e  t h a t  d ev i l  S a t an .   I  d e t e s t  t h e  p a i n  h e  i n f l i c t s  o n  p eo p l e ,  

u s i n g  s i ck n es s ,  d i s ea s e ,  i gn o r an ce ,  an d  h a t r ed  t o  i n f l u en ce  m en ’ s  

t h o u gh t s .   H e  go es  s o  f a r  a s  t o  p e r s u ad e  s o m e  t o  co m m i t  t e r r i b l e  c r i m es .   

S a t an  h a t e s  h u m an i t y.   W h a t  h e  h a t e s  ev en  m o r e  a r e  u s e r s  o f  t h e  W o r d  o f  

G o d ,  t h o s e  w h o  w ea r  G o d ’ s  a r m o r .   D o  w e  n o t  h av e  t h e  k eys  o f  s u r v i v a l  

i d en t i f i ed  i n  t h e  r e f e r e n ced  s c r i p t u r e?  

 I  w as  w o r k i n g  a  p a r t - t i m e  w eek en d  j o b  a s  a  s ea t i n g  h o s t  a t  a  l o ca l  

f am i l y r e s t au r an t .   I  l e f t  e a r l y f o r  w o r k .   T h e  m o r n i n g  w as  s t i l l  d a r k  an d  

a  v e r y l i gh t  f o g  l ay o v e r  t h e  a r ea ;    h o w ev e r ,  t h e  d r i v i n g  co n d i t i o n s  w e r e  

v e r y go o d .  V i s i b i l i t y  w as  u n l i m i t ed  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  

 T h o u gh t s  f i l l ed  m y h ead  w i t h  w h a t  J e s u s  h ad  s a i d  ab o u t  t h e  k eys  o f  

t h e  k i n gd o m .   In  r e s p o n s e ,  I  s p o k e  a s  I  d r o v e .   “S a t an ,  yo u  l i s t en  t o  m e  i n  

t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s !   I  b i n d  yo u  t h i s  d ay!   I  b r eak  yo u r  a s s i gn m en t  aga i n s t  
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m y f a m i l y an d  m e .   T h i s  b i n d i n g  i n c l u d es  w h e r ev e r  w e  a r e ,  w h e t h e r  a t  

h o m e ,  w o r k ,  s ch o o l ,  p l ay,  an d  a l l  l ega l ,  p h ys i ca l ,  an d  f i n an c i a l  a r ea s .  I  

d o  n o t  g i v e  yo u  p l ace .   I  r e s i s t  yo u  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  i s  w i t h i n  m e .   G r ea t e r  i s  

H e  t h a t  i s  i n  m e  t h an  h e  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  w o r l d . ”   T h en  I  s a i d ,  “A n ge l s  o f  

G o d  w h o  ex ce l  i n  s t r en g t h ,  an d  en cam p  a r o u n d  t h e  r i gh t eo u s  t o  d e l i v e r  

t h em ,  yo u  a r e  l o o s ed  i n  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s  t o  m i n i s t e r  o n  b eh a l f  o f  m y 

f am i l y an d  m e  acco r d i n g  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d .   I  co n s i d e r  i t  d o n e . ”  

 I  s p o k e  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  i n  p r aye r  an d  ex p ec t ed  t o  s ee  r e s u l t s .   

E x p ec t an cy i n  f a i t h  i s  co m b a t  f a i t h .  W i t h o u t  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d ,  w e  can  n o t  

s u r v i v e .   T h en  I  p r ayed  i n  t h e  s p i r i t ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d  co n ce r n i n g  

u s .   T h i s  k i n d  o f  p r aye r  i s  u n d e f i l ed  b y t r yi n g  t o  t h i n k  u p  t h i n gs  an d  

w ays  t o  p r ay.  W e  s p eak  a s  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  g i v e s  u s  u t t e r an ce ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  

ab i l i t y  t o  d o  s o .   I  p r a i s ed  G o d  b ecau s e  ev e r yt h i n g  w o u l d  h ap p en  a s  I  h ad  

p r ayed ,  b ecau s e  t h e  W o r d  d o es  n o t  l i e .  

 A s  I  w as  p r ayi n g  i n  t h e  S p i r i t  I  n o t i c ed  i n  m y r ea r v i e w  m i r r o r  t w o  

s e t s  o f  h ead l i gh t s .   I  co n t i n u ed  t o  p r ay,  n o t  g i v i n g  t h em  m u ch  t h o u gh t .   

N o t  a  m i n u t e  an d  a  h a l f  h ad  go n e  b y s i n ce  I  h ad  b o u n d  an d  l o o s ed ,  w h en  

s u d d en l y a  c a r  c am e  b y s o  f a s t  t h e r e  w as  n o  t i m e  t o  r e ac t .   C o n s i d e r i n g  

h o w  f a s t  t h e  c a r  p a s s ed  m e  I  gu es s ed  t h e  d r i v e r  w as  t r av e l i n g  a t  o r  o v e r  

o n e  h u n d r ed  m i l e s  an  h o u r .   A t  t h e  s am e  t i m e  t h e  ca r  w as  go i n g  b y,  m y 

ca r  w as  ab r u p t l y d i s p l aced  t o  t h e  r i gh t .   T h e  p a s s i n g  ca r  c r o s s ed  i n t o  t h e  

s p ace  m y ca r  h ad  o ccu p i ed !   A f t e r  t h e  s p eed i n g  ca r  p a s s ed ,  m y ca r  w as  

ab r u p t l y m o v ed  b ack  i n t o  t h e  l an e .   A l l  t h i s  t o o k  p l ace  i n  a  s p l i t  s e co n d .   

A s  I  s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  I  h ad  n o t  t i m e  t o  r e ac t .   I  d i d  n o t  a t  an y t i m e  m o v e  t h e  

s t e e r i n g  w h ee l .   I  h ad  e s cap ed  ce r t a i n  d ea t h .   T h e  an ge l s  o f  G o d  I  h ad  

l o o s ed  j u s t  m o m en t s  b e f o r e ,  d e l i v e r ed  m e .   I  p r a i s ed  G o d  a l l  t h a t  d ay an d  

each  d ay s i n ce  t h a t  t i m e .  

 F r i en d ,  I  h av e  h ad  m an y p eo p l e  t e l l  m e  t h a t  s cen es  s u ch  a s  t h e s e  

o n l y h ap p en s  t o  s o m e  p eo p l e ;  t h e  o t h e r  gu y.   W h en  I  s p eak  o f  h o w  G o d  

w o r k s ,  I  ge t  l o o k s  w i t h  o n e  eyeb r o w  r a i s ed .   I  k n o w  t h i s :  T h e  W o r d  o f  
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G o d  w i l l  w o r k  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  d a r e  t o  b e l i ev e  H e  w i l l  b ack  H i s  W o r d .   

D ep en d en ce  o n  G o d ’ s  W o r d  d o es  n o t  co m e  o v e r  n i gh t .   T h e  m o s t  

e f f ec t i v e  w ay t o  p a r t ak e  o f  H i s  W o r d  i s  t o  s i m p l y t o  d ec i d e  t h a t  yo u  w i l l  

b e l i ev e  i t  an d  ac t  o n  i t .   G o d  w i l l  d o  t h e  r e s t !  
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3  

C H IC K E N S  A R E  FO W L T H IN G S  

 

 I  d o  n o t  k n o w  i f  yo u  h av e  ev e r  h ad  t h e  u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y t o  d r i v e  

“ l i v e - h au l ”  f o r  a  p o u l t r y p r o ce s s i n g  co m p an y o r  n o t .   I f  yo u  h av e  n o t  yo u  

h av e  m i s s ed  a  gen u i n e  t r e a t .   Y o u  s o o n  ge t  t h a t  “ co o p ed - u p ”  f ee l i n g  

b ecau s e  yo u  a r e  w o r k i n g  f o r  “ ch i ck en  f eed . ”   O n  t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  j o b  i s  

n o t h i n g  t o  “ c r o w  ab o u t . ”   N o w ,  en o u gh  o f  t h a t  l i n e  o f  t h i n k i n g ;    

h o w ev e r ,  ev e r y n o w  an d  t h en  s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r en t  co m es  a l o n g  t o  c au s e  

o n e  t o  s i t  u p ,  t ak e  n o t i c e ,  an d  u n d e r s t an d  m an y t h i n gs  a r e  s u b j ec t  t o  

ch an ge .   T h e  l aw s  o f  p h ys i c s ,  m ech an i c s ,  an d  n a t u r e  a r e  s u b j ec t  t o  ch an ge  

a s  I  l e a r n ed  o n e  d a r k ,  w e t  n i gh t  o n  a  ch i ck en  f a r m  i n  O r ego n .  

 T h r ee  d r i v e r s  c l o ck ed  i n t o  w o r k  t h a t  n i gh t ,  an d  I  w as  o n e  o f  t h em .   

W e  p r ep a r ed  t o  t r av e l  t o  p o u l t r y a  f a r m  s o m e  s i x t y m i l e s  d i s t an t .   W e  h ad  

t w o  s em i - t r u ck s  an d  t r a i l e r s  k n o w n  a s  r i g s ,  an d  o n e  o t h e r  t r u ck  I  w as  t o  

d r i v e  s i m p l y k n o w n  a s  “ t h e  t r u ck . ”  

 N av i ga t i n g  t h r o u gh  s o m e  o f  t h e  f a r m s  w e  w en t  t o  w as  d i f f i cu l t .   

T h i s  w as  p a r t l y  d u e  t o  t h e  l en g t h  o f  t h e  b i g  t r u ck s ,  w h i ch  h ad  a  co m b i n ed  

t r u ck  an d  t r a i l e r  l en g t h  o f  ap p r o x i m a t e l y f i f t y - t w o  f ee t .   S o m e t i m es  t h e  

d i s t an ce s  b e t w een  t h e  f a r m  b u i l d i n gs  w e r e  o f  s u ch  p r o x i m i t y w e  w e r e  

u n n e r v ed  a s  w e  d r o v e  b e t w een  t h em .    O t h e r  f a r m s  h ad  s m a l l  r o ad s  
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l e ad i n g  t o  an d  f r o m  t h em ;  t h i s  f a r m  h ad  s t e ep ,  n a r r o w  r o ad s .   O n e  r o ad  

w as  t h e  h a i r - p i n  t yp e ;  i t  h ad  a  v e r y t i gh t  t u r n .   T h e  b u i l d i n gs ,  

f o r t u n a t e l y,  w e r e  ea s i l y  a cce s s i b l e .   W h en  w e  w e r e  i n  p l ace  w e  p r ep a r ed  

o u r  r i g s  f o r  l o ad i n g .  

 T h e  M en n o n i t e  m i n i s t e r  w h o  o w n ed  t h e  f a r m  w as  o cca s i o n a l l y s een  

w i n d i n g  h i s  w ay t h r o u gh  t h e  ch i ck en  b a r n  an d  a r o u n d  t h e  t r u ck s  w h e r e  w e  

w e r e  l o ad i n g  t o  m ak e  s u r e  t h a t  ev e r yt h i n g  w as  go i n g  a l l  r i gh t .   W e  w e r e  

p i ck i n g  u p  ap p r o x i m a t e l y t w en t y - f i v e  t h o u s an d  c h i ck en s .   W e  

acco m p l i s h ed  t h i s  f e a t  i n  f o u r  h o u r s  o r  l e s s  d u e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  “cau gh t ”  

t h e  ch i ck en s .   A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  ch i ck en s  w e r e  n o t  “ cau gh t . ”   D i m m i n g  t h e  

l i gh t s  i n  t h e  b a r n s  m ad e  t h e  ch i ck en s  t h i n k  i t  w as  n i gh t ;  t h ey s i m p l y w en t  

t o  s l e ep .   “H o w  d o  t h e  ch i c k en s  ge t  t o  t h e  t r u ck s ? ”   I  am  g l ad  yo u  a s k ed .  

 T h e  ch i ck en  ca t ch e r s  c am e  f r o m  n ea r b y t o w n s .   W o r k i n g  i n  t h o s e  

d i r t y ,  s m e l l y,  an d  s o m e t i m es  w e t  ch i ck en  b a r n s ,  t h e  c a t ch e r s  w o u l d  

co l l e c t  t h e  ch i ck en s ,  s i x  a t  a  t i m e ,  an d  b r i n g  t h em  t o  t h e  t r u ck .   T h e  

l o ad e r s  t h en  p l aced  t h e  ch i ck en s  i n t o  t h e  co o p s  s i t u a t ed  o n  t h e  t r u ck s .   

W e  w o r k ed  i n  v i r t u a l  d a r k n es s .  

 T h e  co o p s  s t a ck ed  f i f t e en  h i gh  an d  s i x  a c r o s s ,  m ad e  a  t o t a l  g r o u n d  

h e i gh t  an d  w i d t h  o f  t h i r t e en  b y e i gh t  f e e t .   W e  s ecu r ed  t h e  co o p s  t o  t h e  

t r u ck ’ s  t r a i l e r  w i t h  n yl o n  s t r ap s .   O n e  t i e - d o w n  s t r ap  s ecu r ed  each  r o w  o f  

co o p s .   T h e r e  w e r e  t h i r t e en  r o w s  o f  co o p s .   T h e  l o ad s  w e r e  d yn am i c ;  t h a t  

i s ,   t h ey  m o v ed ,  s h i f t i n g  o n  t h e  t r a i l e r  w h i l e  i n  t r an s i t  f r o m  t h e  f a r m  t o  

t h e  p r o ce s s i n g  p l an t .   T h e  a r r an gem en t  co u l d  b e  q u i t e  s ca r y.   I f  t h e  t r u ck  

an d  i t s  t r a i l e r  l e an ed ,  t h e  l o ad  l e an ed  f a r t h e r .   C o u p l e  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  

n a t u r a l  t w i s t i n g  o f  t h e  t r a i l e r  a s  i t  w as  p u l l ed  t h r o u gh  m u d  h o l e s  an d  

i r r egu l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  r o ad .   O n e  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  r ea r  v i ew  m i r r o r  m ad e  a  

p e r s o n  q u i ck l y d ec i d e  n o t  t o  u s e  t h em  aga i n  t o  s ee  i f  ev e r yt h i n g  w as  a l l  

r i gh t .   W e  d r i v e r s  k ep t  o u r  eye s  s t r a i gh t  ah ead  t o  r ed u ce  t h e  s ca r e  f a c t o r .  

 T h e  l a s t  ch i ck en  w as  i n  t h e  co o p ,  an d  t h e  ca t ch e r s  l e f t .   W e  b egan  

t o  s t r ap  o u r  l o ad s  d o w n  w h i ch  t o o k  ab o u t  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s .   A r o u n d  
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m i d n i gh t ,  t h e  f i r s t  t r u ck  b egan  t o  l e av e .   D r i v e r  n u m b er  t w o  f o l l o w ed  t h e  

f i r s t ;  I  b r o u gh t  u p  t h e  r ea r .  

 T h e  d r i v e r  o f  t r u ck  o n e  s w u n g  w ay o u t  t o  t h e  r i gh t  t o  ge t  a s  m u ch  

r o o m  a s  h e  co u l d  s o  t h e  t r a i l e r  w o u l d  t r a ck  s t r a i gh t  b eh i n d  t h e  t r u ck .   H i s  

t u r n  w as  l i m i t ed  b ecau s e  t h e r e  w as  a  s t e ep  d r o p - o f f .   T h e r e  d e f i n i t e l y 

w as  n o t  en o u gh  r o o m  t o  ge t  t h e  w h o l e  r i g  s t r a i gh t en ed  f o r  an  ea s y d r i v e  

a r o u n d  t h a t  v e r y s h a r p  h a i r - p i n  t u r n .  

 T h e  t r u ck  d r i v e r  gu i d ed  t h e  t r u ck  f o r w a r d .   H e  t r i ed  t o  k eep  t h e  

r i gh t  f r o n t  t i r e  o n  t h e  c r o w n  o r  ed ge  o f  t h e  r o ad .   I f  t h e  d r i v e r  w en t  t o o  

f a r  t o  t h e  r i gh t ,  h e  w o u l d  go  o f f  t h e  r o ad  an d  d o w n  a  s t e ep  g r a s s y h i l l  an d  

en d  u p  w h o  k n o w s  w h e r e .   D r i v i n g  l e f t  o f  t h e  c r o w n  w o u l d  cau s e  t h e  l e f t  

r e a r  t r a i l e r  w h ee l s  t o  r u n  u p  o v e r  a  l o w  h i l l .   T h e  t r a i l e r  w h ee l s ,  r u n n i n g  

o v e r  t h e  h i l l  w o u l d  cau s e  t h e  a l r e ad y p r eca r i o u s  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u ck  an d  

t r a i l e r  t o  b eco m e  u n b a l an ced  an d  r o l l  o v e r  o n t o  i t s  s i d e .   I f  w e  d i d  n o t  

t h i n k  s m ar t l y ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  co u l d  en d  i n  d i s a s t e r .   G e t  t h e  p i c t u r e?  

 T h e  d r i v e r  s t a r t ed  d o w n  t h e  i n c l i n e .   H e  w as  w a t ch i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  

o f  b o t h  t h e  t r u ck  an d  t r a i l e r .   S u d d en l y,  t h e  g r o u n d  s h i f t ed  u n d e r  t h e  

w e i gh t  o f  t h e  t r u ck  an d  t h e  r i gh t  f r o n t  w h ee l  s an k  i n t o  t h e  r a i n - s o ak ed  

ea r t h .   T h e  d r i v e r  t u r n ed  t h e  w h ee l s  t o  t h e  l e f t  a s  h e  d r o v e  t h e  t r u ck  

f o r w a r d  w h i ch  m ad e  a  b ad  s i t u a t i o n  w o r s e .   T en  f ee t  o f  r u t  em er ged ;  i t  

s e em ed ,  f r o m  b eh i n d  t h e  t i r e .   T h e  l o ad  s w ayed  p r eca r i o u s l y.   T h e  d r i v e r  

s t o p p ed  t h e  t r u ck ,  s e t  t h e  b r ak es ,  t u r n ed  o f f  t h e  en g i n e  an d  go t  o u t .   

E v e r yo n e  w as  s c r a t ch i n g  t h e i r  h ead s .  

 W e  i n v es t i ga t ed  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s e r i o u s n es s  o f  t h e  

a f f a i r .   T h e  r i gh t  r e a r  d r i v e  w h ee l s  o f  t h e  t r u ck  h ad  a l s o  b egu n  t o  s i n k  

i n t o  t h e  s o f t  g r o u n d ,  c au s i n g  t h e  t r u ck  t o  l e an ,  w h i ch  cau s ed  t h e  l o ad  t o  

l e an  ev en  f u r t h e r .   T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w as  f r au gh t  w i t h  d an ge r .   I f  t h e  t r u ck  o r  

t h e  l o ad ,  o r  a  co m b i n a t i o n  o f  b o t h  w e r e  m o v ed  f o r w a r d  a t  a l l ,  t h e  en t i r e  

r i g ,  l o ad ,  an d  a l l  w o u l d  f a l l  o n  i t s  s i d e .   T h e  r e s u l t  w o u l d  b e  s o m e  l o n g  

h o u r s  p i ck i n g  u p  co o p s  co n t a i n i n g  o v e r  s ev en  t h o u s an d  ch i ck en s ,  n o t  t o  
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m en t i o n  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  n ece s s a r y eq u i p m en t  w i t h  w h i ch  t o  r i gh t  t h e  en t i r e  

r i g .   W e  n eed ed  a  w ay t o  b ack  t h e  t r u ck  o u t  o f  t h e  r u t .  

 T h e  d r i v e r  c l i m b ed  b ack  i n t o  t h e  t r u ck  an d  s t a r t ed  u p  t h e  en g i n e .   

H e  p u t  t h e  t r an s m i s s i o n  i n  r ev e r s e  an d  b egan  l e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  c l u t ch .   T h e  

t i r e s  b egan  s p i n n i n g ;  h e  w as  s t u ck .   T h e  f a r m er  s a i d  h e  h ad  an  i d ea .  

 T h e  f a r m er  s a i d  h e  w as  go i n g  t o  ge t  h i s  t r a c t o r .   S o o n ,  w e  h ea r d  t h e  

t r a c t o r ’ s  en g i n e  ch u gg i n g  a s  t h e  f a r m er  h ead ed  o u r  w ay.   T h e  f a r m er  

d r o v e  t h e  t r a c t o r  a r o u n d  t h e  co r n e r  o f  t h e  b a r n ,  an d  w e  co u l d  s ee  t h e  

h ead l i gh t s  o f  t h e  t r a c t o r  h e  w as  d r i v i n g .   In  a  m o m en t ,  h e  d r o v e  u p  i n  t h e  

l a r ge s t  t r a c t o r  I  h ad  ev e r  s een ,  a  M as s ey - Fe r gu s o n .   T h e  t i r e s  w e r e  t a l l e r  

t h an  m e ,  an d  I  am  o v e r  s i x  f e e t  t a l l .   T h e  s co o p  o n  t h e  f r o n t  co n t a i n ed  

s o m e  v e r y h eav y,  s t o u t  l o g  ch a i n s .   W e  h o o k ed  t h e  ch a i n s  o n t o  t h e  b ack  

o f  t h e  t r a i l e r .   T h e  f a r m er  go t  o n t o  h i s  t r a c t o r ,  an d  t h e  t r u ck  d r i v e r  go t  

i n t o  t h e  t r u ck .   T h e  p l an  w as  t o  en gage  t h e  r ev e r s e  gea r s  i n  t h e  t r u ck  

w h i l e  t h e  t r a c t o r  p u l l e d  t h e  t r u ck  o u t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t r y .  

 W h en  t h i n gs  w e r e  r ead y,  t h e  s i gn a l  w as  g i v en  t o  t h e  t r u ck  d r i v e r  

an d  t h e  f a r m er  t o  b eg i n  t o  p u l l  t h e  t r u ck  b ack w ar d .   T r u ck  an d  t r a c t o r  

s t r a i n ed  t o  n o  av a i l .   W e  m ad e  s ev e r a l  m o r e  a t t em p t s ,  n o t h i n g  h ap p en ed .   

T h e  f a r m er  d i s co n n ec t ed  t h e  ch a i n s ,  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  b e  b ack ,  an d  d r o v e  

aw ay.   H e  r e t u r n ed  a  s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r  d r i v i n g  a  s m a l l  c r aw l e r  t r a c t o r .  

 W e  h o o k ed  u p  t h e  ch a i n s  b e t w een  t h e  t r u ck  an d  t r a c t o r .   A ga i n ,  t h e  

s i gn a l  w as  g i v en .   A s  t h e  t r u ck  an d  t r a c t o r  s t r a i n ed  t o  m o v e  t h e  s o m e  

s ev en t y- t h o u s an d  p o u n d  w e i gh t ,  t h e  ch a i n  b r o k e .   W e  d o u b l ed  t h e  ch a i n s ,  

r u n n i n g  t w o  s t r an d s  o f  ch a i n ;  aga i n  t h ey b r o k e .   T h es e  ch a i n s  w e r e  

p o p p i n g  l i k e  h o t  co r n .  T h en  w e  t r i p l e - s t r an d ed  t h e  ch a i n s ,  aga i n  n o t h i n g  

h ap p en ed !   W e  h ad  en o u gh  ch a i n  l e f t  f o r  o n e  m o r e  t h r ee - s t r an d  a t t em p t .   

U p  t o  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  t r u ck  h ad  n o t  m o v ed  an  i n ch  i n  e i t h e r  d i r ec t i o n  ex cep t  

t o  r o ck  c r az i l y .   A l l  o f  u s  w e r e  v e r y n e r v o u s ,  n o t  t o  m en t i o n  t h e  d r i v e r  o f  

t h e  t r u ck  w h o  w o u l d  m ak e  t h e  w i l d  r i d e  o f  M r .  T o ad  i f  t h i n gs  r ea l l y  
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t u r n ed  s o u r .   O u r  n ew  p l an  w as  t o  c a l l  f o r  o n e  o f  t h o s e  g i an t  w r eck e r  

t r u ck s  i f  t h i s  f i n a l  e f f o r t  d i d  n o t  p r o d u ce  an y p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s .  

 T h e  s i t u a t i o n  ca l l ed  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  w h i ch ,  u p  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I  h ad  

f o r go t t en .   In  t h e  ex c i t em en t  I  h ad  f o r go t t en  ab o u t  p r aye r .   N ev e r t h e l e s s ,  

I  b egan  t o  p r ay.  

 “Fa t h e r ,  I  t h an k  yo u  f o r  s av i n g  m e .   I  t h an k  yo u  f o r  h av i n g  m ad e  m e  

yo u r  ch i l d .   I  t h an k  yo u  f o r  yo u r  h o l y an ge l s  t h a t  ex ce l  i n  s t r en g t h .   I  

t h an k  yo u  f o r  t h e  an ge l  o f  t h e  Lo r d  w h o  en cam p s  ‘ r o u n d  ab o u t  t h e  

r i gh t eo u s  t o  d e l i v e r  t h em ’  j u s t  l i k e  i t  s ays  i n  P s a l m  9 1 .   W e  n eed  

d e l i v e r y!   A n ge l s ,  go  i n  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s ,  a cco r d i n g  t o  H i s  W o r d ,  ‘ A n d  

a l l  t h i n gs  w h a t s o ev e r ,  w h en  ye  p r ay b e l i ev e  t h a t  yo u  r ece i v e  t h em  an d  ye  

s h a l l  h av e  t h em . ’   H o l d  o n t o  t h e  ch a i n s  an d  cau s e  t h e m  t o  b e  s t r o n g .   

C au s e  t h e  t r u ck  t o  b e  p u l l ed  f r ee  s o  w e  can  go  h o m e .   I  t h an k  yo u  Lo r d  

f o r  yo u r  an ge l s .   A m en . ”   I  k n ew  G o d  h ad  an s w er ed  t h e  p r aye r .   A l t h o u gh  

t h e  n i gh t  w as  co o l  t o  co l d ,  I  f e l t  a  s h i v e r  o f  ex p ec t a t i o n  an d  co n f i r m a t i o n  

o f  t h e  p r aye r  I  h ad  j u s t  p r ayed .   I  p r a i s ed  G o d .  

 T h e  t r u ck  an d  t r a c t o r  w e r e  r ead y an d  t h e  s i gn a l  w as  g i v en .   Bo t h  

t h e  t r u ck  an d  t r a c t o r  s t r a i n ed .   T h e r e  w as  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  a t m o s p h e r e  ab o u t  

t h e  p l ace .   A s  t h e  t w o  p i ece s  o f  eq u i p m en t  w o r k ed ,  I  s en s ed  a  p e r cep t i b l e  

p o w er  w h i ch  p e r m ea t ed  t h e  a r ea  an d  l a s t ed  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  s eco n d s ;  n o  

j e r k i n g  o f  eq u i p m en t ,  j u s t  a  p o w er f u l  s t r a i n i n g .   S u d d en l y,  t h e  t r u ck  

b egan  t o  r o l l  b ack w ar d .   T h e  t r a c t o r  r o l l ed  f o r w a r d  t e a r i n g  u p  t h e  g r o u n d  

w i t h  i t s  t r a ck s ,  p u l l i n g  t h e  t r u ck  f r ee !  

 H o w  o f t e n  d o  w e  f o r ge t  w e  h av e  m i n i s t e r i n g  s p i r i t s  a s s i gn ed  t o  u s  

t o  d o  o u r  h eav y w o r k ?   T h e  an ge l s  m i n i s t e r ed  t h a t  n i gh t .   I  en v i s i o n ed  

s ev e r a l  an ge l s  w o r k i n g  t o ge t h e r  t o  f r e e  t h e  t r u ck .  

 D o es  t h i s  s o u n d  f a r - f e t ch ed ?   I  a s s u r e  yo u ,  i t  i s  n o t ;  p r aye r  ch an ges  

t h i n gs !   W e  a l l  d r o v e  h o m e ,  an d  a s  I  w en t  I  r e f l e c t ed  o n  w h a t  h ad  

h ap p en ed .   I  p r a i s ed  G o d  an d  m ar v e l ed  ab o u t  t h e  an ge l s .   H av e  yo u  ev e r  

r e a l l y  co n s i d e r ed  an ge l s  a s  o n e  o f  G o d ’ s  b en e f i t s ?  
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C R O S S IN G  A  R IV E R  

 

 W h a t  w o u l d  yo u  d o  i f  yo u  f o u n d  yo u r s e l f  o n  a  r i v e r  b an k  an d  

ab s o l u t e l y n eed ed  t o  ge t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e?   I f  yo u  d o  n o t  h av e  a  c l u e  

ab o u t  j u s t  h o w  t o  d o  i t ,  yo u  h av e  yo u r s e l f  a  f u l l - b l o w n  p r o b l em .  

 In  1 9 8 5 ,  I  w as  a  m em b er  o f  t h e  U . S .  A i r  f o r ce  an d  h ad  co m p l e t ed  

t w o  yea r s  o f  a  f o u r  yea r  r e co m m i t m en t .   A f t e r  co m p l e t i n g  m y b ach e l o r  

d egr ee ,  I  w as  p r ep a r i n g  t o  en t e r  a  g r ad u a t e  d egr ee  p r o gr am .   I  w as  a l s o  

t h i n k i n g  ab o u t  p r o s p ec t i v e  j o b s  an d  d i d  n o t  h av e  an y i d ea  w h e r e  t o  b eg i n .  

 I  p r ayed  t o  t h e  Fa t h e r  o n e  d ay an d  a s k ed ,  “W h er e  am  I  go i n g  t o  ge t  

a  j o b  a f t e r  I  l e av e  t h e  A i r  Fo r ce? ”   A  t h o u gh t  a s s a i l ed  m y m i n d ,  “W h y a r e  

yo u  w o r r i ed  ab o u t  i t  n o w ?   Y o u  s t i l l  h av e  n o t  r e ach ed  t h a t  b r i d ge  ye t ,  s o  

d o  n o t  t r y .   T h e  an s w er s  w i l l  b e  t h e r e  w h en  t h e  t i m e  i s  r i gh t . ”   T h e  

an s w er  s a t i s f i ed  m e  f o r  t h e  m o m en t .   T h e  t r u t h  w as  i n e s cap ab l e ;  

t h e r e f o r e ,  I  w o u l d  co n t i n u e  s ch o o l .  

 I  en t e r ed  g r ad u a t e  s ch o o l  w i t h  ex c i t em en t .   T h e r e  w as  m o r e  

f r eed o m  t o  d e l v e  i n t o  t h e  b o o k s ,  an d  am p l e  o p p o r t u n i t y t o  r e a l l y  b r an ch  

o u t  an d  ex p an d  m y h o r i z o n s .   T o  h e l p  ex p an d  t h o s e  h o r i z o n s  t h e r e  w e r e  
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a l s o  t h e  r eq u i s i t e  c l a s s e s  w e  h ad  t o  t ak e  t o  f u l f i l l  d eg r ee  r eq u i r em en t s .   

O n e  s u ch  c l a s s  w as  A d v an ced  A e r o d yn am i cs  w h e r e  m a t h em a t i c s  i s  i t s  

b r ead - an d - b u t t e r ,  s o - t o - s p eak .   T h e  co u r s e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  

m e  w i t h  a l l  k i n d s  o f  h ead - s c r a t ch e r  m a t e r i a l .   T h e  b o t t o m  l i n e ,  t h e  c l a s s  

w o u l d  b e  t o u gh  b ecau s e  I  am  n o t  a  w h i z - k i d  a t  m a t h .   S e r i o u s l y,  t w o -

p l u s - t w o  i s  co m p l ex  m a t h  t o  m e .   N ev e r t h e l e s s ,  I  s i gn ed  u p  f o r  t h e  c l a s s  

t h i n k i n g  “ t o u gh i n g - i t - o u t ”  w as  t h e  an s w er .  

 Fo r  s o m e  r ea s o n  I  d o  n o t  r em em b er ,  I  m i s s e d  t h e  f i r s t  d ay o f  c l a s s .   

M y c l o s e  f r i en d ,  G a r y,  h ad  a l s o  s i gn ed  u p  f o r  t h e  c l a s s .   S i n ce  h e  k n ew  I  

w o u l d  n o t  b e  a t t en d i n g  t h a t  n i gh t ,  h e  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  t ak e  n o t e s  an d  

ap p r i s e  m e  t h e  n ex t  d ay w h a t  h ad  h ap p en ed .  

 T h e  n ex t  d ay G a r y f o u n d  m e ,  an d  l o o k ed  a t  m e  w i t h  a  s e r i o u s  

ex p r e s s i o n  o n  h i s  f a ce .   R a i s i n g  h i s  eyeb r o w s  h e  s a i d ,  “G e t  t h i s ! ”   H e  

p r o ceed ed  t h en  t o  b u i l d  a  v i v i d  w o r d  p i c t u r e  i n  m y m i n d  o f  co m p l e t e  

d i s a s t e r .   W h a t  I  s aw  w er e  v i s i o n s  o f  c a t a s t r o p h e .  “U h - o h ,  I  am  d o n e  

f o r , ”  I  t h o u gh t .   “ I  h o p e  I  m ak e  i t .   M ayb e  I  w i l l  d r o p  t h e  co u r s e .   N o ,  I  

w i l l  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  n ex t  c l a s s  p e r i o d  t o  s ee  h o w  t h i n gs  r ea l l y  a r e .   T h e  

co u r s e  can  n o t  b e  a s  t o u gh  a s  G a r y s ays . ”  

 T h e  n ex t  c l a s s  p e r i o d  I  a t t en d ed  co n f i r m ed  G a r y’ s  w o r d s  an d  m y 

w o r s t  f e a r s .   I  w o u l d  s eek  t h e  s c h o o l  r eg i s t r a r  a t  m y ea r l i e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y,  

an d  d r o p  t h a t  c l a s s !   O h !  I  f e l t  a s  t h o u gh  s o m eo n e  l a i d  a  t o n  o f  b r i ck s  o n  

m e .   T h e  p r o f e s s o r  s o  l o s t  m e  w i t h  w h a t  h e  s a i d  I  co u l d  n o t  b e l i ev e  i t .  

 I  c a l l ed  C a r o l ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  r eg i s t r a r ,  a t  h e r  h o m e .   Becau s e  s h e  

h ad  h e l p ed  m e  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m es  o v e r  t h e  t e l ep h o n e ,  s h e  r eco gn i z ed  m y 

v o i ce .   I  q u i ck l y ex p l a i n ed  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .   I  m ad e  an  ap p o i n t m en t  t o  s ee  

h e r  t h e  n ex t  d ay f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d r o p p i n g  t h e  c l a s s .  

 “ J ay,  t h i n gs  can ’ t  b e  a s  b ad  a s  a l l  t h a t ! ”  

 “C a r o l ,  yo u  k n o w  m e .   G en e r a l l y ,  I  am  a  v e r y o p t i m i s t i c  p e r s o n .   I  

w o u l d n ’ t  b e  t e l l i n g  yo u  a l l  o f  t h i s  i f  i t  d i d n ’ t  h av e  m er i t . ”  
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 C a r o l  en co u r aged  m e  t o  a t t en d  o n e  m o r e  c l a s s  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  I  

d ec i d ed  f o r  s u r e .   I  ag r eed  t o  h e r  s u gges t i o n ,  h u n g  u p  t h e  p h o n e ,  an d  j u s t  

s a t  t h e r e .  

 I  h ad  a l r ead y t h o u gh t  o f  p r ayi n g ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  w as  ev en  t o o  

t o u gh  f o r  G o d .   C an  yo u  b e l i ev e  t h i s ?   I  h ad  b een  t h r o u gh  m an y 

s i t u a t i o n s .   G o d  an s w er ed  m an y p r aye r s  o n  b eh a l f  o f  m y f am i l y an d  m e ,  

ye t  I  t h o u gh t  t h i s  p r o b l em  w as  t o o  t o u gh  f o r  G o d  t o  w o r k  i n  m y f av o r .   A  

m i r ac l e  w as  w h a t  I  n eed ed .   M y b r a i n  n eed ed  t o  b e  i n s t an t an eo u s l y 

p ack ed  w i t h  w i s d o m ,  k n o w l ed ge ,  an d  u n d e r s t an d i n g  o f  t h i s  h i gh l y 

co m p l ex  m a t h ,  b y G o d .   I  w as  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  a  go o d  gu i n ea  p i g .  

 La t e r ,  w h i l e  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h i s  ev en t ,  I  r e a l i z ed  n o  o n e  k n o w s  

ev e r yt h i n g .   O n e  m u s t  n o t  a l l o w  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  l i f e  t o  o v e r s h ad o w  t h e  

k n o w l ed ge  t h a t  G o d  i s  ab l e  t o  p u l l  o f f  m i r ac l e s .    A p p a r en t  

i m p o s s i b i l i t i e s  m e l t  a s  H e  t u r n s  ev e r yt h i n g  a r o u n d  f o r  o u r  s u cce s s  an d  

H i s  g l o r y.  

 T h e  w r i t e r  P au l ,  i n  I I  C o r i n t h i an s  8 : 1 2  s t a t ed ,  “Fo r  i f  t h e r e  b e  f i r s t  

[ em p h as i s  m i n e ]  a  w i l l i n g  m i n d ,  i t  i s  a ccep t ed  acco r d i n g  t o  w h a t  a  m an  

h a t h ,  an d  n o t  a cco r d i n g  t o  t h a t  h e  h a t h  n o t . ”   I  r e a l l y  d o  ex p ec t  G o d  t o  

m ee t  m y f a i t h  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  co n cep t s  o f  t h e  B i b l e .   I  w as  w i l l i n g ,  ye t  

t o t a l l y  d e f i c i en t  i n  m a t h  s k i l l s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  w i l l i n gn es s  o f  m i n d  m ad e  m e  a  

p r i m e  can d i d a t e  f o r  a  w o r k  o f  G o d ’ s  p o w er .   I  s a t  d o w n  t o  p r ay,  “G o d ,  a  

yea r  ago  I  a s k ed  yo u  ab o u t  a  j o b ;  w h a t  k i n d  I  w as  go i n g  t o  h av e  a f t e r  I  

b ecam e  d i s ch a r ged  f r o m  t h e  m i l i t a r y.   Y o u  t o l d  m e  t h en  I  n eed  n o t  w o r r y 

ab o u t  i t  a s  I  s t i l l  h ad  t o  co m p l e t e  t w o  m o r e  yea r s  o f  m i l i t a r y s e r v i ce  

b e f o r e  I  w as  e l i g i b l e  f o r  d i s ch a r ge .    M o r eo v e r ,  I  w as  n o t  t o  c r o s s  t h a t  

r i v e r  b e f o r e  I  c am e  t o  i t .   I  ag r eed  w i t h  yo u ,  b u t  n o w  I  am  i n  a  

p r ed i cam en t .   I  n eed  t h e  c l a s s  i n  a e r o d yn am i cs  t o  co m p l e t e  m y ed u ca t i o n  

b e f o r e  I   l e av e  t h e  A i r  Fo r ce .   I  am  n o t  m e r e l y ap p r o ach i n g  t h e  r i v e r ;  I  

am  s t an d i n g  i n  t h e  w a t e r !   I  h av e  co m e  t o  m y ex t r em i t y,  an d  f u l l y  r e a l i z e  

ap a r t  f r o m  yo u  I  c an  d o  n o t h i n g .   I  n eed  t o  h av e  a  g i f t  o f  w i s d o m ,  
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k n o w l ed ge ,  an d  u n d e r s t an d i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  co m p l e t e  t h i s  c l a s s .   I  d o  n o t  

u n d e r s t an d  o n e  o u n ce  o f  w h a t  t h ey a r e  t a l k i n g  ab o u t .   Y o u  s a i d  i n  yo u r  

W o r d  f o r  u s  t o  co m e  b o l d l y b e f o r e  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  g r ace  t h a t  w e  m ay o b t a i n  

m er cy an d  g r ace  t o  h e l p  i n  t i m e  o f  n eed .   H e r e  I  am .   I  b e l i ev e  t o  r e ce i v e  

i n  m y co n s c i o u s  m i n d  t h e  m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  yo u r  an s w er .   I  p r a i s e  yo u  an d  

t h an k  yo u  f o r  yo u r  s av i n g  W o r d .   In  J e s u s  N am e ,  am en . ”  I  l e f t  t h e  h o u s e  

an d  h ead ed  f o r  c l a s s .  

 T h e  c l a s s r o o m  w as  f u l l  w h en  I  a r r i v ed ,  an d  a s  c l a s s  s t a r t - t i m e  w as  

a t  h an d ,  t h e  p r o f e s s o r  s t ep p ed  u p  t o  t h e  ch a l k b o a r d .   Fo r  t h e  n ex t  f o u r  

h o u r s  w e  s a t ,  w r o t e ,  an d  l i s t en ed .   W e  w e r e  go i n g  t o  h av e  a  t ak e - h o m e  

t e s t .   W e  w e r e  t o  b r eak  o f f  i n t o  g r o u p s  o f  t h r ee  o r  f o u r  an d  d ev e l o p  an  

a i r p l an e  a s  a  p r o j ec t .   T h e  i n s t r u c t o r  b a s ed  o u r  g r ad es  o n  t h e  p r o j ec t ,  t h e  

p r e s en t a t i o n  o f  i t ,  an d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  t ak e - h o m e  t e s t .  

 E v e r yt h i n g  w as  s t i l l  w ay o u t  f o r  m e  u n t i l  ab o u t  t h e  t h r ee  an d  o n e -

h a l f  h o u r  m a r k .   S u d d en l y,  I  f e l t  a s  t h o u gh  t h e  w e i gh t  l i f t ed  f r o m  m e .   I  

f e l t  v e r y l i gh t  an d  p eace f u l .   S i m u l t an eo u s l y I  t h o u gh t ,  “ I  b e l i ev e  I  c an  

ge t  a  ‘ B’ ! ”   T h i s  i s  q u i t e  a  ch an ge  f r o m  w h e r e  I  w as  b e f o r e  i s  i t  n o t ?   

G o d  h ad  co m e  t h r o u gh ;  a l l  w o u l d  b e  f i n e .  

 G a r y w as  a  c l o s e  s ch o o l  m a t e .   T h r o u gh  t h i ck  an d  t h i n ,  w e  w o u l d  

l en d  s u p p o r t  t o  e ach  o t h e r ,  o f f e r i n g  en co u r agem en t  t o  “k eep - o n - k eep i n g -

o n . ”   T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w as  n o  d i f f e r en t .   G a r y w as  s t r o n g  i n  m a t h ,  an d  t o l d  

m e b e f o r e  t o  w a i t  i t  o u t  b ecau s e  ev e r yt h i n g  w o u l d  t u r n  o u t  f i n e .   G a r y 

h ad  a  p r o b l em :  h e  n eed ed  a  p a r t - t i m e  j o b  t o  d e f r ay s o m e  ex p en s e s ,  an d  

t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y w o u l d  co s t  h i m  h i s  s t u d y t i m e .   A cco r d i n g  t o  t h e  g r o u n d -

r u l e s  l a i d  b y t h e  i n s t r u c t o r ,  w e  co u l d  w o r k  t o ge t h e r  a s  r eq u i r ed ,  s o  I  

o f f e r ed  t o  w o r k  t h e  eq u a t i o n s .   G a r y an d  I  w o u l d  co m p a r e  n o t e s  l a t e r  

t o w ar d  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  t e r m .   H e  ag r eed ,  s o  I  w en t  t o  w o r k .  

 I  p u r ch as ed  a  h an d - h e l d  ca l cu l a t o r  an d  l e a r n ed  h o w  t o  u s e  i t  t o  ge t  

m y m u ch  n eed ed  an s w er s .   W o r k i n g  eq u a t i o n s  co n s u m ed  m y s p a r e  t i m e  

ex cep t  w h en  I  w as  w i t h  m y f am i l y.   I  u n d e r s t o o d  a l l  I  w as  d o i n g .   I  a l s o  
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u n d e r s t o o d  m y r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  eq u a t i o n s  w e r e  w r o n g!   U n d au n t ed ,  I  

r o l l ed  t h e  p ap e r  i n t o  a  b i g  w ad  an d  s co r ed  t w o  p o i n t s  a s  i t  s a i l ed  ac r o s s  

t h e  r o o m  an d  i n t o  t h e  ga r b age  can .   I  b egan  aga i n ,  an d  t h i s  t i m e  n ea r l y 

a l l  t h e  c a l cu l a t i o n s  w e r e  co r r ec t .   G a r y an d  I  co r r ec t ed  t h o s e  n eed i n g  

r ep a i r .   I  p u t  t h e  eq u a t i o n s  i n t o  r e ad i l y u n d e r s t an d ab l e  t e r m s ,  w h i ch  

m ean s  an yo n e  co u l d  r ead  t h em  w i t h o u t  h av i n g  a t  l e a s t  a  co u r s e  o r  t w o  i n  

E gyp t i an  h i e r o g l yp h i c s .  I  t u r n ed  t h e  p ap e r s  i n t o  t h e  c l a s s  i n s t r u c t o r  a f t e r  

h av i n g  g i v en  G a r y h i s  co p y.  

 T h e  d ay a r r i v ed  f o r  t h e  p r e s en t a t i o n s  o f  o u r  v a r i o u s  c l a s s  p r o j ec t s .   

E ach  m em b er  o f  t h e  s ev e r a l  g r o u p s  h ad  t o  p r e s en t  h i s  o r  h e r  p o r t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  g r o u p ’ s  p r e s en t a t i o n .   I  gav e  m i n e  an d  s a t  d o w n .   I  s t i l l  h ad  a  

co n f i d en ce  ab o u t  t h e  co u r s e ;  I  w o u l d  ge t  a t  l e a s t  a  “B”  g r ad e .   W h en  I  

r e ce i v ed  m y g r ad e  ca r d ,  I  w as  a s t o n i s h ed  t o  r e ad  t h a t  I  h ad  n o t  e a r n ed  t h e  

an t i c i p a t ed  “B , ”  b u t  an  “A ”  w h i ch  f a r  ex ceed ed  t h e  v i s i o n  I  h ad  h ad !   T h e  

s c r i p t u r e  i n  E p h es i an s  3 : 2 0  w as  t r u e ,  w h e r e  P au l  s t a t ed ,  “N o w  u n t o  h i m  

t h a t  i s  ab l e  t o  d o  ex ceed i n g  ab u n d an t l y a b o ve  a l l  t h a t  w e  a s k  o r  t h i n k  

[ em p h as i s  m i n e ]  a cco r d i n g  t o  t h e  p o w er  t h a t  w o r k e t h  i n  u s . ”   W h a t  

h ap p en ed  w as  b eyo n d  w h a t  I  h ad  a s k ed .   I  h ad  n o t  s p ec i f i ed  a  p a r t i cu l a r  

g r ad e .   I  j u s t  w an t ed  t o  p a s s  t h e  co u r s e ,  w h i ch  m ean t  a  l e t t e r  g r ad e  o f  a t  

l e a s t  a  “C . ”   G o d  gav e  m e  w i s d o m  t o  h e l p  G a r y.   G a r y w as  a l s o  p l ea s ed  

t h a t  h e  a l s o  r ece i v ed  an  “A . ”  

 G o d  m ak es  u p  t h e  d i f f e r en ce  i n  o u r  ap p a r en t  w eak n es s e s .   H e  

ab u n d an t l y g i v e s  t o  u s  o f  h i s  s t o r e s .   H e  g i v e s  t h i s  ab u n d an ce  t o  a l l  w h o  

accep t  t h e  ch a l l en ge  t o  l i v e  b y f a i t h .   T h e r e f o r e ,  n o t h i n g  i s  i m p o s s i b l e !   I  

p r a i s ed  H i m  aga i n  an d  aga i n .   M y a t t en d an ce  an d  p a s s i n g  o f  t h i s  co u r s e  

s h o r t en ed  t h e  n o r m a l  t i m e  t o  co m p l e t e  g r ad u a t e  r eq u i r em en t s  b y t h r e e  

m o n t h s .   S u cces s  i n  t h a t  co u r s e  a l l o w ed  m e  am p l e  o p p o r t u n i t y t o  b eg i n  

t e ach i n g  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b e f o r e  m y d i s ch a r ge  f r o m  t h e  m i l i t a r y.   I  am  

n o t h i n g  s p ec i a l ,   b u t  I  d a r ed  t o  t ak e  G o d  a t  H i s  W o r d .   U n d e r  t h e  

i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t ,  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  H eb r ew s  h a s  p o w er f u l l y  
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s t a t ed  i n  ch ap t e r  f o u r ,  v e r s e  s i x t een ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  “Le t  u s  t h e r e f o r e  

co m e  b o l d l y u n t o  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  g r ace ,  t h a t  w e  m ay o b t a i n  m er cy,  an d  f i n d  

gr ace  t o  h e l p  i n  t i m e  o f  n eed . ”    
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5  

E A S Y  D O E S  IT  

 

 I  d o  n o t  s u p p o s e  t h a t  m an y o f  u s  t h i n k  ab o u t  w h a t  b e i n g  a  s u p p l yi n g  

j o i n t  r e a l l y  m ean s .  E p h es i an s  4 : 1 6  s ays ,  “ .  .  . [ F ] r o m  w h o m  t h e  w h o l e  

b o d y f i t l y  j o i n ed  t o ge t h e r  an d  co m p ac t ed  b y t h a t  w h i ch  ev e r y j o i n t  

s u p p l i e t h  a cco r d i n g  t o  t h e  e f f ec t u a l  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  m eas u r e  o f  ev e r y p a r t  

m ak es  i n c r ea s e  o f  t h e  b o d y u n t o  t h e  ed i f yi n g  o f  i t s e l f  i n  l o v e . ”   I f  yo u  

a r e  l i k e  m e ,  yo u  m i gh t  b e  s ayi n g  t o  yo u r s e l f ,  “W o w ,  t h a t  i s  a  n ea t  

s c r i p t u r e  a l l  r i gh t ,  b u t  w h a t  d o es  i t  m ean ? ”   P e r h ap s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t o r y 

w i l l  d i s p e l  a l l  q u e s t i o n s .  

 I  w as  w o r k i n g  f o r  a  f r e i gh t  s u b s i d i a r y o f  a  l a r ge  r a i l r o ad  co m p an y.   

A n o t h e r  f e l l o w ,  w h o m  I  w i l l  c a l l  P au l ,  w o r k ed  w i t h  m e .   T o ge t h e r ,  o u r  

j o b  w as  t o  l o ad  an d  u n l o ad  t r a i l e r s  o n t o  an d  o f f  r a i l r o ad  f l a t c a r s .   T h e  

j o b  w as  p o t en t i a l l y  d an ge r o u s  b ecau s e  t h e  t r a i l e r s  w e r e  a t  t i m es  

s u s p en d ed  o v e r h ead ,  h e l d  i n  t h e  g r a s p  o f  t h e  g i an t  m ach i n e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  

“P ack e r . ”   T r a i l e r s  w e i gh ed  an yw h e r e  f r o m  t w e l v e  t o  f i f t y  t h o u s an d  

p o u n d s  d ep en d i n g  o n  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h ey w e r e  f u l l  o f  f r e i gh t .  
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 T h e  n i gh t  w as  c l ea r  an d  t h e  a i r  c r i s p  a s  w e  b egan  l o ad i n g  t h e  em p t y 

t r a i l e r s  o n t o  t h e  f l a t c a r s .   M y j o b  t h a t  n i gh t  w as  a s  g r o u n d  m an ;  P au l  

d r o v e  t h e  P ack e r .  W e  co m m u n i ca t ed  w i t h  each  o t h e r  t h r o u gh  t h e  u s e  o f  

h an d  s i gn a l s .   W e  h ad  t o  w ea r  g l o v es  b ecau s e  o f  t h e  s h a r p  s t e e l  ed ges  o n  

t h e  t r a i l e r s  an d  f l a t c a r s .  

 F r eq u en t l y,  I  w o u l d  h av e  a  s m a l l  r e s t  w h i l e  P au l  p i ck ed  u p  t h e  n ex t  

t r a i l e r .   I  p u t  t h e  t i m e  t o  go o d  u s e  b y s i m p l y p r a i s i n g  G o d .   S i n ce  f l o w er y 

w o r d s  o r  p h r a s e s  w e r e  n o t  n ece s s a r y,  I  p r ayed ,  “P r a i s e  yo u  Lo r d ! ”    

“ H a l l e l u j ah  t o  J e s u s ! ”   “ I  t h an k  yo u  f o r  f o r g i v i n g  m e  o f  s i n ! ”   D o  yo u  s ee  

w h a t  I  m ean ?   T h an k i n g  H i m  f o r  an yt h i n g  an d  ev e r yt h i n g  I  co u l d  t h i n k  o f  

w as  t h e  l e a s t  I  co u l d  d o  f o r  t h e  O n e  w h o  h ad  g i v en  m e  s o  m u ch .  

 S o m e t i m es  t h e  s u r f ace  o f  t h e  ca r s  d i d  n o t  h av e  go o d  p l ace s  t o  

s t an d .   In  t h o s e  ca s e s  I  w o u l d  s t an d  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  co u p l i n gs  t h a t  t i ed  

r a i l c a r s  t o ge t h e r .   O n e  ca r  i n  p a r t i cu l a r  n o t  o n l y d i d  n o t  h av e  a  f l a t  p l ace  

t o  s t an d ;  t h e  co u p l i n g  w as  o f  an  u n u s u a l  s h ap e .   I  h ad  t o  p e r ch  

p r eca r i o u s l y o n  a  h i gh  p o i n t  o f  t h e  co u p l i n g .   I  b a l an ced  m ys e l f  b y 

h o l d i n g  o n t o  a  t h r ee - e i gh t h s  i n ch  t h i ck  s k i p  p l a t e .   T h e  s k i p  p l a t e s  w e r e  

ap p r o x i m a t e l y f i f t e en  i n ch es  w i d e  an d  f i v e  f ee t  l o n g .   W h en  l a i d  d o w n ,  

t h e  p l a t e ' s  l en g t h  a f f o r d ed  co n t ac t  b e t w een  each  ca r ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  co u l d  

d r i v e  f r o m  o n e  ca r  t o  an o t h e r .  

 I  gav e  t h e  s i gn a l  t o  P au l  w i t h  m y l e f t  h an d  t e l l i n g  h i m  t o  s t a r t  

r a i s i n g  t h e  t r a i l e r  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  o v e r  t h e  r a i l c a r .   H e  l i f t ed  t h e  t r a i l e r  t o  a  

h e i gh t  o f  ab o u t  s i x  f e e t  o v e r  m y h ead .   W h en  t h e  t r a i l e r  w as  i n  p o s i t i o n  

t h e  s i gn a l  w o u l d  b e  g i v en  t o  l o w er  t h e  t r a i l e r  t o w ar d  t h e  ca r .   P au l  

s l o w l y l o w er ed  t h e  t r a i l e r .   W h i l e  P au l  f o l l o w ed  m y co m m an d s  I  w a t ch ed  

a  p i n  o n  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  t r a i l e r  t h a t ,  w h en  f u l l y  en gaged  i n  t h e  l o ck  

m ech an i s m ,  w o u l d  s ecu r e  t h e  t r a i l e r  t o  t h e  f l a t c a r .   A s  t h e  t r a i l e r  w as  

gu i d ed  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  I  w as  f u l l y  u n aw ar e  an yt h i n g  w as  w r o n g  u n t i l  a  

t e r r i f i c  p r e s s u r e  w as  ex e r t ed  o n  t h e  f i n ge r s  o f  m y r i gh t  h an d .   I  l o o k ed  

q u i ck l y t o  s ee  w h a t  h ap p en ed .  
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 I  w as  s t i l l  h o l d i n g  o n t o  t h e  en d  o f  a  s k i p  p l a t e .   I  h ad  f o l d ed  m y 

f i n ge r s  o v e r  t h e  t h r ee - e i gh t h s  t h i ck  en d  d e s c r i b ed  ea r l i e r .   T h e  f o r w a r d  

b o t t o m  ed ge  o f  t h e  t r a i l e r  w as  i n  p e r f ec t  a l i gn m en t  o v e r  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  

s k i p  p l a t e  an d  w as  r e s t i n g  o n  m y f i n ge r s .   I  t r i ed  t o  j e r k  m y h an d  f r ee ;  

n o t h i n g  d o i n g .     T h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  w as  v e r y m u ch  l i k e  t h a t  c a r t o o n  w h e r e  

t h e  ca t  ge t s  i t s  p aw  cau gh t  i n  a  v i s e ;  r ega r d l e s s  h o w  i t  t r i e s  i t  c an  n o t  ge t  

f r e e .   I  t r i ed  t o  j e r k  m y h an d  f r ee  a  co u p l e  o f  t i m es  t o  n o  av a i l .   I  t h o u gh t  

b y t h i s  t i m e  t h e  p r e s s u r e  h ad  s ev e r ed  m y f i n ge r s  i n  t h e  g l o v e .   I  gav e  

P au l  t h e  s i gn a l  t o  r a i s e  t h e  t r a i l e r ,  an d  h e  d i d  s o  i m m ed i a t e l y.   A t  t h e  

t i m e ,  h e  h ad  n o  i d ea  o f  m y d i f f i cu l t y .   A s  h e  l i f t ed  t h e  t r a i l e r  t h e  

p r e s s u r e  e a s ed ;  I  j e r k ed  m y h an d  f r ee .   I  j u m p ed  f r o m  t h e  co u p l i n g  t o  t h e  

g r o u n d .   I  yan k ed  t h e  g l o v e  o f f  m y h an d  an d  s aw  t h a t  m y f i n ge r s  w e r e  

s t i l l  t h e r e ,  b u t  a l l  o f  t h em  w er e  f l a t  an d  t o t a l l y  n u m b .  

 I  m u s t  s t o p  h e r e  t o  a s k  a  q u es t i o n :   W h a t  w o u l d  yo u  h av e  d o n e  i f  

yo u  w e r e  i n  m y s i t u a t i o n ?   S c r eam ?   W h y?   A t  t h i s  p o i n t  l e t  u s  d i s cu s s  a  

v i t a l  co n cep t .   A r e  yo u  aw ar e  t h a t  w h en  w e  s p eak  o u r  m i n d  l i s t en s ?   In  

o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i n  a  s t r e s s f u l  s i t u a t i o n  w e  a r e  u n ab l e  t o  t h i n k  c l ea r l y.   

S i m p l y s t a t ed ,  w e  t ak e  l e av e  o f  o u r  s en s e s  an d  t h e  s c r eam i n g  b eg i n s ,  b u t  

t h an k  G o d ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s o l u t i o n .  S u r v i v i n g  ca t a s t r o p h i c  c i r c u m s t an ces  

d ep en d s  u p o n  f i l l i n g  o u r  s p i r i t s  w i t h  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .  

 W h en  w e  s p en d  t i m e  r ead i n g  an d  s t u d yi n g  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d ,  o u r  

s p i r i t  f i l l s  u p  w i t h  H i s  W o r d .   T h e  H o l y S p i r i t  h a s  s o m e t h i n g  H e  can  u s e  

t o  h e l p  u s  ge t  o u t  o f  a  t i gh t  s p o t .  E m p o w er ed  b y t h e  H o l y S p i r i t ,  w e  can  

s p eak  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  w i t h  au t h o r i t y .   In  m y s i t u a t i o n  p r a i s e  w as  t h e  

an s w er ;  s c r eam i n g  ce r t a i n l y w o u l d  n o t  d o .   I  b egan  t o  p r a i s e  G o d  a l o u d .   

N o w  b ack  t o  t h e  s t o r y.  

 I  p r a i s ed  G o d  s ayi n g ,  “T h an k  yo u  J e s u s  f o r  h ea l i n g  m y h an d ! ”   I t  

f e l t  l i k e  a  b a t .   “T h an k  yo u  f o r  h ea l i n g  m e! ”   M y f i n ge r s  w e r e  f l a t .   

“T h an k  yo u  J e s u s ! ”   “ J e s u s  i s  m y h ea l e r ! ”   “P r a i s e  G o d ! ”   “T h an k  yo u  f o r  

m y f i n ge r s ! ”   “T h an k  yo u  f o r  p r o t ec t i n g  m e! ”   A s  I  p r a i s ed  G o d  I  w as  
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t o t a l l y  u n aw ar e  o f  an yt h i n g  go i n g  o n  a r o u n d  m e .   O n l y p r a i s e  e s cap ed  m y 

l i p s .   P au l ,  b y t h i s  t i m e ,  r e a l i z ed  s o m e t h i n g  w as  d r a s t i c a l l y  w r o n g .   H e  

s t o p p ed  ev e r yt h i n g  an d  j u m p ed  ap p r o x i m a t e l y t en  f ee t  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .   H e  

r an  o v e r  t o  m e  i m p l o r i n g  m e  t o  s ee  w h a t  h ad  h ap p en ed .   I  co u l d  n o t  

an s w er .   A s  I  co n t i n u ed  p r a i s i n g  G o d ,  H e  s p o k e .   In  t h e  r eg i o n s  o f  m y 

m i n d ,  c l e a r ,  co n c i s e  w o r d s  l i k e  t h o u gh t s  n o t  o f  m y o w n  b egan  t o  b e  

ap p a r en t  a s  I  w as  p r a i s i n g  H i m .   “P u t  yo u r  h an d  u n d e r  co l d  w a t e r ! ”   I  

w en t  t o  t h e  u t i l i t y  r o o m ,  t u r n ed  o n  t h e  co l d  w a t e r ,  an d  t h r u s t  m y h an d  

i n t o  t h e  s t r e am .   I  s an k  t o  m y k n ees  a s  w av es  o f  n au s ea  o v e r w h e l m ed  m e .   

A ga i n  t h e  Lo r d  s p o k e ,  “G e t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ! ”   I  s t o p p ed  p r a i s i n g  l o n g  

en o u gh  t o  s ay a l o u d ,  “O k ay, ”  b u t  s t ayed  o n  m y k n ees .   A ga i n  an d  m o r e  

p e r s i s t en t l y  H e  s p o k e ,  “ G et  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ! ”   T h i s  t i m e  I  o b eyed .   W h en  I  

a s k ed  P au l  t o  t ak e  m e  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  h e  ag r eed .  

 A  d ay i n  e t e r n i t y  s eem ed  t o  p a s s  b e f o r e  w e  a r r i v ed  a t  t h e  d o o r  o f  

t h e  h o s p i t a l ’ s  E m er gen cy R o o m .   I  w as  n o t  a f r a i d .   T h e  p eace  t h a t  

en gu l f ed  m e  s eem ed  l i k e  a  w a r m  b l an k e t .   T h e  a t t en d an t  t o o k  m e  i n t o  t h e  

w a i t i n g  r o o m .   W h i l e  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  I  h ad  a  m o s t  u n u s u a l  ex p e r i en ce .   I  f e l t  

a s  t h o u gh  m y s p i r i t  h ad  l e f t  m y b o d y.   A c t u a l l y ,  I  l o o k ed  t h r o u gh  

s p i r i t u a l  eye s  l i k e  o n  a  t e l ev i s i o n  s c r een .   I  s aw  m ys e l f  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  w i t h  

a t  l e a s t  t en  an ge l s  s t an d i n g  i n  a  s em i - c i r c l e  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e ,  h ead s  b o w ed  

an d  h an d s  f o l d ed .   I  m u s t  p o i n t  o u t  h e r e  t h a t  f o r  yea r s  I  h ad  h ad  t r o u b l e  

i d en t i f yi n g  w i t h  G o d .   I  t r i ed  t o  g r a s p  t h e  co n cep t  t h a t  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  

l i v e s  w i t h i n  t h o s e  w h o  ca l l  u p o n  H i s  N am e .   I  n o w  r ea l i z ed  t h i s  t o  b e  

t r u e ;  m y l i f e  ch an ged .   T h e  an ge l s  w e r e  s u r r o u n d i n g  w h e r e  G o d  w as ;  H e  

w as  i n  m e .   O u r  s p i r i t s  w e r e  o n e  n o t  t w o .   D av i d ,  t h e  p s a l m i s t ,  w r o t e  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i n  P s a l m s  3 4 : 7 ,  “T h e  an ge l  o f  t h e  Lo r d  en cam p e t h  r o u n d  ab o u t  

t h em  t h a t  f ea r  h i m ,  an d  d e l i v e r e t h  t h em . ”   T h i s  s c r i p t u r e  c am e  t o  m e  an d  

t h e  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  i t  h i t  m e .   M y h ea r t  f i l l ed  w i t h  t h i s  r ev e l a t i o n ,  an d  

t e a r s  b egan  t o  co u r s e  d o w n  m y ch eek s .   I  k n ew  G o d  l o v ed  m e .   W h a t  a  
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g l o r i o u s  r ev e l a t i o n !   T h e  s o u n d  o f  a  n u r s e ’ s  v o i ce  cu t  t h r o u gh  m y 

r ev e r i e .   S h e  h ad  co m e  t o  t ak e  m e  t o  t h e  ex am i n i n g  r o o m .  

 A s  I  l ay o n  t h e  t ab l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  d o c t o r  t o  co m e  i n ,  a  t h o u gh t  

cam e  t o  m e ,  “T h ey a r e  h e r e , ”  m ean i n g  t h e  an ge l s .   I  co u l d  s en s e  t h e i r  

p r e s en ce .  A ga i n ,  t e a r s  co u r s ed  d o w n  m y ch ee k s .   I  p r a i s ed  G o d .  

 T h e  d o c t o r  s en t  m e  t o  t h e  X - R ay r o o m  f o r  s o m e  p i c t u r e s  a f t e r  h e  

f i n i s h ed  h i s  ex am i n a t i o n  o f  m y h an d .   W h en  t h e  d ev e l o p ed  p i c t u r e s  w e r e  

r e t u r n ed  t h e  d o c t o r  l o o k ed  a t  t h em .   H e  s a i d  t h e  b o n es  w e r e  n e i t h e r  

b r o k en  n o r  c r ack ed .   H e  b an d aged  m y h an d  an d  ex cu s ed  m e  f r o m  w o r k  f o r  

t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  n i gh t .   Fee l i n g  h ad  r e t u r n ed  t o  m y f i n ge r s  w i t h o u t  an y 

p a i n .   O h ,  I  f o r go t  t o  m en t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s k i n  o n  t h e  t o p s  o f  m y f i n ge r s  

b ecam e  s cu f f ed  w h en  I  p u l l ed  m y h an d  f r ee .  

 P au l  d r o v e  m e  b ack  t o  t h e  j o b  s i t e  t o  ge t  m y ca r .   A f t e r  w e  r e t u r n ed  

t o  t h e  ya r d  w e  w a l k ed  o u t  t o  t h e  P ack e r .   T h e  t r a i l e r  w as  s t i l l  s u s p en d ed  

i n  t h e  a i r .  W e  c l i m b ed  o n t o  t h e  r a i l c a r  t o  s ee  w h e r e  m y f i n ge r s  h ad  b een .   

T o  o u r  s h o ck  w e  s aw  t h e  d i s t an ce  b e t w een  t h e  b o t t o m  f o r w a r d  ed ge  o f  t h e  

t r a i l e r  an d  t h e  s k i p - p l a t e  w as  a  s can t  t h r ee - e i gh t h s  o f  an  i n ch .   F r i en d ,  

m y f i n ge r  b o n es  a r e  n ea r l y o n e - h a l f  o f  an  i n ch  t h i ck .  

 T h e  m o r n i n g  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d en t ,  I  k ep t  an  ap p o i n t m en t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  

h ad  m ad e  f o r  m e  t o  s ee  an  O r t h o p ed i c  s u r geo n .   T h e  d o c t o r  l o o k ed  a t  m y 

f i n ge r s  an d  h an d ,  an d  i n s t r u c t ed  m e  t o  r e t u r n  i n  a  f ew  d ays .   T h e  s cab s  

t h a t  h ad  f o r m ed  o n  m y s cu f f ed  f i n ge r s  f e l l  o f f  t h r ee  d ays  l a t e r  l e av i n g  n o  

s ca r s .   T h e  n ex t  t i m e  I  v i s i t ed  t h e  O r t h o p ed i c  s u r geo n ,  h e  ex p r e s s ed  

am az em en t .   H e  s a i d  h e  d i d  n o t  k n o w ,  n o r  co u l d  h e  ex p l a i n ,  w h y I  s t i l l  

h ad  m y f i n ge r s .   I  t o l d  h i m  w h y an d  t o  ch a l k - i t - u p  a s  a  p a t i en t ’ s  s t o r y.   

H e  l o o k ed  a t  m e  w i t h  a  b l an k  s t a r e .   W i t h i n  a  w eek  m y f i n ge r s  h ad  

r e t u r n ed  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s h ap e  w i t h o u t  co m p l i ca t i o n s .  

 I  r e l a t ed  t h e  i n c i d en t  t o  m y p a r en t s .   W h en  I  t o l d  m y p a r en t s  ab o u t  

t h e  an ge l s ,  m y d ad  s a i d  t h e  an ge l s  b o w ed  t h e i r  h ead s  b ecau s e  t h ey w e r e  

s o r r y I  w en t  t h r o u gh  a s  m u ch  p a i n  a s  I  h ad .   I  ag r eed .  
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 R em em b er ,  G o d  d o es  n o t  c au s e  t h i n gs  t o  h ap p en  t o  H i s  ch i l d r en .  

M y i n a t t en t i o n  l ed  t o  n ea r  d i s a s t e r .   C o n cen t r a t i n g  m o r e  o n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

o f  t h e  p i n  t h an  m y h an d  n ea r l y co s t  m e  m y f i n ge r s .   T h e  Lo r d  s av ed  m e  

f r o m  a  p r o b l em  I  c r ea t ed .  

 A r e  yo u  w o n d e r i n g  ab o u t  h o w  t h e  f o r ego i n g  s i t u a t i o n  f i t s  i n t o  t h e  

s c r i p t u r e  ab o u t  a  s u p p l yi n g  j o i n t ?   M y b r o t h e r ,  S t ev e ,  s p en t  t h e  d ay 

f a s t i n g .   M y w i f e ,  N i ck ee ,  p r ayed  f o r  P au l ,  b ecau s e  h e  l i k ed  t o  s m o k e  

m ar i j u an a  an d  ge t  “ s t o n ed . ”   N i ck ee  p r ayed  P au l  w o u l d  h av e  q u i ck  

r e f l ex e s  an d  b e  f u l l y  aw a r e  o f  ev e r yt h i n g .   M y m o t h e r  p r ayed  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  

a l l  d ay.   I  w a l k ed  a r o u n d  p r a i s i n g  G o d .   N o n e  o f  u s  k n ew  w h a t  t h e  o t h e r  

w as  d o i n g .   R es p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  l e ad i n g  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  w as  w h a t  m a t t e r ed .  
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6  

E D U C A T IO N :  W H O  N E E D S  IT ?  

 

 I  d o  b e l i ev e ,  f r o m  p e r s o n a l  ex p e r i en ce ,  w e  C h r i s t i a n s  g i v e  s e r i o u s  

co n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  o u r  p r e s en t  c i r cu m s t an ces .   By c i r cu m s t an ces ,  I  am  

t a l k i n g  ab o u t  o u r  p r e s en t  j o b ,  w h e r e  w e  l i v e ,  o r  w h e t h e r  w e  s h o u l d  go  t o  

co l l ege .   W e  a s k ,  “ Is  w h a t  w e  a r e  d o i n g  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d ? ”   T h a t  q u es t i o n  

can  l e ad  t o  co n f u s i o n  i f  l e f t  u n an s w er ed .   W e  co u l d  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  s o  

m u d d l ed  w e  d o  n o t  d o  an yt h i n g .   W e  m ay b eco m e  aw ar e  o f  an  i n n e r  

u r g i n g  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  i n  a  p a r t i cu l a r  a r ea .   U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  w e  d o  n o t  

a l w ays  r eco gn i z e  t h e  u r g i n g  a s  G o d ’ s  l e ad i n g .   T h e  u r g i n g  i s  s o m ew h a t  

l i k e  a  p e r s i s t en t  t h o u gh t .   N o  m a t t e r  h o w  w e  t r y t o  t u r n  i t  o f f ,  b y 

t h i n k i n g  e i t h e r  co n s c i o u s l y o r  u n co n s c i o u s l y,  “ I  am  n o t  go i n g  t o  d o  t h a t .   

Y ech ! ”   T h e  t h o u gh t  w i l l  n o t  l e av e .   T o  r e s i s t  G o d ’ s  l e ad i n g  b ecau s e  o f  

o u r  i gn o r an ce  o f  n o t  k n o w i n g  w h a t  t o  l i s t en  f o r  i s  o n e  t h i n g ,  t o  r e s i s t  n o t  

d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  ab o u t  i t  i f  w e  d o ,  i s  an o t h e r ;  t h u s ,  o u r  co n f u s i o n  

r em a i n s .   W h y?   G o d ’ s  H o l y S p i r i t  i s  gen t l y t r yi n g  t o  gu i d e  u s  t o w ar d  

s u cce s s .   I f  w e  l i s t en  an d  r e s p o n d ,  t h e  n agg i n g  w i l l  l e av e ;  p eace  w i l l  
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r ep l ace  t h e  co n f u s i o n .   I  w as  o n e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  f a i l ed  t o  r e co gn i z e  t h e  

s i gn s  an d  ev e r y t i m e  t h e  t o p i c  o f  ed u ca t i o n  cam e  u p ,  I  s t i f f en ed .   “W h o  

n eed s  i t ? ”  I  w o u l d  s ay.   I  d i d .  Becau s e  o f  m y s t u b b o r n n es s ,  I  s p en t  s ev en  

yea r s  go i n g  n o w h e r e .  

 T h e r e  w as  a  p a r t i cu l a r  m an age r  w h e r e  I  w o r k ed .   H e  t o l d  m e  h e  h ad  

s een  m an y s h a r p ,  p o t en t i a l  m an age r s .   U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  d u e  t o  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  

t h a t  p e r s o n  l a ck ed  a  co l l ege  d egr ee ,  t h e r e  w as  n o  w ay an y m an agem en t  

p o s i t i o n s  w o u l d  o p en  u p  t o  t h em .   I  t h o u gh t ,  “T h e r e  i s  t h a t  w o r d  aga i n ,  

ed u ca t i o n . ”   I  p u t  o n  a  go o d  f r o n t  b y t e l l i n g  m ys e l f ,  “ I  d o  n o t  w an t  t o  b e  

a  m an age r  an yw ay. ”   In c i d en t a l l y ,  I  w as  p r ayi n g  f o r  G o d  t o  l e ad  m e .   I  

l a t e r  r e a l i z ed  I  w as  m y o w n  w o r s t  en em y.   I  w an t ed  t o  p r o gr e s s ,  b u t  I  

h am p e r ed  H i m  a t  ev e r y t u r n  b y p l ac i n g  s t i p u l a t i o n s  o n  j u s t  h o w  H e  w as  

t o  a cco m p l i s h  H i s  an s w er  t o  m y p l ea s .   T h e  b i gges t  s t u m b l i n g  b l o ck  w as  

m y o w n  h a r d  h ead ;  o n l y G o d  co u l d  c r ack  t h i s  n u t .  

 In  1 9 8 2 ,  m y w i f e  an d  I  a t t en d ed  i n  P o r t l an d ,  O r ego n ,  t h e  f i r s t - ev e r ,  

w o r l d w i d e  co m m u n i o n  s e r v i ce .   K en n e t h  C o p e l an d  M i n i s t r i e s ,  Fo r t  

W o r t h ,  T ex as ,  s p o n s o r ed  t h e  ev en t .   T h r o u gh  b r o ad cas t  b y s a t e l l i t e ,  

p eo p l e  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  j o i n ed  i n  o n  t h i s  g r ea t  h ap p en i n g .    T h e i r  

h ea r t s  w e r e  k n i t t ed  i n  t h e  co m m o n  b o n d  o f  f a i t h .   T h e  g i an t  co m m u n i o n  

s e r v i ce  c r o s s ed  d en o m i n a t i o n a l  l i n e s ,  d o c t r i n e s ,  an d  t r ad i t i o n s .   T h e  

ev en t  u n d e r s co r ed  i n  t h e  h ea r t s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t ed  t h e  u n d en i ab l e  

t r u t h  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  Lo r d .  

 G r ea t  h ea l i n gs  t o o k  p l ace ,  p h ys i ca l  a s  w e l l  a s  s p i r i t u a l .   G o d  b o u n d  

u p  t h e  b r o k en h ea r t ed ;  t h e  d o w n - t r o d d en  H e  l i f t ed .  H i s  j o y w as  i n  t h a t  

h o s t .   L i n k ed  b y s a t e l l i t e s  an d  r em o t e  t e l ev i s i o n  o u t l e t s ,  t h e  

u n p r eced en t ed  m agn i t u d e  o f  t h i s  h o l i e s t  o f  o cca s i o n s  b u r n ed  d eep  i n t o  m y  

s o u l .   W h i l e  t h e r e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  i t  a l l  I  h ea r d  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  q u i e t l y  

s ay,  “Y o u  a r e  f r e e . ”   F r ee  f r o m  w h a t ?   F r ee  f r o m  m e!   F r ee  t o  a l l o w  G o d  

t o  w o r k .   F r ee  t o  s e r v e  H i m .   M y w i f e  s en s ed  h ea l i n g  f o r  t h e  f am i l y,  t o o .   

I  h ad  n ev e r  ex p e r i en ced  an  aw es o m e  m o v e  o f  G o d  s u ch  a s  t h i s  ev i d en ced .   
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M y w i f e  an d  I  b egan  t o  n o t i c e  an  i n d i ca t i o n  f r o m  G o d  t h r o u gh  p r aye r ,  

s t u d y o f  H i s  W o r d  an d  m ed i t a t i o n ,  t h a t  c e r t a i n  a s p ec t s  o f  o u r  f am i l y’ s  

l i f e  w e r e  ab o u t  t o  ch an ge .  

 O n e  m o r n i n g ,  m y w i f e  aw o k e  an d  t o l d  m e  o f  a  d r eam  s h e  h ad  d u r i n g  

t h e  n i gh t .   S h e  s a i d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

 “ I  w as  w a l k i n g  a l o n e  a l o n g  a  b each  o n  a  b eau t i f u l  s u n n y d ay.   

T h e  g l i s t en i n g  w h i t e  s an d  o f  t h e  b each  s t r e t ch ed  o u t  b e f o r e  

m y eyes .   A s  I  w a l k ed  I  f e l t  s u ch  p eace .   T h en  a  co m m o t i o n  

a r o s e .   I  s aw  a  v o l can o  r i s e  o u t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  u n t i l  i t  t o w e r ed  

o v e r  m e .   I t  b egan  t o  s p ew  a s h ,  s m o k e  an d  f l am es .   

Im m ed i a t e l y I  f e l t  f e a r ;  f o r  m y f am i l y an d  m e .   I  t u r n ed  an d  

r an  d o w n  t h e  b each  t o  ge t  t o  m y f am i l y.   W e  h ad  t o  ge t  o u t  o f  

t h e r e !  I  w o k e  u p .   I  i m m ed i a t e l y k n ew  w h a t  t h e  d r eam  m ean t :  

s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  w o u l d  o ccu r  a t  t h e  j o b  w h e r e  m y h u s b an d  

w o r k ed .   A  m o s t  u n g o d l y r e s t l e s s n e s s  w o u l d  b e  ev i d en ced  

t h e r e . ”  

 

A  s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r  m y em p l o ye r  l o s t  a  co n t r ac t .   W e  w e r e  r ep r e s en t ed  b y 

t h e  l o ca l  T eam s t e r s  U n i o n  u n d e r  a  co l l e c t i v e  b a r ga i n i n g  ag r eem en t .   T h e  

co m p an y s l a t ed  t o  t ak e  o u r  p l ace  w as  n o n - u n i o n .   U n i o n  an d  n o n - u n i o n  

g r o u p s  gen e r a l l y  d o  n o t  m i x ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  w e r e  s i t t i n g  o n  a  p o w d e r  k eg .   

Becau s e  I  h ad  co n s en t ed  t o  t e ach  t h e  n o n - u n i o n  s h o p  p eo p l e  h o w  t o  d o  

t h e  j o b  w e  w e r e  l o s i n g ,  a  f ew  o f  m y co - w o r k e r s  b egan  b r ea t h i n g  o u t  

t h r ea t en i n gs  aga i n s t  m y l i f e .   T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  l i k e  a  t en s e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  

b r i n g  o u t  t h e  b e s t  i n  p eo p l e .   S i n ce  I  h ad  a l r ead y d ec i d ed  aga i n s t  t r a i n i n g  

t h e  n ew  co m p an y’ s  em p l o yees ,  m y co - w o r k e r s  h ad  w as t ed  t h e i r  w o r d s .  

 D u r i n g  m y f o u r  yea r s  w i t h  t h e  co m p an y,  I  h ad  p r ayed  co n t i n u a l l y 

f o r  e ach  o f  m y co - w o r k e r s  b y n am e .   T h e  m an  w h o  d i r ec t l y  t h r ea t en ed  m e  

w as  o n e  o f  t h em .   I  w as  n o t  a f r a i d  o r  b e l l i ge r en t .   I  m e r e l y t o l d  t h a t  h i m  

n o t  t o  t h r ea t en  m e .   I  t u r n ed  t h e  m a t t e r  o v e r  t o  G o d .   T w o  yea r s  l a t e r  t h a t  
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m an  w as  p i ck ed  u p  f o r  d r i v i n g  w h i l e  d r u n k .   H e  b eca m e  d r u n k  aga i n  an d  

w as  i n v o l v ed  i n  an  au t o  c r a s h  t h a t  b r o k e  h i s  n eck .   T h e  gu y l i v ed ,  b u t  

w o u l d  n ev e r  d r i v e  a  t r u ck  aga i n  b ecau s e  o f  h i s  d r u n k en n es s .   I  m u s t  

s t r e s s  h e r e ,  I  d o  n o t  b e l i ev e  G o d  en g i n ee r ed  t h e  acc i d en t .   I  d o  b e l i ev e  

t h e  m an  b r o u gh t  t h e  s en t e n ce  u p o n  h i m s e l f .  

 N ea r l y t w o  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  I  en l i s t ed  i n  t h e  U . S .  A i r  Fo r ce  R es e r v e .   

T h r ee  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h a t  b o t h  m y w i f e  an d  I  f e l t  co m p e l l ed  t o  r e - j o i n  t h e  

U . S .  A i r  Fo r ce .   I  t e r m i n a t ed  w i t h  t h e  co m p an y,  r e ce i v ed  a  co n d i t i o n a l  

r e l e a s e  f r o m  t h e  R es e r v e s  an d  r e - en l i s t ed  i n  A p r i l  o f  1 9 8 3 .   Be l i ev e  m e ,  

u p  t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  m i l i t a r y s e r v i ce  w as  t h e  f a r t h e s t  t h i n g  f r o m  o u r  m i n d s .   

I  d i d  n o t  r e - j o i n  f o r  t h e  m o n ey.   M o s t  p eo p l e  k n o w  t h e  en l i s t ed  m i l i t a r y 

i s  g r o s s l y u n d e r p a i d .   R a t h e r ,  I  r e j o i n ed  b ecau s e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  o f  t h e  

Lo r d .   T h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  m o v e  s o o n  b ecam e  ap p a r en t .  

 W i t h i n  o n e  yea r  a f t e r  go i n g  b ack  i n t o  t h e  A i r  Fo r ce ,  t h e  co m p an y I  

h ad  w o r k ed  f o r  s h u t  i t s  d o o r s .   T h e  co m p an y b ecam e  p l agu ed  b y a  s t a r k  

l a ck  o f  b u s i n e s s .   D u e  t o  l a r ge  d eb t s  an d  f i s c a l  m i s - m an agem en t ,  t h e  

co m p an y d i d  n o t  p ay i t s  em p l o yees  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  o n e  m o n t h .   T h e  

w o r k e r s  w e r e  d e s p e r a t e .   M y w i f e ’ s  S p i r i t - i n s p i r ed  d r eam  h ad  co m e  t o  

p a s s .   W e  p r a i s ed  G o d  f o r  s p a r i n g  u s  t h a t  d i f f i cu l t y .  

 I  d e s i r ed  t o  b e  an  A i r  Fo r ce  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  I  n eed ed  a  f o r m a l  ed u ca t i o n  

t o  b e  o n e .   Fo r t u n a t e l y,  I  w as  ab l e  t o  t r an s f e r  s o m e  h o u r s  f r o m  a  s ch o o l  I  

h ad  a t t en d ed  yea r s  b e f o r e .   T h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  ge t t i n g  t o  o f f i c e r  s ch o o l  

b e f o r e  t h e  m ax i m u m  age  cu t - o f f  w as  a  l o n g - s h o t ,  b u t  I  w o u l d  t r y.   I  

en r o l l ed  i n  E m b r y- R i d d l e  A e r o n au t i c a l  U n i v e r s i t y’ s  C o l l ege  o f  

C o n t i n u i n g  E d u ca t i o n  l o ca t ed  o n  t h e  A i r  Fo r ce  b a s e .   I  co u l d  w o r k  a l l  d ay 

an d  go  t o  s ch o o l  a l l  n i gh t .   M y w i f e  an d  I  co m m i t t ed  t h i s  t o  t h e  Lo r d .   

W e  k n ew  H e  w o u l d  l e ad  an d  o p en  t h e  d o o r s .  

 O n  t h e  f i r s t  d ay o f  c l a s s  w e  h ad  a  v i s i t o r  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .   H e  

o u t l i n ed  s o m e  s t i f f  f i n an c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  c r ea t ed  i m m ed i a t e  f i n an c i a l  

p r o b l em s  f o r  m e .   I  w as  a t t en d i n g  s ch o o l  o n  t h e  V e t e r an  G . I .  B i l l  t h r o u gh  
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t h e  V e t e r an s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .   Becau s e  o f  t h e  G . I .  B i l l ,  t h e  go v e r n m en t  

w o u l d  p ay f o r  m y s ch o o l i n g  a s  l o n g  a s  I  m a i n t a i n ed  a  go o d  g r ad e  p o i n t  

av e r age .   T h e  p r o b l em  l ay i n  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  t h e  V . A .  d i d  n o t  d i s b u r s e  f u n d s  

f o r  s ch o o l  u n t i l  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  s em es t e r .   T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w an t ed  a  f u l l  

o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  cu r r en t  s em es t e r ’ s  co s t s  u p  f r o n t .   N o t  h av i n g  f u n d s  t o  

d e f r ay t h e  co s t  o f  t h i s  r eq u i r em en t  m ean t  I  w o u l d  h av e  t o  d r o p  o u t  o f  

s ch o o l ,  an d  I  h ad  h a r d l y s t a r t ed !   T h e  v i s i t o r  t o l d  m e ,  “N o t h i n g  i s  

i m p o s s i b l e .   S ee  m e  t o m o r r o w  a t  t h e  o f f i c e . ”  

 I  a r r i v ed  a t  t h e  s ch o o l ’ s  o f f i c e  t h e  n ex t  d ay a s  i n s t r u c t ed .  T h e  

v i s i t o r  h ad  h ad  t o  l e av e  b e f o r e  I  go t  t h e r e  f o r  an o t h e r  d e s t i n a t i o n  o n  h i s  

i t i n e r a r y.   H e  d i d  n o t  l e av e ;  h o w ev e r ,  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  t h e  s ch o o l  r eg i s t r a r  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  o n  m y b eh a l f .  

 T h e  v i s i t o r  s a i d  I  co u l d  co n t i n u e  s ch o o l  i f  w e  o b s e r v ed  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g :   A l l  t r an s ac t i o n s  w e r e  t o  b e  d i s c r ee t ;  n o  b r o ad cas t i n g  a l l o w ed .  

I  w as  t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  s ch o o l ,  i m m ed i a t e l y u p o n  a r r i v a l ,  t h e  ed u ca t i o n  

ch eck  f r o m  t h e  V e t e r an s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .   T h e  p u r ch as e  o f  b o o k s  w as  a  

s ep a r a t e  a r r an gem e n t .   N o t h i n g  w as  i l l ega l .   T h i s  s p ec i a l  a l l o w an ce  

w o u l d  d i s s o l v e  i f  I  v o i ced  t h e  a r r an gem en t ,  o r  m y g r ad es  d i d  n o t  r e f l e c t  

t h a t  I  w as  d e s e r v i n g  o f  t h e  u n m er i t ed  f av o r .   In t e r e s t i n g l y,  a f t e r  I  

co m p l e t ed  s ch o o l ,  an y f u r t h e r  a l l o w an ces  f o r  an y o t h e r  s t u d en t s  c ea s ed .  

 I  co n t i n u ed  a t t en d i n g  c l a s s e s .   I  w o r k ed  e i gh t  t o  t en  h o u r s  a  d ay.   I  

a t t en d ed  c l a s s e s  a t  n i gh t  c a r r yi n g  a  s i x  t o  t w e l v e  h o u r  c l a s s  l o ad .   

A d d i t i o n a l l y,  I  h e l d ,  a t  o n e  t i m e ,  t w o  p a r t - t i m e  j o b s ,  an d  s u p p o r t ed  a  

f am i l y o f  f i v e .   T o  d o  j u s t i c e  t o  a l l  r eq u i r ed  s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n e .   P r i o r i t i e s  

h ad  t o  b e  e s t ab l i s h ed  an d  m a i n t a i n ed .   W i t h  t h e  h e l p  f r o m  G o d  t h r o u gh  

p r aye r ,  s u cce s s  w as  p o s s i b l e .   G o d  h ad  o p en ed  t h e  d o o r  f o r  s ch o o l ;  I  

w o u l d  n o t  d i s ap p o i n t  H i m .  

 I  l i k en  m y o p p o r t u n i t y t o  go  t o  s ch o o l  t o  a  s t o r y  I  h ea r d  co n ce r n i n g  

a  m o t h e r  c a t  an d  h e r  k i t t en .   A  m o t h e r  c a t  s t o o d  o n  t h e  co r n e r  o f  a  b u s y 

i n t e r s ec t i o n  w i t h  a  k i t t en  c l u t ch ed  i n  h e r  t e e t h .   In  t h e  cen t e r  o f  t h e  
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i n t e r s ec t i o n ,  a  t r a f f i c  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  w as  g i v i n g  d i r ec t i o n  t o  t h e  m o t o r i s t s .   

T h e  o f f i c e r  w o u l d  s i gn a l  t h e  t r a f f i c  w h en  i t  w as  s a f e  t o  en t e r  an d  p a s s  

t h r o u gh  t h e  i n t e r s ec t i o n  w h i l e  h e ,  a t  t h e  s am e  t i m e ,  h e l d  b ack  c r o s s -

t r a f f i c .   T h r o u gh  h i s  gu i d an ce  a l l  t r a f f i c  p r o ceed ed  s a f e l y.   T h e  p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r  s p i ed  t h e  ca t  h o l d i n g  h e r  k i t t en .   H e  h e l d  u p  h i s  a r m s  t o  s i gn a l  t o  

t h e  m o t o r i s t s  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  t h a t  ev e r yo n e  w as  t o  s t o p  i m m ed i a t e l y.   

T h e  ca t  t h en  p r o ceed ed  u n h i n d e r ed  d i ago n a l l y a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  w a l k i n g  

d i r ec t l y  u n d e r  t h e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ' s  o u t s t r e t ch ed  a r m s .   W h en  t h e  ca t  h ad  

s a f e l y r e ach ed  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t ,  t h e  o f f i c e r  m o t i o n ed  t h e  n ex t  

l i n e  o f  t r a f f i c  t o  p r o ceed .  

 W e  m ay n ev e r  k n o w  j u s t  h o w  m an y t i m es  J e s u s  h a s  s t o p p ed  t h e  

t r a f f i c  o f  l i f e  s o  w e  m ay p a s s  t h r o u gh  s a f e l y.   W ays  t h a t  a r e  o p en ed  t o  

yo u  a r e  f o r  yo u .   P r i n c i p l e s  m ay s eem  t o  b e  t h e  s am e  a s  o t h e r s ,  b u t  n o t  

p r ec i s e l y.   T h e  p a t h  o f  l i f e  u p o n  w h i ch  yo u  t r e ad  i s  u n i q u e  t o  yo u .   I  

v i ew ed  m ys e l f  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  ca t .   G o d  a l l o w ed  m e  t o  p a s s  w h e r e  n o  

o t h e r s  h ad .   T h e  p r i o r i t i e s  I  s e t  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  f i r s t ,  G o d ;  s eco n d ,  

f am i l y;  t h i r d ,  r egu l a r  j o b ;  f o u r t h ,  s ch o o l ;  l a s t l y ,  m y p a r t - t i m e  j o b .   M y 

w i f e  an d  ch i l d r en  w e r e  v e r y s u p p o r t i v e .   T h e  h o u r s  s p en t  i n  s ch o o l  an d  

w o r k i n g  s eem ed  en d l e s s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  an y t i m e  s p en t  w i t h  m y f am i l y w as  

q u a l i t y  t i m e  t o ge t h e r .   S o m e t i m es ,  I  w o u l d  ex p r e s s  h o w  t i r ed  I  w as  o f  

b e i n g  go n e  s o  m u ch .   A t  o t h e r  t i m es ,  m y w i f e  w o u l d  ex p r e s s  t h e  s am e  

t h i n g .   In  a l l  c a s e s ,  w e  co n s o l ed  o n e  an o t h e r  w i t h  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  a s  e ach  

t e r m  o f  s ch o o l  w as  co m p l e t ed  w e  w e r e  n ea r e r  o u r  go a l ;  g r ad u a t i o n  an d  

d i s ch a r ge  f r o m  t h e  A i r  Fo r c e .  

 I  gav e  u p  h o p e  o f  b eco m i n g  an  A i r  Fo r ce  o f f i c e r .   M ee t i n g  t h e  

r eq u i r em en t  o f  h av i n g  a  d egr ee  an d  b e i n g  i n  a t t en d an ce  a t  t h e  U . S .  A i r  

Fo r ce  O f f i c e r  T r a i n i n g  S ch o o l  b y t h e  t i m e  I  r e ach ed  t h i r t y - f i f t h  b i r t h d ay 

w o u l d  b e  p h ys i ca l l y  i m p o s s i b l e .   I  en d eav o r ed  t o  ge t  a s  m u ch  ed u ca t i o n  

a s  p o s s i b l e .   I  w o u l d  m ak e  t h e  f o u r  yea r s  i n  t h e  A i r  Fo r ce  co u n t  an d  

o b t a i n  m y d egr ee .   O u r  go a l  w as  f o r  m e  t o  b e  h o n o r ab l y d i s ch a r ged ,  an d  
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s ecu r e  a  go o d  j o b  w i t h  a  m a j o r  a e r o s p ace  co m p an y.   A l l  w o u l d  b e  

acco m p l i s h ed  w i t h  Fa t h e r  G o d  i n  ch a r ge  a s  Lo r d  o f  o u r  f am i l y.   W e  co u l d  

n o t  l o s e .  

 T h e  Lo r d  h e l p ed  m e  o v e r co m e  o b s t ac l e s  a s  t h ey p r e s en t ed  

t h em s e l v e s .   T h e  o b s t ac l e s  w o u l d  ap p ea r  o n l y t o  d i s ap p ea r  w h en  t h e  

W o r d  o f  G o d  w as  ap p l i ed  t o  t h em .   T h e  o b s t ac l e s  I  am  t a l k i n g  ab o u t  w e r e  

s u ch  t h i n gs  a s  g r ad es ,  co m p r eh en s i o n ,  t i m e  t o  s t u d y,  a t t en d an ce  a t  w o r k ,  

an d  q u a l i t y  t i m e  w i t h  m y f am i l y,  j u s t  t o  n am e  a  f ew .   J e s u s  gav e  u s  t h e  

au t h o r i t y ,  a s  r e co r d ed  b y M a t t h ew  1 7 : 2 0 ,  “A n d  J e s u s  s a i d  u n t o  t h em . . . I f  

ye  h av e  f a i t h  a s  a  g r a i n  o f  m u s t a r d  s ee ,  ye  s h a l l  s ay u n t o  t h i s  m o u n t a i n ,  

r em o v e  h en ce  t o  yo n d e r  p l ace ;  an d  i t  s h a l l  r em o v e ;  an d  n o t h i n g  s h a l l  b e  

i m p o s s i b l e  u n t o  yo u . ”  

 D u r i n g  t h e  f o u r  yea r s  s p en t  t o  co m p l e t i n g  m y d egr ee ,  I  ex p e r i en ced  

s u cce s s  a f t e r  s u cce s s  i n  t h e  Lo r d .   C o n s t an t l y k eep i n g  t h e  w h o l e  a f f a i r  

b e f o r e  G o d  w as  t h e  k ey t o  s u cce s s .   In d eed ,  I  r e a l i z ed  t h a t  G o d  w as  

i n t e r e s t ed  i n  w h a t  I  w as  d o i n g ;  H e  j u s t  w an t ed  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  i t .   W h en  

p r i o r i t i e s  a r e  k ep t ,  o n e  can  n o t  k eep  f r o m  w i n n i n g ,  e s p ec i a l l y  i f  a  p e r s o n  

m ak es  J e s u s  t h e  Lo r d  o f  t h e i r  en d eav o r s  an d  s eek s  H i s  l e ad e r s h i p .   

M ak i n g  J e s u s  t h e  Lo r d  o f  a l l  i s  a  co n s c i o u s  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  b en d i n g  o f  t h e  

k n ee ,  t h e  f u l l  a ck n o w l ed gm en t  o f  G o d ’ s  s o v e r e i gn  p l ace  i n  o u r  l i v e s .   I  

gr ad u a t ed  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  b o t h  A s s o c i a t e  an d  Bach e l o r  d egr ee s .   

I  w en t  o n  t o  s t u d y f o r  an d  r ece i v e  a  M as t e r s  o f  A e r o n au t i c a l  S c i en ce  

d egr ee .   I  ap p l i ed  f o r  an d  r ece i v ed  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y t o  t e ach  a s  an  ad j u n c t  

f a cu l t y m em b er  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  I  h ad  j u s t  a t t en d ed .  

 A l l  o f  t h e  ed u ca t i o n  I  r e ce i v ed  w as  a  k ey t o  o p en  t h e  d o o r  o f  a  

m a j o r  a i r c r a f t  m an u f ac t u r e r .   S t r an ge ,  I  s p en t  s ev en  yea r s  t e l l i n g  G o d  

w h a t  I  d i d  n o t  n eed .   I f  I  h ad  s u b m i t t ed  t o  H i m  ea r l i e r ,  H e  w o u l d  h av e  

h ad  s o m eo n e  m o r e  p l i ab l e  t o  l e ad .   O n l y G o d  k n o w s  w h a t  b l e s s i n gs  I  

m i s s ed  d u r i n g  t h o s e  s ev en  yea r s .  
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 E d u ca t i o n  co m es  i n  a l l  f o r m s ,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  f r eq u en t  l e s s o n s  a r e  

l e a r n ed  i n  t h e  s ch o o l  o f  l i f e .   I f  w e  l e t  G o d ,  h o w ev e r ,  t em p e r  t h o s e  

l e s s o n s  w i t h  H i s  W o r d ,  w e  w i l l  b e  s u cce s s f u l  i n  w h a t ev e r  w e  d o .   

T h r o u gh  a l l  o f  t h e  ed u ca t i o n  I  r e ce i v ed  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  I  h av e  l e a r n ed  

o n e  t h i n g  am o n g  m an y;  t em p o r a l  ed u ca t i o n  i s  o l d  n ew s  b y t h e  t i m e  yo u  

h ea r  i t .   E d u ca t i o n  t h a t  s t an d s  t h e  t e s t  o f  t i m e ,  I  h av e  f o u n d ,  i s  t h e  W o r d  

o f  G o d .   T h e  W o r d  i s  a l w ays  a l i v e ,  cu r r en t ,  an d  r ead y t o  b e  u s ed  i n  o u r  

d a i l y  l i v e s  t o  k i ck  d o w n  t h e  w a l l s  o f  i gn o r an ce .   Fo r m a l  a cad em i c  

ed u ca t i o n  m ay n o t  b e  f o r  ev e r yo n e ,  b u t  w e  ce r t a i n l y n eed  an  ed u ca t i o n  i n  

G o d ’ s  H o l y W o r d .   I f  w e  d o  n o t  ap p l y w h a t  w e  l e a r n  i n  G o d ’ s  W o r d  t o  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  w e  f ace  i n  o u r  l i f e ,  h o w  can  w e  b e  s u cce s s f u l ?   I  d o  n o t  s ee  

t h a t  w e  can .   W h a t  d o  yo u  t h i n k ?  
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7  

F IS H IN G  

 

 O n e  h o t ,  s u l t r y,  d ay,  I  s a t  o n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  co ck p i t  o f  a  U . S .  A i r  

Fo r ce  h i gh  p e r f o r m an ce  T - 3 8  a i r c r a f t .   T h e  A i r  Fo r ce  u s e s  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  t o  

t r a i n  p i l o t s  t o  f l y  i n  t h e  ad v a n ced  s t age s  o f  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .   T h e  p l ace  

w h e r e  t h e  p i l o t  s i t s ,  s o - ca l l ed  t h e  co ck p i t ,  w as  s m a l l  an d  h ad  s o m e  v e r y 

d i f f i cu l t  a r ea s  t o  w o r k  i n  an d  a r o u n d  ev en  f o r  t h e  v e r y ex p e r i en ced  

m a i n t en an ce  p e r s o n .   T h e  a i r c r a f t  I  s a t  i n  t h a t  d ay w as  o n e  o f  s ev e r a l  

h a n ga r ed  t o ge t h e r .   S w ea t  r an  i n  r i v u l e t s  d o w n  m y f ace ,  an d  t h e  p a l m s  o f  

m y h an d s  w e r e  s w ea t y;  h o l d i n g  o n t o  t o o l s  w as  n ea r l y i m p o s s i b l e .  

 M y j o b  w as  t o  r ep l ace  e i gh t  o f  t h e  cab l e s  o n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  r u d d e r  

b r ak e  p ed a l s .   W h en  t h e  p i l o t  p u s h es  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p ed a l s  t h e  b r ak es  

a r e  a c t i v a t ed ;  t h u s ,  c au s i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  s t o p  m o v i n g .   C h an g i n g  t h e  

cab l e s  w as  a  s n ap ,  an d  ad j u s t i n g  t h e  cab l e  t en s i o n ,  f r u s t r a t i n g .  

 H o l d i n g  o n t o  b o t h  en d s  o f  a  s h o r t  p i ece  o f  s t r i n g  an d  p u l l i n g  t h e  

t w o  en d s  aw ay f r o m  each  o t h e r  i s  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t en s i o n .   T h e  h a r d e r  

t h e  s t r i n g  i s  p u l l ed  t h e  m o r e  t au t ,  o r  s t r e t ch ed ,  t h e  s t r i n g  b eco m es .   
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A n o t h e r  ex am p l e  i s  a  gu i t a r  s t r i n g .   T h e  gu i t a r  s t r i n g  i s  s t r e t ch ed ,  

t i gh t en ed ,  b y s i m p l y t u r n i n g  t h e  k eys ;  m o r e  s t r e t ch i n g  m ean s  h i gh e r  

t en s i o n .   T h e  i n c r ea s ed  t en s i o n  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  an  au d i b l y h i gh e r  t o n e  w h en  

t h e  s t r i n g  i s  p l u ck ed  o r  s t r u m m ed .   T h e  b r ak e  cab l e s  d o  n o t  h av e  k eys ;  

i n s t ead ,  t h e r e  a r e  s w ed ges ,  s l e ev es ,  an d  b a r r e l  n u t s .  

 S w ed ges  a r e  l i t t l e  b a l l s  o f  s t e e l  c l am p ed  o n t o  t h e  en d s  o f  t h e  c ab l e .   

T h e  s w ed ges  f i t  i n t o  t h e  s l e ev es ,  o r  h o l d e r s ,  an d  h av e  t h r ead s  l i k e  a  b o l t .   

T h e  s l e ev es  h av e  a  s l o t  o n  t h e  s i d e  t h r o u gh  w h i ch  t h e  cab l e  p a s s e s .   T h e  

s w ed ge  i s  s ea t ed  i n  a  h o l l o w  a r ea  o n  o n e  en d  o f  t h e  s l e ev e .   N ex t ,  t h e  

s l e ev e  co n t a i n i n g  t h e  s w ed ge d  cab l e  i s  t h r ead ed  i n t o  t h e  b a r r e l .   T h e  

s w ed ge  i s  s ecu r ed  w i t h i n  t h e  co n f i n e s  o f  t h e  b a r r e l .    

 T h e  s l e ev es  an d  b a r r e l s  a r e  t h r ead ed  t o ge t h e r  w h i ch  w i l l  ev en t u a l l y ,  

w h en  t u r n ed  b y a  w r en ch ,  b eg i n  t o  t i gh t en  t h e  cab l e .   A  t o o l  i s  u s ed  t o  

m eas u r e  t h e  co r r e c t  t en s i o n .   W h en  t h e  p r o p e r  t en s i o n  i s  r e ach ed ,  a  s t e e l  

p i ece  o f  w i r e  c a l l ed  s a f e t y w i r e  i s  i n s e r t ed  i n t o  t h e  s l o t  o n  t h e  s l e ev e  an d  

o u t  t h r o u gh  a  v e r y t i n y h o l e  i n  t h e  t u b e .   T h e  f i n a l  s t ep  i s  t o  d o u b l e  t h e  

w i r e  b ack  t o ge t h e r  an d  t w i s t  t h e  en d s  a r o u n d  ea ch  o t h e r .   U s i n g  s a f e t y 

w i r e  p r ev en t s  t h e  s l e ev e  f r o m  t u r n i n g .   T h e  cab l e  en d  w i l l  n o t  co m e  o u t ,  

an d  t h e  p i l o t  w i l l  a l w ays  b e  ab l e  t o  s t o p  t h e  a i r c r a f t .   T h e  j o b  o f  p u t t i n g  

w i r e s  i n  t h e  b a r r e l  i s  w h e r e  I  w en t  f i s h i n g .  

 I  w as  u n ab l e  t o  m e r e l y s l i d e  t h e  w i r e  t h r o u gh  t h e  s l e ev e  an d  o u t  t h e  

s m a l l  h o l e  f o r  t w o  r ea s o n s .   O n e ,  t h e  s l o t  w as  v e r y d eep  an d ,  t w o ,  a  

s ev e r e  b en d  w o u l d  h av e  t o  b e  m ad e  i n  t h e  w i r e  t o  ge t  i t  t h r o u gh  t h e  h o l e .   

I  w o r k ed  n ea r l y a l l  d ay o n  t h e  e i gh t  c ab l e s  t r yi n g  t o  ge t  t h e  s a f e t y w i r e  i n  

p l a ce .   I  w as  v e r y f r u s t r a t ed .  

 I  p r ayed ,  “D ea r  Lo r d ,  I  n eed  an  i d ea  h o w  t o  ge t  t h i s  w i r e  d o w n  t h e  

s l o t ,  an d  o u t  t h r o u gh  t h e  h o l e .   I  t h an k  yo u  f o r  t h e  i d ea  i n  ad v an ce .   I  a s k  

i t  i n  J e s u s ’  N am e . ”   W i t h i n  m o m en t s  t h e  an s w er  cam e .   A  t h o u gh t  w as  

g i v en  t o  m e  t o  b en d  t h e  w i r e  t o  l o o k  l i k e  a  f i s h  h o o k .  U s i n g  a  p a i r  o f  

p l i e r s ,  I  b en t  t h e  w i r e  en d  t o  l o o k  l i k e  a  h o o k .   s l i p p i n g  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  
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w i r e  i n t o  t h e  s l o t ,  I  b egan  r o t a t i n g  t h e  w i r e  t o  a l l o w  t h e  w i r e  en d  t o  go  

t h r o u gh  t h e  h o l e .   T h e  i d ea  w o r k ed !   I  d i d  t h e  s am e  t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  s eco n d  

g r o u p  o f  c ab l e s  a s  I  h ad  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t .   F i n a l l y ,  I  f i n i s h ed  j o b .    I  p r a i s ed  

G o d .   I  h ad  s ev e r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  t e ach  o t h e r  p eo p l e  t h i s  G o d - g i v en  

t e ch n i q u e ,  an d  i t  s av ed  t h em  s u b s t an t i a l  t i m e ,  t o o .  

 I f  I  h ad  ca l l ed  o n  G o d  a t  t h e  v e r y b eg i n n i n g  o f  t h e  j o b  I  w o u l d  n o t  

h av e  w as t ed  s o  m u ch  t i m e .   S o m e t i m es  i t  s e em s  a s  t h o u gh  w e  C h r i s t i an s  

d o  n o t  c a l l  o n  G o d  u n t i l  w e  a r e  t h o r o u gh l y f r u s t r a t ed .   O n e  t h i n g  i s  c l e a r :  

G o d  w i l l  n o t  i n t e r v en e  u n l e s s  w e  i n v i t e  H i m .   H e  w a i t s  u n t i l  w e  a r e  r e ad y 

t o  b e  s av ed  b e f o r e  H e  g i v e s  u s  an  an s w er .   A f t e r  a s k i n g ,  w e  m u s t  w a i t  f o r  

t h e  an s w er  r a t h e r  t h an  a s k i n g  t h e  q u es t i o n  w h i l e  r u n n i n g  aw ay b e f o r e  t h e  

an s w er  i s  g i v en .   W h a t  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  r e s u l t  o f  n o t  l i s t en i n g?   W e  m ay 

ex c l a i m  t h a t  G o d  n ev e r  t a l k s  t o  u s .   W e  n eed  t o  b e  o p en  t o  H i s  an s w er .   

W e  n eed  t o  w a i t  f o r  i t  an d  r e s p o n d  i n  a cco r d an ce  t o  t h a t  an s w er .  

 I  l i k e  b e i n g  h e l p ed  b y G o d .   M ayb e  a  d i f f i cu l t y  h a s  a r i s en  i n  yo u r  

l i f e .   A l w ays  “ t ack l e”  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  l i f e  w i t h  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .   Y o u  

w i l l  “n e t ”  m u ch  s u cce s s ,  an d  b e  “h o o k ed ”  f o r  l i f e .  
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8  

I  LO V E  Y O U  

 

 P a r en t i n g  i s  t h e  t o u gh es t  a s s i gn m en t  ev e r  u n d e r t ak en  b y an  ad u l t .   

A d u l t s  w e r e  n o t  b o r n  p a r en t s ,  b u t  w e r e  b o r n  a s  ch i l d r en  w h o  g r ew  i n t o  

ad u l t s .   T h e  t a s k  o f  w e  ad u l t s  w h o  b e co m e  p a r en t s  i s  t o  t e ach  o u r  

ch i l d r en  t h r o u gh  t h e  yea r s  w h i l e  t h ey a r e  w i t h  u s  h o w  t o  l i v e  s u cce s s f u l l y  

i n  o u r  s o c i e t y.    

 Wh a t  t o  t e ach  ch i l d r en  i s  co - eq u a l  w i t h  h o w  t o  t e ach .   W e  m ay 

t h i n k  w e  k n o w  w h a t  t o  t e ach ,  b u t  w e  m ay n o t  k n o w  h o w  t o  t e ach ;  

t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  n eed  w i s d o m .   T o  l o v e  an d  t o  r e ce i v e  l o v e  i s  e s s en t i a l  f o r  

p r o p e r  d ev e l o p m en t ,  an d  w e  m u s t  n o t  o n l y k n o w  w e  a r e  l o v ed ,  an d  w e  

n eed  b o t h  t o  t e l l  an d  b e  t o l d  w e  a r e  l o v ed .   G o d  t au gh t  u s  a  v a l u ab l e  

o b j ec t  l e s s o n  o n  t h e  s u b j ec t  o f  l o v e  t h r o u gh  o u r  s eco n d  s o n ,  J e r em y.  

 J e r em y w as  a  p o w er h o u s e  o f  en e r gy w h en  h e  w as  b e t w een  t w o  an d  

f o u r  yea r s  o f  age .   W h o o p i n g  an d  h o l l e r i n g ,  an d  j u m p i n g  u p  an d  d o w n ,  h e  

w o u l d  r u n  t h r o u gh  t h e  h o u s e ;  t h u s  h e  ga i n ed  t h e  n i ck n am e ,  m ega - m o u t h .   

I f  t h e r e  w e r e  t h i n gs  t o  ge t  i n t o ,  J e r em y f o u n d  t h em .   O n e  n i gh t ,  f o r  
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ex am p l e ,  I  r o s e  t o  r e ad y m ys e l f  f o r  w o r k .   I  w a l k ed  i n t o  t h e  k i t ch en  an d  

s t o o d  s t o ck  s t i l l  s t a r i n g  w i t h  am az em en t  a t  t h e  s cen e  b e f o r e  m e .   E v e r y 

p an  an d  l i d  h ad  b een  t ak en  f r o m  t h e i r  p l ace  i n  t h e  cu p b o a r d  an d  s ca t t e r ed  

o n  t h e  f l o o r .   I  n o t i c ed  t h e  l i gh t  w as  o n  i n  t h e  b ed r o o m  w h e r e  J e r em y,  

an d  o u r  yo u n ges t  s o n ,  J ayco b ,  s l ep t .   U p o n  o p en i n g  t h e  d o o r  I  w as  aga i n  

am az ed  f o r  t h e r e  w as  J e r em y,  s c i s s o r s  i n  h an d ,  h av i n g  j u s t  g i v en  J ayco b  

an d  h i m s e l f  a  h a i r cu t .   J ayco b ’ s  h a i r  w as  n o t  i n  b ad  s h ap e ,  b u t  J e r em y 

h ad  cu t  h i s  l o ck s  u p  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  h i s  f o r eh ead ;  h e  l o o k ed  l i k e  a  p u n k  

r o ck e r .  

 N i ck ee ' s  ab i l i t y  t o  co p e  w i t h  J e r em y' s  b eh av i o r  w as  b eco m i n g  

i n c r ea s i n g l y l e s s .   O n e  d ay N i ck ee  an d  I  s a t  t a l k i n g  ab o u t  w h a t  t o  d o  w i t h  

h i m .   H o w  w er e  w e  t o  d ea l  w i t h  t h i s  d i f f i cu l t  ch i l d ?   C o r r ec t i o n s  o f  an y 

k i n d  an d  co m m an d s  f o r  h i m  t o  b e  q u i e t  d i d  n o t  ge t  h i s  a t t en t i o n ;  t h e  w i l d  

ca t  s c r eam s  w en t  o n  co n t i n u a l l y.   N i ck ee  co n f i d ed  t o  m e  s h e  v e r y m u ch  

l o v ed  J e r em y b u t  f e l t  d i s l i k e ,  a t  t i m es ,  f o r  h i m  t o  ev en  b e  a r o u n d  h i m  

b ecau s e  o f  t h e  a f o r em en t i o n ed .   S h e  s a i d  s h e  k n ew  h e r  f e e l i n gs  w e r e  

w r o n g ,  h e  w as  h e r  s o n ,  b u t  w h a t  w as  s h e  t o  d o ?   N i ck ee  n eed ed  s o l i d  

an s w er s  n o t  s o m e  p a t  an s w er  t o  m ak e  h e r  f e e l  go o d .   W e  t u r n ed  o u r  

a t t en t i o n  t o  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .  

 In  t h e  b o o k  o f  I  J o h n  3 : 2 0  w e  r ead  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :   “Fo r  i f  o u r  h ea r t  

co n d em n  u s ,  G o d  i s  g r ea t e r  t h an  o u r  h ea r t ,  an d  k n o w e t h  a l l  t h i n gs . ”   

N i ck ee ’ s  h ea r t  co n d em n ed  h e r  b ecau s e  s h e  d i d  n o t  s eem  t o  l o v e  J e r em y,  

b u t  t h e  W o r d  s a i d  t h a t  G o d  i s  g r ea t e r  t h an  o u r  h ea r t ,  an d  k n o w s  a l l  

t h i n gs .   In  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  n o t h i n g  e s cap es  G o d ’ s  a t t en t i o n ,  an d  H e  i s  ab l e  

t o  t ak e  ca r e  o f  h ea r t s .    

 N i ck ee  n eed ed  a  s e r i o u s  d o s e  o f  w i s d o m  b ecau s e  s h e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  

w h a t  t o  d o  t o  r em ed y t h e  s i t u a t i o n .   A ga i n ,  G o d ’ s  W o r d  p r o v i d ed  t h e  

an s w er  i n  J am es  1 : 5 - 7 ,  “ I f  an y o f  yo u  l a ck  w i s d o m ,  l e t  h i m  a s k  o f  G o d ,  

t h a t  g i v e t h  t o  a l l  m en  l i b e r a l l y ,  an d  u p b r a i d e t h  n o t ;  an d  i t  s h a l l  b e  g i v en  

h i m .   Bu t  l e t  h i m  a s k  i n  f a i t h ,  n o t h i n g  w av e r i n g .   Fo r  h e  t h a t  w av e r e t h  i s  
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l i k e  a  w av e  o f  t h e  s ea  d r i v en  w i t h  t h e  w i n d  t o s s ed .   Fo r  l e t  n o t  t h a t  m an  

t h i n k  h e  s h a l l  r e ce i v e  an y t h i n g  o f  t h e  Lo r d . ”   W e  a l s o  r ead  I  J o h n  3 : 2 2 -

2 3 ,  “A n d  w h a t s o ev e r  w e  a s k ,  w e  r ece i v e  o f  h i m ,  b ecau s e  w e  k eep  h i s  

co m m an d m en t s ,  an d  d o  t h o s e  t h i n gs  t h a t  a r e  p l ea s i n g  i n  h i s  s i gh t .   A n d  

t h i s  i s  h i s  co m m an d m en t ,  T h a t  w e  s h o u l d  b e l i ev e  o n  t h e  n am e  o f  h i s  s o n  

J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  an d  l o v e  o n e  an o t h e r  a s  h e  gav e  u s  co m m an d m en t . ”   N i ck ee  

w an t ed  t o  l o v e  J e r em y,  an d  s h e  w an t ed  t o  m ee t  t h e  co m m an d m en t  o f  t h e  

Lo r d .   W e  d i s cu s s ed  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  f o r g i v en es s  i s  l o v e  i n  a c t i o n .   W e  a l s o  

k n ew  G o d  w o u l d  an s w er  b ecau s e  o f  w h a t  w e  r ead  i n  I  J o h n  5 : 1 4 - 1 5 ,  “A n d  

t h i s  i s  t h e  co n f i d en ce  t h a t  w e  h av e  i n  h i m ,  t h a t  i f  w e  a s k  an y t h i n g  

acco r d i n g  t o  h i s  w i l l ,  h e  h ea r e t h  u s :  A n d  i f  w e  k n o w  t h a t  h e  h ea r  u s ,  

w h a t s o ev e r  w e  a s k ,  w e  k n o w  t h a t  w e  h av e  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  t h a t  w e  d e s i r ed  o f  

h i m . ”   T h e  Lo r d  h ad  j u s t  g i v en  u s  a  s c r i p t u r a l  p ack age  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  an d  

i n s t r u c t i o n  f r o m  H i s  i n s p i r ed  W o r d .   A r m ed  w i t h  t h e  W o r d ,  N i ck ee  l e f t  t o  

t a l k  t o  t h e  Lo r d .  

 N i ck ee  r e l a t ed  t h a t  d u r i n g  h e r  p r aye r  s h e  p o u r e d  o u t  h e r  h ea r t  t o  

t h e  Lo r d .   S h e  t o l d  h i m  ev e r yt h i n g  t h a t  c am e  t o  m i n d  ab o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

an d  o f  h e r  f e e l i n gs  t o w ar d  J e r em y.   A t  l a s t ,  s h e  w as  t h r o u gh  p r ayi n g  an d  

en d ed  t h e  p r aye r  w i t h ,  “N o w  w h a t ,  G o d ? ”   N o  an s w er  w as  g i v en  t o  h e r  

t h en ,  s o  s h e  l e f t  t h e  r o o m .  

 A  s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r ,  w h i l e  I  w as  s l e ep i n g ,  J e r em y b egan  o n e  o f  h i s  

w a l l - eyed  t an t r u m s  an d  w as  s o o n  o u t  o f  h an d .   N i ck ee  s a i d  t h a t  s u d d en l y 

t h e  Lo r d  s p o k e  u p  i n  h e r  s p i r i t  an d  s h e  h ea r d  t h e  t h o u gh t - w o r d s ,  “G e t  

J e r em y,  t ak e  h i m  u p  i n  yo u r  a r m s ,  an d  h o l d  h i m  s ecu r e l y;  d o  n o t  l e t  h i m  

go .   V e r y q u i e t l y  t e l l  h i m  yo u  l o v e  h i m . ”   N i ck ee  d i d  ex ac t l y  a s  t h e  Lo r d  

i n s t r u c t ed .   J e r em y w as  a  v e r i t ab l e  w i l d ca t ,  an d  h e  f o u gh t ,  k i ck ed ,  

s c r eam ed ,  c r i ed ,  an d  t h r ew  h i s  a r m s .   H o l d i n g  o n t o  J e r em y w as  n o  s m a l l  

f e a t  f o r  m y w i f e  w h o  i s  a  s l i gh t l y - b u i l t  1 3 5  p o u n d  w o m an ;  h o w ev e r ,  s h e  

h e l d  o n t o  h i m  an d  q u i e t l y  t o l d  h i m  s h e  l o v ed  h i m .   “ J e r em y, ”  s h e  s a i d  i n  

m eas u r ed  t o n es ,  “ I  l o v e  yo u . ”   A t  l a s t ,  J e r em y b egan  t o  q u i e t  h i m s e l f  an d  
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w as  s o o n  l yi n g  r e l ax ed  i n  m y w i f e ’ s  a r m s .   N i ck ee  t o l d  h i m  o n e  m o r e  

t i m e  s h e  l o v ed  h i m  an d  l e t  h i m  go  p l ay.  

 J e r em y t h r ew  ab o u t  f o u r  t o  f i v e  t an t r u m s  i n  t h e  en s u i n g  d ays ,  an d  I  

h ad  an  o cca s i o n  t o  h o l d  h i m  t w i ce .   E ach  t i m e  w e  h e l d  h i m  w e  gen t l y t o l d  

h i m  w e  l o v ed  h i m .   W e  s aw  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  t an t r u m s  f r o m  J e r em y.    

 W e  l e a r n ed  f r o m  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  J e r em y t h a t  w e  n eed ed  t o  t e l l  

h i m  w e  l o v ed  h i m  a s  m u ch  a s  h e  n eed ed  t o  h ea r  t h e  w o r d s  o f  l o v e  f r o m  

u s .   W e  a l s o  l e a r n ed  t h e  p o w er  o f  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  G o d .   W e  s o u gh t  co u n s e l  

w i t h  t h e  g r ea t e s t  co u n s e l o r  o f  a l l  t i m e ,  G o d  o u r  Fa t h e r ,  f o r  t h e  an s w er  t o  

o u r  s i t u a t i o n .   T h e  r e s u l t  w as  u n m i t i ga t ed  s u cce s s  i n  t h e  Lo r d .  

 W e  h av e  t h r ee  w o n d e r f u l ,  G o d - g i v en ,  s o n s .   O u r  s o n s  h av e  b een  

t au gh t  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h ey w e r e  b o r n ,  an d  w e  h av e  b een  

t h r o u gh  m an y s i t u a t i o n s  w i t h  t h em .   E ach  t i m e  N i ck ee  an d  I  h av e  s o u gh t  

G o d ’ s  w i s d o m  i n  an y s i t u a t i o n  H e  h a s  n ev e r  f a i l ed  t o  h e l p .   G o d ’ s  

w i s d o m  i s  t h e  o n l y an s w er  t o  t h e  s t o r m s  w e  f ace  a s  p a r en t s  i n  l i f e .    

 I f  w e  d o  n o t  p l ace  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  m an i f e s t ed  w i s d o m  o f  G o d  h i gh  

o n  o u r  l i s t  o f  p a r en t a l  t o o l s ,  w e  w i l l  f a i l .   W e  can  n o t  r e l y o n  o u r  

p e r cep t i o n s  o f  w h a t  i s  r i gh t  i n  t h e  eyes  o f  G o d .   Fu r t h e r m o r e ,  w i s d o m  

m u s t  b e  p r ac t i c ed  t o  b e  e f f ec t i v e ,  an d  t h r o u gh  p r ac t i c e  w e  b eco m e  

s k i l l f u l  i n  w i s d o m  i n  ev e r y a r ea  o f  o u r  l i f e .    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



49 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9  

H E R E  K IT T Y ,  K IT T Y ,  K IT T Y  

 

 S o m e t i m es ,  i n  t h e  co u r s e  o f  t h i s  f a s t - p aced  l i f e  i n  w h i ch  w e  l i v e ,  

w e  l o s e  p e r s p ec t i v e  o f  j u s t  h o w  i n t e r e s t ed  G o d  i s  i n  ev e r y a s p ec t  o f  o u r  

l i f e .   H e  co n s i d e r s  ev e r yt h i n g  ab o u t  u s  a s  i m p o r t an t .   E v e r y f ace t  o f  o u r  

l i f e  i s  o p en  t o  t h e  Lo r d .   H e  i s  r e ad y t o  s h o w  H i m s e l f  s t r o n g  t o  a l l  t h a t  

c a l l  u p o n  H i s  N am e .   H e  i s  s t r o n g  d o w n  t o  t h e  m i n u t e  d e t a i l  o f  o u r  l o v e  

f o r  an  an i m a l .  

 “A n i m a l s  a r e  w o r t h l e s s  t h i n gs , ”  o n e  s a i d .  

 “G o d  d o es  n o t  h av e  t i m e  t o  w o r r y ab o u t  t h em , ”  s t a t ed  an o t h e r .  

 T o  t h e s e  s t a t em en t s  I  a s k ,  “ I f  G o d  i s  n o t  i n t e r e s t ed ,  p l ea s e  t e l l  m e  

w h y H e  t a l k ed  ab o u t  s u ch  an i m a l s  a s  s h eep  an d  b i r d s ? ”   S i m p l e r  l i f e  

f o r m s  i n t e r e s t  G o d .   I  d i d  n o t  a l w ays  t h i n k  t h a t  w ay,  b u t  an  o cca s i o n  

p r e s en t ed  i t s e l f  t h a t  f o r ev e r  ch an ged  t h e  w ay I  t h i n k  ab o u t  s u ch  t h i n gs .   I  

h ad  f o r go t t en  t h e  w o r d s  w r i t t en  i n  H eb r ew s  4 : 1 3 ,  “N e i t h e r  i s  t h e r e  an y 

c r ea t u r e  t h a t  i s  n o t  m an i f e s t  i n  h i s  s i gh t :  b u t  a l l  t h i n gs  a r e  n ak ed  an d  

o p en ed  u n t o  t h e  eyes  o f  h i m  w i t h  w h o m  w e  h av e  t o  d o . ”  
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 W e  h ad  o u r  c a t ,  P o go ,  s i n ce  h e  w as  a  k i t t en .   H e  l i k ed  t o  w an d e r  

a r o u n d  t h e  n e i gh b o r h o o d  a t  n i gh t .   H e  w o u l d  r e t u r n  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  f o r  

s o m e  f o o d  an d  a  l o n g  ca t - n ap  t o  r e cu p e r a t e  f r o m  h i s  j o u r n eys .   W h en  I  

w o u l d  ge t  u p  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  t o  ge t  r e ad y f o r  w o r k ,  I  co u l d  h ea r  h i m  

o u t s i d e  m ak i n g  a  l o t  o f  c a t  t a l k .   I  w o u l d  l e t  h i m  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e .   A r ch i n g  

h i s  b ack  an d  r u b b i n g  aga i n s t  m y l eg  s eem ed  t o  b e  h i s  w ay o f  t h an k i n g  

m e.  Lo o k i n g  a t  m e  w i t h  s l e ep y eyes ,  h e  w o u l d  m ak e  “m eo w ”  an d  “m u r m f ”  

s o u n d s .   T a i l  s t an d i n g  s t r a i gh t  u p  i n  t h e  a i r  h e  w o u l d  “m eo w  u n t i l  I  f ed  

h i m . ”   P o go  w as  a  p r e t t y  n ea t  c a t .  

 I  h ad  b eco m e  accu s t o m ed  t o  P o go ’ s  m eo w i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  w i n d o w s .   

O n e  p a r t i cu l a r  m o r n i n g ;  h o w ev e r ,  I  d i d  n o t  s ee  o r  h ea r  P o go .   T h i n k i n g  

h e  w o u l d  b e  a r o u n d  l a t e r ,  I  f i n i s h ed  d r e s s i n g  a n d  h ead ed  o f f  t o  w o r k .   A t  

n o o n  I  r e t u r n ed  h o m e  f o r  l u n ch .   M y w i f e  a s k ed  m e  i f  I  h ad  s een  P o go  

t h a t  m o r n i n g .   W h en  I  r ep l i ed  t h a t  I  h ad  n o t ,  s h e  ex p r e s s ed  h e r  co n ce r n  

t h a t  t h e  ca t  h ad  n o t  b een  h o m e .   W e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  s h r u gged  i t  o f f ,  

t h i n k i n g  P o go  w o u l d  r e t u r n  t h a t  ev en i n g .  

 U p o n  a r r i v i n g  h o m e  f o r  t h e  ev en i n g  m y w i f e  i n f o r m ed  m e  t h a t  P o go  

w as  s t i l l  n o w h e r e  t o  b e  f o u n d .   W e  g r o u p ed  u p  an d  w en t  o u t  t o  s ea r ch  t h e  

n e i gh b o r h o o d .   O u r  s ea r ch  w as  f r u i t l e s s .  A f t e r  o u r  ex cu r s i o n  w e  

co n s i d e r ed  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  P o go  h ad  b een  t r ap p ed .   T h e  S ecu r i t y  

P o l i c e  s q u ad r o n  o n  t h e  A i r  Fo r ce  b a s e  w h e r e  I  w as  s t a t i o n ed  s e t  o u t  l i v e -

an i m a l  t r ap s .   Bas e  s ecu r i t y  w an t ed  t o  r ed u ce  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  s t r ay 

an i m a l s  r o am i n g  a r o u n d  o n  t h e  b a s e .   T h e  b a s e  S ecu r i t y  P o l i c e  d e l i v e r ed  

t h e  c ap t u r ed  an i m a l s  t o  t h e  an i m a l  s h e l t e r .   In  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  ev en t  t h a t  

n o  o n e  ad o p t ed  t h e  an i m a l  o r  c l a i m ed  i t  a s  t h e i r  p e t ,  t h e  an i m a l  w o u l d  b e  

t e r m i n a t ed .   I f  t h e  an i m a l  h ad  a  co l l a r  i t  w o u l d  b e  s t r i p p ed  o f  i t  ev en  i f  i t  

w as  an  i d en t i f i c a t i o n  co l l a r ;  t h e  o w n e r  w o u l d  n ev e r  b e  ca l l ed .   M y w i f e  

c a l l ed  t h e  S ecu r i t y  P o l i c e  D es k  S e r gean t  i n q u i r i n g  w h e t h e r  a  c a t  

an s w er i n g  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  o u r s  h ad  b een  r ep o r t ed .   T h e  an s w er  w as  a  
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f l a t ,  “n o . ”   S h e  l e f t  o u r  n am e  an d  ad d r e s s  an yw ay w i t h  a  r eq u es t  t h a t  i f  

t h e  c a t ’ s  w h e r eab o u t s  b ecam e  k n o w n ,  t o  p l ea s e  l e t  u s  k n o w .  

 D u r i n g  P o go ' s  ab s en ce ,  I  ex p e r i en ced  a  s t r o n g  i n c l i n a t i o n  h e  w as  

t r ap p ed .   E ach  o f  t h e  h o u s e s  o n  t h e  b a s e  h ad  a  s t o r age  a r ea  l o ca t ed  n ex t  

t o  t h e  ca r p o r t .   I  w en t  o u t  o n e  n i gh t ,  an d  q u i e t l y  w a l k ed  a r o u n d  t o  

s ev e r a l  o f  t h e  a r ea s  s o f t l y  c a l l i n g  P o go ’ s  n am e .   A n i m a l s  h ad  b een  k n o w n  

t o  b eco m e  t r ap p ed  i n  t h e  s t o r age  a r ea s  i f  t h ey h ad  b een  i n  t h e r e  

i n v es t i ga t i n g .   A ga i n ,  t h e  s ea r ch  w as  f r u i t l e s s ,  ex cep t  w e  k n ew  f o r  

c e r t a i n  w h e r e  t h e  ca t  w as  n o t .   M y w i f e  h ad  a  t h o u gh t  t o  co n t ac t  t h e  

A n i m a l  S h e l t e r ,  b u t  i t  s e em ed  l i k e  s u ch  an  i m p o s s i b l e  t h i n g  s h e  p u t  t h e  

t h o u gh t  o u t  o f  h e r  m i n d .  

 D u r i n g  t h e  n i gh t ,  ab o u t  f o u r  d ays  l a t e r ,  m y w i f e  h ad  a  d r eam  t h a t  

P o go  w as  o u t s i d e  o n  t h e  k i t ch en  w i n d o w - s i l l  m eo w i n g  t o  ge t  i n .   S h e  

aw o k e ,  an d  r i s i n g  i m m ed i a t e l y,  w en t  t o  t h e  k i t ch en  f u l l y  ex p ec t i n g  t o  s ee  

an d  h ea r  t h e  ca t .   T h e  ca t  w as  n o t  t h e r e ,  n o r  d i d  s h e  h ea r  i t .   F r u s t r a t ed ,  

s h e  w en t  t o  t h e  b ack  d o o r  an d  o p en ed  i t .   S h e  l o o k ed  o u t  i n t o  t h e  

d a r k n es s  an d  u p  t o  t h e  s t a r s  t h a t  s eem ed  t o  t w i n k l e  o n  t h a t  c l e a r ,  w a r m ,  

q u i e t  A r i z o n a  n i gh t .   A s  s h e  s t o o d  t h e r e ,  i n d i gn a t i o n  r o s e  u p  i n  h e r  t h a t  

h e r  c a t  w as  go n e .   N i ck ee  h a s  a l w ays  v i ew ed  G o d  a s  t h e  O n e  w h o  co u l d  

d o  an yt h i n g .   S h e  ex c l a i m ed  i n  a  p a s s i o n - f i r ed  p r aye r ,  “G o d ,  I  w an t  m y 

ca t  b ack  an d  I  w an t  h i m  b ack  n o w ! ”   S h e  t u r n ed ,  c l o s ed  t h e  d o o r  an d  w en t  

b ack  t o  b ed .   S h e  f e l t  n o  d i f f e r en t l y.   T h e r e  w as  n o  n eed  t o  f e e l  an yt h i n g .   

G o d ,  u n b ek n o w n s t  t o  N i ck ee ,  h ad  a l r ead y b egu n  m o v i n g  s eem i n g  

i m p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o n  h e r  b eh a l f  s o m e  t w en t y m i l e s  aw ay i n  P h o en i x ,  

A r i z o n a .  

 A  w o m an  an d  h e r  f a t h e r  l e f t  t h e i r  h o m e  i n  P h o en i x  d u r i n g  t h i s  s am e  

t i m e  f r am e  an d  m ad e  t h e i r  w ay t o  t h e  l o ca l  an i m a l  s h e l t e r  t o  l o o k  a r o u n d .   

S h e  w an t ed  t o  s ee  i f ,  p e r h ap s ,  h e r  b r o t h e r ’ s  c a t  h ad  b een  p i ck ed  u p  an d  

t ak en  t h e r e .   T h e  f a t h e r  w as  n o t  f o n d  o f  c a t s ,  b u t  r e l u c t an t l y w en t  a l o n g  

a t  h i s  d au gh t e r ’ s  i n s i s t en ce .   T h e  w o m an  an d  h e r  f a t h e r  a r r i v ed  a t  t h e  
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s h e l t e r  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .   T h e  t w o  p a r t ed  co m p an y an d  m ad e  t h e i r  

w ay d o w n  t h e  h a l l s  p ee r i n g  i n t o  each  cage  h o p i n g  t o  d i s co v e r  t h e i r  

m i s s i n g  ca t .   S ev e r a l  c a t s  a t  a  t i m e  w e r e  c r am m ed  i n t o  s m a l l  c ages .   T h e  

co n d i t i o n s  w e r e  l e s s  t h an  f av o r ab l e  ev en  o n  a  go o d  d ay.   S u d d en l y,  t h e  

f a t h e r  s t o p p ed  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  p a r t i cu l a r  c age .   P ee r i n g  i n t o  t h e  cage  h e  s aw  

a  l o n e  ca t  o ccu p yi n g  t h e  en t i r e  c ag e .   T h e  ca t  w as  l a r ge ,  f a t ,  an d  d i r t y .   

H e  co u l d  t e l l  t h e  c a t  h ad  w o r n  a  co l l a r  b y t h e  w ay t h e  h a i r  l ay o n  i t s  

n eck .   A l t h o u gh  t h e  f a t h e r  n o r m a l l y w as  n o t  yo u r  r u n - o ’ - t h e - m i l l  c a t  

f an c i e r ,  h e  t o o k  a  p a r t i cu l a r  l i k i n g  t o  t h i s  o n e .   H e  ca l l ed  h i s  d au gh t e r  t o  

h i m .   S h e  m ad e  h e r  w ay t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  cage  w h e r e  h e r  f a t h e r  w as  

s t an d i n g  an d  l o o k ed  i n t o  i t .   T h e  w o m an  i m m ed i a t e l y s o u gh t  an  a t t en d an t  

t o  l e t  h e r  i n  t o  s ee  t h e  ca t .   T h e  a t t en d an t  u n l o ck ed  t h e  d o o r ,  w en t  i n ,  go t  

t h e  ca t  an d  gav e  i t  t o  t h e  w o m an .   T h e  ca t  w as  s k i t t i s h ,  n e r v o u s ,  an d  

o b v i o u s l y f ea r f u l .   T h e  w o m an  s o u gh t  t o  p u r ch as e  t h e  ca t ,  b u t  w as  

i n f o r m ed  t h e  s h e l t e r  w as  p r ep a r i n g  t o  c l o s e  t h e i r  d o o r s  f o r  t h e  d ay.   T h e  

ca t  w as  s ch ed u l ed  f o r  d i s p o s a l  t h e  n ex t  d ay.   R e l u c t an t l y,  t h e  c a t  w as  

g i v en  b ack  t o  t h e  a t t en d an t .   A l t h o u gh  t h ey h ad  n o t  f o u n d  t h e i r  c a t ,  b o t h  

t h e  w o m an  an d  h e r  f a t h e r  r e s o l v ed  t o  ge t  t h i s  o n e .   T h ey w o u l d  t r y t o  

f i n d  i t s  o w n e r .   Be f o r e  t h e  w o m an  an d  h e r  f a t h e r  l e f t ,  p e r s o n n e l  a t  t h e  

an i m a l  s h e l t e r  ag r eed  t o  p u t  a  h o l d  t ag  o n  t h e  ca t  t o  s t av e  o f f  i t s  d ea t h  

u n t i l  t h ey r e t u r n ed  t o  b u y h i m .  

 T h e  f a t h e r  gav e  t h e  w o m an  a  r i d e  t o  t h e  s h e l t e r  t h e  n ex t  d ay t o  b u y 

t h e  ca t .   A f t e r  p u r ch as i n g  t h e  ca t ,  t h e  w o m an  a s k ed  h o w  i t  h ad  go t t en  t o  

t h e  s h e l t e r .   T h e  s h e l t e r  p e r s o n n e l  i n f o r m ed  h e r  t h a t  p o l i c e  f r o m  a  

p a r t i cu l a r  A i r  Fo r ce  b a s e  h ad  d e l i v e r ed  t h e  ca t  t o  t h em .   T h e  w o m an  an d  

h e r  f a t h e r  w en t  h o m e .   S h e  i m m ed i a t e l y s e t  ab o u t  t o  co n t ac t  t h e  S ecu r i t y  

P o l i c e  D es k  S e r gean t s  o n  each  o f  t h e  t w o  A i r  Fo r ce  b a s e s  l o ca t ed  n ea r b y.   

In t e r e s t i n g l y,  s h e  s t a r t ed  w i t h  t h e  b a s e  w h e r e  I  w as  s t a t i o n ed .   T h e  D es k  

S e r gean t ,  a cco r d i n g  t o  t h e  w o m an ,  w as  n o t  v e r y co o p e r a t i v e ;  h o w ev e r ,  

a f t e r  ab o u t  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  o n  t h e  p h o n e ,  h e  f i n a l l y  b egan  t o  s ea r ch  t h e i r  
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r e co r d s .   S h e  l e a r n ed  f r o m  t h e  d e s k  s e r gean t  a  w o m an  h ad  ca l l ed  ab o u t  a  

c a t  j u s t  a  f ew  d ays  b e f o r e .   T h e  w o m an  o b t a i n ed  t h e  t e l ep h o n e  n u m b er ,  

o u r s ,  an d  m ad e  t h e  ca l l .  

 “H e l l o , ”  m y w i f e  an s w er ed .  

 “Y o u  d o n ’ t  k n o w  m e ,  m y n am e  i s .  .  .  . ”   S h e  d i s c l o s ed  h e r  n am e .   

“D i d  yo u  l o s e  a  c a t ? ”  

 “Y o u  f o u n d  m y ca t ? ”   M y w i f e  ex c l a i m ed .  

 D u r i n g  t h e  n ex t  f ew  m i n u t e s  t h e  w o m an  u n f o l d ed  t h e  s t o r y t o  m y 

w i f e .   S h e  d e s c r i b ed  t h e  ca t  an d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .   S h e  t o l d  N i ck ee  h o w  

s i ck l y t h e  ca t  w as  an d  h o w  s h e  h ad  n u r s ed  i t  b ack  t o  h ea l t h  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  

o f  ab o u t  t w o  w eek s  b e f o r e  s h e  b egan  ca l l i n g  t h e  b a s e .   S h e  o f f e r ed  t o  l e t  

u s  co m e  s ee  i t  t h a t  ev en i n g .   M y w i f e  ag r eed ,  an d  ca l l ed  m e  t o  l e t  m e  

k n o w  w h a t  h ad  h ap p en ed ;  s h e  w as  ec s t a t i c .   W e  d r o v e  n ea r l y t h i r t y  m i l e s  

t o  s ee  t h e  ca t .   W h en  w e  a r r i v ed  a t  t h e  h o u s e  t h e  w o m an  l e t  u s  i n ,  an d  

s h o w ed  u s  t h e  ca t .   Im m ed i a t e l y w e  k n ew  i t  w as  o u r  P o go .   T h e  o n l y 

ch a r ge s  w e  p a i d  w e r e  t h e  s h e l t e r  f e e  an d  l o n g  d i s t an ce  t e l ep h o n e  ca l l s  o f  

ab o u t  t h i r t e en  d o l l a r s .   T h e  co s t  w as  a  s m a l l  p r i c e  t o  p ay t o  h av e  o u r  p e t  

r e t u r n ed .   W e  d r o v e  aw ay p r a i s i n g  G o d .   F r o m  t h a t  d ay o n w ar d  m y w i f e ,  

w h en  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  ca t ,  c a l l s  P o go  h e r  m i r ac l e  c a t .   In d eed  i t  w as !  
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1 0  

N E E D  A  N E W  J O B?  

 

  T h e  ad v e r s a r y can  b e  q u i t e  s n eak y.   T h e  o n l y w ay a  m an  o r  

w o m an  o f  G o d  can  s u cceed  aga i n s t  t h e  ad v e r s a r y i s  t o  s t an d  f i r m  i n  t h e  

W o r d  o f  G o d .   N o  m a t t e r  w h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  d ec l a r e  t o  yo u r s e l f  an d  t h e  

ad v e r s a r y t h a t  yo u r  p r aye r  r eq u es t s  a r e  g r an t ed  w h en  yo u  p r ay.  

 T h e  p r o m i s e s  o f  G o d  ap p l y t o  an y c i r cu m s t an ce  o n e  m ay en co u n t e r .   

T h e  s c r i p t u r e s  s ays  w h a t  i t  m ean s  an d  m ean s  w h a t  i t  s ays ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  

w h en  s c r i p t u r e  s ays ,  “w h a t s o ev e r ”  i t  m ean s  w h a t  ev e r .   W h en  t h e  

s c r i p t u r e  s ays ,  “w h o m s o ev e r ”  i t  m ean s  an yo n e .   W h a t  I  am  s ayi n g ,  i s  t h e  

o n l y t h i n g  l i m i t i n g  t h e  ev i d en ce  o f  t h e  p o w er  o f  G o d  i n  o u r  l i v e s  i s  u s .   

In  f i r s t  J o h n  5 : 1 4 , 1 5 ,  w e  f i n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  “A n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  co n f i d en ce  

t h a t  w e  h av e  i n  h i m ,  t h a t  i f  w e  a s k  a n y t h i n g  a cco r d i n g  t o  h i s  w i l l ,  

[ em p h as i s  m i n e ]  h e  h ea r e t h  u s ,  w h a t s o ev e r  w e  a s k ,  w e  k n o w  t h a t  w e  h av e  

t h e  p e t i t i o n s  t h a t  w e  d e s i r ed  o f  h i m . ”  

 I  k n o w  w h a t  G o d ’ s  w i l l  i s ;  i t  i s  w h a t ev e r  i s  i n  t h e  B i b l e .   I  k n o w  

H e  h ea r s  m e  b ecau s e  w h a t  I  r eq u es t  i n  p r aye r  i s  H i s  w i l l .   I f  m y r eq u es t  
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i s  n o t  s p ec i f i c a l l y  m en t i o n ed  i n  t h e  B i b l e ,  I  co n t i n u e  t o  ab s o r b  G o d ’ s  

W o r d .   I  co m p a r e  m y p a r t i cu l a r  d e s i r e  w i t h  s u ch  t h i n gs  a s  l o v e ;  t h a t  i s ,  

d o e s  m y d e s i r e  v i o l a t e  t h e  l aw  o f  l o v e?   I  a s k  m ys e l f  i f  m y d e s i r e  i s  

m o t i v a t ed  b y s e l f i s h n es s .  

 A s  I  p r ay,  I  a s k  t h e  Lo r d  t o  g i v e  m e  t h e  a s s u r an ce ,  a  s o l i d  s en s e  

t h a t  w h a t  I  am  a s k i n g  f o r  i n  p r aye r  i s  i n d eed  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  W o r d .   O n  

t h e  o t h e r  h an d ,  i f  I  s en s e  a  r ed  l i gh t  t h e  ac t i o n  i s  t o  s t o p  an d  go  n o  

f a r t h e r .   O v e r r i d i n g  t h e  r ed  l i gh t  an d  u s i n g  b r u t e  f o r ce ;  t h a t  i s ,  m ak i n g  

t h i n gs  h ap p en  b y t r yi n g  t o  h e l p  G o d ,  m ay ga r n e r  s o m e  r e s u l t s  b ecau s e  I  

p r ayed  an d  a s k ed  f o r  w h a t s o ev e r ;  b u t  a t  w h a t  co s t ?   T h e  co s t s  w e  p ay a r e ,  

a t  t i m es ,  e i t h e r  d i r ec t  o r  i n d i r ec t .   H e r e  i s  an  ex am p l e :  W e  d ec i d e  w e  

w an t  a  n ew  ca r .   P r ayi n g  an d  a s k i n g  f o r  a  n ew  ca r  i s  n o t  w r o n g .   W e  m ay 

h av e  en o u gh  m o n ey t o  p u r ch as e  a  c a r ,  b u t  n o t  en o u gh  t o  h av e  t h a t  t o p - o f -

t h e - l i n e  go l d - p l a t ed ,  d i a m o n d  en c r u s t ed  v eh i c l e  w e  h av e  a l w ays  w an t ed .   

R ega r d l e s s  o f  t h e  co s t ,  t h e  d r eam  ca r  i s  p u r ch as ed  b ecau s e  w e  j u s t  k n o w  

G o d ’ s  w i l l  i s  f o r  u s  t o  h av e  t h e  b e s t .  

 W e  o b t a i n  t h e  ca r  o f  o u r  d r eam s .   A f t e r w a r d s ,  w e  s i t  a t  h o m e  

s t a r i n g  o u t  o f  o u r  l i v i n g  r o o m  w i n d o w  a t  t h a t  m o n s t r o s i t y  w i s h i n g  w e  h ad  

b o u gh t  t h e  s m a l l  c a r  o f  l e s s e r  ex p en s e .   T h e  ca r  w e  n o w  h av e  w as  b o u gh t  

o n  c r ed i t  an d  i s  a  m i l l s t o n e .   W e  a r e  m i s e r ab l e !   W e  can  n o t  b e l i ev e  w h a t  

i s  h ap p en i n g  t o  u s .   A f t e r  a l l ,  w e  h ad  p r ayed  “w h a t s o ev e r ”  a s  t h e  W o r d  

h a d  s a i d ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  ev e r yt h i n g  w o u l d  w o r k  t o  o u r  go o d ,  o u r  d r eam s  

w o u l d  b e  f u l f i l l ed .   T h e  s i t u a t i o n  d i d  n o t  t u r n  o u t  f o r  t h e  b e s t ,  an d  n o w  a  

q u es t i o n  a r i s e s  ab o u t  j u s t  h o w  G o d  an s w er ed  t h e  p r aye r .   T h e  p r o b l em  

w as  n ev e r  H i m ;  b u t  u s .   W e  w e r e  n o t  p r u d en t .   W h a t  d o es  t h e  B i b l e  

t e ach ?   P r u d en ce .   A l l  t h i n gs  m ay b e  l aw f u l ,  b u t  n o t  p r o f i t ab l e .   T h e  t o p -

o ’ - t h e  l i n e  ca r  w as  t h e  b e s t ,  b u t  t h e  m o n ey w as  n o t  t h e r e  t o  p ay f o r  i t .   

W h i l e  w i s d o m  w as  t e l l i n g  u s  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  w e  h ad  t h e  m o n ey,  w e  s o u gh t  

t o  s a t i s f y o u r  d e s i r e ;  t h u s ,  w e  s i t  i n  m i s e r y.   D o  yo u  ca t ch  a  g l i m p s e  o f  

w h a t  i s  b e i n g  s a i d  h e r e?   I f  w e  p r ay acco r d i n g  t o  H i s  w i l l ,  H i s  an s w er  i s  
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m an i f e s t ed  i n  t h e  h e r e - an d - n o w ,  t h e  t em p o r a l  w o r l d .   W h en  w e  m ak e  

p r u d en t  d ec i s i o n s ,  w e  can  r e j o i ce  b ecau s e  w h a t  w e  a s k ed  f o r  i n  p r aye r  

w as  acco r d i n g  t o  t h e  W o r d  an d  w i l l  o f  G o d  an d  w e  r ece i v e  a  p eace f u l ,  

j o yo u s ,  u n h i n d e r ed  an s w er .   P o s s e s s i n g  t h e  k n o w l ed ge  I  j u s t  s p o k e ,  o f  I  

a s k ed  t h e  Lo r d  f o r  a  n ew  j o b .  

 I  w as  a  m em b er  o f  t h e  U . S .  A i r  Fo r ce  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  an d  a  w o r k cen t e r  

s u p e r v i s o r  i n  a  p h as e  i n s p ec t i o n  f ac i l i t y .   O u r  t a s k  w as  t o  b r i n g  a i r c r a f t  

i n  f r o m  t h e  f l i gh t l i n e ,  o p en  t h em  u p  an d  t ak e  a  s e r i o u s  l o o k - s ee  i n t o  t h e  

i n n e r  w o r k i n gs  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t .   T h e  h eav y i n s p ec t i o n  p r o ce s s  w o u l d  

i d en t i f y p r o b l em s  o f  v a r yi n g  d egr ee s  o f  s e r i o u s n es s  an d  co m p l ex i t y.   A l l  

p r o b l em s  d i s co v e r ed  d u r i n g  t h e  i n s p ec t i o n  w e r e  r e s o l v ed  s o  t h e  p i l o t s  

co u l d  f l y  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w i t h  co n f i d en ce .   W e  l i v ed  b y a  p a r t i cu l a r  ax i o m :   

w h en  t h e r e  i s  s w ea t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  s w ea t  i n  t h e  a i r .   T h e  j o b  

w as  v e r y d e m an d i n g .  

 A f t e r  t h r ee  yea r s  i n  t h a t  s u p e r v i s o r y cap ac i t y,  I  b ecam e  t i r ed  o f  i t  

an d  w an t ed  an o t h e r  j o b .   I  ap p r o ach ed  t h e  p o w er s -  t h a t - b e  an d  m ad e  m y 

r eq u es t  k n o w n .   I  r e ce i v ed  t h e  r e s p o n s e ,  “Y o u  a r e  t o o  v a l u ab l e ,  w e  can ’ t  

l e t  yo u  go . ”   H av e  yo u  ev e r  h ea r d  t h a t  b e f o r e?   I  w en t  t o  G o d  ab o u t  i t .  

 W h en  I  w en t  t o  G o d ,  I  s i m p l y p r ayed ,  “Y o u  h av e  t o  ge t  m e  o u t  o f  

h e r e ! ”   I  j u s t  s t a t ed  t h e  f ac t s .   I  k n ew  G o d  h ad  h ea r d .   I  w an t ed  an  

i m m ed i a t e  m an i f e s t a t i o n .   Y es t e r d ay w as  s o o n  en o u gh .   I  w as  co n f i d en t  

t h a t  G o d  w o u l d  i n d eed  p r o v i d e  t h e  an s w er .  

 A  v acan cy b ecam e  av a i l ab l e  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  w o r k cen t e r s ,  c a l l ed  

P o s t  D o ck .   G i v en  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y,  I  w o u l d  w o r k  o n  t h e  f l i gh t l i n e .   I  

l i k ed  t h e  i d ea ,  b ecau s e  t h i s  g r o u p  p u t  t h e  f i n a l  t o u ch es  o n  t h e  a i r p l an e .   

M o r e  i m p o r t an t l y,  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a  l o t  l e s s  s t r e s s .   I  w en t  t o  t h e  b o s s  

aga i n  an d  l e t  h i m  k n o w  t h a t  I  w an t ed  t o  f i l l  t h e  v acan cy a t  P o s t  D o ck .  

 “R ead  m y l i p s !  Y o u  a r e  n o t  l e av i n g! ”  M y b o s s  ex c l a i m ed .  

 “ I  h av e  a l r ead y ap p ea l ed  t o  a  h i gh e r  p o w er . ”  I  r e t o r t ed .  
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 I  t u r n ed  an d  l e f t  t h e  o f f i c e .   T h e  r e s u l t  o f  m y w o r d s  t o  h i m  t h a t  d ay 

b ecam e  ap p a r en t  a  f ew  d ays  l a t e r .  

 I  w as  ab o u t  t o  ge t  o f f  d u t y,  w h en  I  r e co gn i z ed  a  f e l l o w  w a l k i n g  

t o w ar d  m e .   H e  w as  a  m em b er  o f  t h e  c r ew  t h a t  b e l o n ged  t o  P o s t  D o ck .   

T h e  gu y a s k ed  m e  w h en  I  w as  co m i n g  t o  t h e i r  en d  o f  t h e  w o o d s .   

M ean i n g ,  w h en  w as  I  go i n g  t o  l e av e  m y cu r r en t  a s s i gn m en t  an d  go  t o  

w o r k  w i t h  t h em ?   I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  i t  w as  j u s t  a  m a t t e r  o f  t i m e .   H e  s a i d  h e  

h ad  h ea r d  a  v e r y s t r an ge  t h i n g  ab o u t  m e .  

 “ J u s t  w h a t  h av e  yo u  h ea r d ? ”  

 “T h a t  yo u  p r ayed  t o  G o d  ab o u t  t h i s ! ”  

 I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  w h a t  h e  h ad  h ea r d  w as  co r r ec t .   I  h ad  p r ayed  t o  G o d ,  

t h e  h i gh e r  au t h o r i t y .   H e  l o o k ed  a t  m e  an d  s h o o k  h i s  h ead ;  h e  w as  n o t  a  

C h r i s t i an .  

 A  f ew  d ays  a f t e r  t h e  p r ev i o u s  ep i s o d e ,  I  w as  f ee l i n g  f a i r l y  t en s e .   I  

h ad  n o t  l e f t  t h e  a r ea ,  ye t  I  s t i l l  k n ew  G o d  w o u l d  o p en  a  w ay.   S o m e  

t h i n gs ,  I  k n ew ,  j u s t  t ak e  t i m e ;  h o w ev e r ,  I  b r ea t h ed ,  “O h  Lo r d ,  p l ea s e  

h u r r y! ”  

 A s  I  s a t  a t  m y d e s k  p r e - p l an n i n g  ac t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  n ex t  d ay,  t h e  

G en e r a l  S u p e r i n t en d en t  ap p r o ach ed  m e .  

 “H av e  yo u  ev e r  t h o u gh t  o f  go i n g  t o  w o r k  i n  Q u a l i t y  A s s u r an ce? ”  

 Q u a l i t y  A s s u r an ce  w as  s i m p l y k n o w n  a s ,  Q . A .  

 “Y es ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t h a t  v e r y m u ch ,  b u t  w h a t  ab o u t  P o s t  D o ck ? ”  

 “A  p e r s o n n e l  s h i f t  h a s  f i l l ed  t h e  j o b ,  b u t  I  w i l l  d o  w h a t  I  c an  t o  ge t  

yo u  i n t o  Q A .   I  t h i n k  t h a t  yo u r  t a l en t s  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  s u i t ed  t o  t h a t  j o b  

t h an  a t  P o s t  D o ck .   I ’ l l  s e e  w h a t  I  c an  d o . ”  

 “T h a t  s o u n d s  go o d  t o  m e .   W h a t ev e r  yo u  can  d o  i s  c e r t a i n l y 

ap p r ec i a t ed . ”  

 “ I’ l l  ch eck  o n  i t  an d  ge t  b ack  w i t h  yo u . ”   T h en  h e  l e f t .  

 T o  go  t o  Q u a l i t y  A s s u r an ce  w o u l d  b e  a  s t ep  u p  o n  t h e  l ad d e r .   I  

w o u l d  b e l o n g  t o  an  au t o n o m o u s  o r gan i z a t i o n  t h a t  an s w er ed  d i r ec t l y  t o  t h e  
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D ep u t y C o m m an d e r  f o r  M a i n t en an ce ,  D C M ,  w h o m  w as  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  

m a i n t en an ce  i n v o l v i n g  a i r c r a f t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i cu l a r  A i r  Fo r ce  b a s e .   T h e  

g r o u p  ca r r i ed  a  l o t  o f  c l o u t .   Q u a l i t y  A s s u r an ce  w as  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

a s s u r i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  w o r k  p e r f o r m ed  i n  a l l  m a i n t en an ce  a r ea s .   T h e  j o b  

m ean t  g r ea t e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Be f o r e  an yo n e  co u l d  r ece i v e  co n s i d e r a t i o n  

t o  b eco m e  a  m em b er  o f  Q A ,  t h ey h ad  t o  h av e  d em o n s t r a t ed  t h e i r  

p r o f i c i en cy i n  t h e i r  c a r ee r  f i e l d .   “Lo r d , ”  I  a s k ed ,  “ a r e  yo u  s en d i n g  m e  t o  

Q u a l i t y  A s s u r an ce? ”  

 A  d ay o r  s o  l a t e r ,  o n  T h u r s d ay a f t e r n o o n ,  I  s aw  a  Q . A .  i n s p ec t o r  I  

k n ew .   I  w a l k ed  o v e r  t o  w h e r e  h e  w as  i n s p ec t i n g  a  p o r t i o n  o f  an  a i r c r a f t .   

W e  b ecam e  i n v o l v ed  i n  a  co n v e r s a t i o n  ab o u t  Q . A .   H e  a s k ed  m e  i f  a  j o b  

i n  h i s  o r gan i z a t i o n  i n t e r e s t ed  m e .   T h e  o r gan i z a t i o n  w as  l o o k i n g  f o r  

s o m eo n e  t o  f i l l  a  v acan cy.  

 “ I t  m i gh t  a s  w e l l  b e  yo u , ”  h e  s a i d .  

 I  i m m ed i a t e l y c a l l ed  t h e  C h i e f  In s p ec t o r  o f  Q A  an d  a s k ed  i f  I  co u l d  

ap p l y f o r  t h e  j o b .  T h e  C h i e f  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  l o o k  i n t o  i t .   T h e  t i m e  

w as  o n e - t h i r t y  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .   A t  t h r ee  o ’ c l o ck ,  I  r e ce i v ed  a  c a l l  f r o m  

t h e  C h i e f .   H e  h ad  ap p r o v ed  m e  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  I  s o u gh t .   A f t e r  m an y 

t h an k s ,  I  h u n g  u p  t h e  p h o n e .   I  f e l t  l i k e  f l o a t i n g .   I  h ad  n o t  ev en  h ad  an  

i n t e r v i ew !  

 O n  F r i d ay m o r n i n g ,  I  w en t  t o  s ee  t h e  S u p e r i n t en d en t  o f  Q u a l i t y  

A s s u r an ce  t o  co n f i r m  t h e  j o b .  

 T h e  S u p e r i n t en d en t  w as  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .   I  k n o ck ed  o n  t h e  d o o r .  

 “C o m e  o n  i n ,  S e r gean t  R o l l ,  w h a t  c a n  I  d o  f o r  yo u ? ”  

 “H i ,  C h i e f ,  I  j u s t  c am e  t o  co n f i r m  t h e  j o b  i n  yo u r  o r gan i z a t i o n .   I  

t a l k ed  w i t h  S e r gean t  S m i t h  ye s t e r d ay,  an d  h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  ev e r yt h i n g  w as  

ap p r o v ed .  W h en  d o  I  r ep o r t ? ”  

 T h e  C h i e f  w o r d l e s s l y r e ach ed  i n  t o  h i s  d e s k ,  p u l l ed  o u t  a  b a s eb a l l  

cap  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r s  “Q A ”  o n  i t  m ean i n g  Q u a l i t y  A s s u r an ce ,  an d  t o s s ed  i t  

ac r o s s  t h e  d e s k  i n  m y d i r ec t i o n .  
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 “R ep o r t  h e r e  a t  s ev en - t h i r t y  M o n d ay m o r n i n g  r ead y f o r  w o r k . ”  

 “A l l  o f  t h i s  h a s  b een  c l ea r ed  t h r o u gh  t h e  G en e r a l  S u p e r i n t en d en t ,  

h u h ? ”  

 “W el l ,  i f  h e  h a s n ’ t  s a i d  an yt h i n g  a f t e r  h e  ge t s  b ack  f r o m  t h e  

a f t e r n o o n  m ee t i n g ,  I  t h i n k  yo u  m i gh t  s ay s o m e t h i n g  ab o u t  t h e  m o v e . ”  

 “S o u n d s  go o d  t o  m e , ”  I  s a i d .   “ I ’ l l  t a l k  w i t h  h i m  an d  ge t  b ack  w i t h  

yo u .   I ’ l l  s e e  yo u  l a t e r ,  s i r . ”  

 “Y o u  b e t ,  S e r gean t  R o l l !   G l ad  t o  h av e  yo u  ab o a r d . ”  

 “T h an k s  aga i n  f o r  t h e  j o b ! ”   I  t u r n ed  an d  l e f t .  

 I  k n ew  i f  t h e  G en e r a l  S u p e r i n t en d en t  d i d  n o t  s ay an yt h i n g  t o  m e  h e  

o b v i o u s l y d i d  n o t  k n o w  an yt h i n g  ab o u t  m y t r an s f e r .   U p s e t ,  i s  w h a t  h e  

w o u l d  b e  w h en  h e  l e a r n ed  t h a t  Q A  m an agem en t  ap p r o v ed  m e  f o r  t h e  j o b .   

I  w o u l d  h av e  b een ,  w e r e  I  i n  h i s  s h o es .   Q A  s h o u l d  h av e  co o r d i n a t ed  t h e  

t r an s f e r  a c t i v i t i e s  b e f o r e  g i v i n g  m e  t h e  n o d  o f  ap p r o v a l .  

 A t  o n e - t h i r t y ,  t h e  s am e  a f t e r n o o n  I  i n f o r m ed  t h e  S u p e r i n t en d en t  o f  

m y n ew  a s s i gn m en t .   H e  w as ,  a s  I  ex p ec t ed ,  l e s s  t h an  en t h u s i a s t i c .   H e  

p r o m p t l y l e f t  t o  ed u ca t e  h i m s e l f  o n  t h e  s u d d en  t u r n  o f  ev en t s .   T h e  

S u p e r i n t en d en t  k n ew  t h a t  a  ch an ge  w as  i m m an en t ;  b u t  d i d  n o t  k n o w  

ex ac t l y w h en .  

 A f t e r  t h e  d u s t  s e t t l ed ,  s o - t o - s p eak ,  I  t r an s f e r r ed  t w o  w eek s  l a t e r ,  

n o t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  M o n d ay a s  t h e  Q A  b o s s  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t en d ed .  

 A l l - i n - a l l ,  t h e  j o b  ch an ge  p r o ce s s  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  p r ayed  u n t i l  

I  a c t u a l l y  ch an ged  w o r k  l o ca t i o n s  w as  ap p r o x i m a t e l y t w o  m o n t h s .   U n d e r  

n o r m a l  c i r cu m s t an ces  i t  w o u l d  t ak e  m u ch  l o n ge r .   U p p e r  l ev e l  

s u p e r v i s i o n  w as  aw ed .  

 “H o w  d i d  yo u  d o  t h i s ? ”  I  w as  a s k ed .   W h en  t h ey w e r e  t o l d  ab o u t  t h e  

p r aye r  t h ey s h o o k  t h e i r  h ead s  i n  d i s b e l i e f .  

 “ .  .  . [ N ] o t h i n g  s h a l l  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  u n t o  yo u . ”  s a i d  J e s u s ,  i n  

M a t t h ew  1 7 : 2 0 ,  an d  i n  M a t t h ew  1 9 : 2 6  w e  r ead ,  “ .  .  . [ B ] u t  w i t h  G o d  a l l  

t h i n gs  a r e  p o s s i b l e . ”   N o  p r o b l em ,  I  r ep ea t  n o  p r o b l em  i s  t o o  t o u gh  f o r  
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G o d .   G o d  i s  f o r  o u r  s u cce s s  an d  w i l l  s t o p  a t  n o t h i n g  t o  a s s u r e  i t .   G o d  i s  

n o  r e s p ec t e r  o f  p e r s o n s .   I f  yo u  a r e  r e ad y f o r  a  j o b  ch an ge ,  t a l k  t o  G o d  

ab o u t  i t .   T h e  Fa t h e r  h e l p s  u s  b ecau s e  i t  p l e a s e s  H i m  t o  d o  s o .   H i s  h e l p  

d em o n s t r a t e s  H i s  u n m er i t ed  f av o r  t o w ar d  u s .  G o d  i s  t h e  o n e  w h o  b o t h  

p l ace s  p eo p l e  i n  p o w er  an d  r em o v es  t h em .   D o  yo u  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  b ecau s e  

yo u  a r e  H i s  ch i l d  H e  w i l l  m o v e  t h e  u n go d l y o u t  o f  t h e  w ay f o r  yo u ?  
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1 1  

N E E D  A N O T H E R  J O B?  

 

 Layo f f .   J u s t  t h e  m en t i o n  o f  w o r d  “ l ayo f f ”  s t r i k e s  a l l  s o r t s  o f  

em o t i o n s  i n  t h e  h ea r t s  o f  w o r k e r s  an yw h e r e .   W h en  w e  h i r e  i n t o  a  

co m p an y d o  w e  n o t  h av e  ce r t a i n  h o p es ?   W e  h o p e  w e  w i l l  b e  t h e r e  f o r  

q u i t e  a  w h i l e ,  w e  m ay ev en  r e t i r e .   H ey,  d o  n o t  f o r ge t  t h e  i m p o r t an ce  o f  

co m p an y b en e f i t s .   D o es  s en i o r i t y  k eep  u s  f r o m  b e i n g  l ayed - o f f ?   

P e r h ap s ;  h o w ev e r ,  w h a t  ab o u t  t h o s e  w h o  h av e  ev en  m o r e  s en i o r i t y?   

P eo p l e  w i t h  l e s s e r  s en i o r i t y  m ay b e  “b u m p e d . ”   Fo r  m an y t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  

o f  b u s i n e s s  i s  t o  s t ay em p l o yed .   S o m e t i m es  l ayo f f s  co m e  ab o u t  i n  

u n u s u a l  w ays .   W h a t  w e  d o  ab o u t  t h e  n ew s  o f  i m p en d i n g  d ep a r t u r e  s e t s  

t h e  s t age  f o r  s u cce s s  o r  d i s a s t e r .  

 I  h ad  s en t  s o m e  r e s u m es  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .   In d eed ,  I  h ad  s en t  o n e  

t o  a  co m p an y i n  N ew  Zea l an d ,  an d  s o m e  t o  a  l a r ge  a i r c r a f t  m an u f ac t u r i n g  

co n ce r n  i n  S ea t t l e .   In  a l l  c a s e s ,  I  w r o t e  t o  t h o s e  w h o ,  I  b e l i ev ed ,  co u l d  

s ee  t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e ;  t h a t  i s ,  v i c e - p r e s i d en t s .   T h e  l o ca l  l i b r a r y h ad  a  co p y 

o f  t h e  W o r l d  A v i a t i o n  D i r ec t o r y.   I  u s ed  t h e  d i r ec t o r y t o  o b t a i n  t h e  n am es  
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o f  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  m i gh t  b e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  h e l p .   E v e r y p e r s o n  I  

w r o t e  t o  w as  u n f am i l i a r  t o  m e .    I  r e ce i v ed  a  n i ce  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  N ew  

Zea l an d  f i r m  t e l l i n g  m e  t h ey co u l d  n o t  u s e  m y t a l en t s ;  t h a t  w as  a  s t a r t .   

N ex t ,  I  r e ce i v ed  a  c a l l  f r o m  a  v i ce - p r e s i d en t  i n  o u r  s i s t e r  co m p an y i n  

S ea t t l e ,  W as h i n g t o n  w h o  t o l d  m e  h e  w o u l d  p a s s  m y r e s u m e  a r o u n d  t o  

p eo p l e  h e  k n ew .   H e  w as  t r u e  t o  h i s  w o r d :  o n e  o f  t h e  v i ce - p r e s i d en t ' s  

co n t ac t s  i n  S ea t t l e ,  W as h i n g t o n ,  t r i ed  t o  r e ach  m e  b y t e l ep h o n e  a t  m y 

h o m e  o n e  S a t u r d ay m o r n i n g .    S i n ce  I  w as  n o t  a t  h o m e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  m y 

w i f e  t o o k  t h e  m es s age  f o r  m e  t o  r e t u r n  h i s  c a l l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  M o n d ay.   I  

h ad  h i t  p ay d i r t .  

 A l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e  t i m e  d i f f e r en ces ,  I  c a l l ed  t h e  gu y i n  S ea t t l e .    

A f t e r  i n t r o d u c i n g  m ys e l f ,  h e  b l u n t l y t o l d  m e  h e  h ad  e i gh t  o p en i n gs  an d  

a s k ed  i f  I  w an t ed  o n e .   W as ,  “N o ”  t o  b e  m y an s w er ?   N o  w ay!   I  s a i d ,  

“ Y es ! ”   W o w !   I  w as  go i n g  t o  b e  ab l e  t o  m o v e  m y f am i l y b ack  t o  t h e  

N o r t h w es t  a t  co m p an y ex p en s e .   I  r e ce i v ed  p l en t y o f  p ap e r w o r k  t o  

a cco m p l i s h  t h a t  i n c l u d ed  b ack gr o u n d  ch eck s ,  an d  m an y t e l ep h o n e  ca l l s .   

F i n a l l y ,  a l l  m y d u ck s  w e r e  i n  a  r o w .   I  s en t  t h e  p ap e r s  o f f  t o  t h e  ad d r e s s  

g i v en  m e  b y t h e  co m p an y' s  p e r s o n n e l  r ep r e s en t a t i v e .   I  w as  t o l d  t h a t  v e r y 

s o o n  I  w o u l d  r ece i v e  t h e  w o r d  t o  m ak e  t h e  t r an s f e r .   I  w a i t ed  f o r  a  co u p l e  

o f  m o n t h s .  

 T h e  n ew  s u p e r v i s o r  i n  m y cu r r en t  j o b  l e a r n ed  o f  m y p en d i n g  j o b  i n  

S ea t t l e .   S o m e  b o s s e s  f i n d  ce r t a i n  p eo p l e  t h ey l i k e  a l o n g  t h e i r  c a r ee r  

p a t h .   T h es e  “p e t s ”  a s  I  w i l l  c a l l  t h em ,  s e em  t o  b e  b e t t e r  p r o t ec t ed  f r o m  

t h e  h az a r d s  o f  l ayo f f  t h an  o t h e r s ,  s u ch  a s  m e .   N o w ,  I  f o u n d  m ys e l f  

d o u b l e - b o x ed  w i t h  o n e  p a r t i cu l a r  p e t  o f  t h e  b o s s .   I  h ad  n o t  ye t  a ccep t ed  

t h e  o f f e r  t o  go  t o  S ea t t l e ;  h o w ev e r ,  t h e r e  s h e  w as ,  r e ad y f o r  m e  t o  t e ach  

h e r  m y j o b .  

 In  d u e  co u r s e  o f  t i m e  I  w as  g i v en  an  o f f e r  t o  go  t o  S ea t t l e  an d  I  

a ccep t ed .   T w o  w eek s  a f t e r  t h e  o f f e r  w as  m ad e  i t  w as  r e s c i n d ed  b ecau s e  

o f  s o m e  t e ch n i ca l i t i e s  ab o u t  t h e  w o r k  I  w as  s u p p o s ed  t o  d o .   W i t h i n  a  
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v e r y s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  l ayo f f s  b egan  i n  S ea t t l e .   N o w ,  I  w as  i n  

s o m ew h a t  o f  a  f i x :   I  w as  s i t t i n g  i n  a  j o b  I  s t i l l  h ad ,  b u t  w o u l d  n o t  h av e  

s o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  b ecau s e  i t  h ad  b een  g i v en  t o  s o m eo n e  e l s e .   I  

n eed ed  a  n ew  j o b .  

 D u r i n g  t h e  n ex t  f ew  m o n t h s  I  co n t ac t ed  an d  i n t e r v i ew ed  w i t h  o t h e r  

o r gan i z a t i o n s  i n t e r n a l  t o  t h e  co m p an y I  w as  w i t h .   I  a l s o  v i s i t ed  an d  

i n t e r v i ew ed  w i t h  co m p an i e s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .   In  a l l ,  I  h ad  s o u gh t  j o b s  w i t h  

s i x  o r gan i z a t i o n s  an d  co m p an i e s .  

 M y b o s s  c a l l ed  m e  i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e .   W h i l e  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  h e  h an d ed  

m e t h e  “p i n k  s l i p ”  an d  i n f o r m ed  m e  o f  m y l ayo f f .   A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  s l i p  w as  

w h i t e ;  h o w ev e r ,  t h e  e f f ec t  w as  t h e  s am e .   M y t en u r e  w i t h  t h a t  

o r gan i z a t i o n  w as  co m i n g  t o  a  c l o s e  t w o  w eek  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o n  t h e  n o t i c e .  

 I  t u r n ed  t o  t h e  Lo r d .   I  h ad  l e a r n ed  n o t  t o  l e t  m y m i n d  r u n  aw ay 

w i t h  i t s e l f  i n  d e s p e r a t i o n .   In  t i m es  s u ch  a s  t h i s  a l l  s o r t s  o f  q u es t i o n s  

u s ed  t o  co m e  t o  m i n d .   “W h a t  am  I  go i n g  t o  d o ? ”   “W h er e  w i l l  I  ge t  a  

j o b ? ”   “H o w  w i l l  I  p ay m y b i l l s ? ”  an d  o n  an d  o n .   S o m e t h i n g  h ad  t o  b e  

d o n e  ab o u t  t h o s e  t h o u gh t s  o r  n o t h i n g  p o s i t i v e  w o u l d  b e  acco m p l i s h ed .  

 S o m e  yea r s  b e f o r e  t h i s ,  I  h ad  d ec l a r ed  t h a t  I  w o r k ed  f o r  G o d ,  n o t  

t h e  co m p an y.   W h en  I  n eed ed  a  r a i s e  i n  m y s a l a r y I  a s k ed  t h e  Lo r d  f o r  i t .   

N o w ,  I  w o u l d  n o t  d o  d i f f e r en t l y.   I  h ad  a s k ed  t h e  Lo r d  f o r  d i r ec t i o n  t o  a  

n ew  j o b ,  an d  H e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e .   D av i d ,  t h e  p s a l m i s t ,  s t a t ed  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i n  ch ap t e r  3 7 ,  v e r s e  2 5 ,  “ I  h av e  b een  yo u n g ,  an d  n o w  am  o l d ;  

ye t  h av e  I  n o t  s een  t h e  r i gh t eo u s  f o r s ak en ,  n o r  h i s  s eed  b egg i n g  b r ead . ”   

M y f am i l y an d  I  w e r e  t r u l y i n  t h e  Lo r d ’ s  c ap ab l e  h an d s .  

 I  w as  h o m e ,  an d  s t o o d  l o o k i n g  o u t  o f  m y w i n d o w  a t  t h e  s cen e r y.   

A c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  i s  a  l a r ge  w h ea t  f i e l d .   T h e  w i n t e r  w h ea t  h ad  b een  s o w n ,  

an d  t h e  l i t t l e  s p r o u t s  h ad  p o k ed  t h em s e l v e s  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  ea r t h .   A  

s o f t  b r eez e  w as  gen t l y m o v i n g  t h e  b l ad e s .   A s  I  s t o o d  t h e r e ,  I  r e f l e c t ed  

o n  t h e  l ay- o f f  n o t i c e .   R e f l ec t i n g  o n  G o d ’ s  p r o m i s e s  I  s p o k e ,  “Lo r d ,  
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w h er e  i s  t h e  w i s d o m ? ”   In s t an t l y ,  a s  i f  H e  h ad  b een  w a i t i n g  an x i o u s l y,  

t h e  an s w er  cam e .  

 T h e  f a r m er  p l an t s  m an y s eed s ,  b u t  h e  o n l y d o es  i t  o n ce  b ecau s e  

o t h e r w i s e ,  h e  w o u l d  d e s t r o y t h e  f r u i t s  o f  h i s  l ab o r s .   T h e r e ,  I  h ad  i t ,  I  

w as  a  f a r m er  an d  I  h ad  p l an t ed  s i x  s eed s .   W h en  a  f a r m er  f i n i s h e s  h i s  

p l an t i n g  h e  s t o p s  an d  r e s t s .   I  s t o p p ed ,  r e s t ed ,  an d  w a i t ed .   I  r e l i ed  o n  

G o d  t o  w o r k .   Fa i t h  w o r k s  p a t i en ce .   I  w an t ed  p a t i en ce  t o  h av e  h e r  

p e r f ec t  w o r k  s o  t h a t  I  w o u l d  b e  p e r f ec t  an d  en t i r e ,  w an t i n g ,  o r  r a t h e r  

n eed i n g  n o t h i n g ,  ev en  a  j o b .  

 D u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t w o  w eek s  I  r e s t ed  i n  t h e  Lo r d .   I  d i d  n o t  

w o r r y b ecau s e  G o d  w as  m o v i n g  o n  m y b eh a l f  an d  t h a t  o f  m y f am i l y .   H e  

w as  m o v i n g  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  f a i t h ,  n o t  o u t  o f  m y n eed .   T h e  s i t u a t i o n  h ad  

b een  s e t t l ed  i n  m y m i n d ;  I  h ad  en t e r ed  i n t o  H i s  r e s t .   I  w o u l d  w a i t  an d  

s ee  w h a t  G o d  w o u l d  d o .   I  w as  ex p ec t an t .  

 D i d  t h o u gh t s  o f  d e s p a i r ,  an x i e t y,  f e a r ,  d e s p e r a t i o n  an d  m an y o t h e r  

t h i n gs  co m e  m y w ay?   Y es .   E ach  t i m e  I  c a s t  t h em  d o w n  I  t h o u gh t  o f  I I  

C o r i n t h i an s  1 0 : 4  an d  5 ,  “Fo r  t h e  w eap o n s  o f  o u r  w a r f a r e  a r e  n o t  c a r n a l ,  

b u t  m i gh t y t h r o u gh  G o d  t o  t h e  p u l l i n g  d o w n  o f  s t r o n g  h o l d s ;  c a s t i n g  

d o w n  i m ag i n a t i o n s ,  an d  ev e r y h i gh  t h i n g  t h a t  ex a l t e t h  i t s e l f  aga i n s t  t h e  

k n o w l ed ge  o f  G o d ,  an d  b r i n g i n g  i n t o  cap t i v i t y  ev e r y t h o u gh t  t o  t h e  

o b ed i en ce  o f  C h r i s t . ”   I  a l s o  l i v ed  b y I  J o h n  4 : 1 8 ,  “T h e r e  i s  n o t  f e a r  i n  

l o v e ;  b u t  p e r f ec t  l o v e  ca s t e t h  o u t  f e a r :  b ecau s e  f ea r  h a t h  t o r m en t .   H e  

t h a t  f e a r e t h  i s  n o t  m ad e  p e r f ec t  i n  l o v e . ”   I  l o o k ed  a t  t h e  t h o u gh t s  t h a t  

cam e  m y w ay a s  t h o s e  f r o m  t h e  d ev i l ,  an d  a l t h o u gh  h e  w an t ed  m e  t o ,  I  

w o u l d  n o t  ch an ge  m y co n v i c t i o n .  

 P eo p l e  a t  w o r k  k n ew  I  h ad  b een  h an d ed  a  l ayo f f  n o t i c e .   

 “D o  yo u  h av e  a  j o b  ye t ? ”  

 “Y es , ”  I  w o u l d  r ep l y,  “ i t  j u s t  h a s n ’ t  m an i f e s t ed  i t s e l f  ye t . ”  

 “W h a t  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  t o  s ay? ”   T h ey w o u l d  i n q u i r e .  

 “W h a t  m o r e  can  I  s ay,  a l l  t h i n gs  co n s i d e r ed ? ”  I  gen t l y t o l d  t h em .  
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 T h es e  w e l l - m ean i n g  p eo p l e  w o u l d  w a l k  aw ay t o t a l l y  u n ed i f i ed  b y 

w h a t  I  h ad  s a i d .  

 M y f i n a l  d ay o f  em p l o ym en t  w as  r ap i d l y ap p r o ach i n g ,  o n l y a  f ew  

d ays  w e r e  l e f t .   T h o u gh t s  w e r e  co m i n g  m o r e  r ap i d l y an d  f i e r ce l y n o w .   

“Y o u  a r e  go i n g  t o  f a l l ! ”  “Y o u  w o n ’ t  h av e  a  j o b . ”   T h e  a t t a ck  s eem ed  

r e l en t l e s s ;  h o w ev e r ,  I  co n t i n u ed  s t an d i n g  o n  t h e  W o r d ;  I  gav e  n o  p l ace  t o  

t h e  d ev i l .   I  r e s i s t ed  h i m ,  an d  h e  h ad  t o  f l e e .  

 F i n a l l y ,  t h r ee  d ays  r em a i n ed  b e f o r e  m y l a s t  s ch ed u l ed  d ay o f  

em p l o ym en t .   T h e  b a t t l e  f o r  m y m i n d  w as  r ag i n g .   I  k n ew  f r o m  w h e r e  t h e  

o p p o s i t i o n  w as  co m i n g ,  an d  ye t ,  I  w as  d e t e r m i n ed  t o  co n t i n u e  t o  f i gh t  t h e  

go o d  f i gh t  o f  f a i t h .   T r u t h f u l l y ,  t h e  h a r d e r  t h e  a t t a ck  b ecam e ,  t h e  m o r e  

d e t e r m i n ed  I  b ecam e  t o  w i n .   T h e  s t r en g t h  w as  co m i n g  f r o m  t h e  Lo r d  t o  

m ak e  m e  s t an d .   I  h ad  l a i d  h o l d  o n  e t e r n a l  t r u t h  an d  I  w as  n o t  l e t t i n g  go !   

S u d d en l y,  I  s a i d  a l o u d ,  “T h an k  yo u  d ev i l  f o r  l e t t i n g  m e  k n o w  m y 

s a l v a t i o n  i s  a t  h an d ! ”   I m m ed i a t e l y ,  t h e  b a t t l e  s t o p p ed .   T h e  Lo r d  h ad  

s h o w n  m e  t h a t  f i e r ce  o p p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  d ev i l  w o u l d  h a ve  b een  

p o i n t l e s s  i f  i t  w er e  n o t  f o r  t h e  ca u s e .   T h i s  w as  a  f i gh t  o f  f a i t h  an d  t h e  

d ev i l  k n ew  i t .   H e  h ad  co m e  f o r  m y w o r d s !   H o w  m an y t i m es  w e  h av e  l o s t  

t h e  b a t t l e  b ecau s e  w e  ca s t  aw ay o u r  co n f i d en ce  t h a t  h a s  g r ea t  r e co m p en s e  

o f  r ew a r d ?   W as  I  j o yo u s ?   Y es ,  I  w as  j o yo u s !   I  r e j o i ced  w i t h  j o y 

u n s p eak ab l e  an d  f u l l  o f  g l o r y.   I  t h i n k  i t  w as  t w o  d ays  l a t e r  w h en  I  

r e ce i v ed  a  t e l ep h o n e  co n f e r en ce  ca l l .   Bo t h  t h e  s eco n d  an d  t h i r d  l ev e l  

m an age r s  f r o m  an o t h e r  o r gan i z a t i o n  w e r e  ca l l i n g  t o  t e l l  m e  t h ey w e r e  

h i r i n g  m e .   T h ey t o l d  m e  t o  h av e  a  go o d  T h an k s g i v i n g  d ay.   I  w o u l d  b e  

r e l o ca t i n g  i n  a  f ew  d ays .   I  w o u l d  n o t  b e  l ayed - o f f .   T h i s  w as  t h e  

m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  G o d ’ s  an s w er  t o  f a i t h .  

 I  r ep o r t ed  t o  t h e  n ew  o r gan i z a t i o n  o n  M o n d ay.   O n  W ed n es d ay,  t h e  

P r o gr am  M an age r  f o r  t h e  o r gan i z a t i o n  I  h ad  j u s t  l e f t  c a l l ed  a  m ee t i n g .   

E v e r yo n e  m e t  i n  a  l a r ge  m ee t i n g  r o o m .   T h e  m an age r  an n o u n ced  t h a t  t h e  
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cu s t o m er ,  t h e  U . S .  A i r  Fo r ce ,  w as  s h u t t i n g  d o w n  t h e  p r o gr am .   E ver yo n e  

n eed ed  t o  go  f i n d  a  j o b !  

 La t e r ,  I  l e a r n ed  t h a t  a  v i ce - p r e s i d en t  i n  t h i s  co m p an y h ad  f o r b i d d en  

an y o r gan i z a t i o n a l  t r an s f e r s ;  h o w ev e r ,  h e  s i gn ed  m y p ap e r w o r k .  

 P r a i s e  G o d !   H e  a l w ays  co m es  t h r o u gh  i n  a  s p ec t acu l a r  w ay i f  w e  

f i gh t  t h e  go o d  f i gh t  o f  f a i t h .   T o  f i gh t  t h e  go o d  f i gh t  o f  f a i t h  e f f ec t i v e l y,  

w e  m u s t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  s ays ,  an d  ab o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  

ab i d i n g .   A b i d i n g ,  s i m p l y s t a t ed ,  i s  n o t  d ev i a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  t r u t h  o f  G o d ’ s  

W o r d  r ega r d l e s s  w h a t  w e  s ee  o r  h ea r  o r  h o w  l o n g  i t  t ak e s  f o r  t h e  an s w er  

t o  b e  m an i f e s t ed .   T h e  m an i f e s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  o f  t h e  t h i n gs  s e t t l ed  

i n  t h e  s p i r i t  r eq u i r e  v a r i o u s  p e r i o d s  o f  ab i d i n g .   I f  w e  b eco m e  u p p i t y 

b ecau s e  an  an s w er  i s  n o t  m an i f e s t ed  w h en  o r  h o w  w e  t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  b e ,  

w e  a r e  u n s u r e  o f  t h e  p o w er  o f  G o d ’ s  W o r d .   H o w ev e r ,  w h en  t h e  

s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  G o d ’ s  W o r d  o v e r  t h e  c i r cu m s t an ces  o f  l i f e  i s  s e t t l ed  i n  o u r  

m i n d s ,  t h e  b a t t l e  i s  o v e r .   T h i n k  ab o u t  J e s u s ’  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  G a r d en .   T h e  

b a t t l e  H e  w en t  t h r o u gh  w as  s o  g r ea t  H e  s w ea t  a s  i s  i t  w e r e ,  g r ea t  d r o p s  o f  

b l o o d .   U l t i m a t e l y,  t h e  b a t t l e  w as  o v e r  w h en  H e  s u b m i t t ed  t o  t h e  Fa t h e r ’ s  

w i l l .  

 S o m e  m i gh t  s ay t h e  o n l y r ea s o n  u n u s u a l  a l l o w an ces  w e r e  m ad e  i n  

m y b eh a l f  t o  ge t  an o t h e r  j o b  w as  b ecau s e  I  k n ew  s o m eo n e ,  an d  t h ey a r e  

r i gh t .   I  k n o w  G o d ,  m y Fa t h e r .   D i d  I  n eed  t o  k n o w  an yo n e  e l s e?  
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1 2  

N E E D E D :  A  LIT T LE  E X T R A  C A S H  

 

 W h en ev e r  I  am  i n v i t ed  t o  m i n i s t e r  e i t h e r  i n  w o r d  o r  s o n g ,  I  d o  n o t  

ch a r ge  f o r  m y s e r v i ce s .   T h e  g r o u p  m ak i n g  t h e  r eq u es t  p ays  a l l  ex p en s e s .   

E x p en s e s  co n s i s t  o f  ga s ,  t r an s p o r t a t i o n ,  f o o d ,  an d  l o d g i n g .   I  h av e  a  f u l l -

t i m e  j o b  w h i ch  k eep s  co s t s  d o w n  f o r  t h e  p r o s p ec t i v e  l i s t en e r s .   O n  o n e  

o cca s i o n  I  w as  a s k ed  t o  s p eak  a t  a  w eek en d  yo u t h  r e t r e a t .   T h e  g r o u p  s en t  

ga s  m o n ey i n  ad v an ce  b ecau s e  w e  w e r e  d r i v i n g  o u r  f am i l y ca r .  

 W e  s t a r t ed  o u t  o n  o u r  t r i p .   O u r  d e s t i n a t i o n  w as  ab o u t  o n e - h u n d r ed  

s ev en t y- f i v e  m i l e s  aw ay.   T h e  $ 4 0 . 0 0  t h e  g r o u p  h ad  s en t  u s  f o r  ga s  w as  

j u s t  en o u gh  m o n ey t o  ge t  u s  t h e r e  an d  b ack ;  t w en t y d o l l a r s  e ach  w ay.   M y 

w i f e  an d  I  h ad  a  co u p l e  o f  d o l l a r s  ex t r a  b e t w een  u s .  

 W e  s t ayed  t h r o u gh  t h e  w eek en d .   A f t e r  p l ayi n g  i n  t h e  s n o w  o n e  

n i gh t ,  I  m ad e  a  h o r r i b l e  d i s co v e r y.   T h e  t w en t y d o l l a r s  w e  h ad  l e f t  t o  ge t  

ga s  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  h o m e  w as  m i s s i n g .   A p p a r en t l y,  I  h ad  l o s t  t h e  

m o n ey i n  t h e  s n o w .   I  h ad  p u t  t h e  m o n ey i n  m y f r o n t  p an t s  p o ck e t  f o r  

p r o t ec t i o n  an d  n o w  i t  w as  go n e .   I  t o l d  m y w i f e .   S h e  a s k ed  w h a t  w e  w e r e  
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go i n g  t o  d o .   I  t o l d  h e r  t h a t  t h e r e  w as  o n l y o n e  t h i n g  w e  co u l d  d o .   W e  

w o u l d  p r ay an d  l e av e  t h e  p r o b l em  i n  G o d ’ s  c ap ab l e  h an d s ,  an d  s ay 

n o t h i n g  t o  an yo n e .   W e  p r ayed  an d  p r a i s ed  G o d  f o r  t h e  an s w er ;  G o d  

w o u l d  p r o v i d e .  

 O n  S u n d ay,  ev e r yo n e  p ack ed  t h e i r  c a r s  an d  v an s  t o  l e av e .   S o o n ,  

ev e r y o n e  o f  t h e  ca r ’ s  an d  v an ’ s  en g i n e s  h ad  b een  s t a r t ed .   S o m e  o f  t h e  

p eo p l e  b egan  t o  l e av e .   I  ch eck ed  m y gas  r e s e r v e s  an d  l e a r n ed  w e  h ad  

en o u gh  ga s  l e f t  i n  t h e  t an k  t o  ge t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  t o w n  o n  o u r  r o u t e  b ack  

h o m e ,  n o  m o r e .  

 Leo n ,  t h e  yo u t h  co o r d i n a t o r ,  w as  w a l k i n g  a r o u n d  en s u r i n g  a l l  w as  

w e l l .   H e  cam e  o v e r  t o  o u r  c a r  an d  ex p r e s s ed  h i s  h ap p i n e s s  ab o u t  h o w  

w e l l  ev e r yt h i n g  h ad  go n e  t h a t  w eek en d .   S ev e r a l  k i d s  w e r e  s av ed  t h e  

n i gh t  b e f o r e .   H e  b ad e  u s  f a r ew e l l  an d  G o d ’ s  s p eed  an d  t u r n ed  t o  w a l k  

aw ay.   I  p u t  t h e  t r an s m i s s i o n  i n  ge a r  an d  s t a r t ed  t o  d r i v e  aw ay.   

S u d d en l y,  h e  s t o p p ed ,  r e ach ed  i n t o  h i s  p o ck e t  an d  d r ew  o u t  s o m e t h i n g .   

A s  h e  d i d  s o ,  h e  t u r n ed  a r o u n d ,  w av ed  t o  ge t  m y a t t en t i o n ,  an d  m o t i o n ed  

m e  t o  s t o p .   H e  w a l k ed  b ack  t o w ar d  o u r  c a r .   A s  h e  n ea r ed  u s ,  h e  r e ach ed  

o u t  t o  g i v e  m e  s o m e t h i n g .   I  r o l l ed  d o w n  t h e  w i n d o w ,  an d  r each ed  o u t  t o  

a ccep t  w h a t ev e r  h e  w as  h an d i n g  m e .   Leo n  d r o p p ed  a  f o l d ed  t w en t y d o l l a r  

b i l l  i n t o  m y h an d .   H e  h ad  g i v en  u s  t h e  ex ac t  am o u n t  w e  n eed ed  t o  ge t  

h o m e .   H e  p r ayed  f o r  G o d  t o  b l e s s  u s .   H e  t h en  t u r n ed  an d  l e f t .   W e  w en t  

h o m e  r e j o i c i n g .   G o d  h ad  co m e  t h r o u gh  aga i n !  

 I  c a l l ed  Leo n  a f t e r  w e  go t  h o m e  t h a t  n i gh t  t o  l e t  h i m  k n o w  w e  h ad  

a r r i v ed  h o m e ,  s a f e l y.   I  a l s o  w an t ed  t o  f i n d  o u t  ab o u t  t h e  yo u t h  s e r v i ce  a t  

t h e  ch u r ch  t h a t  n i gh t .   Leo n  s a i d  t h e  s e r v i ce  w as  g r ea t .   W h en  I  

m en t i o n ed  t h e  m o n ey,  h e  t o l d  m e  h e  h ad  g i v en  a l l  h e  h ad  p l an n ed  t o  w h en  

h e  s en t  u s  t h e  m o n ey.   H e  s a i d  a s  h e  t u r n ed  t o  w a l k  aw ay f r o m  t h e  ca r  h e  

f e l t  i m p r e s s ed  t o  g i v e  u s  t w en t y m o r e  d o l l a r s .   I  t o l d  h i m  o f  o u r  p r aye r ,  

an d  h o w  G o d  h ad  u s ed  h i m  t o  an s w er  i t .   W e  w e r e  a l l  v e r y h ap p y an d  

p r a i s ed  G o d  s o m e  m o r e !  
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 G o d ,  s eem i n g l y,  a l w ays  an s w er s  p r aye r  j u s t  i n  t i m e .   H e  w i l l  n ev e r  

t u r n  H i s  b ack  o n  a  gen u i n e  ac t  o f  f a i t h .   W e  a r e  H i s  ch i l d r en .   W o u l d  w e  

t u r n  o u r  b ack s  o n  o u r  ch i l d r en  a f t e r  t h ey ca l l ed  o n  u s ?  
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1 3  

BLO W N  R A D IA T O R  H O S E S  

 

 W h a t  a  b eau t i f u l  d ay!   W e  l e f t  W i ch i t a ,  K an s a s ,  e a r l y o n e  m o r n i n g  

f o r  A b i l en e ,  K an s a s .   O u r  d e s t i n a t i o n  w as  P r e s i d en t  D w i gh t  D .  

E i s en h o w er ' s  h o m e  an d  m u s eu m .   T h e  r o u n d  t r i p  w o u l d  t ak e  ab o u t  t h r ee  

h o u r s  d r i v i n g  t i m e .  

 W e  a r r i v ed  ab o u t  m i d - m o r n i n g ,  an d  s p en t  t h e  r em a i n d e r  o f  t h e  d ay 

v i s i t i n g  t h e  m u s eu m .   T h e  f i v e  o f  u s ,  m y w i f e ,  t h r ee  s o n s ,  an d  I  h ad  a  

go o d  t i m e .   A f t e r  ge t t i n g  s o m e  l u n ch  w e  h ead ed  s l i gh t l y n o r t h ,  s aw  s o m e  

f am o u s  r o ck s  an d  h ead ed  b ack  h o m e .   T h e  t i m e  w as  ab o u t  s i x  o ’ c l o ck  i n  

t h e  ev en i n g .  

 T h e  r i d e  w as  s m o o t h .   W e  w e r e  r ea l l y  en j o yi n g  b e i n g  o u t  a s  a  

f am i l y.   M y w i f e  w as  b e s i d e  m e ,  an d  o u r  s o n s  w e r e  i n  t h e  b ack  s ea t  

p l ayi n g  q u i e t l y .   W i t h o u t  w a r n i n g  a  l o u d  b an g  s h a t t e r ed  t h e  p a s t o r a l  

s cen e .   I  t h o u gh t  I  h ad  h i t  s o m e t h i n g .   W h en  I  l o o k ed  o u t  o v e r  t h e  h o o d  
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an d  s aw  w a t e r ,  I  s e r i o u s l y s u s p ec t ed  a  r ad i a t o r  h o s e  h ad  b l o w n .   I  h ead ed  

t h e  ca r  o n t o  t h e  s h o u l d e r  o f  t h e  r o ad .  

 I  p u l l ed  t h e  h o o d  r e l ea s e  an d  l i f t e d  t h e  h o o d .   I  s aw  i n  t h e  m i s t  t h a t  

t h e  r ad i a t o r  h o s e  h ad  i n d eed  b l o w n .   T h e  p r e s s u r e  i n  t h e  r ad i a t o r  m u s t  

h av e  b een  t r em en d o u s .   T h e  h o s e  d i d  n o t  h av e  a  m e r e  h o l e  i n  i t .   T h e r e  

w as  a  s l i c e  i n  t h e  h o s e  t h a t  l o o k ed  a s  t h o u gh  s o m eo n e  h ad  t ak en  a  k n i f e  

an d  cu t  a  s t r a i gh t  l i n e  i n  t h e  h o s e  ab o u t  h a l f  i t s  l en g t h .  

 M y w i f e  an d  I  p r ayed ,  “Fa t h e r ,  w e  n eed  s o m e  h e l p  r i gh t  n o w !   N i gh t  

i s  f a s t  ap p r o ach i n g .   W e  t h an k  yo u  i n  ad v an ce ,  a s k i n g  i t  a l l  i n  t h e  m i gh t y 

n am e  o f  J e s u s . ”  

 H av e  yo u  b een  cau gh t  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d ?   In  t h e  n a t u r a l  i t  i s  a  

s u r e  t h i n g  n o  o n e  w i l l  s t o p ,  r i gh t ?   W h a t  h ap p en s  i n  t h e  S p i r i t ?   A  m i n u t e  

an d  a  h a l f  h ad  n o t  p a s s ed  a f t e r  w e  h ad  p r ayed  b e f o r e  a  t r u ck  p u l l ed  u p  

b eh i n d  u s .   T h e  t r u ck  w as  n o t  a  b i g  d i e s e l ,  b u t  a  s m a l l e r  v a r i e t y s o m e  u s e  

t o  h au l  c a r s  o n e  a t  a  t i m e .   T h e  d r i v e r  go t  o u t  o f  t h e  t r u ck  l e av i n g  h i s  

f am i l y i n s i d e .  

 W e  t a l k ed  ab o u t  t h e  p r o b l em .   A  p a r t i cu l a r l y s h ap ed  r ad i a t o r  h o s e  

w as  n eed ed  t o  f i x  t h e  p r o b l em .   I  h ad  o n l y s ev en  d o l l a r s  o n  m e .   T h e  m an  

o f f e r ed  t o  d r i v e  t o  t h e  n ex t  t o w n ,  M cP h e r s o n ,  w h i ch  w as  ab o u t  e i gh t een  

m i l e s  aw ay an d  s ee  w h a t  h e  co u l d  f i n d .   W h a t  e l s e  co u l d  I  d o ?   I  ag r eed .   

H e  t o o k  m y d es t r o yed  h o s e  an d  l e f t .  

 W e  f i gu r ed  t h e  gu y w o u l d  r e t u r n  i n  ab o u t  an  h o u r .   A b o u t  t en  

m i n u t e s  a f t e r  h e  l e f t ,  a  K an s a s  H i gh w ay P a t r o l m an  cam e  o n  t h e  s cen e .   

H e  l o o k ed  a t  o u r  s i t u a t i o n ;  w e  t o l d  h i m  ab o u t  t h e  o t h e r  gu y w h o  t o o k  t h e  

h o s e  t o  f i n d  a  r ep l acem en t .   H e  a s k ed  u s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  m an  an d  t h e  

v eh i c l e .   H e  s a i d  h e  w as  go i n g  t o  f i n d  h i m  an d  m ak e  s u r e  ev e r yt h i n g  w as  

o k ay.   T h e  o f f i c e r  w a s  r ea s s u r i n g .   W e  s u r e l y w e r e  n o t  go i n g  an yw h e r e  

f a s t .  

 T h e  t i m e  s eem ed  t o  d r ag  b y,  t h e  d ay w as  h o t ,  an d  m y w i f e  an d  l i t t l e  

b o ys  w e r e  s u f f e r i n g .   T h ey s a t  n ex t  t o  t h e  ca r  w a t ch i n g  ca r s  an d  t r u ck s  o n  
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t h e  f r e ew ay w h i z  b y.  I  s p en t  t h e  t i m e  s l ap p i n g  a t  m o s q u i t o e s .   A l m o s t  

t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  h ad  p a s s ed  s i n ce  t h e  p a t r o l m an  h ad  l e f t ,  w h en  I  s p i ed  a  

v an  ab o u t  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l e  u p  t h e  r o ad  b ack i n g  o u r  w ay.   “W h o  i s  

t h i s ? ”   I  w o n d e r ed .  

 T h e  d r i v e r  b r o u gh t  t h e  v an  t o  w i t h i n  t w en t y f ee t  o f  u s  an d  s t o p p ed .   

A  m an  an d  w o m a n ,  I  e s t i m a t ed  t o  b e  i n  t h e i r  f i f t i e s ,  go t  o u t  t o  g r ee t  u s .   

T h ey s a i d  t h ey m ak e  i t  a  r u l e  n ev e r  t o  s t o p  an d  h e l p  an yo n e ,  b u t  t h i s  c a s e  

w as  d i f f e r en t ;  h o w ev e r ,  a s  t h ey s aw  m y f am i l y an d  t h o u gh t  w e  co u l d  n o t  

b e  b ad  p eo p l e .  

 T h e  n ew - f o u n d  f r i en d s  h ad  go n e  n o r t h  t o  C an ad a ,  an d  w e r e  o n  t h e i r  

w ay b ack  t o  W i ch i t a  w h en  t h ey s aw  u s .   T h ey r each ed  i n t o  t h e i r  i c e  ch e s t  

an d  b r o u gh t  o u t  s o m e  co l d  m i l k  an d  w a t e r  f o r  t h e  ch i l d r en .   W e  a l l  s t o o d  

an d  t a l k ed  f o r  ab o u t  t w en t y m i n u t e s .   W e  h ad  a  v e r y p l ea s u r ab l e  

co n v e r s a t i o n .   T h e  t i m e  w as  p a s s i n g  q u i ck l y w h en  m y a t t en t i o n  w as  

d r aw n  t o  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e :  t h e  p a t r o l  c a r .  

 T h e  p a t r o l m an  s w u n g  h i s  c a r  a c r o s s  t h e  m ed i an  s t r i p  o f f  t h e  

f r e ew ay an d  s t o p p ed  b eh i n d  o u r  c a r .   I  l o o k ed  aga i n  an d  s aw  t h e  gu y i n  

t h e  t r u ck .   T h e  p a t r o l m an  w as  s u cce s s f u l  i n  f i n d i n g  t h e  t r u ck  an d  i t s  

d r i v e r .   A s  i t  t u r n ed  o u t ,  t h e  p a t r o l m an ,  t h e  gu y an d  h i s  f am i l y d r o v e  a l l  

o v e r  t h e  s m a l l  d o w n  o f  M cP h e r s o n  t o  f i n d  a  h o s e .   T h e  h o s e  t h e  gu y 

b r o u gh t  b ack  t o  u s  w as  p e r f ec t !   N o t  o n l y h ad  b e  b r o u gh t  m e  t h e  h o s e ,  

b u t  an t i - f r e ez e  a s  w e l l .   H e  h ad  a l s o  b r o u gh t  s o m e  s o d a  p o p  f o r  t h e  k i d s .   

H i s  f am i l y w as  a s  n i ce  a s  h e  w as .  

 W e  p u t  t h e  h o s e  o n  an d  h ad  t h e  r ad i a t o r  f i l l ed  i n  ab o u t  t en  m i n u t e s .   

N o  l e ak s  i n  t h e  co o l i n g  s ys t em  t o l d  u s  t h e  j o b  w as  co m p l e t e .   W h en  I  

a s k ed  t h e  g u y w h a t  t h e  h o s e  co s t ,  h e  gav e  an  i t em i z ed  b i l l  f r o m  t h e  ga s  

s t a t i o n  f o r  t w en t y - f o u r  d o l l a r s  an d  ch an ge .   A s  I  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I  o n l y h ad  

s ev en  d o l l a r s  i n  c a s h .   A  ch eck  a t  t h e  p o i n t  w as  i n ap p r o p r i a t e ,  an d  a  

c r ed i t  c a r d  w as  o u t  o f  t h e  q u es t i o n .  
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 T h e  w o m an  w h o  d r o v e  t h e  v an  s en s ed  t h e  p r o b l em  an d  t o l d  u s  w e  

co u l d  b o r r o w  t w en t y d o l l a r s !   W e  q u i ck l y ag r eed .   T w en t y d o l l a r s  w as  

g i v en  t o  t h e  gu y i n  t h e  t r u ck  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  s ev en  d o l l a r s  s t a s h ed  i n  m y 

p o ck e t .   T h e  ex t r a  m o n ey w e  gav e  h i m  w as  f o r  h i s  t r o u b l e .   Be l i ev e  m e ,  

i f  I  h ad  h ad  m o r e ,  I  w o u l d  h av e  g i v en  i t  t o  h i m .   W e  b ad e  t h e  gu y an d  h i s  

f am i l y i n  t h e  t r u ck  f a r ew e l l  w i t h  m an y t h an k s g i v i n gs ,  an d  t h en  w e  

ex ch an ged  ad d r e s s e s  w i t h  t h e  m o n ey - l en d e r s  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  m o n ey.  

 T h e  p a t r o l m an  l e f t  w h en  h e  s aw  t h a t  a l l  w as  f i n e .   W e  a l s o  t h an k ed  

h i m  p r o f u s e l y.   S o o n  t h e  p eo p l e  i n  t h e  v an  l e f t  w i t h  a  p r o m i s e  f r o m  u s  w e  

w o u l d  r e t u r n  t h e  m o n ey t h e  f o l l o w i n g  M o n d ay,  w h i ch  w e  d i d .  

 A l l  t h e  w ay h o m e  w e  co n t i n u ed  t o  p r a i s e  G o d  f o r  H i s  r ap i d  an s w er  

t o  o u r  p r aye r .   W h o  s ays  G o d  d o es  n o t  h ea r  o r  an s w er  p r aye r ?   E v en  i n  

s eem i n g l y i m p o s s i b l e  c i r cu m s t an ces ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  am az i n g  t h i n gs  

h ap p en .   Fa t h e r  k n ew  w e  w e r e  s h o r t  o f  c a s h  an d  p r o v i d ed  t h e  an s w er .   H e  

a l s o  p r o v i d ed  s o m e  l i gh t h ea r t ed  co n v e r s a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p eo p l e  i n  t h e  v an  

t o  h e l p  p a s s  t h e  t i m e .   O h !  T h e  b en e f i t s  o f  b e i n g  u n d e r  H i s  w a t ch f u l  eye .    
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1 4  

M O V IN G ,  C LO U D S ,  A N D  R A IN  

 

 T h e  ap p o i n t ed  d ay h ad  a r r i v ed .   W e  w e r e  t o  s t a r t  m o v i n g  o n  t h a t  

g l o o m y,  o v e r ca s t  an d  r a i n y S a t u r d ay.   W e  h ad  p u r ch as ed  a  n ew  h o m e  

t w en t y m i l e s  o r  s o  aw ay.  

 I  h ad  d o n e  a l l  t h e  b a s i c  t h i n gs  s u ch  a s  ge t t i n g  t h e  m o v i n g  t r u ck  an d  

p u t t i n g  i t  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  f o r  l o ad i n g .   Bes t  o f  a l l ,  I  o p en ed  t h e  d o o r s  o f  t h e  

h o u s e  s o  i t  w o u l d  b eco m e  v e r y co l d  i n  t h e r e .   T h i s  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  go o d  

c l am m y a t m o s p h e r e  i n  w h i ch  t o  m o v e  o u r  s eem i n g  f o r t y - t w o  t o n s  o f  

h o u s eh o l d  go o d s .   G o o d  co n d i t i o n s  f o r  m o v i n g ,  r i gh t ?   W r o n g ,  co n d i t i o n s  

f o r  m o v i n g  w e r e  t e r r i b l e .   A l l  I  n eed ed  n o w  w as  f o r  m y t w o  f r i en d s  t o  

s h o w  u p  s o  w e  co u l d  ge t  t h e  s h o w  o n  t h e  r o ad .  

 M y t w o  co m r a d es ,  R ay an d  S h e l d o n  f i n a l l y  a r r i v ed .   A w ay w e  w en t ,  

c a r r yi n g  f u r n i t u r e ,  b o x es ,  an d  l am p s .   E v e r yo n e  w as  i n  go o d  s p i r i t s .   

S h e l d o n  co u l d  b e  h ea r d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  h o u s e  s i n g i n g  s p i r i t u a l  s o n gs .   M y 

w i f e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  R ay an d  I ,  p ack ed  an d  t a l k ed .   A l l  o f  u s  w e r e  h av i n g  a  
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go o d  t i m e  o f  l au gh t e r  an d  f e l l o w s h i p .   S o o n ,  R ay,  S h e l d o n ,  an d  I  b ecam e  

t i r ed  o f  t h e  u n r e l en t i n g  r a i n .  

 S h e l d o n  an d  I  w e r e  ca r r yi n g  a  h u n k  o f  s o f a  t o  t h e  t r u ck  w h en  

S h e l d o n  s t o p p ed  s u d d en l y.   H e  s a i d ,  “ I ’ m  p r e t t y  t i r ed  o f  t h i s  r a i n ,  h o w  

ab o u t  yo u ? ”   I  d e f i n i t e l y ag r eed ,  a s  d i d  R ay.    

 “W h a t  s ay w e  d o  s o m e t h i n g  ab o u t  i t ? ”   C o n t i n u ed  S h e l d o n .  

 N o w ,  I  h ad  n o t  t h o u gh t  ab o u t  i t ,  b u t  s en s i n g  h i s  an g l e ,  I  w as  gam e .   

W e  l o o k ed  a t  R ay w h o  i n d i ca t ed  h e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  w as  go i n g  o n ;  

h o w ev e r ,  h e  w o u l d  go  a l o n g  w i t h  u s .   I  n eed  t o  s ay s o m e t h i n g  ab o u t  t h i s  

d ea r  b r o t h e r  R ay.  

 I  h ad  m e t  R ay a  yea r  o r  s o  ea r l i e r .   H e  f e l t ,  s p i r i t u a l l y  s p eak i n g ,  h e  

h ad  r each ed  t h e  l i m i t  w i t h  G o d .   T h e r e  w e r e  n o  m o r e  v i s t a s ;  n o  m o r e  

m o u n t a i n s  t o  c l i m b .   T h i s  w as  d u e  i n  l a r ge  p a r t  t o  t h e  t e ach i n g  h e  s a i d  h e  

h ad  r ece i v ed  a t  t h e  ch u r ch  h e  w as  a t t en d i n g .   H e  h ad  b een ,  a s  m o s t  o f  u s  

w e r e  an d  p r o b ab l y s t i l l  a r e  i n  o n e  w ay o r  an o t h e r ,  o n e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  l e av e  

t h e i r  B i b l e  o n  t h e  s h e l f  an d  s t i l l  ex p ec t  t o  s ee  s o m e  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h .   H i s  

s t a t e  w as  n o t  h i s  f au l t ;  h e  w as  j u s t  u n l ea r n ed .   W e  h ad  d ev e l o p ed  a  c l o s e  

b o n d .  

 R ay an d  I  s p en t  m u ch  t i m e  i n  t h e  W o r d .   I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  a  l o t  a t  t h e  

t i m e ,  b u t  I  w as  l e a r n i n g .   I  p a s s ed  o n t o  h i m  a l l  I  w as  l e a r n i n g .  Lex i co n s ,  

o t h e r  B i b l e  t r an s l a t i o n s ,  J ew i s h  h i s t o r i an s ,  an yt h i n g  I  co u l d  w r ap  m y 

h an d s  a r o u n d  w e r e  f o d d e r  f o r  m y l e a r n i n g .   T h e  H o l y S p i r i t  c ap ab l y 

t au gh t  m e  w h a t  w as  n o t  b e i n g  t au gh t  a t  t h e  ch u r ch  w e  w e r e  a t t en d i n g .   I  

s h o u l d  n o t  h av e  b een  s u r p r i s ed  b ecau s e  I  l e a r n ed  l a t e r  m an y t h i n gs  a r e  

n o t  t au gh t  i n  t h e  ch u r ch  b ecau s e  s p ec i f i c  ch u r ch  d o c t r i n e s  ge t  i n  t h e  w ay 

an d  o f t en  n u l l i f y  t h e  r ea l  p o w er  o f  G o d .   R ay w as  g r o w i n g ,  n ew  v i s t a s  

w e r e  ap p a r en t ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  q u i t e  p o s s e s s  t h e  f a i t h  h e  n eed ed  f o r  t h i s  

o p e r a t i o n .  

 W e a l l  c l a s p ed  each  o t h e r ’ s  h an d s ,  c l o s ed  o u r  eye s  an d  b egan  

p r a i s i n g  G o d  a s  w e  s t o o d  o n  t h e  t r u ck  r am p  i n  t h e  p o u r i n g  r a i n .   I  s a i d ,  
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“Fa t h e r ,  w e  r em em b er  w h en  J e s u s  w a l k ed  o n  t h e  w a t e r ,  h o w  h e  r eb u k ed  

t h e  w i n d s ,  an d  t h e  s ea ,  an d  i t  o b eyed .   Lo r d  Fa t h e r ,  w e  n o w  f o l l o w  J e s u s  

i n  ex am p l e .   ‘ R a i n ,  i n  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s ,  yo u  a r e  h e r eb y o r d e r ed  t o  c ea s e  

u n t i l  w e  a r e  f i n i s h ed  m o v i n g .   W e  r ea l i z e  t h e  ea r t h  n eed s  a  d r i n k ,  b u t  w e  

a r e  b u s y,  an d  yo u  a r e  i n  t h e  w ay.   W e  co n s i d e r  i t  d o n e . ’ ”   W e  p r a i s ed  

G o d  s o m e  m o r e .   R ay l o o k ed  a t  u s  a s  i f  w e  h ad  l o s t  o u r  m a r b l e s ,  an d  

s h r u gg i n g  h i s  s h o u l d e r s  s a i d ,  “W e’ l l  s ee . ”   S h e l d o n  an d  I  b o t h  s a i d ,  “N o  

p r o b l em ”  T h e  r a i n  s t o p p ed  i m m ed i a t e l y!  

 T h e  m o v e  co n t i n u ed  f o r  t h e  r em a i n d e r  o f  t h e  d ay an d  i n t o  t h e  

ev en i n g .   W e  s aw  l o t s  o f  h eav y,  f o r eb o d i n g - l o o k i n g  b l ack  c l o u d s ,  b u t  n o  

r a i n ,  w e  h ad  f o r b i d d en  i t .  

 S h e l d o n  l e f t  f o r  t h e  d ay.   M y w i f e  w as  a t  t h e  n ew  h o m e  

s t r a i gh t en i n g  u p  t h i n gs  w h i l e  R ay an d  I  w en t  b ack  an d  p i ck ed  u p  t h e  l a s t  

l o ad  o f  k i d ’ s  t o ys .   W e  w e r e  j u s t  a  f ew  m i l e s  d i s t an ce  f r o m  t h e  n ew  h o m e  

w h en  a  d r o p  o f  r a i n  s p a t t e r e d  o n  t h e  w i n d s h i e l d .   R ay an d  I  l au gh ed  an d  

l au gh ed .   O u r  co n ce r n  w as  go n e ;  w e  w e r e  d o n e  m o v i n g .   T h e  s k y co u l d  

d r o p  a s  m u ch  r a i n  a s  i t  co u l d  f o r  a l l  w e  ca r ed .   R a i n  f e l l  ev e r yw h e r e  f o r  

h o u r s .   

 W h en  w e  a r r i v ed  a t  t h e  n ew  h o m e  w e  m o v ed  t h e  f ew  b o x es  s t o r ed  i n  

t h e  b ack  o f  t h e  t r u ck  t o  t h e  ga r age  an d  w en t  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e  t i r ed  an d  

h u n gr y.   W e  w a l k ed  i n t o  o u r  h o m e  an d  f o u n d  i t  i n  o r d e r .   M y w i f e  h ad  s e t  

i t  u p  l i k e  w e  h ad  b een  t h e r e  a  w h i l e .   T h e r e  w e r e  p i c t u r e s  o n  t h e  w a l l .   

N o t  o n l y t h a t ,  m y w i f e  h ad  p r ep a r ed  a  h o t  m ea l  f o r  u s  o n  t h e  s t o v e .   T h e  

f o o d  w as  d e l i c i o u s !  

 La t e r ,  I  t o o k  R ay b ack  i n t o  t o w n .   A s  w e  w en t ,  w e  t h an k ed  G o d  f o r  

a  s u cce s s f u l  d ay.   W e  b o t h  t h an k ed  H i m  f o r  t h e  an s w er  t o  f a i t h .  

 T h e r e  a r e  m an y t i m es  w h en  w e  a r e  t o t a l l y  u n aw ar e  t h a t  t h i n gs  s u ch  

a s  co m m an d i n g  t h e  w ea t h e r  a r e  p o s s i b l e .   I  a s s u r e  yo u ,  f a i t h - f i r ed  p r aye r  

t u r n s  i m p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n t o  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  
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 “ Is  t h i s  f o r  m e? ”   Y o u  a s k .   C e r t a i n l y!   H ey,  i t  d o e s  n o t  m a t t e r  h o w  

h i gh  t h e  k i t e  f l i e s  j u s t  s o  l o n g  a s  i t  i s  t i ed  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .   Y o u r  t h o u gh t s  

an d  i m ag i n a t i o n s ,  yo u r  f a i t h ,  c an  f l y  h i gh  an d  h i gh e r  j u s t  a s  l o n g  a s  yo u  

a r e  t i ed  t o  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  an d  r o o t ed  i n  l o v e .   S i n ce  J e s u s  s a i d  i n  Lu k e  

1 : 3 7 ,  “Fo r  w i t h  G o d  n o t h i n g  s h a l l  b e  i m p o s s i b l e , ”  t h en  n o t h i n g  i s  

i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t h em  t h a t  b e l i ev e .  

 R a i n  i s  b u t  o n e  ex am p l e  o f  an  ap p l i c a t i o n  o f  G o d ’ s  W o r d .   Lo o k  

a r o u n d  yo u ;  yo u  w i l l  s ee  t h e r e  a r e  m an y m o r e  ex am p l e s .    
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1 5  

R E C O N V E Y A N C E  

 

 In  C o l o s s i an s  2 : 1 3 - 1 4  w e  r ead  w h e r e  P au l  w as  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  ch u r ch  

a s  C o l o s s i .   P au l  w r o t e ,  “A n d  yo u  b e i n g  i n  yo u r  s i n s  an d  t h e  

u n c i r cu m c i s i o n  o f  yo u r  f l e s h ,  h a t h  h e  q u i ck en ed  t o ge t h e r  w i t h  h i m ,  

h av i n g  f o r g i v en  yo u  a l l  t r e s p a s s e s ;  b l o t t i n g  o u t  t h e  h an d w r i t i n g  o f  

o r d i n an ces  t h a t  w as  aga i n s t  u s ,  w h i ch  w as  co n t r a r y t o  u s ,  an d  t o o k  i t  o u t  

o f  t h e  w ay,  n a i l i n g  i t  t o  h i s  c r o s s . ”   T h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p a r t i cu l a r  

s c r i p t u r e  i s  o f  s i gn i f i c an ce  t o  m e  an d  r e l a t e s  d i r ec t l y  t o  t h i s  s t o r y.   

“Bl o t t i n g  o u t  t h e  h an d w r i t i n g  o f  o r d i n an ces  t h a t  w as  aga i n s t  u s .  .  .  . ”   M y 

f am i l y an d  I  w e r e  ab l e  t o  s ee ,  i n  1 9 8 3 ,  a  t em p o r a l  ap p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

p h r a s e .  

 W e  h ad  p u r ch as ed  a  h o m e  i n  A l o h a ,  O r ego n ,  l o ca t ed  ap p r o x i m a t e l y 

t w en t y m i l e s  s o u t h w es t  o f  P o r t l an d ,  O r ego n .  D u r i n g  o u r  s t ay w e  t o o k  o u t  

a  s eco n d  m o r t gage  w i t h  a  l o ca l  n a t i o n a l  t i t l e  co m p an y.   W e  co n t i n u ed  t o  

m ak e  p aym en t s  e ach  m o n t h  t o  s a t i s f y t h e  d eb t .   E v e r yt h i n g  w as  f i n e  f o r  a  
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co u p l e  o f  yea r s .   T h e  m o r t gage  p aym en t s  w e r e  g r ad u a l l y r ed u c i n g  t h e  

d eb t .  

 M y j o b  t o o k  a  d o w n - t u r n .   I  r e - en l i s t ed  i n  t h e  U . S .  A i r  Fo r ce .   

T h e r e  w as ;  h o w ev e r ,  t h e  q u es t i o n  o f  t h e  h o m e  an d  t h e  a s s o c i a t ed  

i n d eb t ed n es s  b o t h  g r ea t  an d  s m a l l .   W e  h ad  t r i ed  t o  s e l l  t h e  h o m e  o n  o u r  

o w n ,  b u t  t o  n o  av a i l .   W e  m o v ed  t o  A r i z o n a  an d  l e f t  t h e  s e l l i n g  o f  t h e  

h o m e  t o  “T h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l s . ”  

 T h e  m i l i t a r y i s  d e f i n i t e l y n o t  t h e  p l ace  t o  ge t  r i ch  f i n an c i a l l y;  

m o n ey w as  go n e .   T h e r e  w as  n o t  an y m o n ey t o  p ay t h e  f i r s t  m o r t gage  i n  

O r ego n ,  l e t  a l o n e  t h e  s eco n d .   A l l  w e  co u l d  d o  w as  w a i t  an d  co n t i n u e  t o  

b e l i ev e  t h a t  G o d  w o u l d  l o ca t e  a  b u ye r  an d  m o v e  t h em  i n  o u r  d i r ec t i o n .   

T h e  p r o b l em  w as  co m p o u n d ed  d u e  t o  a  g l u t  o f  n ew  an d  u s ed  h o m es  o n  t h e  

m ar k e t .   C o n t r ac t o r s ,  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  m ak e  a  d o l l a r ,  w e r e  s e l l i n g  n ew  

h o m es  f o r  t h e  p r i c e  o f  u s ed  o n es .   Bu ye r s  w e r e  a s k i n g  t h em s e l v e s  w h y 

t h ey s h o u l d  b u y a  t en - yea r  o l d  h o m e  w h en  t h ey co u l d  ge t  a  n ew  o n e  f o r  

t h e  s am e  p r i c e .   O u r  h o m e  r em a i n ed  v acan t  an d  u n s o l d  f o r  e i gh t  m o n t h s .  

 W e  o w ed  t h e  f i r s t  m o r t gage  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  O r ego n .   T h ey h ad  b een  

ap p r i s ed  o f  o u r  d i f f i cu l t y  an d  h e l d  t h e i r  p eace .   T h e  s eco n d  m o r t gage  

co m p an y w as  a  b i t  d i f f e r en t ;  w e  t a l k ed  an d  n ego t i a t ed .   I  d i d  n o t  h av e  t h e  

m o n ey t o  s a t i s f y t h e  d eb t  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  h o m e .  W e  w o u l d  a l s o  l o s e  

t h e  t en - t h o u s an d  d o l l a r  c a s h  d o w n  p aym en t .   T h e  h o m e  w as  ad v e r t i s ed  f o r  

b e l o w - m ar k e t  v a l u e  j u s t  t o  i n t e r e s t  a  p o t en t i a l  b u ye r .   A l l - i n - a l l ,  I  w as  

n ea r  e i t h e r  t o  b an k r u p t cy  o r  f o r ec l o s u r e .   W e  co n t i n u ed  t o  l e av e  i t  a l l  i n  

G o d ’ s  h an d s .  

 A  p o t en t i a l  b u ye r  w as  l o ca t ed  a t  l a s t .   Fo r  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  h o m e  t o  

go  t h r o u gh ,  t h e  s eco n d  m o r t gage  co m p an y w o u l d  h av e  t o  s i gn  p ap e r s  

s i gn i f yi n g  t h e i r  ap p r o v a l  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  h o m e .   T h e  p r o ceed s  f r o m  t h e  

s a l e  o f  t h e  h o m e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  s u f f i c i en t  t o  p ay o f f  t h e  s eco n d  m o r t gage .  

C o n s i d e r i n g  o u r  c i r cu m s t an ces ,  I  w as  a l t o ge t h e r  u n ab l e  t o  co n t i n u e  t o  

p ay t h e  m o n t h l y p aym en t s  o n  t h e  s eco n d  m o r t gage  a t  t h e  r a t e  I  w as  b e i n g  
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ch a r ged .   A l t h o u gh  t h e  m o r t gage  co m p an y w as  l e s s  t h an  en t h u s i a s t i c ,  

t h ey s i gn ed  t h e  p ap e r  r e l e a s i n g  c l a i m  t o  t h e  h o m e  a s  w e  co n t i n u ed  t o  

n ego t i a t e  t h e  s a l e .  

 T h e  m o r t gage  co m p an y o f f e r ed  t o  r em o v e  a l l  i n t e r e s t  f r o m  t h e  n o t e ,  

l e av i n g  u s  t o  p ay a l m o s t  f i f t e en  h u n d r ed  d o l l a r s .   I  s t i l l  co u l d  n o t  p ay t h e  

m o n t h l y p aym en t s  b ecau s e  t h ey w e r e  v e r y h i gh .   C u r r en t  l i v i n g  ex p en s e s ,  

t h o u gh  cu t  t o  t h e  b o n e ,  w o u l d  n o t  a l l o w  an y m o r e  p aym en t s .   T h e  

m o r t gage  co m p an y m an age r  a s k ed  u s  h o w  m u ch  w e  co u l d  a f f o r d  t o  p ay.   

W e  t o l d  h i m ,  an d  h e  s a i d  t h e  am o u n t  w e  o f f e r ed  t o  p ay w as  s a t i s f ac t o r y.   

W i t h i n  a  f ew  d ays  w e  w o u l d  r ece i v e  a  co u p o n  b o o k  t o  u s e  w h i l e  m ak i n g  

o u r  r egu l a r  m o n t h l y p aym en t s .   T h e  co u p o n  b o o k  n ev e r  a r r i v ed .  

 A p p r o x i m a t e l y a  yea r  l a t e r  w e  r ece i v ed  a  Le t t e r  o f  R eco n v eyan ce .   

A s  f a r  a s  t h e  t i t l e  co m p an y w as  co n ce r n ed ,  t h e  d eb t  w as  p a i d  i n  f u l l .   T h e  

l e t t e r  s a i d  w e  w e r e  f r e e  o f  a l l  l ega l  h a s s l e s .   W e  w e r e  ec s t a t i c !   T h e  

h an d w r i t i n g  o f  o r d i n an ces ;  t h a t  i s ,  o u r  s i gn a t u r e s  h ad  i n d en t u r ed  u s  t o  

p ay t h e  n o t e .   T h e  n o t e  h ad  g i v en  t h e  t i t l e  co m p an y t h e  au t h o r i t y  t o  

ex t r ac t  ev e r y l a s t  p en n y s h o u l d  w e  d e f au l t ,  b u t  n o w  o u r  s i gn a t u r e  w as  

b l o t t ed  o u t !  

 “P A ID  IN  FU LL, ”  s a i d  t h e  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  t i t l e  co m p an y.   G o d  h ad  

w o r k ed  t h e  p r o b l em .   H e  a l o n e ,  t o o k  o u r  p a r t  w h en  w e  ca l l ed  o n  H i m .   

E t ch ed  o n  t h e  h ea r t s  o f  m y w i f e  an d  m e  w as  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  ev en  w h i l e  w e  

a r e  ye t  s p eak i n g ,  H e  w i l l  an s w er .   N o t h i n g  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t h em  t h a t  

b e l i ev e .   P au l ,  i n  E p h es i an s  3 : 2 0  s ays ,  “N o w  u n t o  h i m  t h a t  i s  ab l e  t o  d o  

ex ceed i n g  ab u n d an t l y ab o v e  a l l  t h a t  w e  a s k  o r  t h i n k ,  a cco r d i n g  t o  t h e  

p o w er  t h a t  w o r k e t h  i n  u s .  .  .  . ”   T h i s  w as  d e f i n i t e l y ab o v e  a l l  t h a t  w e  

co u l d  a s k  o r  t h i n k .   W e  h ad  a s k ed  G o d  t o  h e l p  u s .   W e  d i d  n o t  a s k  H i m  t o  

r em o v e  t h e  d eb t ;  j u s t  w o r k  i t  o u t  s o  w e  co u l d  a f f o r d  t o  p ay.   W e  t o l d  t h e  

m o u n t a i n  o f  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  b e  p l u ck ed  u p  an d  ca s t  i n t o  t h e  s ea ,  an d  

t h en  w e  w a i t ed .   W e  h ad  d o n e  a l l  w e  k n ew  t o  d o .   W e  s t o o d  w ea r i n g  t h e  

Lo r d ’ s  a r m o r .   W e  p r a i s ed  G o d  f o r  d e l i v e r an ce  ev en  b e f o r e  w e  s aw  i t  
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w i t h  o u r  p h ys i ca l  eye s .   G o d  h ad  go n e  f a r t h e r  t h an  w e  a s k ed  o r  t h o u gh t ,  

p r a i s e  H i s  N am e .   N o t h i n g  i s  t o o  t o u gh  f o r  H i m .   W e  a r e ,  m y f am i l y an d  

I ,  n o t  b e t t e r  t h an  an yo n e  e l s e .   Fa t h e r  G o d  j u s t  an s w er ed  s i m p l e  f a i t h .  
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1 6  

S N O W  

 

 I  c an  n o t  t h i n k  o f  an yt h i n g  m o r e  p l ea s u r ab l e  t h an  t o  h av e  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y t o  t a l k  t o  f o l k s  ab o u t  t h e  Lo r d .   T h e  au d i en ce  can  b e  a  g r o u p  

o f  an y s i z e .   I  l o v e  t o  t a l k  ab o u t  G o d ’ s  W o r d ,  h o w  H e  d o es  t h i n gs ,  an d  

h o w  H i s  W o r d s  ap p l y t o  u s  ev e r y d ay.     H e  i s  t h e  O n e  w h o  o v e r s h ad o w s  

u s  w i t h  H i s  m a j e s t y an d  v i ew s  u s  a s  b e i n g  s p o t l e s s  t h r o u gh  t h e  b l o o d  o f  

H i s  S o n ,  J e s u s .  

 I  r e ce i v ed  a  c a l l  o n e  ev en i n g  f r o m  a  f e l l o w  b e l i ev e r  i n  a  t o w n  s o m e  

t w o - h u n d r ed  m i l e s  d i s t an t .   A l t h o u gh  h e  s a i d  w e  h ad  m e t  s o m e t i m e  

b e f o r e  t h i s ,  I  d i d  n o t  r em em b er  t h e  m ee t i n g .   H e  w as  i n q u i r i n g  t o  s ee  i f  I  

w o u l d  co n s en t  t o  s p en d  t h e  w eek en d  a t  a  s n o w  r e t r ea t  f o r  t h e  yo u t h  i n  

t h e i r  ch u r ch .   T h e  r e t r e a t  w as  t o  b e  h e l d  a t  D i am o n d  Lak e ,  O r ego n .   

D i am o n d  Lak e  i s  n ea r  C r a t e r  Lak e .   Bo t h  l ak e s  a r e  l o ca t ed  i n  a  

p i c t u r e s q u e  s ec t i o n  o f  n ea r - w i l d e r n e s s  s i t u a t ed  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n o u s  

r eg i o n s  o f  O r ego n .   A p p r o x i m a t e l y t w en t y o r  s o  t e en age r s  w o u l d  b e  t h e r e  

a l o n g  w i t h  ch ap e r o n s .   T h e  g r o u p  a t t en d ed  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  T h e  N az a r en e  i n  
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t h e  s m a l l  t o w n  o f  C o q u i l l e ,  O r ego n .   T h e  t o w n  i s  n ea r  t h e  P ac i f i c  O cean  

o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  co as t .   W h a t  a  p r i v i l ege  w e  h ad  s h a r i n g  J e s u s  w i t h  t h a t  

l i t t l e  g r o u p  o n  f o u r  s ep a r a t e  o cca s i o n s .  

 T h e  gen e r a l  agen d a  o f  t h e  w eek en d  i n c l u d ed  t i m e  a r o u n d  t h e  W o r d  

o f  G o d ,  f o o d ,  f u n ,  an d  l o t s  o f  s n o w .   W e  w o u l d  a l l  m ee t  F r i d ay ev en i n g ,  

e a t  d i n n e r ,  p l ay i n  t h e  s n o w  an d  h av e  d ev o t i o n s .   I  w o u l d  p l ay t h e  gu i t a r ,  

an d  t o ge t h e r  w e  w o u l d  a l l  s i n g  s o n gs  an d  s t u d y t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .   A f t e r  

d ev o t i o n s ,  w e  w o u l d  go  p l ay i n  t h e  s n o w ,  co m e  b ack  i n  f o r  a  l a t e  n i gh t  

s n ack ,  go  p l ay s o m e  m o r e ,  an d  t h en  go  t o  b ed .   O n  S a t u r d ay,  w e  w o u l d  

ea t  b r eak f a s t ,  an d  go  o u t s i d e  t o  p l ay.   A f t e r w a r d ,  w e  w o u l d  go  b ack  

i n s i d e  f o r  d ev o t i o n s  an d  s o n gs .   D ev o t i o n s  f i n i s h ed ,  t h e  k i d s  w o u l d  b e  

r e l e a s ed  t o  go  p l ay i n  t h e  s n o w  aga i n  u n t i l  l u n ch .   T h e r e  w as  m o r e  p l ay 

i n  t h e  s n o w ,  m o r e  f o o d ,  m o r e  s n o w  f u n ,  d e v o t i o n s ,  p l ayi n g ,  a  l a t e  s n ack  

an d  t h en  t o  b ed .   O n  S u n d ay,  w e  w o u l d  ge t  u p ,  e a t ,  p l ay,  h av e  d ev o t i o n s ,  

p l ay,  e a t  l u n ch ,  p ack  u p  an d  go  t o  o u r  s ep a r a t e  h o m es .   W h ew !   D o es  a l l  

o f  t h i s  s o u n d  l i k e  a  t o u gh  s ch ed u l e?   N o t  h a r d l y.    

 T h e  t i m e  w e  s p en t  w as  v e r y r ew ar d i n g ,  an d  i t  w as  f u n .   E ach  t i m e  

w e  ga t h e r ed  a r o u n d  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d ,  t i m e  s eem ed  t o  f l y .   A  q u i ck  l o o k  

a t  o u r  w a t ch es  r ev ea l ed  w e  h ad  s a t  t h e r e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t w o - p l u s  h o u r s  e ach  

t i m e .  K eep i n g  t e en age r s  i n t e r e s t ed  w as  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  w o r k  o f  t h e  H o l y 

S p i r i t .   A t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  r e t r e a t ,  t h e  yo u t h  w o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  C o q u i l l e  an d  

a r r i v e  a t  t h e i r  ch u r ch  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  ev en i n g  s e r v i ce s .    T h e r e  t h ey w o u l d  

w i t n e s s  t h e  p o w er  o f  G o d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  r e t r e a t .  

 A  co n s e r v a t i v e  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  n u m b er  o f  k i d s  w h o  r ece i v ed  t h e  

s av i n g  g r ace  o f  t h e  Lo r d  J e s u s  w as  c l o s e  t o  f i f t y .   T h es e  e i t h e r  

ex p e r i en ced  H i s  l o v e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  o r  r ed ed i ca t ed  t h e i r  l i v e s .   W e  

r ea l l y  d i d  a  l o t  m o r e  t h an  j u s t  go  o u t  an d  p l ay.   T h e  d ays  w e r e  cen t e r ed  

o n  t h e  W o r d ,  i t s  p r o p e r t i e s ,  v a l u e s  an d  ap p l i c a t i o n s  t o  ev e r yd ay l i v i n g .   

T h e r e  w as  an  i n t en s e  s e r i o u s n es s  t h e r e ;  t h u s ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  r e t r e a t .  
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 T h e  yo u t h  w e r e  t h e  r ea s o n  f o r  t h e  r e t r e a t s ,  t h e  t o p i c  o f  

co n s i d e r a t i o n ,  an d  t h e  o b j ec t  o f  co n ce r n  f o r  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  w e l f a r e .   T h e  

ad u l t s  co v e t ed  a  s o u n d  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  f o r  t h e  yo u t h .   T h e  

W o r d  w o u l d  en ab l e  a l l  o f  t h em  t o  l i v e  p r o d u c t i v e  l i v e s ,  i f  t h ey gav e  f i r s t  

co n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  Lo r d  an d  H i s  l e ad i n g  i n  ev e r y a s p ec t .   T h ey w o u l d  

l e a r n  H e  i s  m o r e  t h an  j u s t  a  s ecu r i t y  b l an k e t  t h ey co u l d  r u n  t o  d u r i n g  

d i f f i cu l t  t i m es .   H e  i s  t h e  O n e  w h o  w an t s  t o  b e  an  ac t i v e  p a r t i c i p an t  i n  

t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t o  gu i d e  an d  d i r ec t  t h em  each  d ay w i t h  n o t ab l e ,  s u cce s s f u l  

r e s u l t s .   S i n ce  t h e  S a t u r d ay ev en i n g  s e r v i ce  w as  u s u a l l y t h e  m a i n  ge t -

t o ge t h e r ,  t h e  m en  i n  t h e  g r o u p  w o u l d  go  t o  an o t h e r  c ab i n  t o  p r ay f o r  t h e  

ev en i n g ' s  s e r v i ce .   P r aye r s  o f  i n t e r ce s s i o n  w e r e  o n - go i n g  b y t h o s e  a t  

h o m e ;  w e  a t  t h e  r e t r e a t  p r ayed  t h r o u gh o u t  t h e  d ay.   W e  w an t ed  G o d  t o  

d em o n s t r a t e  H i s  p o w er  t h en  an d  t h e r e  t o  t h e s e  k i d s  w h o  cam e  f r o m  a l l  

w a l k s  o f  l i f e .   G o d  m an i f e s t ed  h i m s e l f  i n  an  aw es o m e  w ay o n e  F r i d ay 

n i gh t .  

 B r i an ,  o n e  o f  t h e  gu ys  i n  t h e  g r o u p ,  a  h i gh - s ch o o l e r ,  co m p l a i n ed  

t h e r e  w as  n o t  v e r y m u ch  s n o w  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .   In d eed ,  o n  t h a t  p a r t i cu l a r  

r e t r e a t  t h e r e  w as  n o t  m u ch  i f  an y s n o w  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .   P i n e  n eed l e s  

l aye r ed  t h e  b r o w n  d i r t .  S n o w m o b i l e s  d o  n o t  u s u a l l y p e r f o r m  v e r y w e l l  o n  

d r y g r o u n d  an d  p i n e  n eed l e s .   T h e r e  w e r e  c l e a r  s k i e s  an d  ab s o l u t e l y n o  

s n o w  w as  f o r eca s t .   T o  t h e  k i d s ,  n o t  h av i n g  s n o w  a t  a  s n o w  r e t r ea t  w as  

v e r y d i s ap p o i n t i n g .   I  t o l d  Br i an  i f  h e  w an t ed  s n o w ,  t h en  h e  s h o u l d  p r ay 

an d  a s k  G o d  f o r  i t .   A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  W o r d  s ays  i n  M ar k  1 1 : 2 4 ,  “T h e r e f o r e  I  

s ay u n t o  yo u ,  W h a t  t h i n gs  s o ev e r  ye  d e s i r e ,  w h en  ye  p r ay,  b e l i ev e  ye  

r ece i v e  t h em  an d  ye  s h a l l  h av e  t h em . ”  W i t h  a s  m u ch  f a i t h  a s  Br i an  co u l d  

m u s t e r ,  h e  p r ayed  a  s i m p l e  p r aye r  a s k i n g  G o d  t o  s en d  s n o w  s o  t h ey co u l d  

h av e  a  go o d  t i m e .   W h a t  i s  a  s n o w  r e t r ea t  w i t h o u t  s n o w ?   Be f o r e  m o r n i n g  

t h e  s n o w  f e l l .   N o t  m u ch  s n o w ,  b u t  s n o w  h ad  f a l l en .  

 D u r i n g  t h e  S a t u r d ay m o r n i n g  d ev o t i o n s ,  w e  w e r e  a l l  t a l k i n g  ab o u t  

t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  G o d  an d  h o w  H e  h ea r s  an d  an s w er s  p r aye r .   B r i an  s p o k e  
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u p  an d  d ec l a r ed  n o t  v e r y m u ch  s n o w  h ad  f a l l en .   I  ag r eed  an d  s o  d i d  

ev e r yo n e  e l s e .   I  t o l d  t h em  I  h ad  f a i l ed  t o  m en t i o n  s o m e t h i n g  t h e  n i gh t  

b e f o r e .   I  t o l d  t h em  t h a t  G o d  l i k e s  s p ec i f i c  p r aye r s .   R em em b er ,  J e s u s  

n ev e r  d i d  p r ay gen e r a l  p r aye r s .   H e  w as  s p ec i f i c !   H e  w en t  d i r ec t  t o  t h e  

h ea r t  o f  t h e  p r o b l em .   T h e  r e s u l t  w as  t h a t  G o d  an s w er ed .   J e s u s  c a s t  

d ev i l s  o u t  o f  p eo p l e ,  an d  l ep e r s  w e r e  c l e an s ed  o f  t h e i r  d i s ea s e .   A l t h o u gh  

Br i an  h ad  a s k ed  G o d  f o r  s n o w ,  h e  d i d  n o t  s p ec i f y h o w  m u ch .   N o w ,  

ce r t a i n  p e r s o n s  m i gh t  t r y  t o  co n t en d  w i t h  m e  o n  t h a t  l a s t  p o i n t ;  h o w ev e r ,  

r e ad  w h a t  h ap p en ed  n ex t .  

 Br i an  p r ayed ,  “G o d ,  m ak e  i t  s n o w  a  w h o l e  l o t !   G r ea t  b i g  f l ak e s !   

M ak e  i t  s n o w  an d  s n o w .   I  a s k  i t  i n  J e s u s  N am e .   A m en . ”   W e  w a i t ed .  

 A cco r d i n g  t o  t h e  m an  o n  t h e  r ad i o ,  s n o w  w as  n o t  p r ed i c t ed .   B l u e  

s k i e s  p r ev a i l ed ,  b u t  f o r  h o w  l o n g?   By ea r l y a f t e r n o o n ,  t h i ck  c l o u d s  

co v e r ed  t h e  s k y.   D u r i n g  o u r  ev en i n g  d ev o t i o n s  a  l o t  o f  s n o w  b egan  t o  

f a l l .   La r ge  f l ak e s  d r i f t ed  d o w n  l i k e  s o  m an y co t t o n  b a l l s .   T h e  k i d s  w e r e  

ec s t a t i c .   G o d  h ad  an s w er ed  p r aye r  aga i n .   G o d  b l e s s ed  Br i an ’ s  f a i t h -

f i l l ed  p r aye r  b y s en d i n g  s n o w .   E v e r yo n e  e l s e  w as  b l e s s ed  t o o .   A f t e r  

d ev o t i o n s  a l l  o f  u s  w en t  o u t  an d  p l ayed .   By t h e  t i m e  m o r n i n g’ s  l i gh t  h ad  

d aw n ed ,  t h e  ca r s ,  b u i l d i n gs  an d  s o m e  t r e e s  w e r e  b u r i ed  i n  t h e  s n o w .   W e  

h ad  t o  d i g  o u r  c a r s  o u t  an d  p u t  ch a i n s  o n  o u r  t i r e s .  A l l  o f  u s  w e r e  

d e l i gh t ed  t o  s ee  t h e  an s w er  t o  Br i an ’ s  p r aye r .  

 T h e  t h i n gs  o f  G o d ;  H i s  s i m p l e  t r u t h s  d e f y t h e  i n t e l l e c t  o f  m an .   

P r aye r s  o f  f a i t h  m u s t  b e  an s w er ed ;  i f  n o t ,  t h en  w h y p r ay?   A n s w er ed  

p r aye r  i s  an  an s w er  t o  f a i t h .   I f  f a i t h  i s  n o t  an s w er ed ,  t h en  w h y h av e  i t ?   

A l s o ,  i f  w e  can  n o t  h av e  a  l i v i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  an d  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  Fa t h e r  

G o d ,  w h y b o t h e r ?   T h e  t r u t h  i s ;  H e  d o es  an s w er  p r aye r .   H e  d o es  r e s p o n d  

t o  f a i t h .   H e  d o es  w an t  a  l i v i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  an d  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  H i s  

c r ea t i o n .   R em em b er ,  G o d  an s w er s  p r aye r s  b ecau s e  o f  H i s  r i gh t eo u s n es s ,  

n o t  o u r s .   W h e r e  i s  t h e  d i s p u t e r  o f  t h i s  w i t n e s s ?   W h o  s ays  t h i n gs  a r e  

i m p o s s i b l e?   N o t  G o d .  
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S P O O K S  

 

 Fo r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  m y l i f e  I  t h o u gh t  G o d  w as  “ s u ga r ’ n  s p i ce  an d  a l l  

t h a t ’ s  n i ce . ”   T h a t  H e  w as  a  w a r m  s ecu r i t y  b l an k e t .   A l l  I  ev e r  h ad  t o  u s e  

w as  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s .   J e s u s ’  N am e  w as  t h e  m a j o r  p h r a s e ,  r i gh t ?   T h e  

t r u t h  i s ,  H i s  N am e  o n l y w o r k s  i f  co n d i t i o n s  a r e  r i gh t ,  n am e l y,  i f  w e  a r e  

i n  r i gh t - s t an d i n g  w i t h  G o d .   A n y t h o u gh t s  o f  m y b e i n g  r i gh t  w i t h  G o d  

w e r e  q u i ck l y d i s p e l l ed  t h r o u gh  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ex p e r i en ce .  

 I  a r r i v ed  f r o m  w o r k  o n e  ev en i n g  t o  f i n d  m y w i f e ,  N i ck ee ,  

s t r a i gh t en i n g  u p  o u r  h o m e .   A f t e r  I  h ad  k i s s ed  h e r  h e l l o ,  I  a s k ed  h e r  j u s t  

h o w  h e r  d ay h ad  b een .   S h e  s a i d  s o m e  u n ex p l a i n ab l e  t h i n gs  h ad  h ap p en ed  

d u r i n g  t h e  d ay.   S h e  r e l a t ed  t o  m e  t h a t  o n ce  o r  t w i ce  w h i l e  s h e  w as  

c l ean i n g  s h e  f e l t  a s  t h o u gh  s o m eo n e  w as  w a t ch i n g  h e r ,  w h i ch  m ad e  h e r  

f e e l  c r eep y.   S h e  t h o u gh t  m ayb e  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  a r o u n d  t h e  

h o u s e  d o i n g  o d d  j o b s  f o r  t h e  l an d l o r d ,  h ad  co m e  i n t o  t h e  r o o m  u n n o t i c ed .   

W h en  s h e  t u r n ed  a r o u n d ;  h o w ev e r ,  n o  o n e  w as  t h e r e .   S h r u gg i n g ,  I  t o l d  

h e r  i t  w as  n o  b i g  d ea l .  
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 I  t o o k  N i ck ee  an d  o u r  f i r s t - b o r n ,  J ays o n ,  t o  a  r e s t au r an t  an d  h ad  a  

n i ce ,  q u i e t ,  m ea l .   S h e  s p o k e  o f  t h e  o ccu r r en ces  aga i n ,  an d  w e  ag r eed  h e r  

i m ag i n a t i o n  w as  r u n n i n g  aw ay.    W e  f i n i s h ed  ea t i n g  an d  w en t  h o m e .  

 T h e  h o u s e  w e  l i v ed  i n  h ad  a  f i r ep l ace .   T h e  w o o d  w e  u s ed  t o  f e ed  

t h e  f i r e  w as  i n  t h e  b a s em en t .   Becau s e  t h e  h o u s e  w as  r a t h e r  co o l  I  

d ec i d ed  t o  b u i l d  a  f i r e  f o r  a t m o s p h e r e  a s  w e l l  a s  h ea t .  

 I  h ead ed  f o r  t h e  d o o r  t h a t  s ep a r a t ed  t h e  k i t ch en  f r o m  t h e  s t a i r w e l l  

t h a t  l ed  t o  t h e  b a s em en t .   I  o p en ed  t h e  d o o r  an d  w a l k ed  t h r o u gh ,  c l o s i n g  

i t  b eh i n d  m e .   T h e  l i gh t  s w i t ch  w as  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s t a i r s .   A s  I  

s t a r t ed  d o w n  t h e  s t a i r s  a  s t r e ak  o f  f e a r  s h o t  t h r o u gh  m e .   I  i m m ed i a t e l y 

p u t  an y t h o u gh t s  o f  f e a r  o u t  o f  m y m i n d .   N o w  m y  i m ag i n a t i o n  w as  

r u n n i n g  aw ay w i t h  m e  b ecau s e  o f  t h e  d i s cu s s i o n  I  h ad  h ad  w i t h  m y w i f e .   

I  t r i ed  t o  d i s m i s s  t h e  f e e l i n g ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  go  aw ay.   T h e  f ea r f u l  

f e e l i n g  b ecam e  v e r y i n t en s e .   I  co n t i n u ed  t o  m ak e  m y w ay d o w n  t h e  

s t a i r s .  

 A f t e r  d e s cen d i n g  t h e  s t a i r s  an d  s t an d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  b a s em en t  d o o r ,  I  

r e ach ed  o u t  an d  o p en ed  i t ,  an d  s w i t ch ed  o n  t h e  l i gh t .   I  s en s ed  a  h o r r i b l e  

p r e s en ce !   I  s t o o d  s t o ck  s t i l l .   S o m e t h i n g  t o t a l l y  i n v i s i b l e  w as  i n  t h e r e .   

T h e  f ee l i n g  w as  l i k e  s en s i n g  s o m eo n e  s t an d i n g  n ex t  t o  yo u .   D o  yo u  k n o w  

t h e  f ee l i n g?   T h i s  w as  t h e  s am e ;  h o w ev e r ,  t h i s  p r e s en ce  w as  w i ck ed .  

 I  w as  i n d i gn an t .   W a l k i n g  o v e r  t o  t h e  b a s em en t  l i gh t  an d  l o o k i n g  t o  

w h er e  t h e  t h i n g  s eem ed  t o  b e  I  s t a t ed ,  “ I  co m m an d  yo u  i n  t h e  N am e  o f  

J e s u s  t o  ge t  o u t  o f  h e r e ! ”   N o t h i n g  h ap p en ed .   I  s a i d  i t  aga i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  a  

l i t t l e  m o r e  f o r ce f u l l y ,  “ I  co m m an d  yo u  i n  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s  t o  ge t  o u t  o f  

h e r e ! ”   A ga i n ,  n o t h i n g  h ap p en ed .   I  b en t  o v e r  an d  p i ck ed  u p  an  a r m l o ad  

o f  w o o d .   A s  I  w a l k ed  b ack  t o  t h e  d o o r  I  t u r n ed  an d  g l o w er ed  a s  i f  t o  s ay,  

“ I  m ean  b u s i n e s s ! ”   A f t e r  s w i t ch i n g  t h e  l i gh t  o f f ,  I  w en t  u p s t a i r s .  

 M y w i f e  w as  d r e s s i n g  J ays o n  f o r  b ed .   I  l i t  t h e  f i r e  an d  s a t  d o w n  t o  

u n w r ap  a  s t i ck  o f  gu m .    I  co u l d  h a r d l y acco m p l i s h  t h e  t a s k  o f  ge t t i n g  t h e  

gu m  i n t o  m y m o u t h  b ecau s e  m y h an d s  w e r e  s h ak i n g  s o  b ad l y;  I  w as  
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t e r r i f i ed .   N i ck ee  a s k ed  i f  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h o l d  t h e  b ab y.   “N o ! ”  I  

s n ap p ed .   S t a r t l ed ,  s h e  l o o k ed  u p  a t  m e  w i t h  a  q u i z z i ca l  l o o k  o n  h e r  f a ce ,  

f o r  t h i s  w as  a  v e r y u n u s u a l  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  m e .   “W h a t  i s  w r o n g? ”  S h e  

q u e r i ed  w h en  s h e  s aw  t h e  l o o k  o n  m y f ace .  

 I  r e l a t ed  t o  N i ck ee ,  w h a t  h ad  h ap p en ed .   S h e  w as  s p eech l e s s .   S h e  

a s k ed  w h a t  I  w as  go i n g  t o  d o .   I  t o l d  h e r  I  w o u l d  ca l l  an  ev an ge l i s t  f r i en d  

o f  t h e  f am i l y an d  t a l k  t o  h i m .   T h a t  n i gh t  I  c a l l ed  Br o t h e r  P r i t ch e t t ,  an d  

h e  ag r eed  t o  co m e  t o  o u r  h o m e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ev en i n g .  

 I  h ad  n o t  s een  Br o t h e r  P r i t ch e t t  f o r  s ev e r a l  yea r s .   H e  w as  a s  I  

r em em b er ed  h i m :  w a l k i n g  w i t h  G o d .   A f t e r  w e  s a t  an d  t a l k ed  f o r  a  w h i l e ,  

I  r e l a t ed  t h e  i n c i d en t  t o  h i m .   H e  t o l d  N i ck ee  an d  m e  o f  S a t an  an d  h i s  

d ev i l s  an d  ab o u t  t h e  ch i e f  s p i r i t  o f  f e a r .   H e  s a i d  t h e  B i b l e  s ays  p e r f ec t  

l o v e  ca s t s  o u t  f e a r .  

 “W h y d i d n ’ t  t h e  p r e s en ce  l e av e  w h en  I  u s ed  J e s u s ’  N am e?   I  a s k ed .  

 I  w as  n o t  p r ep a r ed  f o r  t h e  an s w er .  

 “ J ay,  S a t an  can ’ t  c a s t  o u t  S a t an . ”   H e  q u i e t l y  r em ar k ed .  

 “W ai t , ”  I  s a i d ,  “ I  h av e  b een  t au gh t  t h a t  a t  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s  a l l  

k n ees  w i l l  b o w ! ”  

 H e  t o l d  m e  m y h ea r t  w as  n o t  r i gh t  w i t h  G o d .   I  w as  n o t  a  m an  f i l l ed  

w i t h  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .   A  m an  w h o s e  l i f e  w as  co n t r o l l ed  b y G o d  w o u l d  

co m m an d  t h e  d ev i l  t o  l e av e  an d  i t  w o u l d  h av e  t o  go .   I  w as  p ayi n g  l i p -

s e r v i ce .   I  w as  a  w a l k i n g ,  t a l k i n g ,  c a r d - ca r r yi n g  h yp o c r i t e ;  I  w as  

d ece i v i n g  m ys e l f .  

 I  d i d  n o t  n eed  an y ad d i t i o n a l  co ax i n g .   Im m ed i a t e l y I  go t  r i gh t  w i t h  

G o d  an d  b egan  t o  s ea r ch  H i s  W o r d .   I  w as  d o i n g  a l l  I  co u l d  t o  l e a r n  o f  

H i m .   W e  b egan  a t t en d i n g  ch u r ch  an d  b ecam e  i n v o l v ed  t h e r e .   T h e  

b en e f i t s  o f  t h e  b ap t i s m  i n  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  an d  i n t en s e  s t u d y o f  t h e  W o r d  

o f  G o d  s ev e r a l  yea r s  l a t e r  w o u l d  r en d e r  a  v e r y d i f f e r en t  co n c l u s i o n  t h an  

t h a t  t h a t  I  d e s c r i b ed  ea r l i e r .  
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 T h e  h o m e  w e  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  a t  t h e  t i m e  w as  t h e  o n e  I  s p o k e  o f  i n  an  

ea r l i e r  ch ap t e r  w h e r e  w e  h ad  co m m an d ed  t h e  r a i n  t o  s t o p .   M y w i f e  w as  

i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  b i r t h i n g  o u r  t h i r d  s o n  ap p r o x i m a t e l y t w o  w eek s  a f t e r  w e  

h ad  m o v ed  i n t o  t h e  n ew  h o m e .  

 I  v i s i t ed  N i ck ee ,  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .   S h e  o ccu p i ed  a  b ed  i n  a  w a r d  w i t h  

o n e  o t h e r  w o m an  w h o  h ad  h ad  h e r  b ab y.   Bo t h  s h e  an d  h e r  h u s b an d  w e r e  

C h r i s t i an s .   W e  a l l  h ad  a  w o n d e r f u l  t i m e  t a l k i n g  ab o u t  G o d .   W e  b ecam e  

i n v o l v ed  i n  t h e  s u b j ec t  o f  co m m u n i o n ,  an d  s i n ce  I  h ad  a  co m m u n i o n  

s e r v i ce  k i t  f o r  f o u r ,  w e  d ec i d ed  w e  w o u l d  a l l  p a r t ak e  o f  co m m u n i o n  t h e  

n ex t  ev en i n g .  

 T h e  n ex t  d ay w e  a l l  m e t  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  r o o m ,  t a l k ed  m o r e  ab o u t  

G o d  an d  p a r t o o k  o f  co m m u n i o n .   W h a t  an  ex p e r i en ce !   A f t e r  w e  p a r t ed  

co m p an y,  w e  h u s b an d s  d r o v e  t o  o u r  r e s p ec t i v e  h o m es  s o m e  f o r t y m i l e s  

d i s t an t  f r o m  each  o t h e r .  

 I  d r o v e  u p  t h e  d r i v ew ay t o  o u r  h o m e .   I  s t o p p ed  t h e  ca r ,  s w i t ch ed  

o f f  t h e  en g i n e ,  an d  s t ep p ed  o n t o  t h e  d r i v ew ay.   T h e  n i gh t  w as  c l ea r ,  n o t  a  

c l o u d  i n  t h e  s k y.   E x cep t  f o r  t h e  o cca s i o n a l  s o u n d  o f  a  p a s s i n g  ca r  t h e  

n e i gh b o r h o o d  w as  q u i e t .   I  m ad e  m y w ay t o  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r .   A s  I  

ap p r o ach ed  t h e  h o u s e ,  I  f e l t  a  p r i ck l y f ee l i n g  o n  t h e  b ack  o f  m y n eck .   I  

u n l o ck ed  t h e  d o o r  an d  w en t  i n s i d e .  

 S t ep p i n g  i n t o  t h e  en t r y w ay I  i m m ed i a t e l y s en s ed  s o m eo n e  w as  i n  

m y h o u s e .   Fea r ,  a  f e e l i n g  I  h ad  n o t  h ad  f o r  s ev e r a l  yea r s  s w ep t  o v e r  m e !   

T h i s  t i m e  t h i n gs  w e r e  d i f f e r en t  b ecau s e  I  h ad  b een  b ap t i z ed  i n  t h e  H o l y 

S p i r i t .   H e  w as  n o w  m y t each e r ,  m y gu i d e ,  m y co n f i d an t .   I  h ad  b een  

f eed i n g  o n  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  d a i l y .   I  h ad  b een  p r ayi n g  an d  f a s t i n g .   

C o m m u n i ca t i o n  h ad  b een  e s t ab l i s h ed  w i t h  Fa t h e r .   In s t an t l y ,  an ge r  r o s e  

u p  i n  m e  t h a t  an  i n t r u d e r  w o u l d  co m e  i n t o  m y h o m e  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  s p i r i t  o r  

f l e s h .   In t r u d e r s  w e r e  n o t  a l l o w ed  i n  m y h o m e!  

 I  b egan  m o v i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e ,  t u r n i n g  o n  l i gh t s  a s  I  w en t .   I  

m o v ed  f r o m  r o o m  t o  r o o m  s p eak i n g  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .   I  u s ed  t h e  
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s c r i p t u r e  i n  M a t t h ew  1 0 : 1 ,  w h i ch  s ays ,  “ .  .  . [ H ] e  gav e  t h em  p o w er  

a g a i n s t  u n c l ean  s p i r i t s ,  t o  c a s t  t h em  o u t ,  t o  h ea l  a l l  m an n e r  o f  s i ck n es s  

an d  a l l  m an n e r  o f  d i s ea s e . ”   I  w as  a r m ed  w i t h  t h e  au t h o r i t y  b y f a i t h  t o  

u s e  J e s u s ’  N am e ,  a s  s p o k en  b y J e s u s  i n  M ar k  1 6  w h e r e  H e  s a i d ,  “T h es e  

s i gn s  s h a l l  f o l l o w  t h em  t h a t  b e l i ev e ,  i n  m y n am e  t h ey s h a l l  c a s t  o u t  

d ev i l s .  .  .  . ”   S i n ce  I  w as  a  b e l i ev e r ,  I  co u l d  ca s t  d ev i l s  o u t  i n  J e s u s ’  

N am e .   T h e  w h o l e  t h o u gh t  p r o ce s s  t o o k  o n l y m o m en t s  t o  co m p l e t e .   I  

t o o k  ch a r ge  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

 “Y o u  u n h o l y b e i n g ,  i n  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o f  N az a r e t h ,  w h o s e  

I  am  an d  w h o m  I  s e r v e ,  I  co m m an d  yo u  t o  l e av e  m y h o m e!   H o w  d a r e  yo u  

co m e  i n t o  t h e  h o m e  o f  t h i s  C h r i s t i a n !   S a t an ,  yo u  h av e  a  m ad  s i x - f o o t -

f o u r ,  r ed - h ead ed  C h r i s t i an  o n  yo u r  h an d s !   Leav e  i n  t h e  m i gh t y N am e  o f  

J e s u s . ”   I  o p en ed  ev e r y b ed r o o m  an d  cu p b o a r d  d o o r .   I  w en t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  

ga r age  an d  cam e  b ack  i n s i d e .   I  w as  n o t  q u i e t  ab o u t  t h e  w h o l e  a f f a i r .  

 H o w  d i d  I  f e e l ?   B r o t h e r  o r  s i s t e r ,  w h en  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  i s  

ex p r e s s ed  t h r o u gh  t h o s e  w h o  b e l i ev e ,  i t  i s  aw es o m e!  M y b o d y f e l t  

e l e c t r i c .   I  b e l i ev e  t h e  b e s t  w ay t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  f ee l i n g  i s  w i t h  an  

ex am p l e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :   I f  o n e  co u l d  s ee  i n t o  t h e  s p i r i t  r e a l m ,  t h ey 

w o u l d  s ee  a  f i gu r e  co n s u m ed  b y f i r e  w i t h  e l e c t r i c a l  ch a r ge s  em an a t i n g  

f r o m  i t .   Fo r  m e  t h i s  m an i f e s t a t i o n  o n l y o ccu r s  i f  I  am  i n  t h e  p r e s en ce  o f  

a  d em o n ,  an d  t h en  o n l y a s  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  w i l l s ,  n o t  a s  I  d e s i r e .   I  d o  n o t  

i n v o k e  an yt h i n g .   I  am  q u i t e  s u r e  t h e r e  a r e  m an y t i m es  w h en  d em o n s  a r e  

p r e s en t ,  b u t  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  o f  G o d  i s  q u i e t ;  s o  am  I .  

 I  w as  n o t  d o n e  w i t h  t h i s  w h o l e  t h i n g .   I  s a i d ,  “ I  f u r t h e r  co m m an d  

yo u  i n  J e s u s  N am e  t o  ge t  b eyo n d  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  m y p r o p e r t y,  an d  yo u  

k n o w  exa c t l y  w h e r e  t h ey a r e !   N o w  G o ! ”   T h e  p r e s en ce  i n s t an t l y  l e f t .  

 R em em b er  m e  t e l l i n g  yo u  h o w  q u i e t  t h e  n e i gh b o r h o o d  w as ?   I  

f o r go t  t o  m en t i o n  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  v e r y l a r ge  d o gs  i n  t h e  n e i gh b o r i n g  

ya r d s .   N o  d o gs  w e r e  b a r k i n g  t h a t  n i gh t  u n t i l  I  p r o n o u n ced  t h o s e  w o r d s .   

S u d d en l y,  t h e  d o gs  b egan  b a r k i n g ,  s e t t i n g  u p  a  r e a l  c l am o r .   
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C o i n c i d en ce?   I  t h i n k  n o t  m y f r i en d ,  t h i s  w as  s u p e r n a t u r a l .   I  w en t  t o  b ed  

p r a i s i n g  G o d  an d  s l ep t  p r o f o u n d l y.  

 T h e  n ex t  d ay I  w en t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  w h i s k  m y w i f e  an d  n ew  s o n  

aw ay t o  o u r  h o m e .   W h en  I  a r r i v ed  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  I  l e a r n ed  t h e  o t h e r  

gu y’ s  w i f e  w as  a l s o  b e i n g  r e l ea s ed .   O f  co u r s e ,  w e  h u s b an d s  h e l d  t h e  

b ab i e s  w h i l e  o u r  w i v es  r e ad i ed  t h em s e l v e s  f o r  t h e  t r i p  h o m e .   I  r e l a t ed  t o  

ev e r yo n e  t h e  p r ev i o u s  n i gh t ’ s  h ap p en i n gs .   T h e  o t h e r  h u s b an d  l o o k ed  a t  

m e an d  ex c l a i m ed  t h e  s am e  t h i n g  h ad  h ap p en ed  t o  h i m .   In t e r e s t i n g l y,  h e  

h ad  d o n e  t h e  s am e  t h i n gs  a s  I  h ad !   W e  a l l  p r a i s ed  G o d .   W e  d i d  n o t  

p r a i s e  H i m  b ecau s e  w e  h ad  au t h o r i t y  o v e r  u n c l ean  s p i r i t s ,  b u t  b ecau s e  

o u r  n am es  a r e  w r i t t en  i n  t h e  Lam b ’ s  Bo o k  o f  Li f e !  

 I  ad m o n i s h  yo u .   D o  n o t  r u n  a r o u n d  an d  l o o k  f o r  d em o n s  o r  t h e  

p r e s en ce  o f  t h em  w i t h  t h e  i d ea  yo u  a r e  go i n g  t o  “w h i p - u p ”  o n  t h em .   N o ,  

r a t h e r ,  b e  f i l l ed  w i t h  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  o f  G o d  i n  a l l  w i s d o m  an d  

k n o w l ed ge .   Be  r ead y i n  an  i n s t an t  t o  t ak e  ch a r ge  i f  an d  w h en  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  p r e s en t s  i t s e l f .   W h en  yo u  ex p e r i en ce  f i r s t - h an d  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  

t h e  H o l y S p i r i t ,  r e j o i ce  b ecau s e  yo u r  n am e  i s  w r i t t en  i n  t h e  Lam b ’ s  Bo o k  

o f  Li f e .  

 T h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s  w as  u s ed  ea r l i e r  t o  r i d  t h e  h o u s e  o f  a  d em o n  an d  

i t  d i d  n o t  w o r k ;  h o w ev e r ,  w h en  I  u s ed  J e s u s ’  N am e  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  w as  a  

d i f f e r en t  o u t co m e .   T h e  s i t u a t i o n  d i d  n o t  ch an ge  b ecau s e  t h e  N am e  o f  

J e s u s  m ean t  an y m o r e  t o  J e s u s  o r  t h e  d ev i l .   N o ,  i t  w as  t h e  d i f f e r en ce  

b e t w een  a  m an  w h o  en d eav o r s  t o  w a l k  w i t h  G o d  v e r s u s  o n e  w h o  d i d  n o t .  

 T o  w a l k  w i t h  G o d  m ean s  t o  s e l l  o n es e l f  o u t  t o  H i m .   T h i s  m ean s  

g i v i n g  u p  o n es e l f  t o  t h e  O n e  w h o  i s  m i gh t i e r .   A ck n o w l ed ge  t h a t  t h e  O n e  

yo u  s e r v e ,  t h e  O n e  w h o  l i v e s  i n  yo u ,  i s  g r ea t e r  t h an  t h e  o n e  i n  t h e  ea r t h .   

Y o u  w i l l  s p eak  an d  t h e  d ev i l  m u s t  m o v e .  

 T h e  d ev i l  d o es  n o t  h av e  a  ch an ce  aga i n s t  a  W o r d  p r ac t i c i n g  ch i l d  o f  

G o d  b ecau s e  t h e  ch i l d  w i l l  n o t  g i v e  t h e  d ev i l  p l ace .  O u r  s u cce s s  o r  
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f a i l u r e  d ep en d s  u p o n  u s  s t an d i n g  f i r m  i n  G o d ’ s  W o r d .   I  am  u p  f o r  

w ear i n g  t h e  a r m o r  o f  G o d  an d  u s i n g  H i s  w o r d ,  h o w  a b o u t  yo u ?  
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1 8  

S P O T S  

 

 T h e  s o u n d  o f  s o m eo n e  k n o ck i n g  o n  o u r  b ed r o o m  d o o r  o n e  ea r l y 

S a t u r d ay m o r n i n g ,  aw o k e  m y w i f e  an d  m e  f r o m  a  d eep ,  r e s t f u l  s l e ep .   O u r  

e l d e s t  s o n  J ays o n ,  s t a t ed ,  “D ad ,  I  go t  s o m e  s p o t s  o n  m e . ”   I  a r o s e  an d  

h ead ed  f o r  t h e  d o o r .   I  o p en ed  t h e  d o o r  t o  s ee  J ays o n  s t an d i n g  w i t h  h i s  

s h i r t  p u l l ed  u p  a r o u n d  h i s  n eck .   H e  ex c l a i m ed ,  “S ee? ”   T h e r e  t h ey w e r e :  

t h r ee  o r  f o u r  r ed  s p o t s  o n  h i s  ch e s t .   M y w i f e  a s k ed  m e  w h a t  t h e  s p o t s  

w e r e .   I  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  k n o w ,  s o  I  p r ayed  r i gh t  t h en ,  “Lo r d ,  w h a t  a r e  

t h e s e? ”   T h e  an s w er  cam e  b ack ,  “C h i ck en  P o x . ”   W e  t o o k  J ays o n ’ s  

t em p e r a t u r e ,  an d  l e a r n ed  i t  w as  1 0 1  d egr ee s .  A f t e r  g i v i n g  h i m  a  

ch i l d r en ’ s  n o n - a s p i r i n  t ab l e t ,  w e  p u t  h i m  t o  b ed .   W i t h i n  a  f ew  h o u r s  h e  

w as  h ead - t o - t o e  s p o t s .  

 I  r em em b er ed  J e s u s ’  w o r d s  r eco r d ed  i n  M ar k  1 6 ,  v e r s e s  1 7  an d  1 8  

w h i ch  s ay,  “A n d  t h e s e  s i gn s  s h a l l  f o l l o w  t h em  t h a t  b e l i ev e ;  In  m y n am e  

t h ey s h a l l  c a s t  o u t  d ev i l s ;  t h ey s h a l l  s p eak  w i t h  n ew  t o n gu es ;  t h ey s h a l l  

t ak e  u p  s e r p en t s ;  an d  i f  t h ey d r i n k  an y d ead l y t h i n g  n o  h a r m  s h a l l  co m e  
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t o  t h em ;  t h ey s h a l l  l ay h an d s  o n  t h e  s i ck  an d  t h ey s h a l l  r e co v e r . ”   I  

f a s t en ed  t h e  eyes  o f  m y s p i r i t  o n  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  s a i d ,  “ .  .  .  [ T ] h ey s h a l l  l ay 

l an d s  o n  t h e  s i ck  an d  t h ey s h a l l  r e co v e r . ”   I  i m m ed i a t e l y w e n t  t o  o u r  s o n .   

Layi n g  m y r i gh t  h an d  o n  h i s  f o r eh ead  I  s a i d ,  “Y o u  s p i r i t  o f  d i s ea s e ,  I  

t ak e  au t h o r i t y  o v e r  yo u  an d  b r eak  yo u r  p o w er .   I  co m m an d  yo u  i n  t h e  

N am e  o f  J e s u s  t o  ge t  o u t  o f  m y s o n .   Fev e r ,  I  r eb u k e  yo u  t o o ,  i n  t h e  N am e  

o f  J e s u s . ”   N ex t ,  I  s a i d ,  “ Fa t h e r ,  I  h av e  g i v en  t h e  f a i t h  co m m an d .   I  t h an k  

yo u  n o w  f o r  m y s o n ’ s  h ea l i n g .   I  p r a i s e  yo u  f o r  i t  an d  t h an k  yo u  f o r  t h e  

W o r d  yo u  s en t  i n t o  t h e  ea r t h  t o  h ea l .   I  p r a i s e  yo u ! ”   I  h ad  j u s t  p r ayed  

G o d ’ s  W o r d  b ack  t o  H i m .  

 A  d ay o r  s o  l a t e r ,  m y w i f e  an d  I  s a t  t a l k i n g  ab o u t  G o d  an d  H i s  

go o d n es s ,  an d  J ays o n .   I  t o l d  h e r  I  h ad  p r ayed  f o r  J ays o n ’ s  h ea l i n g .   S h e  

d i d  n o t  b e l i ev e  t h e  p r aye r  w o r k ed  b ecau s e  h e  h ad  s o  m an y s p o t s .   I  c a l l ed  

J ays o n  o v e r  t o  u s .   T ak i n g  h i m  u p  o n t o  t h e  co u ch  I  p u l l ed  a  p a j am a  p an t  

l eg  u p  t o  h i s  k n ee .   I  p o i n t ed  t o  t h e  f a i r l y  l a r ge  s p o t s  o n  h i s  l eg .   M y 

w i f e  s aw  t h e  t h o u s an d s  o f  s p o t s  t h a t  w e r e  s o  s m a l l  t h ey w e r e  v i r t u a l l y  

u n n o t i c eab l e .   M y w i f e ’ s  eye s  o p en ed  w i d e  a s  h e r  eyeb r o w s  r o s e .   “ I  s ee  

w h a t  yo u  m ean ! ”   S h e  ex c l a i m ed .  

 W e  d i s co v e r ed  o u r  yo u n ges t  s o n ,  J ayco b ,  h ad  s o m e  s p o t s  o n  h i m .   

T h ey w e r e  j u s t  l i k e  t h o s e  J ays o n  h ad .   U n b ek n o w n s t  t o  e ach  o t h e r ,  m y 

w i f e  an d  I  p r ayed  f o r  h i m .   G u es s  w h a t ?   H e  h ad  f ew er  s p o t s  t h an  J ays o n !   

Li gh t s  w e r e  co m i n g  o n  i n  o u r  h ead s .   W e  w en t  r i gh t  aw ay t o  p r ay f o r  

J e r em y w h o  d i d  n o t  h av e  an y s ym p t o m s  o f  t h e  C h i ck en  P o x .   T o ge t h e r ,  

m y w i f e  an d  I  l a i d  o u r  h an d s  o n  h i m  an d  r eb u k ed ,  i n  ad v an ce ,  t h e  

s i ck n es s .   C an  yo u  gu es s  w h a t  h ap p en ed ?  A b o u t  t h r ee  s p o t s  c am e  u p  an d  

l e f t  w i t h i n  a  d ay o r  t w o  w i t h o u t  ev e r  h av i n g  f o r m e d  b l i s t e r s .   W e  p r a i s ed  

G o d .  

 W e  l e a r n ed  s o m e  v a l u ab l e  l e s s o n s .   F i r s t ,  n ev e r  w a i t  u n t i l  s i ck n es s  

i s  p r e s en t  t o  p r ay f o r  h ea l i n g ;  d ea l  d ec i s i v e l y w i t h  i t  b e f o r eh an d .   
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S eco n d ,  w e  ex p ec t ed  t h e  s i ck n es s  t o  l e av e ;  w e  b e l i ev ed  G o d ’ s  W o r d .   

T h i r d ,  an d  m o s t  i m p o r t an t l y,  w e  w o r k ed  t o ge t h e r .  

 T h e  s p o t s  J ays o n  an d  J ayco b  h ad  h ad  l e f t  w i t h i n  j u s t  a  f ew  d ays ,  

n o t  w eek s .   C o i n c i d en ce?   H a r d l y,  o u r  r e s p o n s e  w as  ac t i o n .   A c t i o n  

f u e l ed  b y t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .   T h e  an s w er  t o  t h e  p r o b l em  w as  t h e  

ap p l i c a t i o n  o f  f a i t h  i n  t h e  h e r e - an d - n o w  w o r l d  i n  w h i ch  w e  l i v e  t h a t  

b r o u gh t  r e s u l t s .   P r a i s e  G o d !  

 S i ck n es s  i s ,  p u r e l y an d  s i m p l y,  f r o m  t h e  d ev i l ,  n o t  G o d .   I  h a t e  t h a t  

d ev i l  S a t an ,  an d  a l l  h e  s t o o p s  t o  d o .   I  d e t e s t  t h e  p a i n  h e  cau s e s  p eo p l e .   

I  h a t ed  t h e  s i ck n es s  h e  t r i ed  t o  p u t  o n  m y ch i l d r en .   S u cces s  i s  f r o m  G o d !   

H ea l i n g  i s  f r o m  G o d !  

 M ed i t a t e  o n  t h e  W o r d ,  s t u d y i t ,  an d  d ev o t e  yo u r  l i f e  t o  i t .   T h e r e  

a r e  m an y s c r i p t u r e s  i n  t h e  B i b l e  s h o w i n g  G o d ’ s  w i l l i n gn es s  t o  h ea l  i f  w e  

w i l l  b e l i ev e .   J o h n  r eco r d ed  J e s u s ’  w o r d s  i n  J o h n  6 : 6 3 ,   “ .  .  . [ T ] h e  w o r d s  

t h a t  I  s p eak  u n t o  yo u ,  t h ey  a r e  s p i r i t ,  an d  t h ey  a r e  l i f e . ”   By t h e  w ay,  d i d  

yo u  k n o w  J e s u s  gav e  u s  t h e  au t h o r i t y  t o  u s e  H i s  N am e  an d  ex p ec t  r e s u l t s ?    
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1 9  

T H E  C A N  M A N  

 

 “M a t t h ew  1 3 ,  v e r s e s  t h r ee ,  t h e  l a s t  p a r t ,  t h r o u gh  e i gh t , ”  s a i d  t h e  

s p eak e r ,  “ r ead s  t h i s  w ay:   ‘ Beh o l d ,  a  s o w er  w en t  f o r t h  t o  s o w ;  an d  w h en  

h e  s o w ed  s o m e  s eed s  f e l l  b y t h e  w ay s i d e ,  an d  t h e  f o w l s  c am e  an d  

d ev o u r ed  t h em  u p :  s o m e  f e l l  u p o n  s t o n y p l ace s ,  w h e r e  t h ey h ad  n o t  m u ch  

ea r t h ;  an d  f o r t h w i t h  t h ey s p r u n g  u p ,  b ecau s e  t h ey h ad  n o  d eep n es s  o f  

e a r t h ;  an d  w h en  t h e  s u n  w as  u p ,  t h ey w e r e  s co r ch ed ;  an d  b ecau s e  t h ey 

h ad  n o  r o o t ,  t h ey w i t h e r ed  aw ay.   A n d  s o m e  f e l l  am o n g  t h o r n s ;  an d  t h e  

t h o r n s  s p r u n g  u p ,  an d  ch o k ed  t h em :  b u t  o t h e r  f e l l  i n t o  go o d  g r o u n d ,  a n d  

b r o u gh t  f o r t h  f r u i t ,  s o m e  an  h u n d r ed f o l d  s o m e  s i x t yf o l d ,  an d  s o m e  

t h i r t yf o l d . ’  

 “M o r eo v e r , ”  h e  s a i d ,  “M ar k  e l ev en ,  v e r s e s  t w en t y t h r ee  an d  t w en t y 

f o u r  s ays :  ‘ Fo r  v e r i l y  I  s ay u n t o  yo u ,  T h a t  w h o s o ev e r  s h a l l  s ay u n t o  t h i s  

m o u n t a i n ,  Be  t h o u  r em o v ed ,  an d  b e  t h o u  ca s t  i n t o  t h e  s ea ;  an d  s h a l l  n o t  

d o u b t  i n  h i s  h ea r t ,  b u t  s h a l l  b e l i ev e  t h a t  t h o s e  t h i n gs  w h i ch  h e  s a i t h  s h a l l  

co m e  t o  p a s s ;  h e  s h a l l  h av e  w h a t s o ev e r  h e  s a i t h .   T h e r e f o r e  I  s ay u n t o  
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yo u ,  W h a t  t h i n gs  s o ev e r  ye  d e s i r e ,  w h en  ye  p r ay,  b e l i ev e  t h a t  ye  r e ce i v e  

t h em  an d  ye  s h a l l  h av e  t h em . ’ ”  

 W e w er e  gu i d ed  t o  R o m an s  1 0 : 8  w h i ch  r ead s ,  “Bu t  w h a t  s a i t h  i t ?   

T h e  w o r d  i s  n i gh  t h ee ,  e v e n  i n  t h y m o u t h ,  an d  i n  t h y h ea r t :  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  

w o r d  o f  f a i t h ,  w h i ch  w e  p r each . ”   F i n a l l y ,  t o  R o m an s  1 0 : 1 0  w h e r e  w e  

f o u n d  t h e  w o r d s ,  “Fo r  w i t h  t h e  h ea r t  m an  b e l i ev e t h  u n t o  r i gh t eo u s n es s ;  

an d  w i t h  t h e  m o u t h  co n f e s s i o n  i s  m ad e  u n t o  s a l v a t i o n . ”  

 T h i s  m an  w as  o n e  o f  s ev e r a l  w h o  p r each ed  w h a t  b ecam e  k n o w n  a s  

“h yp e r - f a i t h ”  t e ach i n gs .  T h es e  t e ach i n gs  ap p ea r ed  t o  t r y  t o  p l ace  t h e  

l i s t en e r ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e i r  o w n  m i n d ,  i n  t h e  d r i v e r ’ s  s ea t  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  

o f  l i f e .  

 A n o t h e r  p h r a s e  w as  co i n ed  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e :  “Be l i ev e  t o  r e ce i v e . ”   

R ece i v e  w h a t ?   A n yt h i n g  yo u r  h ea r t  d e s i r e s !   A  w o m an  p u r p o r t ed l y 

b e l i ev ed  t o  r e ce i v e  a  d eck  f o r  h e r  h o u s e  an d  go t  i t !   T h e  p r o s p e r i t y  

m es s age  w as  o u t  an d  p eo p l e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l ace  w e r e  b e i n g  v o r t ex ed  i n t o  a  

t e ach i n g  t h a t  l ed  m an y a s t r ay.   I  w as  o n e  w h o  w as  l e ad  d o w n  t h e  p a t h  o f  

n o n s en s e ,  an d  i t  n ea r l y co s t  m e  ev e r y s h r ed  o f  f a i t h  I  h ad .  

 C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  t h e y t au gh t  u s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m an y m o r e ,  I  

t h o r o u gh l y b e l i ev ed  i f  I  t i t h ed  an d  b e l i ev ed ,  I  w o u l d  r eap  t h e  h u n d r ed f o l d  

r e t u r n .   A f t e r  a l l ,  I  w as  b e i n g  t au gh t  b y B i b l e  t e ach e r s .   I  l i s t en ed  t o  

t h o s e  w h o  q u o t ed  Lu k e  6 : 3 8  w i t h  ea s e .   Y o u  k n o w  w h e r e  i t  s ays ,  “G i v e ,  

an d  i t  s h a l l  b e  g i v en  u n t o  yo u ;  go o d  m eas u r e ,  p r e s s ed  d o w n ,  an d  s h ak en  

t o ge t h e r ,  an d  r u n n i n g  o v e r ,  s h a l l  m en  g i v e  i n t o  yo u r  b o s o m .   Fo r  w i t h  t h e  

s am e  m eas u r e  t h a t  ye  m e t e  w i t h a l  i t  s h a l l  b e  m eas u r ed  t o  yo u  aga i n . ”   

W o w !   I  co u l d  s o w  m y s eed ,  m o n ey,  an d  r ec e i v e  m ega - b u ck s  i n t o  m y 

co f f e r s .  

 M a l ach i  3 : 1 0  w as  an o t h e r  b i gg i e  t h e  t e ach e r s  u s ed  t o  h am m er  t h e  

t i t h e  m es s age  i n t o  t h e  ea r s  o f  t h e  h ea r e r s .   “Br i n g  ye  a l l  t h e  t i t h e s  i n t o  

t h e  s t o r eh o u s e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  m ay b e  m ea t  i n  m i n e  h o u s e ,  an d  p r o v e  m e  n o w  

h e r ew i t h ,  s a i t h  t h e  Lo r d  o f  h o s t s ,  i f  I  w i l l  n o t  o p en  yo u  t h e  w i n d o w s  o f  
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h eav en ,  an d  p o u r  yo u  o u t  a  b l e s s i n g ,  t h a t  t h e r e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r o o m  en o u gh  

t o  r ece i ve  i t . ”   I  s e t  o u t  t o  “p r o v e”  G o d .  

 I  c an  n o t  b l am e  t h e  en t i r e t y o f  m y f a i l u r e  o n  t h o s e  w h o  t au gh t  t h o s e  

t e ach i n gs ;  I  h ad  t o  ab s o r b  a  f a i r  am o u n t  o f  i t  m ys e l f .   I  l e a r n ed  l a t e r  t h a t  

G o d  w i l l  n o t  co u n t e r f e i t  m o n ey.  

 I  t i t h ed  a s  I  h ad  b een  t au gh t .   O n e  ch u r ch  I  a t t en d ed  f r eq u en t l y 

s p en t  n o  l e s s  t h an  f i f t e en  m i n u t e s  e ach  S u n d ay m o r n i n g  ex t o l l i n g  t h e  

i m p o r t an ce  o f  t i t h i n g .   T h e  t o p i c  c en t e r ed  o n  o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  “p ay”  

t i t h e .   I  n eed ed  t h e  m o n ey,  b u t  I  t i t h ed  an yw ay.   I  w as  t o l d  b y t h e  

m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  d ay t h a t  G o d  w o u l d  b l e s s  b o u n t i f u l l y;  f a r  b eyo n d  m y 

w i l d e s t  ex p ec t a t i o n s ,  a l l  i f  I  h ad  f a i t h .   A h ,  t h e r e  i t  w as ,  f a i t h .   Fa i t h  w as  

t h e  k ey i n g r ed i en t  t o  s u cce s s .   “W e l l , ”  I  t o l d  m ys e l f ,  “ I  m u s t  h av e  s o m e  

f a i t h ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  J e s u s  s a i d ,  ‘ I f  ye  h av e  f a i t h  a s  a  g r a i n  o f  m u s t a r d  s eed .  .  .  

. ’   I  h av e  f a i t h ,  s o  t h i s  w i l l  a l l  w o r k  o u t . ”  

 I  ex p ec t ed  t h a t  i f  I  t i t h ed  an d  o f f e r ed  g i f t s  o f ,  f o r  ex am p l e ,  

$ 1 0 0 . 0 0 ,  I  c o u l d  e x p e c t  a  h u n d r e d f o l d  r e t u r n  o f  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 !   N o w  t h a t  

w o u l d  b e  q u i t e  a  s u m ,  an d  d e f i n i t e l y  t o  m y l i k i n g .  

 I  t i t h ed  r egu l a r l y,  an d  b egan  f a l l i n g  b eh i n d  i n  t h e  p ay - m y- b i l l s  

d ep a r t m en t .   T ax es  an d  e l ec t r i c i t y  p r i c e s  w e r e  o n  t h e  i n c r ea s e .  M y d o l l a r  

a t  t h e  g r o ce r y s t o r e  w as  s h r i n k i n g .   D es p i t e  t h e  f o r ego i n g ,  I  co n t i n u ed  t o  

t i t h e .   T h e  f i n an c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  h o m e  w as  ge t t i n g  t i gh t .   T h e  co s t  o f  

l i v i n g  w as  w o r s en i n g ,  b u t  I  w as  t i t h i n g .   I  t h o u gh t  t h i n gs  w e r e  go i n g  t o  

b e  f i n e ;  h o w  v e r y w r o n g  I  w as .  

 I  t h o u gh t  i f  t h i n gs  w e r e  a s  b ad  a s  t h ey w e r e  I  w o u l d  r ea l l y  ge t  

G o d ’ s  a t t en t i o n  b y d o u b l e - t i t h i n g .   I  s o o n  f o u n d  I  w as  a  m o n t h  b eh i n d  i n  

m y h o u s e  p aym en t .   I  s p en t  a  f u l l  yea r  m ak i n g  u p  t h e  m i s s ed  p aym en t .   

S o m e t h i n g  w as  w r o n g  a l l  r i gh t ,  b u t  I  w as  n o t  ye t  f i n i s h ed .  

 I  b egan  t o  t h i n k  i t  w as  m o s t  u n u s u a l  i n  t h e  l i gh t  o f  w h a t  I  h ad  

h ea r d ,  t h a t  ap p r o x i m a t e l y e i gh t  m o n t h s  l a t e r ;  I  h ad  n o t  r e ce i v ed  t h e  
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h u n d r ed f o l d  r e t u r n .   I  d i d  n o t  ev en  r ece i v e  a  p a l t r y f o r t yf o l d  r e t u r n  l i k e  

i n  t h e  h e r e - an d - n o w .   W h a t  w as  I  t o  d o ?   I  w o u l d  i n v es t !  

 I  h ad  o u t s t an d i n g  p e r s o n a l  d eb t  w h i ch  am o u n t ed  t o  ab o u t  $ 1 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 .   

I  w o u l d  p u t  aw ay m o n ey,  ge t  t h e  h u n d r ed f o l d  r e t u r n ,  p ay b ack  t h o s e  I  

o w ed  an d  h av e  a  f ew  d o l l a r s  l e f t  f o r  t i t h e .   W o w !   N ea t !  

 I  w r o t e  o u t  a  c h eck  f o r  $ 2 0 . 0 0  an d  p u t  i t  i n  a  c an .   N ex t ,  I  w en t  t o  

t h e  s t o r e  an d  l o o k ed  a t  v ege t ab l e  s eed  p ack s  an d  f a r m i n g  s eed s .   C o r n  

an d  w h ea t  w e r e  t h e  o b j ec t s  o f  m y a t t en t i o n .   I  l e a r n ed  t h a t  co r n  t o o k  

a r o u n d  1 2 1  d ays  t o  ge r m i n a t e  an d  g r o w  t o  m a t u r i t y;  w h ea t  w as  r i gh t  i n  

t h e r e .  

 S o m ew h er e  an d  I  d o  n o t  r em em b er  w h e r e ,  I  c am e  u p  w i t h  t h e  b r a i n y 

i d ea  I  w o u l d  o n l y t o  l e av e  t h e  ch eck  i n  t h e  can  f o r  2 1  d ays .   I  d o  n o t  

k n o w  w h e r e  I  go t  t h e  i d ea  t o  p u t  a  ch eck  i n  a  c an .   A t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  

p r ed e t e r m i n ed  t i m e  I  w o u l d  o p en  t h e  can  an d  f i n d  m o n ey!   E u r ek a !  I  

w o u l d  h av e  t w o - t h o u s an d  d o l l a r s  o f  t h e  g r een  s t u f f .  

 I  s a t  d o w n  a t  w o r k  o n e  ev en i n g  f o r  a  b r eak .   A  s e r i e s  o f  q u es t i o n s  

an d  an s w er s  a s s a i l ed  m e .  

 “W h a t  w o u l d  yo u  d o  i f  yo u  h ad  t h e  $ 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  i n  yo u r  ch eck i n g  

acco u n t  r i gh t  n o w ? "  

 “W h y,  I  w o u l d  w r i t e  o u t  ch eck s  t o  p ay t h o s e  I  o w e . ”  

 “T h en  d o  i t .   Fa i t h  i s  t h e  an s w er ,  r i gh t ? ”  

 Bas ed  o n  t h e  f o r ego i n g  I  w r o t e  o u t  ch eck s  an d  s en t  t h em  o f f !   W as  I  

co n f i d en t  o r  w h a t ?   I  w a s  co n f i d en t !   M o n ey w o u l d  ap p ea r  i n  an s w er  t o  

m y f a i t h .   P eo p l e  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  w o u l d  s en d  m e  m o n ey;  ev e r yt h i n g  w o u l d  

b e  g r ea t .  

 W i t h i n  t w o  d ays  an  u n ex p ec t ed  ch eck  a r r i v ed  i n  t h e  m a i l  i n  t h e  

am o u n t  o f  $ 1 8 7 . 0 0 .   “P r a i s e  G o d !   T h i s  i s  w o r k i n g! ”   I  ex c l a i m ed .   I  

ca l l ed  s ev e r a l  p eo p l e  w h o  k n ew  t h i s  w as  go i n g  o n  t o  t e l l  t h em .   I  w as  

v e r y ex c i t ed ;  h o w ev e r ,  t h e  ex c i t em en t  w as  s h o r t  l i v ed .  
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 A b o u t  t h r ee  d ays  l a t e r ,  I  r e ce i v ed  a  ye l l o w  s l i p  o f  p ap e r  f r o m  t h e  

b an k  s t a t i n g  i n  b o l d  b l ack  b l o ck  l e t t e r i n g ,  “ I N S U FFI C I E N T  FU N D S . ”   I  

w as  s u r p r i s ed ,  b u t  n o t  w o r r i ed  b ecau s e  G o d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e .   W h en  f i v e  

m o r e  b an k  n o t i c e s  a r r i v ed  t h e  n ex t  d ay,  I  w as  d ev as t a t ed .   Becau s e  t h e  2 1  

d ays  w e r e  a t  h an d  I  ex cu s ed  m ys e l f  f r o m  m y w i f e  an d  m ad e  m y w ay t o  t h e  

ga r age  t o  ge t  t h e  can  w i t h  t h e  ch eck  i n  i t .  

 A s  I  o p en ed  t h e  can  I  w as  ex p ec t an t ,  ye t  v e r y d o w n h ea r t ed .   I  

p u l l ed  o p en  t h e  l i d  an d  p ee r ed  i n t o  t h e  can .   T o  m y co m p l e t e  h o r r o r  I  s aw  

a  l o n e  ch eck ,  n o t h i n g  e l s e .   I  h ad  ce r t a i n l y r ece i v ed  t h e  h u n d r ed f o l d  

r e t u r n ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  t i m es  1 0 0  i s  s t i l l  n o t h i n g .  

 I  p u l l ed  a  ch a i r  t o  t h e  cen t e r  o f  t h e  ga r ag e  an d  s a t  d o w n  i n  u t t e r  

d i s b e l i e f .   M y f a i t h  c am e  c r a s h i n g  d o w n  a r o u n d  m e .   I  f o u n d  m ys e l f  i n  a  

h eap  o f  w h a t  w as  a  h o u s e  o f  c a r d s .   I  w as  em o t i o n a l l y b an k r u p t .   M y 

m o u t h  w as  d r y an d  m y t o n gu e  c l av e  t o  t h e  r o o f  o f  i t .   A l l  I  co u l d  s ay w as ,  

“G o d ,  w h a t  h a s  h a p p en ed ? ”  

 E a r l y o n  i n  t h i s  w a l k  I  h ad  e s t ab l i s h ed  t w o  g r o u n d  r u l e s .   O n e ,  I  

w o u l d  b e l i ev e  ev e r yt h i n g  w r i t t en  o n  t h e  p ages  o f  t h e  B i b l e .   T w o ,  i f  t h e r e  

ev e r  w as  a  p r o b l em  I  w o u l d  b e  a t  f au l t ,  n o t  G o d .   T h i s ,  c l e a r l y,  w as  n o t  

G o d ’ s  f au l t .   T h e  f au l t  w as  m i n e !   O n l y,  w h er e  h ad  I  f a i l ed ?   I  w as  

d e t e r m i n ed  t o  k n o w .  

 T h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I  h ad  t o  d o  w as  t ak e  ca r e  o f  t h o s e  h o t  ch eck s .   I  

p r ayed  an d  a s k ed  G o d  w h a t  t o  d o .   T h e  an s w er  cam e ,  “G o  ge t  a  l o an . ”   I  

d i d  s o ,  an d  w as  ab l e  t o  co v e r  t h e  am o u n t .   T h i s  f i a s co  co s t  m e  ab o u t  

$ 5 0 0 . 0 0  i n  l o a n  i n t e r e s t  c h a r ge s  o v e r  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  l o a n  n o t e  t h a t ,  

i r o n i ca l l y ,  h ad  an  o v e r a l l  v a l u e  o f  n ea r l y $ 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .   T w o - t h o u s an d  

d o l l a r s  w as  t h e  v e r y am o u n t  I  w as  “b e l i ev i n g  t o  r e ce i v e . ”  

 I  l ap s ed  i n t o  s o l i t u d e .   I  d i d  n o t  t a l k  m u ch  w i t h  an yo n e  ab o u t  t h e  

W o r d .   I  w as  s o  aw ed  I  co u l d  n o t  s p eak .   M y w i f e  an d  I  p r ayed  m u ch  f o r  

G o d  t o  s h o w  m e  t h e  e r r o r  o f  m y w ays .   I  b e l i ev e  ex cep t  f o r  o n e  s eed  I  

w as  a l l  b u t  b an k r u p t  i n  t h e  f a i t h  d ep a r t m en t .  
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 A t  t h i s  w r i t i n g  m y m i n d  i s  t u r n ed  b ack  m o m en t a r i l y  t o  an  i n c i d en t  

w h i ch  o ccu r r ed  a t  o r  ab o u t  t h e  t i m e  I  f e l l  b ack  t h r ee  m o n t h s  i n  m y h o u s e  

p aym en t  I  s p o k e  o f  e a r l i e r .  

 A  p a r t i cu l a r  n a t i o n a l l y k n o w n  an d  r e s p ec t ed  C h r i s t i an  s p eak e r  an d  

t e ach e r  c am e  t o  o u r  f a i r  c i t y  o f  P o r t l an d  t o  h o l d  a  m i n i - c r u s ad e .   I  

d e t e r m i n ed  b e f o r eh an d ,  h av i n g  h ea r d  i n  ad v an ce  o f  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  t o  go  an d  

s eek  h i m  o u t  s i n ce  h e  w as  o n e  w h o s e  b o o k s  I  h ad  r ead  an d  s t u d i ed .   I  w as  

go i n g  t o  a s k  h i m  a  v e r y p e r p l ex i n g  q u es t i o n .   “ I  co n t i n u e  t o  t i t h e  an d  

g i v e  ex t r a  m o n ey.    M y b i l l s  a r e  f a l l i n g  b eh i n d  b ecau s e  o u r  e co n o m y i s  

n o t  s o  co n s t r u c t ed  t o  h an d l e  an y ad d i t i o n a l  o u t - go .   I  am  i n  n eed  o f  

m o n ey an d  an y ex t r a  h a s  ye t  t o  b e  f o u n d .   I  a s k  f o r  o v e r t i m e  a t  w o r k  t o  

n o  av a i l .   I  h av e  r ead  yo u r  b o o k s .   I  b e l i ev e  t h e  w o r d s  yo u  s ay ab o u t  t h e  

s c r i p t u r e .   I  b e l i ev e  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  t h em s e l v e s .   Wh a t  i s  go i n g  o n ?   W h a t  

am  I  n o t  d o i n g?   I  h av e  ye t  t o  s ee  t h e  h u n d r ed f o l d  r e t u r n  m an i f e s t ed .   

W h at  am  I  d o i n g  w r o n g? ”  

 O n  t h e  ap p o i n t ed  d ay,  a  S a t u r d ay a s  I  r em em b er ,  m y b r o t h e r  

a cco m p an i ed  m e  t o  t h e  ga t h e r i n g .   A s  w e  w a l k ed  t h r o u gh  t h e  d o o r ,  I  

s p i ed  t h e  gen t l em an  a t  t h e  b o o k  t ab l e  h aw k i n g  h i s  b o o k s .   W h en  I  

ap p r o ach ed  an d  a s k ed  h i m  i f  I  m i gh t  h av e  a  m o m en t  o f  h i s  t i m e ,  h e  

ag r eed .  

 I  r e l ayed  i n  a  m i n u t e  o r  l e s s ,  m y co n ce r n  an d  m y q u es t i o n  a s  s t a t ed  

ea r l i e r .   A s  I  s p o k e ,  t h e  m an  b ecam e  v i s i b l y u n eas y an d  b egan  r e -

s h u f f l i n g  t h e  b o o k s  o n  t h e  t ab l e .   W h en  I  a s k ed ,  “W h a t  am  I  d o i n g  

w r o n g? ”   H e  s a i d ,  “ J u s t  k eep  d o i n g  w h a t  yo u  a r e  d o i n g , ”  an d  p r o m p t l y 

ex cu s ed  h i m s e l f .   M y b r o t h e r  an d  I  s t o o d  t h e r e  i n  u t t e r  d i s b e l i e f  an d  

d i s ap p o i n t m en t .  

 I  am  q u i t e  p o s i t i v e  t h e r e  w e r e  m an y r ea s o n s  w h y h e  co u l d  n o t  s p en d  

t i m e  w i t h  m e ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  w h i ch  w as  t h e  m ee t i n g  w h e r e  h e  w as  

s p eak i n g ;  h o w ev e r ,  I  w as  d eep l y ea r n e s t  i n  m y d e s i r e  t o  k n o w  w h e r e  I  

h ad  go n e  w r o n g .   Becau s e  h e  w as  o n e  o f  m y “ t e ach e r s ”  h e  s h o u l d  h av e  
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b een  ab l e  t o  h e l p  m e  u n d e r s t an d  i f ,  o r  w h e r e ,  I  h ad  m i s s ed  h i s  p o i n t .   

P e r h ap s  h e  co u l d  h av e  t a l k ed  t o  m e  l a t e r .   H i s  r e s p o n s e  t o  m y q u es t i o n  

am o u n t ed  t o  g i v i n g  m e  a  h an d f u l  o f  d ead  l e av es .   W h a t  I  w as  d o i n g  w as  

f a i l i n g ;  m y u n d e r s t an d i n g  h ad  b eco m e  d a r k en ed .  

 I  co n s i d e r ed  m an y t h i n gs  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  d e s p a i r .   

S u i c i d e  w as  n o t  p a r t  o f  m y p l an s  o r  an yt h i n g  c l o s e .  M a i n l y I  co n s i d e r ed  

G o d ;  H i s  i n f i n i t e  l o v e ,  I  s en s ed  i t ;  H i s  p r o f o u n d  p eace  en v e l o p ed  m e ,  an d  

I  s o u gh t  H i s  f av o r .   I  j u d ged  m y l i f e ;  t h a t  i s ,  m y m o t i v e s ,  an d  d e s i r e s .   I  

w as  s o  b o t h e r ed  b y t h e s e  t e ach i n gs  I  p r o v e r b i a l l y  t h r ew  o u t  t h e  b ab y w i t h  

t h e  b a t h  w a t e r .  

 I  ga t h e r ed  a l l  b o o k s  I  h ad  p u r ch as ed  ex c l u d i n g  t h e  B i b l e .   T h e  

co l l e c t i o n  i n c l u d ed  b o o k s  o n  t e ach i n g ,  ex h o r t a t i o n ,  an d  s t u d y.   I  a l s o  

ga t h e r ed  t o ge t h e r  t h e  b o o k s  I  h ad  u s ed  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  ch u r ch  

p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y.   T h e  b o o k s  co v e r ed  a l l  t yp e s  o f  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  m an y 

r e l i g i o u s  w r i t e r s .   T h e  b o o k s  w e r e  t ak en  o u t s i d e  an d  t h r o w n  o n t o  a  p i l e  

o n  m y l aw n .   I  t o o k  m y gas o l i n e  can  an d  p o u r ed  t h e  co n t en t s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  

b o o k s .   A s  t h e  m a t ch  w as  l i t  t o  s e t  i t  a l l  a f i r e ,  I  s a i d ,  “Bu r n  a l l  o f  i t  i n  

J e s u s  N am e!   Bu r n  t o  a s h e s ! ”   T h e  d ay w as  w a r m  an d  t h e  ga s  w as  

ev ap o r a t i n g  r ap i d l y.   T h e  m a t ch  i gn i t ed  t h e  f u m es  b e f o r e  i t  t o u ch ed  t h e  

p i l e .  

 T h e  f i r e  b u r n ed  f o r  a  co u p l e  o f  h o u r s .   A f t e r  t h e  b l ack en ed  a r ea  t h a t  

h ad  b een  a  p i l e  o f  b o o k s  h ad  co o l ed ,  I  s i f t ed  t h e  a s h es  l o o k i n g  t o  en s u r e  

a l l  h ad  b u r n ed .   T h e r e  h ad  b een  h a r d b ack  b o o k s  i n  t h a t  p i l e ,  h a r d  t o  b u r n .   

O n l y b l ack en ed  a s h es  r em a i n ed .   N o t  a  s h r ed  o f  an y b o o k  r em a i n ed .   T h e  

w i n d  b l ew  s o f t l y  an d  s t i r r ed  t h e  a s h es .   I  w en t  b ack  i n s i d e  t o  r eb u i l d  m y 

f a i t h .   I  t u r n ed  m y f u l l  a t t en t i o n  t o  G o d .  

 I  l e a r n ed  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  yea r s  n o t  t o  p u t  an y f a i t h  i n  t h e  t e ach i n g  

o r  co m m en t a r i e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  co n ce r n i n g  t h e  W o r d  b ecau s e  f a i t h  

b e l o n gs  n o t  t o  p eo p l e ,  b u t  t o  G o d .   I  a l s o  l e a r n ed  t h a t  G o d  can  n o t  b e  

b o u gh t  w i t h  t i t h e s  an d  o f f e r i n gs  o f  m o n ey;  n o  o n e  can  g i v e  t o  ge t .   T h e  
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s p i r i t  o f  t h e  r eq u i r em en t  o f  t h e  ch u r ch  t o  “p ay t i t h e”  i s  o f  t h e  f l e s h  an d  

n o t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t .   T h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  b ecam e  p a r am o u n t  t o  m e ;  t h e  W o r d  

t o o k  f i r s t  p l ace .   T h e  s c r i p t u r e  s a i d  t h e  W o r d  w as  m ad e  f l e s h  an d  d w e l t  

am o n g  u s .   I  s o u gh t  G o d  a t  ev e r y t u r n  co n ce r n i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  l i f e .   I  

h ad  b een  h o n es t ,  b u t  I  w as  h o n es t l y  w r o n g .  

 I  s p en t  m an y h o u r s  i n  p r aye r ,  s t u d y,  an d  m ed i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  W o r d  o f  

G o d .   I  w as  o b s e s s ed  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w  H i m  b e t t e r .   I  l e a r n ed  G o d  

d o es  n o t  co u n t e r f e i t  m o n ey.   Fu r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e r e  w as  n o  b o n d age  t o  “p ay 

t i t h e”  i f  I  d i d  n o t  h av e  i t  t o  p ay.   T h e  w o r d  s ays  i n  R o m an s  1 3 : 8 ,  “O w e  

n o  m an  an yt h i n g ,  b u t  t o  l o v e  o n e  an o t h e r :  f o r  h e  t h a t  l o v e t h  an o t h e r  h a t h  

f u l f i l l ed  t h e  l aw . ”   T h e  l aw  o f  w h a t ?   T h e  l aw  o f  l o v e .   I  o w ed  a  l o t  o f  

p eo p l e .   I  w as  o u t  o f  s t ep  w i t h  t h e  W o r d .   I  s t a r t ed  g i v i n g  a l m s  o f  s u ch  

t h i n gs  a s  I  h ad .   Fu r t h e r m o r e ,  I  r e a s o n ed ,  i f  I  s a c r i f i c i a l l y  p a i d  t h e  t i t h e ;  

t h a t  i s ,  p a i d  i t  a t  t h e  ex p en s e  o f  p ayi n g  a  b i l l  an d  t h a t  b i l l  f a l l s  b eh i n d ,  

am  I  n o t  gu i l t y  o f  d e f r au d i n g  s o m eo n e  ev en  i f  i t  i s  a  u t i l i t y  s u ch  a s  an  

e l ec t r i c  co m p an y?   I  t h i n k  s o .   G o d  d o es  n o t  n eed  m y ca s h .   H e  d em an d s  

m y a l l eg i an ce ,  m y l o v e  an d  r e s p ec t .   H e  w an t s  m e  t o  g i v e  m o n ey f r ee l y,  

n o t  b ecau s e  o f  a  m an d a t e .   I  b egan  p ayi n g  m y b i l l s .   I  d i d  n o t  h av e  m o n ey 

t o  f u l f i l l  m an ’ s  d i c t a t e  t o  p ay t i t h e ,  b u t  I  s u r e  w as  h ap p y.   I  ev en  h ad  

m o n ey t o  h e l p  w h e r e  ev e r  I  co u l d .   G u es s  w h a t ?   G o d  b l e s s ed  m e .  

 I  l e a r n ed  w h i l e  l i s t en i n g  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  “ t e ach e r s ”  w h o  p r each ed  t h e  

p r o s p e r i t y  m es s age ,  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g .   T h i s  m an ,  b y t h e  w ay,  w as  n o t  

t h e  o n e  I  r e f e r r ed  t o  e a r l i e r .   T h e  gu y  h ad  h i m s e l f  d o n e  ex ac t l y  a s  I  h ad  

d o n e .   H e  w r o t e  o u t  ch eck s  t o  p ay t h e  b i l l s  h e  o w ed .   H e  d i d  s o m e t h i n g  I  

h ad  n o t :  r a t h e r  t h an  p u t t i n g  an yt h i n g  i n t o  a  c an ,  h e  p u t  t h e  ch eck s  i n t o  

h i s  d e s k  d r aw er .   W h en  m o n ey cam e  i n  t o  p ay a  p a r t i cu l a r  ch eck ,  h e  go t  

o u t  t h e  ch eck  an d  s en t  i f  o f f  a f t e r  h av i n g  go n e  t o  t h e  b an k  an d  d ep o s i t ed  

t h e  m o n ey.   W h i l e  I  w as  g i v i n g  f u l l  a t t en t i o n  t o  w h a t  h e  h ad  s a i d  ab o u t  

t h r ee  yea r s  e a r l i e r ,  I  n ev e r  a t  an y t i m e  h ea r d  h i m  s ay an yt h i n g  o t h e r  t h an  

t h a t  h e  h ad  s p o k en  t o  t h e  b i l l s  an d  s a i d ,  “Be  p a i d  i n  J e s u s  N am e . ”   T en  o f  
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h i s  b i l l s  w e r e  p a i d  b y ga i n i n g  t h e  h u n d r ed f o l d  r e t u r n  o n  h i s  t i t h i n g  an d  

an y o t h e r  m o n ey h e  gav e ,  o r  s o  h e  s a i d .   P e r s o n a l l y,  I  b e l i ev e  h i s  

h u n d r ed f o l d  r e t u r n  cam e  f r o m  t each i n g  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  m es s age .  

 I  l e a r n ed  M a l ach i  3 : 1 0  w as  n o t  a  s c r i p t u r e  t o  b e  u s ed  t o  w h i p  

p eo p l e  i n t o  p ayi n g  t i t h e .   G o d  w as  t a l k i n g  t h r o u gh  t h e  p r o p h e t  M a l ach i  

t e l l i n g  t h e  Is r ae l i t e s  H e  w as ,  i n  m y w o r d s ,  “ f ed  u p  w i t h  t h e i r  

f a i t h l e s s n es s  an d  u n f a i t h f u l n e s s . ”  Fu r t h e r m o r e ,  w e  h av e  o n l y t o  r e ad  t h e  

p r ece d i n g  s c r i p t u r e  t o  d i s co v e r  t h a t  G o d  t o l d  t h e  p eo p l e  t h ey w e r e  cu r s ed  

w i t h  a  cu r s e !   T h e  cu r s e  i s  i n  b e i n g  o u t  o f  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  c r ea t o r  G o d  

b ecau s e  t h ey h ad  an o t h e r  go d  b e f o r e  t h em .   G o d  w as  m ad  b ecau s e  t h e  

p eo p l e ’ s  h ea r t s  w e r e  h a r d en ed  b y t h e i r  t r u s t  i n  m o n ey r a t h e r  t h an  i n  H i m .   

In c i d en t a l l y ,  I  h av e  a  co p y o f  t h e  6 1 8  Lev i t i c a l  l aw s ,  an d  I  am  u n ab l e  t o  

f i n d  an yw h e r e  i n  t h e  l aw s  w h e r e  t i t h i n g  w as  eq u a t ed  w i t h  m o n ey.   W h a t  

w o u l d  a  m o d e r n  p a s t o r  d o  i f  o n e  o f  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s  b r o u gh t  t h e i r  t i t h e  

i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  s h eep  o r  d o v es ?  

 V e r y o f t en  s e l f i s h n es s  w i t h  r e s p ec t  t o  m o n ey w i l l  p u t  o u r  

f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  G o d  i n  j eo p a r d y w h i ch  d i s p l ea s e s  G o d .   G o d  w an t ed  t o  

u s e  t h e  p eo p l e  a s  t h e  w i n d o w s  o f  h eav en .  H e  w an t ed  p eo p l e  o p en  f o r  H i s  

u s e .   H e  w o u l d  an d  co u l d  u s e  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  w i n d o w s  o f  h eav en ,  t o  b l e s s  

o t h e r s  i f  t h ey w o u l d  l e t  H i m .   M o r e  i m p o r t an t l y,  G o d  w o u l d  h av e  g r ea t e r  

a cce s s  t o  p eo p l e  i n d i v i d u a l l y an d  co l l e c t i v e l y.  

 I  l e a r n ed  g i v i n g  i n t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  G o d  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  co n s c i en ce ,  n o t  

d u t y.   W e  g i v e  b ecau s e  w e  l o v e  o u r  b r e t h r en ,  n o t  b ecau s e  o f  co e r c i o n ,  

an d  w e  g i v e  t o  h o n o r  G o d .   T o  g i v e  j u s t  t o  ge t  s o m e  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g  i s  

w r o n g .  

 I  s p o k e  t o  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  a  ch u r ch  i n  P o r t l an d ,  O r ego n ,  i n  1 9 8 2  an d  

t o l d  h i m  s o m e  o f  t h e  t h i n gs  I  h av e  h e r e  p r e s en t ed .   I  s p o k e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

ab o u t  t i t h i n g .   H e  l o o k ed  a t  m e  i n  a  f a s h i o n  a s  i f  t o  d ec l a r e  I  w as  a  

h e r e t i c  an d  s a i d ,  “ I f  w e  p r each ed  f r o m  t h e  p u l p i t  w h a t  yo u  a r e  t e l l i n g  m e  

n o w ,  w e  w o u l d  h av e  t o  s h u t  o u r  d o o r s . ”   I  r e s p o n d ed ,  “T h en  m ayb e  yo u  
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s h o u l d ,  an d  m ayb e  yo u  s h o u l d  go  o u t  an d  ge t  yo u r s e l f  a  s t r a i gh t  j o b .   

M ayb e  s o m e  p a s t o r s  a r e  u s i n g  t h e  t o p i c  o f  t i t h i n g  t o  en s u r e  t h e i r  

f i n an c i a l  s u cce s s  s o  t h ey w o n ’ t  h av e  t o  ge t  a  s ecu l a r  j o b . ”   H e  j u s t  s t a r ed  

a t  m e .   A p p a r en t l y,  t h e  p a s t o r  r e l i ed  o n  t h e  p o w er  o f  t h e  m o n ey o f  m en  

r a t h e r  t h an  f a i t h  i n  t h e  p o w er  o f  G o d .  

 I  t o l d  t h a t  p a r t i cu l a r  p a s t o r  t h e r e  w e r e  s ev e r a l  p eo p l e  w h o  h ad  

ap p r o ach ed  m e  o n  t h i s  v e r y t o p i c .   T h es e  p eo p l e  w e r e  v e r y u p s e t .   T h ey 

r e l i g i o u s l y “p a i d  t i t h e , ”  an d  ye t  w e r e  i n  d e s p e r a t e  f i n an c i a l  s t r a i t s .   T h ey 

d i d  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  t o  d o  ex cep t  t o  co n t i n u e  t o  d o  w h a t  t h ey w e r e  d o i n g .   I  

t o l d  t h e s e  p eo p l e  I  co u l d  i d en t i f y w i t h  t h em  an d  t o l d  t h em  w h a t  J e s u s  

s a i d  a s  w r i t t en  i n  Lu k e  1 1 : 4 1 ,  “Bu t  r a t h e r  g i ve  a l m s  o f  s u ch  t h i n g s  a s  y e  

h a ve  [ em p h as i s  m i n e ] ,  an d  b eh o l d ,  a l l  t h i n gs  a r e  c l e a n  u n t o  yo u . ”   T h es e  

w h o  s p o k e  w i t h  m e  w e r e  p l ea s ed  b ecau s e  t h ey w e r e  f r e ed  f r o m  b o n d age .   

T h e  p a s t o r  w as  co r r ec t ;  s o m e  d i d  s t o p  g i v i n g  a s  m u ch  a s  t h ey h ad  b een .   

A l t h o u gh  t h ey d i d  n o t  s t o p  g i v i n g  m o n ey i n t o  t h e  ch u r ch  co f f e r s ,  t h ey 

t u r n ed  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  a t t en t i o n  t o  d o i n g  w e i r d  t h i n gs  s u ch  a s  c a t ch i n g  u p  

o n  t h e i r  o u t s t an d i n g  b i l l s .   In c i d en t a l l y ,  I  h av e  n ev e r  p r each ed  aga i n s t  

g i v i n g  t i t h e s  o r  o f f e r i n gs ;  h o w ev e r ,  I  h av e  p r each ed  aga i n s t  t h e  b o n d age  

o f  t i t h i n g  t h a t  p eo p l e  p l ace  o n  o t h e r  p eo p l e .   N ev e r  s h o u l d  p eo p l e  f e e l  o r  

b e  co n d em n ed  b y o t h e r s  i f  t h ey “g i v e  o f  s u ch  t h i n gs  a s  t h ey h av e . ”  

 M an y o f  t h e  p eo p l e  I  s p o k e  t o  w h o  a t t en d ed  t h a t  ch u r ch  p r ayed  an d  

p r ayed ,  an d  t h ey t r i ed  an d  t r i ed .   T h ey s p o k e  o f  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h ey h ad  t h a t  

t h e  d o o r  o f  h e l p  w as  c l o s ed  t o  t h em .   W h en  t h e s e  p eo p l e  a s k ed  t h e  ch u r ch  

f o r  h e l p  t o  p ay t h e i r  b i l l s ,  t h ey w e r e  t u r n ed  o u t .   I  s h o u l d  k n o w ,  I  w en t  t o  

t h a t  ch u r ch .   D es p i t e  t h e  f o r ego i n g ,  t h e  p a s t o r  s t i l l  d i d  n o t  m i n d  ge t t i n g  

t h e  m o n ey.  

 T h e  p a s t o r  I  w as  t a l k i n g  t o  a s k ed  m e  w h y t h e s e  p eo p l e  d i d  n o t  go  t o  

t h e i r  o w n  ch u r ch  p a s t o r  ab o u t  t h e i r  p r o b l em .   I  r e s p o n d ed  b y s ayi n g  t h a t  

w i t h o u t  ex cep t i o n ,  t h ey w e r e  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  p a s t o r .   W o u l d  h e  n o t  

en co u r age  t h em  w i t h  h i s  w o r d s ?   W o u l d  h e  n o t  ex h o r t  t h em  w i t h  ce r t a i n  
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s ec t i o n s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  t o  co n t i n u e  t i t h i n g?  Fo r  “G o d  l o v es  a  ch ee r f u l  

t i t h e r . ”   S t r an ge ,  I  h av e  n ev e r  r e ad  i n  t h e  B i b l e  t h a t  G o d  l o v es  a  ch ee r f u l  

t i t h e r .   I  h av e  r ead ;  h o w ev e r ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  I I  C o r i n t h i an s  9 : 7 ,  “ .  .  

. G o d  l o v e t h  a  ch ee r f u l  g i v e r . ”  

 F r i en d s ,  I  t u r n ed  m y b ack  t u r n ed  t o  t h o s e  p r o s p e r i t y  f o l k s .   I  t u r n ed  

t o  G o d ,  H i s  W o r d ,  H i s  f a i t h ,  an d  H i s  H o l y S p i r i t .   I  w en t  t o  s ch o o l  u n d e r  

t h e  cap ab l e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .   S ee  I  J o h n  2 : 2 7 .   W e  r ead  

t h e r e ,  “Bu t  t h e  an o i n t i n g  w h i ch  ye  h av e  r ece i v ed  o f  h i m  ab i d e t h  i n  yo u ,  

an d  ye  n eed  n o t  t h a t  an y m an  t e ach  yo u :  b u t  a s  t h e  s am e  an o i n t i n g  

t e ach e t h  yo u  o f  a l l  t h i n gs ,  an d  i s  t r u t h ,  an d  i s  n o  l i e ,  an d  ev en  a s  i t  h a t h  

t au gh t  yo u ,  ye  s h a l l  ab i d e  i n  h i m . ”   T h e  H o l y S p i r i t  t e ach es  m e .   I  s h a r e  

i t  w i t h  o t h e r  p eo p l e  f o r  p r o p e r  b a l an ce  t o  en s u r e  I  d i d  n o t  m ak e  an yt h i n g  

u p  m ys e l f .  

 T h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  h ea r d  an d  an s w er ed  m e .   I  d i s co v e r ed  an  am az i n g  

t r u t h ,  w h en  w e  d ev o t e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  G o d  an d  H i s  W o r d  w e  w i l l  k n o w  b o t h  

t r u t h  an d  e r r o r .   G u es s  w h a t ?   T h e  t r u t h  w as  a l r e ad y i n  t h e  B i b l e  i n  I I  

T i m o t h y 2 : 1 5 ,  “S t u d y t o  s h ew  t h ys e l f  ap p r o v ed  u n t o  G o d ,  a  w o r k m an  t h a t  

n eed e t h  n o t  t o  b e  a s h am ed ,  r i gh t l y d i v i d i n g  t h e  w o r d  o f  t r u t h . ”  

 W h at  h ap p en ed  t o  m e?   M y m i n d  w as  r en ew ed  t h r o u gh  G o d ’ s  W o r d .   

I  p u t  G o d ’ s  W o r d  f i r s t .   I  s e r i o u s l y l o o k ed  t o  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  G o d ’ s  

W o r d  an d  t h e  r ea l  t e ach e r  o f  t h e  W o r d ,  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .  
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T H E  D A Y  T H E  FLU  FLE W  

 

 H av e  yo u  ev e r  go t t en  u p  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a f t e r  w h a t  yo u  t h o u gh t  w as  

a  r e s t f u l  n i gh t ’ s  s l e ep  o n l y t o  d i s co v e r  yo u  f ee l  l o u s y?   Y o u r  j o i n t s  a r e  

ach y,  n o s e  r u n n y,  an d  s t o m ach  f ee l s  a s  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  f i gh t  go i n g  o n  

b e t w een  t h e  O ys t e r s  an d  C a r p  yo u  a t e  t h e  n i gh t  b e f o r e .   Becau s e  o f  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  yo u  a r e  r u n n i n g  a  t em p e r a t u r e ,  yo u  g r ab  ye  o l d e  t em p - s t i ck .   

Y o u  t r y t o  f a s t en  yo u r  gaz e  o n  t h e  l i t t l e  n u m b er s  a n d  t h e  e l u s i v e  t h r ead  

o f  m e r cu r y t h a t  i s  t h e  s eem i n g  s i gn e r ,  s ea l e r ,  an d  d e l i v e r e r  o f  t h e  f am o u s  

i l l n e s s  p l agu i n g  z i l l i o n s  o f  f o l k s  e ach  w i n t e r .   T h e  i l l n e s s ?   T h e  f l u !  

 “O h !   I  am  co m i n g  d o w n  w i t h  t h e  f l u ! ”  M an y p eo p l e  ex c l a i m .   A f t e r  

gr ab b i n g  t h e i r  p a j am as ,  t h ey ca l l  i n t o  t h e i r  j o b  an d  d ec l a r e  t h e i r  

s i ck n es s .  P e r h ap s  t h ey c r aw l  b ack  i n t o  b ed  f o r  t h e  d ay,  o r  s p en d  t i m e  o n  

t h e  co u ch  w a t ch i n g  s o ap - o p e r a s .   P e r s o n a l l y,  I  h a t e  s i ck n es s .   I  l e a r n ed  

o n e  n i gh t  f r o m  w h e r e  t h e  f l u  co m es .   T h e  l e s s o n  co s t  m e  o v e r  o n e -

h u n d r ed  d o l l a r s  b ecau s e  o f  a  l o s t  n i gh t ’ s  w o r k .  
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 I  w o r k ed  t h i r d  s h i f t  f o r  a  l o ca l  f r e i gh t  s u b s i d i a r y o f  a  m a j o r  

r a i l r o ad  co m p an y.   T h e  w ea t h e r  w as  co l d .   S o o n ,  I  w o u l d  b u n d l e  m ys e l f  

u p  an d  m ak e  m y w ay t o  w o r k  i n  t h e  g r ea t  o u t d o o r s .   I  h ad  o n e  b i g  

p r o b l em :   I  f e l t  a s  t h o u gh  I  h ad  b een  p u l l ed  t h r o u gh  a  k n o t h o l e  

b ack w ar d s .   I  f e l t  f l u - l o u s y t o  s ay t h e  l e a s t .   I  h ad  p r ayed  f o r  r e l i e f  an d  

d i d  n o t  f e e l  b e t t e r .   I  f e l t  l o u s i e r  a s  t i m e  p a s s ed .   I  t o l d  t h e  d ev i l ,  “Y o u  

ge t  o u t  o f  h e r e  i n  J e s u s  N am e!   I  t ak e  au t h o r i t y  o v e r  yo u ,  yo u  f l u  b u g! ”  

 W i t h i n  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  o f  m y s ch ed u l ed  w o r k  p e r i o d ,  t h e  ca l l  w as  

m ad e  t o  t h e  b o s s  t e l l i n g  h i m  I  w as  s i ck  an d  w o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e r e  t h a t  n i gh t .   

W i t h i n  an  h o u r  a f t e r  c a l l i n g  I  f e l t  f o u r - t h o u s an d  p e r cen t  b e t t e r .   

In s t an t l y ,  I  k n ew  w h a t  h ad  h ap p en ed .   I  ex c l a i m ed ,  “D ev i l ,  I  h av e  yo u  

n o w ! ”   I  t h en  p u r p o s ed  i n  m y h ea r t  t h e  n ex t  t i m e ,  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a  n ex t  

t i m e ,  I  w o u l d  k i ck  i n  S a t an ’ s  t e e t h  i n  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s .  

 A r o u n d  C h r i s t m as  t i m e  m y en t i r e  f am i l y,  i n c l u d i n g  m e ,  w as  r ea l l y  

u n d e r  t h e  w ea t h e r .   T h e  f l u  b u g  s eem ed  t o  d r i p  o f f  u s .   I  w en t  

i m m ed i a t e l y t o  t h e  cu p b o a r d  an d  g r ab b ed  m y o l i v e  o i l .   I  an o i n t ed  an d  

p r ayed  f o r  ev e r y o n e  o f  u s  u n d e r  t h e  au t h o r i t y  o f  J e s u s ’  W o r d  w r i t t en  i n  

M a t t h ew  1 0 : 1 ,  “A n d  w h en  J e s u s  h ad  ca l l ed  u n t o  h i m  h i s  t w e l v e  d i s c i p l e s ,  

h e  gav e  t h em  p o w er  a g a i n s t  u n c l ean  s p i r i t s ,  t o  c a s t  t h em  o u t ,  an d  t o  h ea l  

a l l  m an n e r  o f  s i ck n es s  an d  a l l  m an n e r  o f  d i s ea s e . ”   I  r e a s o n ed ,  I  am  a  

d i s c i p l e  o f  J e s u s  b ecau s e  I  l i v e  b y t h e  W o r d s  H e  s p o k e  a s  r e co r d ed  i n  

J o h n  1 5 : 7 , 8 ,  “ I f  ye  ab i d e  i n  m e ,  an d  m y w o r d s  ab i d e  i n  yo u ,  ye  s h a l l  a s k  

w h a t  ye  w i l l ,  an d  i t  s h a l l  b e  d o n e  u n t o  yo u .   H e r e i n  i s  m y Fa t h e r  

g l o r i f i ed ,  t h a t  ye  b ea r  m u ch  f r u i t ;  s o  s h a l l  ye  b e  m y d i s c i p l e s . ”   I  w as  a  

d i s c i p l e  o f  J e s u s .   T h e  d ev i l  h ad  m ad e  m e  m ad ,  an d  I  w as  go i n g  t o  w i n  

b ec au s e  I  h ad  G o d ’ s  W o r d  o n  i t .  

 J e s u s  w as  g i v en  a  N am e  ab o v e  ev e r y n am e ,  an d  t h e  n am e  f l u  w as  

d e f i n i t e l y b en ea t h  H i m .   I  w as  n o t  ab o u t  t o  b en d  m y k n ee  t o  t h e  d ev i l  an d  

h i s  f l u  w h en  I  h ad  m y b i g  b r o t h e r ,  J e s u s .   A s  I  p r ep a r ed  t o  go  t o  w o r k  m y 

b r o t h e r  S t ev e ,  c a l l ed  r eq u es t i n g  p r aye r .   W o u l d  I  co m e  o v e r  t o  an o i n t  an d  
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p r ay f o r  h i m ?   I  ag r eed  t o  s t o p  a t  h i s  h o m e  w h i l e  I  w as  en r o u t e  t o  t h e  

j o b .  

 I  w a l k ed  i n t o  m y b r o t h e r ’ s  h o m e ,  an d  p r ayed  f o r  h i m .   W e  t a l k ed  

ab o u t  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .   W e  t a l k ed  ab o u t  G o d ’ s  b l e s s i n gs .   W e  r e j o i ced  

b ecau s e  b y H i s  s t r i p e s  w e  w e r e  h ea l ed  a s  c i t ed  i n  Is a i ah  5 3 : 5 .   I  l e f t  h i s  

h o m e  an d  h ead ed  f o r  w o r k .  D u r i n g  t h e  n i gh t ,  a l l  s ym p t o m s  o f  w h a t  I  w as  

f i gh t i n g  l e f t  m e .   I  h ad  n o  i d ea  w h en  t h ey l e f t .   I  f e l t  f i t !  

 In  Is a i ah  3 3 : 2 4 ,  w e  r ead :  “A n d  t h e  i n h ab i t an t  s h a l l  n o t  s ay,  I  am  

s i ck .  .  .  . ”   T h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  s a i d  I  w as  s i ck .   I  s u ccu m b ed  t o  t h e  p h ys i ca l ,  

t o  t h e  d ev i l  an d  h i s  w o r k .   T h e  s eco n d  t i m e ,  I  w o u l d  n o t  an d  d i d  n o t  s ay,  

“ I  am  s i ck . ”   T h e  B i b l e  s ays  t h a t  G o d  s en t  H i s  W o r d  an d  h ea l ed ,  P s a l m s  

1 0 7 : 2 0 .   A l l  w h o  d a r e  t o  s t an d  i n  f a i t h  o f  G o d ' s  W o r d  w i l l  ex p e r i en ce  

s p i r i t u a l  s u cce s s .   G o d ’ s  W o r d  i s  f o r  a l l  w h o  w i l l  “d o ”  w h a t  t h e  W o r d  

s ays .   A c t i n g  o n  w h a t  i s  w r i t t en  i n  t h e  B i b l e  b y f a i t h  w i l l  ga r n e r  r e s u l t s .   

I  am  s i n ce r e l y i n t e r e s t ed  i n  r e s u l t s ,  h o w  ab o u t  yo u ?  
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2 1  

‘ T IL D E A T H  U S  D O  P A R T  

 

 I  h ad  j u s t  r e t u r n ed  t o  t h e  A i r  Fo r ce  b a s e  w h e r e  I  w as  s t a t i o n ed ,  

f r o m  a  t w en t y- o n e  d ay t r i p  t o  t h e  S o u t h  P ac i f i c  i s l an d s .   I  h u r r i ed  t o  t h e  

m a i l  b o x  h o p i n g  t o  f i n d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  s t a t e s i d e  l e t t e r  f r o m  e i t h e r  m y 

p a r en t s  o r  f r i en d s .  

 I  l o o k ed  t h r o u gh  t h e  l i t t l e  w i n d o w  i n  t h e  p o s t  b o x  d o o r  an d  s p i ed  a  

l e t t e r .   H u r r i ed l y,  I  o p en ed  t h e  d o o r ,  g r ab b ed  t h e  l e t t e r  an d  o b s e r v ed  i t  

h ad  co m e  f r o m  s o m eo n e  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w .   I  t o r e  o f f  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  

en v e l o p e  an d  u n f o l d ed  t h e  l e t t e r .  

 I  h ad  u p  t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  n ev e r  r e ce i v ed  a  l e t t e r  s u ch  a s  t h e  o n e  i n  m y 

h an d .   A  g i r l  n am ed  N i ck ee ,  ye s ,  t h e  o n e  I  am  m ar r i ed  t o ,  h ad  w r i t t en  

t e l l i n g  m e  o f  h e r  d o g ,  b i r d ,  an d  h o w  o l d  s h e  w as .   I  r e ad  f u r t h e r ,  “ I ’ m  

j u s t  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  l e t  yo u  k n o w  w e  a r e  ge t t i n g  m ar r i ed ! ”   I  

t h o u gh t  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  s o m e  m i s t ak e .   I  l o o k ed  a t  t h e  en v e l o p e .   N o ,  m y 

n am e  w as  o n  t h e  en v e l o p e ;  I  w as  t h e  ad d r e s s ee .  

 “D ea r  D av i d , ”  I  r e ad .  
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 “Y eah ,  t h a t ’ s  m e  a l l  r i gh t ,  b u t  w h o  i s  t h i s  g i r l ? ”   I  w r o t e  h o m e .  

 By r e t u r n  m a i l ,  m y m o t h e r  i n f o r m ed  m e  t h a t  t h e  g i r l  N i ck ee  w as  h e r  

h a i r d r e s s e r .   M o m  h ad  h ad  a  r u n n i n g  j o k e  w i t h  N i ck ee ,  an d  d a r ed  h e r  t o  

w r i t e  m e  a  l e t t e r ,  an d  s h e  d i d .   M y m o t h e r  go t  t h e  l e t t e r  f r o m  N i ck ee  an d  

s en t  i t .   F r o m  t h a t  t i m e  o n ,  I  w as  f i l l ed  w i t h  cu r i o s i t y  ab o u t  t h a t  g i r l .   I  

w r o t e  h e r  r i gh t  aw ay.   I  t o l d  h e r  I  t h o u gh t  ge t t i n g  m ar r i ed  w as  a  g r ea t  

i d ea .   I  a s k ed  h e r  t o  p l ea s e  t e l l  m e  w h en  t h e  ev en t  w as  t o  h ap p en ,  an d  I  

w o u l d  s en d  h e r  m y l i s t  o f  gu es t s .   S h e  r e s p o n d ed  b y s ayi n g ,  “W e ’ l l  w a i t  

an d  s ee . ”  

 A  f ew  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  I  s a t  u p  i n  b ed  o n e  m o r n i n g  an d  d ec l a r ed ,  “ I  am  

go i n g  h o m e! ”   I  s e t  ab o u t  t o  o b t a i n  l e av e ,  an d  f l ew  h o m e  f r o m  t h e  O r i en t .  

 M y a r r i v a l  s u r p r i s ed  m y en t i r e  f am i l y b ecau s e  I  h ad  n o t  t o l d  

an yo n e .   A s  I  w a l k ed  t h r o u gh  t h e  d o o r  o f  m y p a r en t ’ s  h o m e ,  I  a s k ed ,  

“W h er e  i s  s h e? ”   A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  s h o ck  o f  s ee i n g  m e  t h e r e  i n  h e r  h o m e  

r a t h e r  t h an  o v e r s ea s ,  m y m o t h e r  s e t t l ed  h e r s e l f  d o w n ,  an d  l e f t  t o  ge t  

N i ck ee .  

 N i ck ee  an d  I  d a t ed  each  o t h e r  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  t w en t y d ays  I  w as  

h o m e .   S h e  s a i d  s h e  w o u l d  n ever  b eco m e  m ar r i ed .   T en  d ays  a f t e r  I  m e t  

h e r ,  I  a s k ed  h e r  t o  m a r r y m e .   W as  s h e  s u r p r i s ed ?  

 W e  w en t  t o  a  v e r y n i ce  r e s t au r an t  f o r  d i n n e r  o n e  ev en i n g .   

O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  r e s t au r an t  h ad  b een  a  h o m e ,  an  o l d  t w o - s t o r y t yp e .   T h e  

r en o v a t ed  h o u s e  w as  b eau t i f u l .   I  a s k ed  N i ck ee  t o  m a r r y m e  w h en  I  t o o k  

h e r  b ack  t o  h e r  c a r .   S h e  s a i d  s h e  w o u l d  t h i n k  ab o u t  m y p r o p o s a l .  

 T h e  n ex t  d ay w e  v i s i t ed  a  j ew e l r y s t o r e  t o  p i ck  o u t  a  w ed d i n g  r i n g .   

T h e  r i n g  w as  v e r y s i m p l e ,  ye t  b eau t i f u l .  N i ck ee  w as  r a t h e r  n e r v o u s  ab o u t  

b e i n g  m ar r i ed .   T o  p u t  h e r  m i n d  a t  e a s e  I  t o l d  h e r  an  en gagem en t  d i d  n o t  

m ean  w e  m u s t  b e  m ar r i ed  t o m o r r o w .   N o w ,  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w as  m o r e  t o  

h e r  l i k i n g .  

 W e  s p en t  t en  m o r e  f u n - f i l l ed  d ays  t o ge t h e r .   D ays  m e l t ed  o n e  i n t o  

an o t h e r .   W e  w e r e  v e r y m u ch  i n  l o v e .   By t h e  t i m e  I  w as  t o  l e av e  f o r  m y 
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r e t u r n  t o  t h e  O r i en t ,  N i ck ee  t o l d  m e  s h e  w o u l d  m ar r y m e  w h en  I  r e t u r n ed  

f r o m  o v e r s ea s .  

 T h e  m o n t h s  r em a i n i n g  u n t i l  m y r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s t a t e s  s eem ed  en d l e s s .   

A s  w e  l a t e r  d i s cu s s ed  w i t h  each  o t h e r ,  d o u b t s  a s s a i l ed  u s ,  b u t  l e t t e r s  

h e l p ed .   T i m e ,  h o w ev e r ,  m a r ch ed  o n  an d  f i n a l l y  t h e  t i m e  cam e  f o r  m e  t o  

r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  A f t e r  b o a r d i n g  t h e  a i r p l an e  a f f ec t i o n a t e l y k n o w n  a s  

“ t h e  f r eed o m  b i r d ”  I  s e t t l ed  i n t o  m y s ea t  f o r  t h e  l o n g  t r i p  h o m e .  

 I  a r r i v ed  a t  T r av i s  A i r  Fo r ce  Bas e ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  an d  r an  t o  a  

r e s t r o o m .   I  ch an ged  f r o m  m i l i t a r y t o  c i v i l i an  b y q u i ck l y t r ad i n g  m y 

m i l i t a r y u n i f o r m  f o r  s t r e e t  c l o t h e s .   T h e  ch an ge  t o o k  o n l y m o m en t s ,  an d  I  

s cu r r i ed  t o  b o a r d  an o t h e r  p l an e  b o u n d  f o r  E u gen e ,  O r ego n ,  w h e r e  m y 

f am i l y an d  N i ck ee  w a i t ed  i m p a t i en t l y .   

 I  w a l k ed  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  an d  s aw  m y m o t h e r .   N i ck ee  r an  a r o u n d  t h e  

co r n e r  an d  w r ap p ed  a  b i g  h u g  a r o u n d  m e .   I  h u gged  m y m o m ,  t o o .   I  w as  

h o m e  aga i n .  

  N i ck ee  an d  I  p r ep a r ed  f o r  o u r  m a r r i age .   W e  w e r e  t o  b e  m ar r i ed  i n  

R e n o ,  N ev ad a ,  s i x  d ays  l a t e r .  N i ck ee ’ s  s i s t e r  an d  h e r  b o yf r i en d  w en t  w i t h  

u s  t o  s t an d  a s  w i t n e s s e s .   T h e  t r i p  t o o k  a l l  n i gh t ;  w e  a r r i v ed  i n  t o w n  t h e  

n ex t  m o r n i n g .   W e  w e r e  m ar r i ed  an d  h ead ed  b ack  h o m e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d ay.   

W o w !   W h a t  a  t r i p ;  i t  a l l  h ap p en ed  s o  q u i ck l y.  

 E v e r yo n e  w as  t i r ed  d u e  t o  t h e  w h i r l w i n d  t r i p .   E x cep t  f o r  an  

o cca s i o n a l  co m m en t  ab o u t  t h e  s cen e r y,  n o  o n e  s p o k e .   T h e  v i ew  o f  t h e  

t e r r a i n  a l o n g  t h e  w ay w as  ex t r ao r d i n a r y.   I  w as  t h i n k i n g  o f  a  n i ce  h o t  cu p  

o f  co f f ee  t o  w ak e  m e  u p ;  a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  w e r e  q u i e t .   S u d d en l y,  t h e  

s o u n d  o f  a  c r o w i n g  r o o s t e r  s h a t t e r ed  t h e  p eace .   M y n ew  s i s t e r - i n - l aw  

t h o u gh t  s h e  w o u l d  d o  s o m e t h i n g  t o  en l i v en  ev e r yo n e .   Be l i ev e  m e  i t  d i d ;  

w e  h ad  a  go o d  t i m e .  

 Fo r  t h e  n ex t  co u p l e  o f  yea r s ,  o u r  m a r r i age  w as  p r e t t y  r o ck y.   

N o r m a l l y,  r o u gh  ed ges  a r e  r em o v ed  d u r i n g  co u r t s h i p ;  o u r s  w e r e  r em o v ed  
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a f t e r  w e  w e r e  m ar r i ed .   I  l i k en ed  i t  t o  t w o  ch a i n s aw s  t e a r i n g  a f t e r  o n e  

an o t h e r .  

 B i g  p e r s o n a l i t y  co n f l i c t s  d o  n o t  l en d  t h em s e l v e s  t o  m u ch  p eace ;  

t r u t h f u l l y ,  n o  p eace  w as  t o  b e  h ad  a t  an y  p r i c e .   W e  a r gu ed  a  l o t .  

 A f t e r  I  w as  d i s ch a r ged  f r o m  t h e  A i r  f o r ce ,  w e  b egan  a t t en d i n g  

ch u r ch ,  an d  a s  m u ch  a s  w e  k n ew  w e  w e r e  t r yi n g  t o  l i v e  l i f e  a s  C h r i s t i an s .   

T h e  o n l y t h i n g  w as  n o t h i n g  w as  h ap p en i n g .   O n e  d ay,  a f t e r  an  e s p ec i a l l y  

g r i m  h as s l e ,  N i ck ee  an d  I  s a t  d o w n  an d  t o o k  s t o ck  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

 W e  b o t h  w an t ed  t h e  m ar r i age  t o  w o r k  d e s p i t e  o u r  co n t i n u a l  h a s s l e s .   

W e  r ea l l y  d i d  l o v e  each  o t h e r .   W e  h u r t  b ecau s e  w e  h u r t  e ach  o t h e r .   I  

w an t ed  h e r  t o  ch an ge  t o  f i t  m y ya r d s t i ck ;  s h e  w an t ed  m e  t o  l e av e  h e r  

a l o n e ,  an d  s o  ‘ r o u n d  an d  ‘ r o u n d .   T h e  b i ck e r i n g  h ad  t o  s t o p  i f  w e  w e r e  t o  

r em a i n  t o ge t h e r .   W e  p r ayed .   A s  k i n d  o f  an  a s i d e ,  I  h ea r d  a  s t o r y o f  a  

g r o u p  o f  p eo p l e  w h o  w e r e  ex p e r i en c i n g  s e r i o u s  d i f f i cu l t i e s .   O n e  i n  t h e i r  

gr o u p  an n o u n ced ,  “Le t ’ s  p r ay! ”   S o m eo n e  r e t o r t ed  w i t h ,  “H as  i t  co m e  t o  

t h a t ? ”   I t  h ad  f o r  u s .   W e  d e s p a i r ed ,  an d  b egan  t o  p r ay.  

 W e  p r ayed  ab o u t  o u r  p r o b l em s  w i t h  o u r s e l v e s  an d  each  o t h e r .   W e  

a s k ed  G o d  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  o n  o u r  b eh a l f  l e s t  w e  s u cce s s f u l l y  d e s t r o y t h e  

m ar r i age .   W e  w en t  t h r o u g h  t h e  b i b l e  s ea r ch i n g  f o r  s c r i p t u r e  t o  e l i m i n a t e  

o u r  s en s e  o f  u t t e r  h e l p l e s s n es s .   W e  w e r e  w o e f u l l y i gn o r an t  ab o u t  G o d ’ s  

W o r d .   W e  f o u n d  i n  P h i l i p p i an s  2 : 9 - 1 1  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  “W h er e f o r e  G o d  

a l s o  h a t h  h i gh l y ex a l t ed  h i m ,  an d  g i v en  h i m  a  n am e  w h i ch  i s  ab o v e  e v e r y 

n am e .   T h a t  a t  t h e  n am e  o f  J e s u s  ev e r y k n ee  s h o u l d  b o w  o f  t h i n g s  i n  

h eav en ,  an d  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  ea r t h ,  an d  t h i n g s  u n d e r  t h e  ea r t h  an d  t h a t  ev e r y 

t o n gu e  s h o u l d  co n f e s s  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  Lo r d  t o  t h e  g l o r y o f  G o d  t h e  Fa t h e r . ”   

T h a t  w as  i t !   W e  w o u l d  m ak e  J e s u s  t h e  Lo r d  o v e r  o u r  m a r r i age !   W e  b o t h  

p r ayed  an d  d ec l a r ed  J e s u s  t o  b e  Lo r d  o f  o u r  m a r r i age .   W e  d e s p e r a t e l y 

n eed ed  H i m  t o  b i n d  i t  u p ,  an d  h ea l  i t .   W e  a l s o  a s k ed  f o r g i v en es s  o f  o n e  

an o t h e r .   W e  p r o m i s ed  each  o t h e r  t o  k eep  o u r  eye s  o n  J e s u s ,  k eep i n g  H i m  

f i r s t  i n  o u r  l i v e s  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l l y an d  co l l e c t i v e l y.   In  s o  d o i n g ,  G o d  



114 

 

w o u l d  d o  t h e  r e s t ,  an d  H e  d i d .   W e  j u s t  c e l eb r a t ed  o u r  t w en t y - s eco n d  

yea r  t o ge t h e r  i n  t h e  Lo r d .  

 S u cces s  d o es  n o t  h ap p en  o v e r n i gh t ,  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e  t i m e  an yw ay;  i t  

c e r t a i n l y d i d  n o t  h e r e .   V i d a l  S a s s o o n ,  t h e  f am o u s  h a i r s t yl i s t ,  s a i d ,  “T h e  

o n l y t i m e  s u cce s s  co m es  b e f o r e  w o r k  i s  i n  t h e  d i c t i o n a r y. ”   W e  s en s ed  

t h e  p r e s en ce  o f  G o d ’ s  S p i r i t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  h o m e ,  t h a t  d ay.   Fo r  o n ce  i n  o u r  

m ar r i age  w e  ac t u a l l y  b e l i ev ed  w e  ac t u a l l y  co u l d  l i v e  t o ge t h e r  “ ‘ T i l  d ea t h  

d o  u s  p a r t . ”  

 Y o u  m ay go  t h r o u gh  r o u gh  an d  t o u gh  t i m es  yo u r s e l f ,  o r  yo u  m ay 

k n o w  o f  s o m e  w h o  a r e .   R em em b er ,  n o t h i n g  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  G o d .   A l l  

t h i n gs  a r e  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h em  w h o  b e l i ev e .   T w o  m u s t  ag r ee  i n  a  m a r r i age  t o  

m ak e  t h e  m ar r i age  w o r k .   P r e - co n ce i v ed  i d ea s ,  r o l e  m o d e l s  an d  a l l  o t h e r  

n ega t i v e  t h i n gs  l i k e  t h a t  m u s t  go  i n t o  t h e  t r a s h .   W e  n eed  t o  a l l o w  o u r  

p a r t n e r  t o  g r o w  an d  d ev e l o p .   D o  n o t  w o r r y w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  yo u  w i l l  l i k e  

w h a t  t h ey a r e  b eco m i n g  i n  t h e  Lo r d .   C o n ce r n  yo u r s e l f  w i t h  G o d ’ s  w o r k  

i n  yo u .  

 S u cces s f u l  C h r i s t i an  m ar r i age s  s t ay t o ge t h e r  b ecau s e  J e s u s  i s  Lo r d .   

G o d  m u s t  b e  a t  t h e  c en t e r  o f  t h e  f am i l y b ecau s e  t h e  d ev i l  i s  t r yi n g  s o  

v e r y h a r d  t o  t e a r  i t  ap a r t .   A gr eem en t  p o w er  i n  a  m a r r i age ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  

ag r eem en t  t o  l e t  J e s u s  r u l e  t h e  f am i l y i s  p o w er f u l  s t u f f ,  an d  t h e  d ev i l  

h a t e s  i t .   W i t h  G o d  o n  yo u r  s i d e ,  yo u  can  n o t  f a i l  i f ,  w h en  yo u  ca l l  o n  

H i m ,  yo u  l e t  H i m  d o  H i s  p e r f ec t  w o r k  i n  yo u r  l i f e .  

 G o d  i s  i n  t h e  h ea l i n g  an d  b i n d i n g - u p  b u s i n e s s .   D o  n o t  w a i t  u n t i l  

co m p l e t e  d i s a s t e r  s t r i k e s  t o  s eek  G o d .  
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2 2  

W A S H E R S ,  BE W A R E !  

 

 M y w i f e  an d  I  c am e  ac r o s s  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  i n  P h i l i p p i an s  2 : 9 - 1 1  w h i ch  

s ays ,  “W h er e f o r e  G o d  a l s o  h a t h  h i gh l y ex a l t ed  h i m  an d  g i v en  h i m  a  n am e  

w h i ch  i s  ab o v e  ev e r y n am e  t h a t  a t  t h e  n am e  o f  J e s u s  ev e r y k n ee  s h o u l d  

b o w  o f  t h i n g s  i n  h eav en  an d  t h i n g s  i n  e a r t h  an d  t h i n g s  u n d e r  t h e  ea r t h  

an d  t h a t  ev e r y t o n gu e  s h o u l d  co n f e s s  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  Lo r d  t o  t h e  g l o r y o f  

G o d  t h e  Fa t h e r . ”   W e  n o t ed  t h e  w o r d s ,  “ .  .  . [ N ] am e  ab o v e  ev e r y n am e .  .  

. [ E ] v e r y k n ee  s h o u l d  b o w . ”  

 I  h av e  h ea r d  p eo p l e  s ay t h i s ,  “ In  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  t h i s  s c r i p t u r e ,  

‘ t h i n gs ’  m ean s  p eo p l e . ”   A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  w o r d  “ t h i n gs ”  w as  n o t  i n  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  t ex t ,  b u t  w e r e  ad d ed  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .   Fu r t h e r ,  t h ey ad v i s e  t h i s  

s c r i p t u r e  d o es  n o t  l en d  i t s e l f  t o  co v e r i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  I  am  go i n g  t o  

p r e s en t .   M y r e s p o n s e  i s  a l l  t h i n gs  a r e  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h em  t h a t  b e l i ev e .   

W h en  t h e  Lo r d  q u i ck en s  a  p a r t i cu l a r  s c r i p t u r e  t o  w e  C h r i s t i an s ,  w e  can  

s t an d  o n  i t ;  t h a t  i s ,  l i v e  b y i t .   W e  a r e  s t r en g t h en ed  b y t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  

an d  ab l e  t o  d o  t h e  s eem i n g l y i m p o s s i b l e .  
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 J e s u s  N am e  i s  ab o v e  ev e r yt h i n g  t h a t  h a s  a  n am e .   E v e r y n am e  m u s t  

b o w  b ecau s e  t h e  n am e  a s c r i b ed  t o  i t  i s  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s .   

R i gh t ?   I  am  q u i t e  s u r e  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  w h o  w o u l d  co n s i d e r  m e  a  l u n a t i c ,  

b u t  a t  l e a s t ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  n o  b r ag ,  w e  a r e  s ee i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  b e l i ev i n g  

G o d ’ s  W o r d ;  r e s u l t s  a r e  w h a t  co u n t s .  

 M y w i f e  c am e  i n  o n e  d ay an d  ca l m l y i n f o r m ed  m e  t h e  w as h i n g  

m ach i n e  w o u l d  n o t  s p i n  o u t  t h e  w a t e r .   I  t o l d  h e r  I  w o u l d  ch eck  o n  t h e  

p r o b l em .   I  w en t  t o  t h e  ga r ag e  w h e r e  t h e  w as h e r  w as  l o ca t ed .   I  s t o o d  

b e f o r e  t h e  m ach i n e .   I  r an  a  ch eck  o n  t h e  s ys t em ,  r u n n i n g  t h e  w as h e r  

t h r o u gh  a l l  o f  i t s  cyc l e s ;  n o  go o d .   T h e  w a t e r  r em a i n ed  i n  t h e  w as h e r .   I  

h av e  a s  m u ch  s av v y ab o u t  a  w as h e r  a s  s o m e  d o  ab o u t  s t e r eo s .   W h en  t h e  

w a s h i n g  m ach i n e  i s  t u r n ed  o n  i t  s h o u l d  w o r k  p r o p e r l y.   In  t h i s  c a s e  

i gn o r an ce  w as  r am p an t  ab o u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  w as h i n g  m ach i n e s ,  b u t  w e  

w e r e  n o t  w i t h o u t  r e co u r s e .  

 K n o w i n g  w h a t  t h e  w o r d  s a i d ,  I  a c t ed  b y s t a t i n g ,  “W as h e r ,  yo u  h av e  

a  n am e  w h i ch  i s  b en ea t h  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s .   Y o u  b e  h ea l ed  i n  J e s u s  

N am e . ”   I  r an  t h e  w as h e r ,  aga i n ,  t h r o u gh  a l l  i t s  w as h  an d  r i n s e  cyc l e s .   

T h e  w a t e r  r em a i n ed  i n  t h e  w as h  t u b .   A s  I  s t o o d  t h e r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  

w as h e r ,  I  h ea r d  a  s o u n d  b eh i n d  m e .   La r r y,  a  n e i gh b o r  w h o  l i v ed  n ea r b y 

w a s  r i d i n g  u p  o u r  d r i v ew ay o n  h i s  b i cyc l e .   I  w av ed  an d  i n v i t ed  h i m  i n t o  

t h e  ga r age .  

 La r r y a s k ed  m e  h o w  t h i n gs  w e r e  go i n g .   H e  w as  o u t  r i d i n g  an d  

t h o u gh t  h e  w o u l d  co m e  b y o u r  h o m e .   T h e  i r o n y l ay i n  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  La r r y 

h ad  n ev e r  b een  t o  o u r  h o m e .   H e  h ad  a  l o v e l y w i f e  an d  f am i l y,  an d  h e  

u s u a l l y s p en t  h i s  f r e e  t i m e  t i n k e r i n g  i n  h i s  ga r age .  

 I  ex p l a i n ed  t h e  p r o b l em  o f  h o w  t h e  w a t e r  w o u l d  n o t  d r a i n  o u t  o f  t h e  

w as h e r .   H e  t o l d  m e  t h e  p r o b l em  w as  a  w o r n  o u t  p u m p .   W h en  I  a s k ed  

h o w  h e  k n ew  t h a t ,  h e  ex p l a i n ed  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p u m p  w as  t o  d r aw  

w a t e r  i n  an d  o u t  o f  t h e  m ach i n e .   T h a t  w as  i t ;  t h e  w as h e r  n eed ed  a  n ew  

p u m p .  
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 W e  w e r e  s h o r t  o f  f u n d s  t o  b u y a  n ew  p u m p .   I  d i d  n o t  h av e  t h e  

m o n ey t o  b u y a  n ew  w as h e r  o r  s u m m o n  a  r ep a i r m an .   La r r y t o l d  m e  n o t  t o  

w o r r y,  b ecau s e  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l aw  o w n ed  an  ap p l i an ce  p a r t  s t o r e  n o t  f a r  

aw ay.   I f  h e  co u l d  u s e  m y t e l ep h o n e  h e  w o u l d  ca l l  t o  s ee  i f  a  p a r t  w as  

av a i l ab l e .   La r r y’ s  c a l l  w as  s u cce s s f u l ,  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l aw  h ad  a  p a r t  an d  

t h e  t o t a l  co s t  w o u l d  b e  ab o u t  s ev en t een  d o l l a r s .   S i n ce  h e  w as  p r ep a r i n g  

t o  c l o s e  t h e  s h o p  f o r  t h e  ev en i n g ,  h e  a s k ed  u s  t o  co m e  b y an d  ge t  t h e  p a r t  

t h e  n ex t  d ay.  

 T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d ay I  co l l e c t ed  La r r y,  an d  t o ge t h e r  w e  w en t  t o  t h e  

ap p l i an ce  p a r t s  s t o r e .   H av i n g  o n l y t o  p ay d ea l e r ’ s  co s t  p l ea s ed  m e  

b eyo n d  w o r d s .   I  p a i d  f o r  t h e  p a r t ,  an d  s i n ce  La r r y h ad  o t h e r  t h i n gs  t o  d o  

I  d r o p p ed  h i m  o f f  a t  h i s  h o m e  a l o n g  w i t h  m an y t h an k s .  

 N ea r l y an  h o u r  w as  r eq u i r ed  t o  r ep l ace  t h e  d e f ec t i v e  p u m p .   I  h ad  

ab s o l u t e l y n o  i d ea  w h a t  I  w as  d o i n g .   P e r f ec t ,  I  w o u l d  l e a r n  s o m e t h i n g  

n ew .   A f t e r  I  f i n i s h ed  t h e  j o b  I  s e t  t h e  w as h e r  u p r i gh t  an d  r an  t h e  

m ach i n e  t h r o u gh  i t s  w as h  an d  r i n s e  cyc l e s  aga i n .   T h e  n ew  p a r t  w o r k ed  

p e r f ec t l y .   M y w i f e  an d  I  p r a i s ed  G o d .  

 W h en  I  p r ayed  f o r  t h e  w as h e r  t o  b e  h ea l ed ,  I  ex p ec t ed  s o m e t h i n g  t o  

h ap p en .   I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  h o w  t h e  h ea l i n g  w o u l d  b e  m an i f e s t .   I  j u s t  k n ew  

t h e  w as h e r  w o u l d  b e  h ea l ed ,  f i x ed .  

 G o d  i s  g r ea t ,  an d  H i s  u n d e r s t an d i n g  i s  m a t ch l e s s .   H e  i s  r e ad y an d  

w i l l i n g  t o  an s w er  t h e  f a r t h e s t  r e ach es  o f  f a i t h .   O u r  n a t u r a l  t h i n k i n g  

p r o ce s s  w i l l  s e em  t o  s c r eam ;  a l l  n a t u r a l  r a t i o n a l e  w i l l  r eb e l .   T h i s  f a c t  

r em a i n s :   n o  p r o b l em  i s  t o o  t o u gh  f o r  G o d .   W h en  w e  s t an d  f i r m  o n  t h e  

W o r d ,  s o m e t h i n g  h a s  t o  m o v e .   T h e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  m o v e  i s  

ev e r yt h i n g .   N o  m a t t e r  w h a t  w e  s ee  o r  f e e l ,  w e  b e l i ev e  an d  ac t  o n  t h e  

W o r d  b ecau s e  i t  i s  t h e  l an gu age  o f  G o d .  D i d  n o t  G o d  b r i n g  t h e  w o r l d  i n t o  

ex i s t en ce  w i t h  H i s  W o r d ?  
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2 3  

W H A T  A R E  ID O LS ?  

 

 S o m e t i m es  o n e  m ay u n w i t t i n g l y f i n d  t h em s e l v e s  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  an  

i d o l ,  an  o b j ec t  o f  w o r s h i p  o r  ad o r a t i o n .   S o m e t i m es  o n e  m ay k n o w i n g l y 

o b t a i n  t h e  d e t e s t ab l e  t h i n gs  a s  “ a r t  o b j ec t s ”  u n k n o w l ed geab l e  o f  t h e  

i m p ac t  t h ey w i l l  h av e  o n  a  h o m e .   I  c e r t a i n l y k n ew  w h a t  I  w as  d o i n g  

w h en  I  b o u gh t  m y l i t t l e  i d o l .  

 T h e  a r t i s t r y w as  s u p e r b ;  a  b eau t i f u l  w o r k  o f  a r t .   T h e  o b j ec t  o f  m y 

a t t en t i o n  w as  a  h an d  ca r v ed  p i ece  o f  w o o d  ap p r o x i m a t e l y f i f t e en  i n ch es  

h i gh .   T h e  s t a t u e  d ep i c t ed  a  v e r y o l d  m an  d r e s s ed  i n  f l o w i n g  r o b es  an d  

l e an i n g  o n  a  s t a f f .   A  b ea r d  h ad  b een  ca r v ed  i n t o  t h e  w o o d .   T h e  t o p  o f  

t h e  h ead  w as  r a t h e r  l a r ge  an d  b a l d ;  a  l a r ge r  h ead  t h an  i s  co n s i d e r ed  

n o r m a l  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y.   T h e  w o o d  w as  w h a t  ap p ea r ed  t o  b e  M o n k ey - P o d ,  a  

h eav y w o o d  t h e  s cu l p t o r  h ad  f i n i s h ed  w i t h  s o m e  s o r t  o f  o i l  r u b .  

 O k i n aw an s  k n ew  t h e  s t a t u e  a s  t h e  “go d  o f  l o n g  l i f e . ”   T h e  i d o l  w as  

an  o b j ec t  o f  w o r s h i p  b ecau s e  t h e  p eo p l e  b e l i ev ed  t h e  go d  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  
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b l e s s i n g  o f  l o n g  l i f e  t o  t h e  i n h ab i t an t s  o f  an y h o m e  i n  w h i ch  t h e  i d o l  w as  

p l aced .   T r ad i t i o n  d i c t a t ed  t h e  s t a t u e  i s  p r o m i n en t l y d i s p l ayed .  

 I  p u r ch as ed  t h e  s t a t u e  i n  O k i n aw a  i n  1 9 7 4  t h i n k i n g  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  

n i ce  ad d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d eco r  o f  m y m i l i t a r y d o r m i t o r y r o o m .   I  d i d  n o t  

b e l i ev e  an y o f  t h e  h o o p l a  ab o u t  i d o l s  an yw ay,  i t  w as  o n l y f o l k l o r e ;  

t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  d i d  n o t  w a r r an t  m y s e r i o u s  a t t en t i o n  b ecau s e  a l l  o f  i t  w as  

h u m b u g .   S i n ce  I  w as  n o t  a  p r ac t i c i n g  b e l i ev e r  i n  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  i t  

w o u l d  h av e  n o  e f f ec t  o n  m e .  I  a l s o  w as  n o t  a  p r ac t i c i n g  C h r i s t i an  t h en  

e i t h e r ;  h av i n g  t h e  i d o l  w as  n o  b i g  d ea l ,  I  w o u l d  k eep  i t .  

 I  f i n i s h ed  m y t o u r  o f  d u t y i n  O k i n aw a  an d  r ece i v ed  o r d e r s  t o  

Lan g l ey A i r  Fo r ce  Bas e ,  V i r g i n i a .   A f t e r  s p en d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y s ev en  

m o n t h s  t h e r e ,  t h e  A i r  Fo r ce  r ea s s i gn ed  m e  t o  M cC h o r d  A i r  Fo r ce  Bas e ,  

W as h i n g t o n .   A l l  t h e  w h i l e  I  h ad  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  i d o l .   O n e  n i gh t  

m y w i f e  an d  I  h ad  a  v e r y u n u s u a l  s p i r i t u a l  ex p e r i en ce .  

 I  r em em b er  l yi n g  o n  m y b ack  i n  b ed  o n e  ev en i n g .   M y w i f e  h ad  

a l r ead y f a l l en  a s l eep .   I  w as  a l m o s t  r e ad y t o  s l i p  i n t o  s l e ep  m ys e l f .   

S u d d en l y,  I  f e l t  a s  t h o u gh  s o m eo n e  j u m p ed  o n  m e ,  an d  t h o u gh  I  co u l d  n o t  

s ee  an yo n e ,  I  r e s i s t ed  w h o m ev e r ,  o r  w h a t ev e r  i t  w as .   T h e  o r d ea l  gav e  m e  

t h e  c r eep s .   A s  I  r e s i s t ed  i n w ar d l y,  I  f e l t  i t  m o v e  f r o m  m e  t o  m y w i f e .   

A p p r o x i m a t e l y t en  t o  f i f t e en  s eco n d s  l a t e r  s h e  s u d d en l y r each ed  o u t  an d  

g r ab b ed  m y a r m .  

 “O h !  Y o u ’ r e  t h e r e ! ”  S h e  ex c l a i m ed .  

 “Y es .  W h a t ’ s  t h e  m a t t e r ? ”  

 “ I  f e l t  l i k e  s o m eo n e  j u m p ed  o n  m e . ”  

 I  t o l d  h e r  t h en  w h a t  h ad  h ap p en ed  t o  m e .   W e  s h r u gged  i t  o f f  an d  

w en t  t o  s l e ep .  

 A f t e r  m y d i s ch a r ge  f r o m  t h e  A i r  Fo r ce ,  w e  m o v ed  t o  P o r t l an d ,  

O r ego n .   W e  b o u gh t  a  l i t t l e  h o m e ,  o u r  f i r s t ,  a  yea r  l a t e r .  

 W e  b egan  a t t en d i n g  a  l i t t l e  N az a r en e  ch u r ch  an d  b ecam e  i n v o l v ed  

w i t h  t h e  yo u t h  g r o u p .   W e  w e r e ,  a t  t h e  s am e  t i m e ,  ex p e r i en c i n g  u p h eav a l  
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i n  o u r  f am i l y b ecau s e  o f  w o r k ,  t h e r e  w as  n o t  en o u gh  o f  i t ;  s ch o o l  w as  a  

h a s s l e ;  an d  m o n ey,  w e  n eed ed  m o r e  j u s t  t o  p ay b i l l s .   O u r  o w n  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  ad j u s t m en t s ,  an d  j u s t  l i f e  i n  p a r t i cu l a r  w e r e  ge t t i n g  t h e  

b e s t  o f  u s .   N e i t h e r  m y w i f e  n o r  I  w e r e  b ap t i z ed  i n  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t ,  

a l t h o u gh  w e  r ea l l y  w e r e  t r yi n g  t o  l i v e  go o d  C h r i s t i an  l i v e s .   N o  m a t t e r  

h o w  h a r d  w e  t r i ed ,  t h e  w o r s e  t h i n gs  b ecam e .   I  t h o u gh t  o f  t h e  i d o l ,  an d  

w o n d e r ed .  .  .  .  

 I  c a l l ed  m y m o t h e r  o n e  ev en i n g  w i t h  a  q u es t i o n .   W as  i t  p o s s i b l e  

t h e  i m m ed i a t e  f am i l y o f  a  p e r s o n  co u l d  b e  o p p r e s s ed  o f  t h e  d ev i l  f o r  

s o m e t h i n g  t h ey h ad  d o n e  o r  k n ew ?   S h e  an s w er ed  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  an d  

w o n d e r ed  w h a t  I  h ad  i n  m i n d .   I  t o l d  h e r  ab o u t  t h e  go d  o f  l o n g  l i f e .   I  

ex p l a i n ed  h o w  I  h ad  co m e  b y i t  an d  w h a t  i t  r ep r e s en t ed .   I  t o l d  h e r  G o d  

h ad  b een  n eed l i n g  m e  ab o u t  i t  f o r  a  w h i l e .   I  h ad  n o t  go t t en  r i d  o f  i t  

b ecau s e  I  l i k ed  t h e  r i ch  w o o d  co l o r  an d  t h e  a r t i s t r y.   R ega r d l e s s ,  I  f e l t  

t h a t  i f  w e  w e r e  t o  h av e  p eace ,  I  w o u l d  h av e  t o  ge t  r i d  o f  t h e  i d o l ;  I  

r e a s o n ed  n o w  w o u l d  b e  t h e  t i m e .  

 R o n ,  t h e  yo u t h  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  ch u r ch  w e  a t t en d ed ,  w as  o v e r  o n e  

ev en i n g .   T o ge t h e r  w i t h  m y w i f e  an d  m e ,  w e  s a t  an d  t a l k ed  ab o u t  t h e  

W o r d  o f  G o d .   T h e  s u b j ec t  o f  i d o l s  b ecam e  a  p o i n t  i n  o u r  co n v e r s a t i o n .   

D u r i n g  t h e  co n v e r s a t i o n  m y w i f e  l e a r n ed  t h e  m ean i n g  o f  t h e  i d o l .   T o  s ay 

s h e  w as  s u r p r i s ed  w as  an  u n d e r s t a t em en t .   I  d ec l a r ed  w e  w o u l d  h av e  t o  

r i d  o u r s e l v e s  o f  t h e  i d o l  i m m ed i a t e l y,  an d  a s  w e  h ad  a  f i r ep l ace ,  I  w o u l d  

t o r ch  t h e  i d o l  i n  t h e  f i r e .   A f t e r w a r d s ,  w e  w o u l d  b e  f r ee  o f  t h e  

r ep r e s en t a t i v e  i n f l u en ce  o f  t h e  i d o l .  

 T h e  f i r e  w as  b l az i n g  t h a t  n i gh t ;  I  a l w ays  l i k ed  t o  h av e  a  h o t  f i r e .   

N o  o n e  co u l d  go  n ea r  t h e  f i r ep l ace  f o r  an y l en g t h  o f  t i m e  b ecau s e  o f  t h e  

h ea t .   I  l e f t  t h e  r o o m  t o  ge t  t h e  i d o l .   W h en  I  r e t u r n ed ,  I  t h r ew  i t  i n t o  t h e  

f i r e .   M y w i f e  go t  u p  an d  l e f t  t h e  r o o m  an d  r e t u r n ed  w i t h  s o m e  m e t a l  

v o o d o o  f i gu r e s  s h e  h ad ,  u p  u n t i l  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h o u gh t  w e r e  r a t h e r  cu t e ;  

t h e s e  t o o ,  w e r e  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e  f i r e .   W e  w a i t ed  an d  w a t ch ed  t o  s ee  a l l  o f  
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t h em  b u r n ;  p a r t i cu l a r l y t h e  w o o d .   W e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  ca s t  i r o n  f i gu r e s  

w o u l d  b u r n .   In t e r e s t i n g l y,  t h e  w o o d  f i gu r e  d i d  n o t  b u r n .   T h e  f i gu r e  w as  

n o t  b l ack en ed  b y t h e  h ea t ,  an d  i t  d i d  n o t  s m o k e ;  i t  j u s t  l ay t h e r e .   T h i s  

w as  v e r y u n u s u a l  co n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f ac t  I  h ad  h ad  i t  s i t t i n g  o n  a  s h e l f  f o r  

ab o u t  t h r ee  yea r s .   T h e r e  w e r e  n o  s p ec i a l  f i n i s h e s  o n  t h e  ca r v i n g  w h i ch  

w o u l d  p r ev en t  b u r n i n g .  

 T h e  a t m o s p h e r e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  b ecam e  v e r y o p p r e s s i v e  a f t e r  I  t h r ew  

t h e  f i gu r e  o n  t h e  f i r e .   C r eep y ch i l l s  r an  a l l  o v e r  u s  a s  w e  s a t  t h e r e .   R o n ,  

d i d  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  t o  t h i n k .   H e  s a t  o n  t h e  ed ge  o f  t h e  s o f a ,  eye s  w i d e  

an d  ex c l a i m ed ,  “W h a t  i s  go i n g  o n ? ”   W e  h ad  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g ,  s o  I  r u s h ed  

o v e r  t o  t h e  f i r ep l ace  an d  p o i n t ed  m y f i n ge r  a t  t h e  i d o l  an d  ye l l ed ,  “Bu r n  

i n  t h e  N am e  o f  J e s u s ,  an d  ge t  o u t  o f  m y h o u s e ! ”   Im m ed i a t e l y t h e  w o o d  

b egan  t o  b u r n .   N o r m a l l y,  w o o d  co n s u m ed  b y f i r e  i s  a  r ed d i s h  o r  o r an ge  

co l o r .   T h i s  w as  n o t  t h e  ca s e ;  b l u e  f i r e  co n s u m ed  t h e  w o o d  u n t i l  t h e  

o b j ec t  w as  a  p i l e  o f  a s h e s .    A s  w e  w a t ch ed  i t  b u r n ,  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  

ch an ged  i n  t h e  h o m e ;  p eace  r e t u r n ed .   W e  p r a i s ed  G o d .  

 I  s i f t ed  t h e  a s h es  i n  t h e  f i r ep l ace  t h e  n ex t  d ay;  t h e  m e t a l  v o o d o o  

f i gu r e s  h ad  d i s ap p ea r ed .   I  h av e  b u r n ed  w o o d  w i t h  n a i l s  i n  i t  b e f o r e ,  an d  

t h e  n a i l s  a l w ays  s h o w ed  u p  i n  t h e  a s h es ,  b u r n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  n ev e r t h e l e s s .   

P eace  w as  r e s t o r ed  t o  o u r  h o m e .   T h e  f e l l o w s h i p  b e t w een  m y w i f e  an d  I  

g r ea t l y  i m p r o v ed  a f t e r  t h e  ep i s o d e  w i t h  t h e  i d o l .  

 P eo p l e  c an  s ay w h a t  t h ey w i l l  co n ce r n i n g  d em o n s  an d  i d o l s .   I  n o w  

b e l i ev e  d em o n s  s o m eh o w  a f f i x  t h em s e l v e s  t o  u n go d l y i d o l s  s u ch  a s  t h i s  

o n e  an d  r ea l l y ,  v e r y m an y m o r e  t yp es .   In  o u r  c a s e  t h e  d em o n  cam e  w i t h  

t h e  i d o l  f r o m  O k i n aw a .   I  l i c en s ed  t h e  d em o n  t o  b e  i n  m y h o m e  b ecau s e  I  

a l l o w ed  t h e  i d o l  i n t o  m y h o m e .  

 D ev i l s  d o  n o t  l i k e  t o  b e  m o v ed  f r o m  t h e  p l ace  t h ey l i k e .   A  go o d  

ex am p l e  i s  w h e r e  J e s u s  m e t  t h e  m ad ,  d ev i l - p o s s e s s ed  m an  o f  G ad e r a .   

T h e  d ev i l s  i m p l o r ed  J e s u s  n o t  t o  s en d  t h em  aw ay f r o m  t h e  co u n t r y w h e r e  
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t h ey w e r e ,  b u t  t o  s en d  t h em  i n t o  t h e  p i gs  t h a t  w e r e  f eed i n g  n ea r b y.   Fo r  

f u r t h e r  r e ad i n g ,  s ee  M ar k  c h ap t e r  f i v e .  

 W h en  w e  b r i n g  t h e s e  h ea t h en  i d o l s  i n t o  o u r  h o m es ,  h o w ev e r  

i gn o r an t l y,  w e  g i v e  t h e  d ev i l  l i c en s e  t o  b o t h e r  u s .   T h e  s ad  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  

w e ,  e i t h e r  t h r o u gh  t h e  m a i l ,  v a r i o u s  t yp es  o f  m agaz i n e s  an d  t h e  l i k e ,  

b r i n g  co u n t l e s s  i d o l s  an d  t h e i r  d em o n s  i n t o  o u r  h o m es .   T h e  d ev i l s  w i l l  

c au s e  h av o c  u n l e s s  w e  p u r ge  t h em  f r o m  o u r  h o m es  b y ge t t i n g  r i d  o f  t h e  

i t em s  t h a t  h o l d  t h em  t h e r e .  

 T h e  o n l y ex p l an a t i o n  I  h av e  f o r  t h e  o cca s i o n  i n  W as h i n g t o n  s t a t e ,  

w h e r e  s o m e t h i n g  j u m p ed  o n  m y w i f e  an d  m e ,  i s  t o  s ay t h e  i d o l  w as  i n  o u r  

h o m e .   I  am  co n v i n ced  w e  w e r e  a t t a ck ed  b y a  d em o n .   O n e  t h i n g  I  c an  

s t a t e ,  a f t e r  w e  go t  r i d  o f  t h e  f i gu r e ,  w e  n ev e r  h ad  an o t h e r  ex p e r i en ce  l i k e  

t h a t  aga i n .  

 S eco n d  C o r i n t h i an s  6 : 1 6  s t a t e s  i n  p a r t ,  “A n d  w h a t  ag r eem en t  h a t h  

t h e  t em p l e  o f  G o d  w i t h  i d o l s ? ”   In  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h a t  s c r i p t u r e  I  s ay,  n o n e .   

T h e  r e s u l t  w as  I  r i d  o u r  h o m e  o f  t h e  o f f en s i v e  i d o l .   I  r e a s o n ed  i f  h av i n g  

i d o l s  w as  o f  n o  r ea l  co n ce r n ,  t h en  t h e  W o r d  w o u l d  n o t  h av e  s p o k en  ab o u t  

i t .   T h e  W o r d  h ad  s p o k en  ab o u t  i t  s o  I  h ad  t o  p ay a t t en t i o n .   By t h e  w ay,  

d o  yo u  h av e  an y i d o l s  i n  yo u r  h o m e?  
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2 4  

W H A T  LA N G U A G E  D O  Y O U  S P E A K ?  

 

 I  gu es s  t h e r e  i s  n o t  an yt h i n g  s o  co n t r o v e r s i a l  i n  t h e  b o d y o f  C h r i s t  

t h an  t h e  s u b j ec t  o f  s p eak i n g  i n  o t h e r  t o n gu es .   C o n t en t i o n s  h av e  a r i s en  i n  

m a i n l i n e  d en o m i n a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  t o p i c  o f  t o n gu es  t h a t  h av e  r e s u l t ed  i n  

t h e  s p l i t t i n g  o f  ch u r ch es .   T h es e  b eco m e  d i f f e r en t  c am p s ,  s o - t o - s p eak ,  

f i x i n g  t h em s e l v e s  o n  t h o s e  s c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  f e ed  t h e i r  p a r t i cu l a r  b r an d  o f  

d o c t r i n e  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  i t  m ay b e .   M an y f o r ge t  t h e r e  i s  o n l y o n e  Lo r d ,  

o n e  f a i t h ,  an d  o n e  b ap t i s m ;  I  w as  o n e  s u ch  f e l l o w .  

 I  w o u l d  t e l l  t h o s e  a r o u n d  m e  o f  l i k e  m i n d  s u ch  t h i n gs  a s ,  “ I  d o  n o t  

b e l i ev e  i n  t h a t  t o n gu es  s t u f f .   A cco r d i n g  t o  t h e  B i b l e ,  i t  i s  t h e  l e a s t  o f  

t h e  g i f t s . ”  an d  o n  an d  o n .   I  w as  s o  v eh em en t l y o p p o s ed  t o  t h e  s u b j ec t  I  

d i d  n o t  w an t  t o  h ea r  i t  an d  w an t ed  l e s s  f o r  p eo p l e  t o  s p eak  t o  m e  ab o u t  i t  

a t  a l l .   U n b ek n o w n s t  t o  m e ,  G o d  h ad  o t h e r  t h i n gs  i n  s t o r e .  

 I  w as  a s k ed  b y t h e  yo u t h  p a s t o r  o f  a  l a r ge  A s s em b l y o f  G o d  ch u r ch  

i n  P o r t l an d ,  O r ego n ,  t o  m i n i s t e r  i n  w o r d  an d  s o n g  t o  t h e i r  co l l ege  age  
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yo u t h  g r o u p .   I  a ccep t ed ,  an d  o n  t h e  ap p o i n t ed  d ay I  w as  t h e r e  w i t h  m y 

w i f e .  

 I  f e l l  i n t o  a  d i s cu s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  yo u t h  p a s t o r  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t a r t  

o f  t h e  m ee t i n g  ab o u t  t o n gu es .  

 “W el l ,  w e  a r e  n o t  ch a r i s m a t i c . ”   I  t o l d  h i m .  

 “W e  a r e . ”   H e  s a i d  t o  m y s h o ck .  

 “U h - o h . ”   I  t h o u gh t ,  t r yi n g  t o  a c t  c a s u a l  t o  k eep  h i m  f r o m  s ee i n g  

m y s u r p r i s e .   In t o  w h a t  s o r t  o f  m es s  h ad  I  go t t en  m ys e l f ?   I  t o o k  m y w i f e  

o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  an d  t o l d  h e r  w h a t  h ad  b een  s a i d ;  i t  w as  h e r  t u r n  t o  b e  

s t u n n ed .  

 “W h a t  a r e  yo u  go i n g  t o  d o ?   S h e  a s k ed .  

 “ J u s t  p l ay i t  b y ea r  an d  h o p e  t h ey d o n ’ t  s t a r t  t h a t  t o n gu e  s t u f f .   

W e’ l l  ge t  o u t  o f  h e r e  r e a l  f a s t  a f t e r  t h e  m ee t i n g . ”  

 I  s h o u l d  h av e  k n o w n  t h a t  m y b e s t  l a i d  p l an s  w o u l d  n o t  w o r k  t o  m y 

f av o r .  

 I  p l ayed  t h e  gu i t a r ,  s an g ,  an d  s p o k e  o u t  o f  t h e  W o r d .   Becau s e  t h e  

s e r v i ce  w as  w i n d i n g  d o w n  t o  a  c l o s e ,  I  t u r n ed  t h e  s e r v i ce  o v e r  t o  t h e  

yo u t h  p a s t o r  an d  w en t  t o  f i n d  a  p l ace  t o  s i t  a s  t h e  p a s t o r  w en t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  

o f  t h e  r o o m .  H e  an n o u n ced  t h e  t i m e  f o r  p r aye r  w as  a t  h an d ,  an d  r eq u es t ed  

a l l  co m e  f o r w a r d  an d  c r o w d  a r o u n d  t h e  a l t a r .   A f t e r  ev e r yo n e  h ad  s e t t l ed  

t h em s e l v e s ,  t h e  p a s t o r  b egan  t o  p r ay.  W i t h o u t  p r o v o ca t i o n  s o m eo n e  b egan  

s p eak i n g  i n  o t h e r  t o n gu es .   I  b r o k e  i n t o  a  n e r v o u s  s w ea t  w i t h  n o w h e r e  t o  

go .   Fu r t i v e  g l an ces  b e t w een  m y w i f e  an d  I  d i d  n o t  h e l p ;  w e  h ad  n o  

ch o i ce  b u t  t o  o u t w a i t  t h i s  m ee t i n g .   W h en  t h e  m ee t i n g  w as  f i n a l l y  o v e r ,  

w h i ch  s eem ed  l i k e  h o u r s ,  w e  t h an k ed  t h e  yo u t h  p a s t o r  an d  t o o k  o f f  o u t  o f  

t h e r e .    T o  o u r  w ay o f  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  m ee t i n g  w as  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  a  

h a r r o w i n g  ex p e r i en ce .  

 A  f ew  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  I  w as  ex p e r i en c i n g  a  gen u i n e  s p i r i t u a l  r o l l e r -

co as t e r  r i d e .   T h e  m o r e  I  t r i ed  t o  b e  a  C h r i s t i an ,  t h e  b e t t e r  I  f a i l ed .   I  

r e ad  s o m e  o u t  o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  l i k e  d u r i n g  B i b l e  s t u d y a t  h o m e  w i t h  o u r  
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ch i l d r en ,  o r  w i t h  t h e  h i gh  s ch o o l  t e en age r s  w h o  v i s i t ed  u s .   A l l - i n - a l l  I  

w as  v e r y f r u s t r a t ed .  

 I  w as  a t  o d d s  w i t h  m ys e l f ,  an d  I  k n ew  m y f am i l y w as  f ee l i n g  i t ;  o u r  

f e l l o w s h i p  w as  s u f f e r i n g .   Be i n g  i n  ch u r ch  w as  n o t  an y b e t t e r ,  f o r  t h ey 

b e l i ev ed  s o m eh o w  u n l e s s  o n e  w as  ca r r yi n g  s o m e  w e i gh t  eq u a l  t o  an  

e l ep h an t  yo u  w e r e ,  s p i r i t u a l l y  s p eak i n g ,  “n o t  t h e r e , ”  w h e r ev e r  “ t h e r e”  

w as  s u p p o s ed  t o  b e .   Y o u  w e r e  n o t  a  go o d  b u r d en - ca r r yi n g  C h r i s t i an  

w i t h o u t  t h e  w e i gh t .   T r u t h f u l l y ,  a cco r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t an d a r d s  t h ey ca r r i ed  I  

s h o u l d  h av e  b een  a  s p i r i t u a l  g i an t .   S i n ce  I  d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  b e l i ev e  w e  w e r e  

t o  b e  m u l e s  i n  a  p ack  t r a i n ,  s o  ev e r yt h i n g  co m p o u n d ed  f o r  m e .   I  w as  

r ead y t o  p ay f o r  p eace  w h a t ev e r  t h e  co s t !   T h e  an s w er  t o  m y p l i gh t  c am e  

s o o n  b ecau s e  I  w as  p r ayi n g  f e r v en t l y f o r  G o d  t o  h e l p  m e .  

 A s  p r ep a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  n i gh t ’ s  w o r k  b egan ,  t h e  t h o u gh t  c am e  t o  m e  

t o  r e ad  t h e  B i b l e  b e f o r e  I  l e f t .   A b s en t - m i n d ed l y,  I  t u r n ed  t o  A c t s  1 : 8 .   

T h e r e  i n  p r i n t  I  r e ad  t h e  w o r d s  t h a t  s t o o d  o u t  l i k e  a i r p o r t  r u n w ay l i gh t s  

o n  a  d a r k  n i gh t .   T h e  s c r i p t u r e  s a i d ,  “Bu t  ye  s h a l l  r e ce i v e  p o w er ,  a f t e r  

t h a t  t h e  H o l y G h o s t  i s  co m e  u p o n  yo u :  an d  ye  s h a l l  b e  w i t n e s s e s  u n t o  m e  

b o t h  i n  J e r u s a l em ,  an d  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  J u d ea ,  an d  i n  S am ar i a ,  an d  u n t o  t h e  

u t t e r m o s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  ea r t h . ”   O r ,  yo u  co u l d  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  c i t i e s  t o  b e ,  

D al l a s ,  P o r t l an d ,  o r  w h e r ev e r .   T h e  p o i n t  o f  i t  a l l  t o  m e  w as ,  “Bu t  ye  

s h a l l  r e ce i v e  p o w er .  .  . H o l y G h o s t .  .  . s h a l l  b e  w i t n e s s e s . ”   H o w  co u l d  I  

b e  an  e f f ec t i v e  w i t n e s s  t o  G o d  w i t h o u t  t h e  en d u em en t  o f  p o w er  b y t h e  

H o l y G h o s t ?   H o w  c o u l d  I  w i t n e s s  ab o u t  w h i ch  I  k n ew  n o t ?   M o r e  

i m p o r t an t l y,  h o w  co u l d  I  p o s s i b l y l i v e  an  e f f ec t i v e  C h r i s t i an  l i f e  w i t h o u t  

t h e  H o l y G h o s t ?   I  k n ew  i n  m y h ea r t  I  co u l d  n o t ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  I  w o u l d  

en d eav o r  t o  f i n d  t h i s  H o l y G h o s t .  

 I  w o k e  m y w i f e  f r o m  h e r  s l e ep  an d  ex c l a i m ed ,  “D o  yo u  k n o w  w h a t  

w e  d o  n o t  h av e  i n  o u r  l i v e s ? ”  

 “N o ,  w h a t ? ”   S h e  r ep l i ed .  
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 “W e  d o  n o t , ”  I  s a i d ,  “h av e  t h e  p o w er  o f  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  o p e r a t i n g  i n  

o u r  l i v e s ,  an d  I  am  go i n g  t o  s ea r ch  t h e  en d s  o f  t h e  ea r t h  t o  f i n d  i t ! ”  

 M y w i f e  w as  i m m ed i a t e l y en t h u s i a s t i c .   I  r e s o l v ed  o r a l l y  w i t h  h e r  

t h a t  w h a t ev e r  t h e  co s t ;  I  w o u l d  f i n d  t h i s  H o l y S p i r i t .  

 I  b egan  t o  s ea r ch  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  f e r v en t l y i n  m y q u es t  t o  k n o w  t r u t h .   

I  s p en t  v i r t u a l l y  ev e r y w ak i n g  m o m en t  i n  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .   O n  a  

p a r t i cu l a r  d ay I  w as  u p  a t  ab o u t  3 : 0 0  a . m .    I  w as  r ead i n g  i n  t h e  b o o k  o f  

A c t s ,  s p ec i f i c a l l y  ch ap t e r  2  v e r s e  3 8 .   In  t h i s  s ec t i o n ,  t h e  A p o s t l e  P e t e r  

w as  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  c r o w d  a s s em b l ed  t h e r e .   H e  s a i d ,  “R ep en t ,  an d  b e  

b ap t i z ed  ev e r y o n e  o f  yo u  i n  t h e  n am e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  f o r  t h e  r em i s s i o n  

o f  s i n s ,  an d  yo u  s h a l l  r e ce i v e  t h e  g i f t  o f  t h e  H o l y G h o s t . ”   I  t h o u gh t  

t h o s e  w o r d s  s o u n d ed  ea s y en o u gh ;  I  s e t  ab o u t  t o  f u l f i l l  w h a t  I  h ad  r ead .  

 F i r s t ,  I  p r ayed  an d  co n f e s s ed  ev e r yt h i n g  t h a t  c am e  t o  m i n d .   

S eco n d ,  I  o b s e r v ed  t h e  n eed  f o r  w a t e r  b ap t i s m .   S i n ce  a  p r each e r  w as  n o t  

h an d y t o  b ap t i z e  m e ,  m y b a t h t u b  w o u l d  b e  s u i t ab l e  f o r  t h e  j o b .  I  s t ep p ed  

i n t o  t h e  b a t h t u b  a f t e r  i t  w as  f i l l ed .  I  s a i d ,  “ I  b ap t i z e  m ys e l f  n o w  i n  t h e  

N am e  o f  t h e  Fa t h e r ,  S o n  an d  t h e  H o l y G h o s t . ”   I  s u b m er ged ,  r o s e  u p ,  

d r i ed  o f f ,  an d  d r e s s ed  m ys e l f .   R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  I  s a t  o n  t h e  

f l o o r  b e f o r e  t h e  W o r d .  

 I  r e ad  a l o u d  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  aga i n ,  en s u r i n g  i n  m y o w n  m i n d  I  h ad  

d o n e  a l l  I  k n ew  t o  d o .   I  an n o u n ced  m y r ead i n e s s  t o  r e ce i v e  t h e  g i f t  o f  

t h e  H o l y G h o s t !   C o u l d  an yo n e  I  k n ew  ev e r  b e l i ev e  t h i s ?   H e r e  w as  a  gu y 

w h o ,  a  s h o r t  w h i l e  ago ,  h ad  b een  v e r y an t i - t o n gu es .   W h i l e  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  

f l o o r  I  n o w  a s k ed  G o d  t o  b ap t i z e  m e  i n  t h e  H o l y G h o s t .   I  w as  am az ed  a t  

m y ch an ge  o f  h ea r t .  

 I  s a t  t h e r e  w i t h  m y a r m s  r a i s ed ,  w a i t i n g .   S o o n ,  m y h an d s  w e r e  o n  

t h e  f l o o r .   I  w a i t ed  an d  w a i t ed ;  n o t h i n g  h ap p en ed .   N o w ,  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  I  w o u l d  b e  z o r k ed  w i t h  l i gh t n i n g  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I  w as  ge t t i n g  

a  l i t t l e  f r u s t r a t ed .   W h e r e  w as  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t ?   S h o u l d  t h e r e  b e  s t r an ge  

s en s a t i o n s  o r  s o m e t h i n g?  
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 A  w ar m  t h o u gh t  w en t  t h r o u gh  m y m i n d  a s  a  q u es t i o n .   “H o w  d o  yo u  

f ee l ? ”   T r u t h f u l l y ,  I  w as  s o  cau gh t  u p  i n  w h a t  I  w as  d o i n g ,  co n cen t r a t i n g  

o n  r ece i v i n g  a  p h ys i ca l  m an i f e s t a t i o n ,  I  h ad  n o t  n o t i c ed  an yt h i n g .   I  s a t  

an d  r e f l e c t ed ,  an d  I  d i d  n o t i c e  s o m e t h i n g  p o w er f u l ,  p eace .   T h e r e  w as  a  

l o t  o f  p eace ;  I  b a s k ed  i n  i t .   T h e  t h o u gh t  c am e  aga i n ,  “Y o u  h av e  

r ece i v ed . ”   I  ag r eed ,  a s  I  r em em b er ed  a  s c r i p t u r e  w h e r e  J e s u s  s a i d ,  

“P eace  I  g i v e  yo u ,  n o t  a s  t h e  w o r l d  g i v e s ,  g i v e  I  yo u . ”   S o  t h a t  w as  i t ;  I  

h ad  r ece i v ed  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .   I  r o s e  u p  an d  w en t  t o  b ed .  

 Fo r  t h e  n ex t  s ev e r a l  w eek s  I  co n t i n u ed  t o  s t u d y t h e  W o r d .   T h o u gh  I  

s p en t  m u ch  t i m e  i n  s t u d y t h e  w o r d s  m ad e  n o  s en s e .   I  f e l t  t h a t  I  w o u l d  

ge t  b e t t e r  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  a  w a l l .   I  g r ew  f r u s t r a t ed  f r o m  a  co m p l e t e  l a ck  

o f  u n d e r s t an d i n g  o f  G o d ’ s  w o r d .   O n e  d ay w h en  I  p r ayed ,  “T h i s  d o es  n o t  

m ak e  a  b i t  o f  s en s e ! ”  G o d  s p o k e .  

 In  t h e  b o o k  o f  H eb r ew s  ch ap t e r  1 1 ,  v e r s e  s i x ,  I  r e ad ,  “Bu t  w i t h o u t  

f a i t h  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p l ea s e  h i m :   f o r  h e  t h a t  co m e t h  t o  G o d  m u s t  

b e l i ev e  t h a t  H e  i s ,  an d  t h a t  h e  i s  a  r ew a r d e r  o f  t h em  t h a t  d i l i gen t l y s eek  

h i m . ”   W h en  I  r e ad  t h a t  p a s s age  I  s a i d  a l o u d ,  “S t o p ! ”   I  r e - r e ad  t h e  

s c r i p t u r e ,  “Bu t  w i t h o u t  f a i t h  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p l ea s e  h i m .  .  . ”   I  

r e a s o n ed  t h a t  I  m u s t  h av e  s o m e  f a i t h  o r  I  w o u l d  n o t  b e  h e r e .   I  co n t i n u ed  

r e ad i n g ,  “ [ F ] o r  h e  t h a t  co m e t h  t o  G o d  m u s t  b e l i ev e  t h a t  H e  i s .  .  .  . ”   

A l o u d  I  s a i d ,  “Lo r d ,  I  d o  b e l i ev e  yo u  a r e ;  yo u  a r e  ex t an t .   Y o u  h av e  b een ,  

yo u  a r e ,  yo u  ev e r  s h a l l  b e . ”   I  w en t  o n  t o  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e ,  

“ [ A ] n d  t h a t  h e  i s  a  r ew a r d e r  o f  t h em  t h a t  d i l i gen t l y s eek  h i m . ”   S t o p !  I  

s a i d .   “Y o u  k n o w  I  h av e  b een  h e r e  d ay a f t e r  d ay t r yi n g  t o  u n d e r s t an d  

w h a t  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  s ays .   Y o u  o w e  m e .   Y o u  o w e  m e  b ecau s e  o f  w h a t  t h e  

W o r d  s ays  an d  b ecau s e  o f  w h a t  I  h av e  b een  d o i n g .   I  t h an k  yo u  f o r  i t  n o w  

i n  J e s u s ’  N am e . ”   I  r e j o i ced ;  I  w a s  ge t t i n g  s o m ew h er e .   I  w as  co n f i d en t ;  

m y h ea r t  w as  f u l l  b ecau s e  I  w as  go i n g  t o  u n d e r s t an d  H i s  W o r d .   W h a t  I  

d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e ,  o f  co u r s e ,  w as  I  w as  a l r e ad y b eg i n n i n g  t o  u n d e r s t an d !  
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 W i t h i n  ab o u t  a  w eek ,  t h e  d o o r s  b l ew  o p en  an d  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  b egan  

t o  m ak e  s en s e .   T h e  r ev e l a t i o n  o f  G o d  f i l l ed  a  d eep  h u n ge r ;  I  f e l t  l i k e  

u n d e r l i n i n g  t h e  en t i r e  B i b l e  w o r d  f o r  w o r d .   I  a t e  t h i s  w o r d  v o r ac i o u s l y 

a s  a  r av en o u s  an i m a l  d ep r i v ed  o f  f o o d  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .   I  w an t ed  m o r e  

an d  m o r e  an d  m o r e ;  t h e  m o r e  I  a t e  t h e  m o r e  I  w an t ed .   I  w o u l d  n ev e r  

aga i n  b e  s a t i s f i ed  w i t h  m er e  co m p l acen t ,  w eak  C h r i s t i an i t y .   A s  I  r e ad  

t h e  t o p i c  o f  b e i n g  i n  t h e  “S p i r i t ”  w as  co n t i n u a l l y b e f o r e  m e .  

 I  r e ad  m u ch  ab o u t  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .   I  r e ad  ab o u t  b e i n g  i n  t h e  s p i r i t .   

J o h n  i n  t h e  R ev e l a t i o n  w as  i n  t h e  s p i r i t .   J e s u s  w as  l ed  o f  t h e  s p i r i t .   I  

r e ad  ab o u t  “ s p eak i n g  w i t h  n ew  t o n gu es ”  an d  f e l t  a s  t h r o u gh  m y p r aye r s  

h ad  ch an ged  s i gn i f i c an t l y.   S t i l l ,  t h e r e  w as  n o  d ep t h  t o  t h e  p r aye r s  I  

p r ayed .   I  f e l t  a s  i f  I  w e r e  a s  s o m e  Bu d d h i s t s  i n  T i b e t  w h o  w r i t e  t h e i r  

p r aye r s  o n  p ap e r ,  p u t  t h em  i n  a  c an  w i t h  a  s t i ck  t h r o u gh  t h e  m i d d l e  an d  a  

f l yw e i gh t  a t t a ch ed  t o  t h e  can .  T h ey t w i r l  t h e  c an  a r o u n d  t h r o u gh o u t  t h e  

d ay b e l i ev i n g  t h e i r  p r aye r s  a r e  p r ayed .  

 T h e  w o r d  s a i d  t o  p r ay w i t h o u t  c ea s i n g ;  I  co u l d  n o t  d o  i t .   I  k ep t  

s ayi n g  t h e  s am e  o l d  s t u f f .   T o  s ay t h e  l e a s t ,  p r aye r  w as  a l l  v e r y b o r i n g ,  

n o t  t o  m en t i o n  f r u s t r a t i n g .   In  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  I  p r ayed  t o  G o d  aga i n  f o r  

t h e  b ap t i s m  o f  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .  I  t o l d  H i m  t h a t  I  w o u l d  s ea r ch  t h e  en d s  o f  

t h e  ea r t h  t o  f i n d  H i m .   S h o r t l y  t h e r ea f t e r ,  I  f e l t  a  d eep  u n eas i n e s s  a s  i f  

s o m e t h i n g  w as  w r o n g ,  b u t  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  w h y.  

 T h e r e  w as  a  n agg i n g  t h o u gh t  i n  t h e  b ack  o f  m y m i n d .   T h e  t h o u gh t  

w as :   W h a t  w o u l d  yo u  s ay i f  yo u  l e a r n ed  yo u  p a s s ed  u p  t h e  v e r y t h i n g  yo u  

w e r e  s eek i n g?   I  d i s m i s s ed  t h e  t h o u gh t  a s  e r r o n eo u s .   T h i n k i n g  p e r h ap s  I  

w as  ex p e r i en c i n g  a  b u r d en  o f  G o d ,  I  p r ayed  a s k i n g  H i m  f o r  h ea l i n g  f o r  a  

p a r t i cu l a r  w o m an  i n  o u r  ch u r ch .   A f t e r w a r d ,  I  f e l t  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r ,  b u t  

t h e r e  w as  s t i l l  t h a t  “w r o n g”  f ee l i n g .  

 S ev e r a l  d ays  l a t e r  I  w as  t h i n k i n g  ab o u t  ex ac t l y  w h en  t h e  u n eas i n e s s  

b egan .   I  r e a l i z ed  i t  w as  w h en  I  h ad  p r ayed  t o  r e ce i v e  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  t h e  
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s eco n d  t i m e .   T h i s  w as  a f t e r  I  h ad  p r o f o u n d l y s en s ed  t h e  p eace  o f  G o d  

a f t e r  m y w a t e r  b ap t i s m .   W as  i t  p o s s i b l e  I  h ad  g r i ev ed  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t ?  

 I  p r ayed ,  an d  t o l d  G o d  i f  I  h ad  g r i ev ed  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  I  w as  v e r y 

s o r r y.   T h e  ap o l o gy w as  co n f e s s ed  w i t h  t h e  t h o u gh t  i n  m i n d  t h a t  i t  w as  

i n d eed  p o s s i b l e  H e  w as  o f f en d ed .   Im m ed i a t e l y,  I  s en s ed  p eace  aga i n ;  t h e  

u n eas i n e s s  w as  co m p l e t e l y go n e ,  I  w as  f r ee ,  b u t  I  l e a r n ed  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  

i s  e a s i l y  h u r t .   I  n ev e r  w an t ed  t o  h u r t  H i m  aga i n .  

 Becau s e  I  w as  b ack  o n  t h e  t r a ck ,  I  go t  b ack  t o  t h e  s u b j ec t  o f  t h e  

S p i r i t ;  s p ec i f i c a l l y ,  b e i n g  i n  t h e  S p i r i t .   I  w an t ed  s o  m u ch  o f  G o d ;  

w h a t ev e r  H e  h ad  I  w an t ed .   I  w an t ed  t o  k n o w  h o w  t o  p r ay w i t h o u t  c ea s i n g  

a s  P au l  s p o k e  o f  i n  t h e  W o r d .   I  g r i t t ed  m y t e e t h  an d  s a i d ,  “E v en  i f  i t  

m ean s  s p eak i n g  i n  o t h e r  t o n gu es . ”   I  w as  a s t o n i s h ed  I  h ad  p r o n o u n ced  

t h o s e  w o r d s ,  b u t  I  s en s ed  I  h ad  d o n e  t h e  r i gh t  t h i n g .   I  l e a r n ed  i f  I  

w an t ed  an yt h i n g  f r o m  G o d  I  m u s t  o p en  m ys e l f  en t i r e l y t o  H i m  an d  H i s  

i n f l u en ce .  

 I  b egan  t o  h ea r  f a i n t  a l m o s t  i n d i s t i n c t  w o r d s  w ay o f f  s o m ew h er e  i n  

m y s p i r i t .   I  d i d  n o t  m o u t h  t h e  w o r d s  t h o u gh ;  i t  w as  t o o  u n k n o w n ;  t o o  

s t r an ge  s o  I  l e f t  i t  a l o n e .  

 I  r e ach ed  a  p o i n t  w h e r e  I  s o u gh t  G o d  s ayi n g ,  “Lo r d ,  yo u  h av e  

p eo p l e  h e r e  o n  ea r t h  t o  t a l k  t o .   B r i n g  t o  m y m i n d  o n e  w h o  i s  an  

i n s t r u m en t  o f  yo u r  u s e  t o  t a l k  w i t h  m e  ab o u t  t h i s . ”   T h e r e  w as  s u r g i n g  

f o r ce  w i t h i n  m e  o n  t h e  v e r ge  o f  r e l e a s e ,  b u t  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  h o w  o r  w h a t .   

T h e  n am e  o f  a  m an  cam e  t o  m i n d ;  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  a  l o ca l  A s s em b l y o f  G o d  

ch u r ch .   Im m ed i a t e l y,  I  s o u gh t  au d i en ce  w i t h  t h e  m an .  

 T h e  p a s t o r  s a t  a c r o s s  t h e  d e s k  f r o m  m e  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .   M y t h o u gh t s ,  

s u cce s s e s  an d  f a i l u r e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m y p r o f o u n d  d e s i r e s  w e r e  p o u r ed  o u t  t o  

h i m .  

 “ J ay,  j u s t  g i v e  yo u r  a l l  t o  H i m , ”  h e  r em ar k ed .  

 “ I  h av e .   I  h av e  d o n e  a l l  I  k n o w  t o  d o ! ”   M y f e r v en t  ex c l am a t i o n  s o  

cau gh t  h i m  o f f  gu a r d  h e  r a i s ed  h i s  eyeb r o w s  i n  gen u i n e  s u r p r i s e .  
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 “T h en  s ay t h e  t h i n gs  yo u  a r e  h ea r i n g . ”   H e  q u i e t l y  s a i d .  

 I  d e s c r i b ed  t o  h i m  t h e  u n s p o k en  w o r d s  go i n g  a r o u n d  i n  m y h ead .  

 “G o ,  ge t  b y yo u r s e l f  an d  u n w r ap  t h i s  g i f t .   T h e  H o l y S p i r i t  w i l l  

m an i f e s t  H i m s e l f  t o  yo u , ”  h e  s a i d .   T h en  h e  l a i d  h i s  h an d s  o n  m y h ead  

an d  p r ayed .  

 “T h e  d ev i l , ”  h e  s a i d ,  “w i l l  co m e  t e l l i n g  yo u  a l l  o f  t h i s  i s  a  f ak e .   

Fea r  n o t ,  t h e  d ev i l  i s  l yi n g .   W h a t  yo u  ex ac t l y p r ayed  f o r  yo u  h av e  

r e ce i v ed . ”  

 I  w en t  h o m e  an d  u n w r ap p ed  t h e  g i f t  a s  h e  h ad  s a i d ;  t h a t  i s ,  I  b egan  

s p eak i n g  i n  an  u n k n o w n  l an gu age ;  t h e  d eep es t  r eg i o n s  o f  m y m i n d  w e r e  

s h ak en .   T h e  d ev i l  d i d  co m e  an d  t e l l  m e  I  w as  f ak i n g  t o n gu es .   In  

r e s p o n s e ,  I  s a i d ,  “N o ,  i t  i s  n o t ,  i t  i s  a  g i f t  o f  G o d  an d  i n  J e s u s ’  N am e ,  i t  

i s  m i n e .   T o n gu es  a r e  t r u e ;  t h ey a r e  n o t  f ak e .   T h e  H o l y S p i r i t  gav e  t h em  

t o  m e . ”   T h e  d ev i l  p r o m p t l y l e f t .  

 A s  I  s p o k e  t h i s  u n k n o w n  l an gu age ,  a l l  r e s en t m en t ,  a l l  c r i t i c i s m  

ab o u t  s p eak i n g  i n  o t h e r  t o n gu es  m e l t ed .  I  l e a r n ed  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  p o s i t i o n s  

p eo p l e  m ay o ccu p y;  t h a t  o f  t h e  u n b e l i ev e r  o r  t h e  u n l ea r n ed .   U n b e l i ev e r s  

a r e  s co f f e r s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  l e a r n .   O n  t h e  o t h e r  h an d ,  u n l ea r n ed  p eo p l e  m ay 

n o t  b e  u n b e l i ev e r s .   T h es e  a r e  t h ey w h o  a r e  o p en  t o  l e a r n i n g  an d  ap t  t o  

l e a r n ,  w h o  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  t ak e  n o t e  o f  w h a t  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  h a s  t o  t e ach  

ab o u t  t h e  an ge l i c  l an gu age .   I  w o u l d  s ay t h a t  a  l o t  o f  f o l k s  a r e  a s  

u n l ea r n ed  a s  I .  

 S i n ce  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  s p o k e  t h e  H o l y l an gu age  o f  G o d ,  m y s p i r i t  h a s  

d ev e l o p ed  a  k een e r  e a r  t o  w h a t  G o d  h a s  t o  s ay t o  m e .   H i s  w i l l  h a s  

b eco m e  k n o w n  t o  m e  i n  a  p e r s o n a l  w ay.   W i s d o m  h as  b een  i m p a r t ed  t o  m e  

t h r o u gh  t h e  g i f t  o f  H i s  S p i r i t  b y w ay o f  H i s  p r aye r  l an gu age ,  s t u d y an d  

m ed i t a t i o n  i n  H i s  w o r d  an d  an  ea r n e s t  d e s i r e  t o  s e r v e  H i m .  

 I  w as  n o t  z o r k ed  w i t h  l i gh t n i n g ,  an d  I  d i d  n o t  r o l l  a r o u n d  o n  t h e  

f l o o r  s c r eam i n g .   N o ,  I  l e a r n ed  G o d  i s  a  gen t l em an  an d  w i l l  m ee t  o n e  o n  

t h e i r  g r o u n d ;  t h a t  i s ,  o n  t h e i r  l ev e l .   H e  w i l l  n ev e r  em b a r r a s s  an yo n e .   I f  
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yo u  a r e  n o t  a  p e r s o n  w h o  l au gh s  u p r o a r i o u s l y o r  t h r o w s  t h em s e l v e s  

a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m  i n  ec s t a s y,  yo u  p r o b ab l y w i l l  n o t  w h en  b ap t i z ed  i n  t h e  

H o l y S p i r i t .   I  f o u n d  m ys e l f  i n  co m p l e t e  u n d e r s t an d i n g  o f  w h y t h e r e  a r e  

o t h e r  t o n gu es .   I  w as  n o t  f e a r f u l  o r  s e l f - co n s c i o u s ;  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  

m an i f e s t ed  H i m s e l f  t o  m e .    T h e  Lo r d  m i n i s t e r ed  t o  m e  i n  t h e  p r i v acy o f  

m y o w n  h o m e ;  t h e  Lo r d  m ad e  a  h o u s e  ca l l .   C o n t r a r y t o  h o w  s o m e  b e l i ev e  

o r  f e e l ,  r e ce i v i n g  f r o m  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  i s  n o t  co n t i n gen t  o n  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  

an  o r gan i z ed  ch u r ch  an d  i t s  b u i l d i n g .   G o d ,  v e r y s i m p l y an s w er ed  m y 

p l ea ;  H e  s u r r o u n d ed  m e  w i t h  H i m s e l f .  P r ayi n g  w i t h o u t  c ea s i n g  w as  

p o s s i b l e  ev e r yw h e r e  I  w en t .  

 M an y s p eak e r s  h av e  ex p o u n d ed  o n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  t h e  b ap t i s m  i n  t h e  

H o l y S p i r i t .   T o  d a t e ,  I  h av e  h ea r d  n o n e  s ay an yt h i n g  ex cep t  f o r  t h i s :  

S p eak i n g  i n  o t h e r  t o n gu es  i s  ev i d en ce  o f  t h e  b ap t i s m  i n  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .   

F r o m  m y ex p e r i en ce ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  n ece s s a r i l y  t r u e ;  f o r  G o d  w o r k s  i n  

v a r i o u s  w ays .   I  k n ew  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  w as  i n  m y s p i r i t ;  w e  w e r e  o n e .   I  

k n ew  m y l i f e  s e r i o u s l y b egan  t o  ch an ge .   I  w as  d i f f e r en t  ye t  I  d i d  n o t  

s p eak  i n  t o n gu es  u n t i l  l a t e r .    

 W e  a r e  n o t  a l l  cu t  o u t  o f  t h e  s am e  b o l t  o f  c l o t h ;  n o t  ev e r yo n e  i s  t h e  

s am e .   S o m e  ex p e r i en ce  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  an d  “ t o n gu es ”  i m m ed i a t e l y a f t e r  

a s k i n g ,  b u t  o t h e r s ,  a s  i n  m y ca s e ,  d o  n o t .   W h y?   T h e r e  i s  a  p r o ce s s  

i n v o l v ed .   T h e  H o l y S p i r i t  m an i f e s t s  H i m s e l f  a s  o u r  m i n d s  a r e  r en ew ed  t o  

t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .   W e  a r e  t r an s f o r m ed  an d  ‘ v o i l a ! ’  W e  g i v e  u p  o u r s e l v e s  

t o  o b t a i n  H i m ,  an d  t h e  o u t w a r d  m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  i s  f u l l y  

r e a l i z ed .   T h e  H o l y S p i r i t  i s  a l l o w ed  t o  ex p r e s s  H i m s e l f ;  h en ce ,  b ap t i s m .  

 R em em b er  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  t h a t  s a i d  w e  w o u l d  b e  w i t n e s s e s ?  I  t o o k  

t h i s  t r u t h  t o  m y f am i l y;  t h a t  i s ,  m y w i f e ,  ch i l d r en ,  m o t h e r ,  f a t h e r ,  

b r o t h e r ,  an d  s i s t e r .   W e  a l l  l e a r n ed  t o ge t h e r ;  t h e  m es s age  w as  w e l l  

r e ce i v ed .  T h e  m es s age  w as  d e l i v e r ed  t o  s o m e  d en o m i n a t i o n a l  Bap t i s t s  

an d  t h ey t o o  r ece i v ed  t h e  b ap t i s m  i n  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  a s  w e l l  a s  m an y 

o t h e r  f o l k s .  



132 

 

 F r i en d ,  t h e  g i f t  o f  o t h e r  t o n gu es  a s  t h e  S p i r i t  g i v e s  u s  u t t e r an ce  i s  

t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d .   W e  can  r e j o i ce  b ecau s e  G o d  i s  f o r  u s ,  n o t  aga i n s t  u s .   

T h e  l an gu age  w e  p r ay i s  u n d e f i l ed  b y h u m an  t h o u gh t  o r  em o t i o n .   P r aye r  

i n  o u r  o w n  l an gu age ,  m an y t i m es ,  c an  b e  co r r u p t ed  b y o u r  p e r s o n a l  

d e s i r e s .  

 I  s o u gh t  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  f i r s t ;  I  d i d  n o t  s eek  t o n gu es .   I  f o u n d  H e  

h ad  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  I  h ad  n o t  co u n t ed  o n ,  s u ch  a s  w h en  I  b o u gh t  a  n ew  

V o l v o .   I  r e a l l y  w an t ed  t h e  ca r .   A f t e r  I  p u r ch as ed  i t ,  I  d i s co v e r ed  t o  m y 

co m p l e t e  s u r p r i s e  i t  h ad  e l ec t r i c  d o o r  l o ck s .   I  w as  n o t  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  c a r  

w i t h  e l e c t r i c  l o ck s ,  j u s t  t h a t  p a r t i cu l a r  c a r .  

 I f  yo u  a r e  a s  I  w as ,  t ak e  h ea r t ;  a l l  i s  n o t  l o s t .   S p en d  q u a l i t y  t i m e  

i n  G o d ’ s  W o r d .   S ea r ch  o u t  t h e  Fa t h e r ,  an d  i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  yo u  w i l l  h ea r  

H i m  s p eak .   In  yo u r  s p i r i t  yo u  w i l l  h ea r  H i s  w o r d s .   T h e  w o r d s  a r e  t h e  

w o r d s  o f  t h e  r e a l  yo u ,  t h e  l an gu age  o f  t h e  Fa t h e r .   Y o u  an d  H e  a r e  o n e ,  

H e  ex p r e s s e s  H i m s e l f  t h r o u gh  yo u  an d  H i s  W o r d ,  an d  H e  i s  n ev e r  f o u n d  

ap a r t  f r o m  H i s  W o r d .   I s  t h e  Lo r d  n o t  w o n d e r f u l l y  t en d e r ?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



133 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 5  

W H A T  W E R E  Y O U  D O IN G ?  

 

 H as  t h e  n am e  o f  a  l o v ed  o n e  o r  a  f r i en d  ev e r  s u d d en l y p o p p ed  i n t o  

yo u r  m i n d ?   I f  s o ,  w h a t  d o  yo u  d o  ab o u t  i t ?   H av e  yo u  ev e r  t h o u gh t  t h e  

r e a s o n  t h e  n am e  cam e  t o  m i n d  i s  t h e  Lo r d  w an t s  yo u  t o  i n t e r ced e  o n  t h e i r  

b eh a l f ?  

 O u r  e l d e s t  s o n ,  J ays o n ,  w as  w o r k i n g  f o r  a  D a i r y Q u een  f r an ch i s e  i n  

a  s m a l l  t o w n  n o r t h  o f  u s .   O n e  n i gh t  h e  cam e  h o m e  an d  a f t e r  s e t t l i n g  

h i m s e l f ,  a s k ed  m y w i f e  an d  m e  a  q u es t i o n ,   “W h a t  w e r e  yo u  d o i n g  t o n i gh t  

a r o u n d  8 : 3 0 ?   M y w i f e ,  N i ck ee ,  t o l d  h i m ,  a s  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  w e  w e r e  

d r i v i n g  h o m e  f r o m  t h e  g r o ce r y s t o r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .   S h e  r e l a t ed  t o  h i m  h i s  

n am e  h ad  co m e  i n t o  h e r  m i n d .   N o t  k n o w i n g  h o w  t o  p r ay f o r  h i m ,  s h e  j u s t  

p r ayed  a  s i l en t  p r aye r  t o  t h e  Lo r d ,  “ Lo r d ,  I  a s k  yo u  f o r  a  s p ec i a l  

m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  yo u r  k eep i n g  p o w er  o v e r  J ays o n  r i gh t  n o w  i n  J e s u s ’  

N am e . ”   J ays o n  s h o o k  h i s  h ead  an d  s a i d ,  “ I  w o n d e r ed . ”   H e  h a s t en ed  t o  

ex p l a i n  h e  w as  m o p p i n g  t h e  f l o o r  i n  t h e  b ack  r o o m  a t  t h a t  t i m e .   Becau s e  

t h e  f l o o r  w as  w e t  h e  w as  t r yi n g  t o  s a f e l y n av i ga t e  a c r o s s  i t ,  w h en  
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s u d d en l y h i s  f e e t  w en t  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  h i m .   H e  s a i d  h e  w as  f a l l i n g  

b ack w ar d  w h en  w i t h o u t  w a r n i n g  h e  w as  p r o p e l l ed  f o r w a r d  an d  o n t o  h i s  

f e e t .   H e  t u r n ed  a r o u n d  an d  l o o k ed  t o  w h e r e  h e  w o u l d  h av e  f a l l en .   H ad  

h e  co n t i n u ed  t h e  f a l l  h e  w o u l d  h av e  s t r u ck  t h e  b ack  o f  h i s  h ead  o n  t h e  

co r n e r  o f  a  s i x - i n ch  h i gh  co n c r e t e  co n t a i n m en t  a r ea .   W e  b e l i ev e  i t  w as  

t h e  an ge l s  o f  t h e  Lo r d  w h o  ex ce l  i n  s t r en g t h  w h o  p u s h ed  h i m  f o r w a r d .   

W e  p r a i s ed  G o d  f o r  H i s  k eep i n g  p o w er .  

 In  an o t h e r  i n s t an ce ,  o u r  t w o  yo u n ges t  s o n s ,  J e r em y,  an d  J ayco b ,  l e f t  

t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  a  K a r a t e  s ch o o l  l o ca t ed  n o t  f a r  f r o m  o u r  h o m e .  

 S i n ce  t h e  “w ea t h e r - gu es s e r ”  w as  p r ed i c t i n g  co l d  w ea t h e r ,  I  t h o u gh t  

s o m e  f i r ew o o d  f o r  t h e  f i r ep l ace  w o u l d  k eep  t h e  f am i l y w a r m .   I  w en t  

o u t s i d e  an d  b egan  t ak i n g  s o m e  o f  o u r  w o o d  s u p p l y i n t o  t h e  h o u s e .   A s  I  

ga t h e r ed  an  a r m l o ad ,  J e r em y’ s  an d  J ayco b ’ s  n am es  cam e  t o  m i n d .   I  

i m m ed i a t e l y s p o k e  t o  t h e  Lo r d ,  “Fa t h e r ,  r i gh t  n o w  I  a s k  yo u  f o r  a  s p ec i a l  

m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  yo u r  k eep i n g  p o w er  o v e r  J e r em y an d  J ayco b  i n  

J e s u s ’  N am e ,  an d  I  t h an k  yo u  f o r  i t . ”   I  w en t  ab o u t  m y b u s i n e s s .   I  n o t ed  

t h e  t i m e ;  i t  w as  ab o u t  6 : 4 5  p . m .  

 J e r em y an d  J ayco b  a r r i v ed  h o m e  j u s t  a f t e r  7 : 0 0  p . m .   A f t e r  t h ey h ad  

d ec l a r ed  t h e i r  i n ab i l i t y  t o  f i n d  t h e  K a r a t e  s ch o o l ,  J e r em y s a i d  t h ey h ad  

h ad  a  w e i r d  ex p e r i en ce  an d  a s k ed ,  “W as  s o m eb o d y p r ayi n g  f o r  m e? "   

J e r em y s a i d  a s  h e  d r o v e  h e  cam e  t o  an  i n t e r s ec t i o n ,  an d  b ecau s e  t h e  l i gh t  

w as  a l r e ad y g r een  h e  p r o ceed ed  s l o w l y t h r o u gh  t h e  i n t e r s ec t i o n .   H e  

l o o k ed  t o  h i s  l e f t  an d  s aw  a  ca r  b ea r i n g  d o w n  o n  h i m .   A p p a r en t l y,  t h e  

d r i v e r  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c a r  w as  n o t  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  s l o w i n g .   T h e  d r i v e r  r an  h i s  

r ed  l i gh t  an d  d r o v e  i n t o  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  G r an d  P r i x  J e r em y w as  d r i v i n g .   

T h e  i m p ac t  r o ck ed  J e r em y’ s  c a r  t o  t h e  r i gh t  a s  t h e  o t h e r  c a r  b o u n ced  

b ack w ar d .   J e r em y s t o p p ed  h i s  c a r  an d  go t  o u t  t o  ch eck  f o r  d am age .   H e  

d i d  n o t  n o t e  an y d am age  s o  h e  go t  b ack  i n t o  h i s  c a r  an d  h ead ed  f o r  h o m e .  

 I  a s k ed  J e r em y,  w h a t  t i m e  t h i s  h ap p en ed .   H e  s a i d  i t  w as  ab o u t  6 : 4 5  

p . m .   I  t o l d  h i m  t h e  Lo r d  h ad  p r o m p t ed  m e  t o  p r ay f o r  J ayco b  an d  h i m .   
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J e r em y t o l d  u s  a t  t h e  t i m e  a l l  o f  t h i s  w as  go i n g  o n  h e  k n ew  s o m eo n e  w as  

p r ayi n g  f o r  t h em .   W e  a l l  p r a i s ed  G o d  aga i n  f o r  H i s  go o d n es s .  

 S u r e l y,  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  w o u l d  s co f f  a  l i t t l e  s ayi n g  t h a t  t h o s e  

i n s t an ces  r e l a t ed  ea r l i e r  w e r e  p u r e l y co i n c i d en t a l .    O u r  f am i l y h a s  

l e a r n ed ,  an d  i s  co n t i n u i n g  t o  l e a r n  an d  k n o w  t h e  l e ad i n g  o f  t h e  Lo r d  i n  

t h e  a r ea  o f  b e i n g  r e s p o n s i v e .   T h e  t r u t h  i s  t h e  b en e f i t s  o f  t h e  Lo r d  a r e  

av a i l ab l e  t o  a l l  w h o  ca l l  u p o n  H i s  N am e .   T h e  n ex t  t i m e  a  n am e  co m es  t o  

yo u r  m i n d ,  s t o p  w h a t  yo u  a r e  d o i n g  an d  b r ea t h e  a  p r aye r ;  i t  m ay s av e  

s o m eo n e ’ s  l i f e .  
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2 6  

W H E R E  A R E  T H O S E  P A J A M A S ?  

 

 H o w  m an y t i m es  h av e  w e  f a l l en  i n t o  d e s p a i r  b ecau s e  w e  j u s t  co u l d  

n o t  f i n d  w h a t  w e  w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r ?   O u r  a t t i t u d e ,  w h en  b e  b eg i n  t h e  

s ea r ch  f o r  t h e  o b j ec t  o f  o u r  a t t en t i o n ,  m ay b e  ca l m ,  i n i t i a l l y .   A s  t h e  

s ea r ch  co n t i n u es  o u r  co o l  ap p r o ach  m ay b eco m e  h ea t ed ,  an d  w e  b eg i n  t o  

r e a l i z e  w e  a r e  b eco m i n g  r a t h e r  u n d es i r ab l e  t o  b e  a r o u n d .   S eem i n g l y,  t h e  

h i gh e r  t h e  i m p o r t an ce  o f  t h e  o b j ec t  o f  o u r  s ea r ch ,  t h e  h i gh e r  o u r  l ev e l  o f  

f r u s t r a t i o n .   I f  w e  d e s p a i r  an d  s i t  s m o l d e r i n g  i n  t h e  r ec l i n e r ,  w h en  w i l l  

w e  t h i n k  o f  c a l l i n g  o n  t h e  Lo r d  f o r  H i s  h e l p ?   A l s o ,  i f  w e  a s k ed  t h e  Lo r d  

f o r  H i s  h e l p  w o u l d  w e  k n o w  H i s  v o i ce  f r o m  o u r  o w n ?  

 Li s t en i n g  t o  t h e  Lo r d  r eq u i r e s  a  t r a i n ed  ea r .   T r a i n i n g  b eg i n s  b y 

s p en d i n g  t i m e  i n  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .   O n ce  H i s  v o i ce  b eco m es  f am i l i a r  t o  

o u r  e a r  w e  m ay r e s p o n d  acco r d i n g l y.   S o m e t i m es  H i s  v o i ce  can  b eco m e  

i n d i s t i n c t ,  c au s i n g  u s  t o  t h i n k  t h e  t h o u gh t s  a r e  o u r  o w n ,  i f  w e  b eco m e  

o v e r co m e  b y o u r  f r u s t r a t i o n s .   T h e  k ey i s  t o  r em a i n  ca l m ;  ch ao s  ch o k es  

t h e  v o i ce  o f  G o d  f r o m  o u r  e a r .  
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 J e s u s  s a i d  i n  J o h n  1 4 : 1 3 , 1 4  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :   “A n d  w h a t s o ev e r  ye  

s h a l l  a s k  i n  m y n am e ,  t h a t  w i l l  I  d o  t h a t  t h e  Fa t h e r  m ay b e  g l o r i f i ed  i n  

t h e  S o n .   I f  ye  s h a l l  a s k  an y t h i n g  i n  m y n am e ,  I  w i l l  d o  i t . ”   H i s  w o r d s  

i n c l u d e  a s k i n g  f o r  h e l p .  

 M y w i f e ,  N i ck ee ,  w as  a t  h o m e  a l o n e  o n e  d ay w h i l e  I  w as  a t  w o r k .   

S h e  b u s i ed  h e r s e l f  a r o u n d  t h e  h o m e  b y c l ean i n g ,  s t r a i gh t en i n g  f u r n i t u r e ,  

m ak i n g  b ed s ,  c l e an i n g  u p  a f t e r  o u r  s o n ,  an d  d o i n g  t h e  l au n d r y.   D o i n g  t h e  

l au n d r y i s  u s u a l l y  n o t  a  v e r y t a s k i n g  ac t i v i t y;  h o w ev e r ,  i t  co u l d  b e  i f  an  

a r t i c l e  o f  c l o t h i n g  w as  m i s p l aced .   W h a t  w as  m i s s i n g  w as  a  p a i r  o f  o u r  

s o n ’ s  p a j am as .  

 “W h er e  a r e  t h o s e  p a j am as ? ”  N i ck ee  w o n d e r ed .   S h e  b egan  an  i n -

d ep t h  s ea r ch  t h r o u gh o u t  t h e  h o u s e  f o r  t h e  p a j am as .   T h e  s ea r ch  i n c l u d ed  

l o o k i n g  u n d e r  b ed s ,  t h e  d i r t y  l au n d r y b a s k e t ,  c l e an  c l o t h e s  p i l e ,  J ays o n ’ s  

r o o m ,  o u r  r o o m ,  t h e  k i t ch en ,  l i v i n g  r o o m ,  an d  ev e r yw h e r e  e l s e  t h a t  c am e  

t o  h e r  m i n d .   N o t  o n e  s t o n e  w as  l e f t  u n t u r n ed  i n  h e r  s ea r ch .   N i ck ee  

b ecam e  v e r y f r u s t r a t ed  b ecau s e  s h e  h ad  j u s t  w as h ed  t h e  p a j am as ,  an d  n o w  

t h ey r em a i n ed  h i d d en  f r o m  h e r  v i ew .  

 I  a r r i v ed  h o m e  t h a t  ev en i n g  t o  f i n d  a  v e r y d i s t r au gh t  w i f e .   A f t e r  

w e  g r ee t ed  each  o t h e r  I  a s k ed  h e r  h o w  h e r  d ay w en t .   Fo r  t h e  n ex t  f ew  

m i n u t e s  s h e  d e s c r i b ed  i n  ex c r u c i a t i n g  d e t a i l ,  h e r  i n ab i l i t y  t o  f i n d  t h e  

p a j am as .  

 “D i d  yo u  a s k  t h e  Lo r d  w h e r e  t h ey a r e? ”   I  a s k ed .  

 “Y es . ”  

 “W h a t  d i d  H e  s ay?  

 “ ‘ T h ey a r e  i n  t h e  s h ee t s , ’  b u t  t h o s e  m ay h av e  b een  m y o w n  

t h o u gh t s . ”  

 “D i d  yo u  l o o k  i n  t h e  s h ee t s ? ”  

 “N o .   I  l o o k ed  a l l  o v e r  t h e  h o u s e . ”  

 “W h y d i d n ’ t  yo u  l o o k  i n  t h e  s h ee t s ?  
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 “Becau s e  I  h ad  j u s t  w as h ed  an d  f o l d ed  t h e  s h ee t s  an d  p u t  t h em  

aw ay. ”  

 I  w a l k ed  o v e r  t o  t h e  l i n en  c l o s e t ,  o p en ed  t h e  d o o r ,  an d  b egan  

p u l l i n g  s h ee t s  f r o m  t h e  c l o s e t  an d  u n f o l d i n g  t h em .   I  p r ayed ,  “G o d ,  

N i ck ee  s a i d  yo u  t o l d  h e r  t h e  p a j am as  a r e  i n  t h e  s h ee t s .   I f  t h ey a r e  n o t  

h e r e  yo u  b e t t e r  m ak e  s o m e  b ecau s e  I  h av e  b een  t e l l i n g  h e r  yo u  t a l k  t o  

p eo p l e . ”   N ea r l y a l l  t h e  c l e an ,  f o l d ed ,  s h ee t s  w e r e  i n  a  p i l e  o n  t h e  f l o o r .   

I  p u l l ed  o n e  o f  t h e  l a s t  s h ee t s  o f f  t h e  s h e l f  an d  b egan  u n f o l d i n g  i t .   T h e  

s h ee t  w as  a  b o t t o m  s h ee t  d e s i gn ed  t o  f i t  o v e r  t h e  co r n e r s  o f  a  b ed .  A s  

t h e  s h ee t  f e l l  l o o s e ,  I  l o o k ed  d o w n  i n t o  o n e  o f  t h e  f i t t ed  co r n e r s  an d  

s p i ed  t h e  p a j am a s .   I  ex c l a i m ed ,  “ I  f o u n d  t h em ! ”   W e  r e j o i ced ,  w h a t  w as  

l o s t  w as  f o u n d .   W e  b o t h  l e a r n ed  h o w  l i s t en i n g  t o  t h e  S p i r i t  s av e s  t i m e .   

N i ck ee  h ad  s p en t  n ea r l y e i gh t  f r u i t l e s s  h o u r s  o f  co n t i n u a l  s ea r ch i n g .   

P e r s o n a l l y,  I  co u l d  n o t  i m ag i n e  h o w  m an y h o u r s  I  h ad  s p en t  l o o k i n g  f o r  

t h i n gs .   H o u r s  o f  s ea r ch i n g  w o u l d  h av e  b een  s av ed  i f  I  h ad  ca l l ed  o n  t h e  

Lo r d  t o  h e l p  m e .  

 M an y p eo p l e  go  t o  w o r k  i n  a  p a r t i cu l a r  p l ace  b ecau s e  o f  t h e  

b en e f i t s .   I  h av e  m e t  s o m e  p eo p l e  w h o ,  s eem i n g l y,  r a t e  t h e  b en e f i t s  t h ey 

w i l l  r e ce i v e  f r o m  t h e  co m p an y h i gh e r  t h an  t h e  w ages  t h ey w i l l  r e ce i v e .   

W h at  ab o u t  G o d ’ s  b en e f i t s ?   I s  t h e  s av i n g  o f  s o u l s  t h e  o n l y b en e f i t  o f  

b e i n g  a  C h r i s t i an ?   H av e  yo u  ev e r  co n s i d e r ed  t h a t  s av i n g  u s  t i m e  i s  a  

b en e f i t  o f  t h e  Lo r d ?   S o m e t i m es  w e  w i l l  w o r k  o r  s ea r ch  en d l e s s l y o n l y t o  

l e a r n  i f  w e  h ad  l i s t en ed  t o  t h e  Lo r d  w e  co u l d  h av e  go n e  o n  t o  s o m e t h i n g  

e l s e .  

 W h en  w e  a s k  t h e  Lo r d  a  q u es t i o n ,  w e  m u s t  b e  r ead y t o  l i s t en ,  an d  

ac t .   I f  t h e  Lo r d  d o es  n o t  w as t e  t i m e ,  w h y s h o u l d  w e?   
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2 7  

W H E R E  C O M E T H  T H E  W IN D ?  

 

 N ea r l y t w o  w eek s  a f t e r  I  h ad  r ece i v ed  t h e  b ap t i s m  o f  t h e  H o l y 

S p i r i t  I  i n f o r m ed  m y w i f e  o f  m y ex p e r i en ce .   T h e  n ew s  w as  r a t h e r  

s u r p r i s i n g  t o  h e r  b ecau s e  b o t h  o f  u s  h ad  s t e e r ed  co m p l e t e l y aw ay f r o m  

an y ev i d en ces  o f  t h e  b ap t i s m  i n  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .   I  w en t  o n  t o  ex p l a i n  t h a t  

I  d i d  n o t  h av e  t h e  ex p e r i en ce  i n  ch u r ch ,  r a t h e r ,  i n  t h e  p r i v acy o f  o u r  

h o m e  a f t e r  h av i n g  s een  a  r e s p ec t ed  ch u r ch  m i n i s t e r  w h o  p a s t o r ed  n ea r b y.   

P r ayi n g  i n  o t h e r  t o n gu es  w as  a  r e s u l t  o f  h av i n g  b e s o u gh t  G o d ’ s  S p i r i t ,  

f o r  p r ayi n g  i n  m y l a c k - l u s t e r  u n d e r s t an d i n g  w as  u n f r u i t f u l .   P au l  h ad  

s p o k en  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  p r ay w i t h o u t  c ea s i n g ,  b u t  h o w  co u l d  I  w h en  m y 

m o u t h  r an  o u t  o f  w o r d s ?   Fu r t h e r m o r e ,  I  t o l d  h e r  t h a t  s p eak i n g  i n  o t h e r  

t o n gu es  w as  n o t  m y go a l ,  r a t h e r ,  t o  w a l k  i n  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d .   N i c k ee  

q u i e t l y  a s k ed  m e  t o  k eep  t o  m ys e l f  ab o u t  m y ex p e r i en ce ,  an d  b ecau s e  I  

f u l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  w h a t  s h e  m ean t ,  I  ag r eed .  

 S ev e r a l  w eek s  a f t e r  I  ex p o s ed  m y H o l y S p i r i t  ex p e r i en ce  t o  m y w i f e  

I  s a t  r e ad i n g  a  p a r t i cu l a r  b o o k .   T h e  ch ap t e r  t h a t  c au gh t  m y eye  ad d r e s s ed  
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t h e  t o p i c  o f  a  p u r p o s e  f o r  s p eak i n g  i n  o t h e r  t o n gu es .   P r ayi n g  i n  o t h e r  

t o n gu es  p r ep a r e s  t h e  h ea r t  an d  s o u l  t o  h ea r  f r o m  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .   O n l y 

t h r o u gh  p r ep a r a t i o n  m ay t h e  ch i l d  o f  G o d  r ece i v e  f r o m  t h e  Lo r d  s u ch  

t h i n gs  a s  w o r d s  o f  k n o w l ed ge ,  w i s d o m ,  an d  o t h e r  b en e f i t s  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  

T h e  Lo r d  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  l i f e  an d  go d l i n e s s .   I  i m m ed i a t e l y s o u gh t  N i ck ee  

t o  t e l l  h e r  o f  t h e  ch ap t e r  i n  t h e  b o o k .  

 O n e  ev en i n g ,  a s  I  p r ep a r ed  t o  l e av e  f o r  w o r k ,  I  b r o ach ed  t h e  t o p i c  

o f  t h e  b o o k  w i t h  m y w i f e .   I  b r i e f l y  o u t l i n ed  t h e  ch ap t e r  i n  t h e  b o o k ,  an d  

s u gges t ed  s h e  r ead  i t .   N i ck ee  t o l d  m e  s h e  w o u l d  r ead  t h e  b o o k .   I  l e f t  f o r  

w o r k  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  s h e  w o u l d  t e l l  m e  t h e  n ex t  d ay.    

 U p o n  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e  f r o m  w o r k  t h e  n ex t  m o r n i n g  I  w en t  d i r ec t l y  t o  

b ed .   I  s l ep t  f o r  a  f ew  h o u r s  an d  aw o k e  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  N i ck ee  t h o u gh t  o f  

t h e  ch ap t e r .   I  r o s e  an d  d r e s s ed  f o r  t h e  d ay,  w a l k ed  i n t o  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  

w h e r e  N i ck ee  w as  s i t t i n g .  

 N i ck ee  t o l d  m e  s h e  h ad  r ead  t h e  ch ap t e r  an d ,  f o r  o n ce  i n  h e r  l i f e ,  

s aw  a  p r ac t i c a l  r e a s o n  f o r  p r ayi n g  i n  o t h e r  t o n gu es .   T h e  p r o b l em  w as  

t h a t  s h e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  h o w  t o  r ece i v e  t h e  b ap t i s m  i n  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .   

N o w ,  I  w as  ce r t a i n l y i gn o r an t  ab o u t  r e ce i v i n g  t h e  b ap t i s m ,  b u t  I  t o l d  

N i ck ee  w h a t  I  h ad  d o n e .   S h e  w as  i n t e r e s t ed  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  I  h ad  s i m p l y 

p r ayed ;  g i v i n g  ev e r yt h i n g  I  co u l d  t h i n k  o f  t o  t h e  Lo r d .   C o n f e s s i n g  t o  

H i m  ev e r yt h i n g  an d  an yt h i n g  t h a t  c am e  t o  m i n d  w h i ch  w o u l d  h i n d e r  an y 

f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  H i m  an d  c l ea r ed  aw ay an y r ega r d  f o r  s i n .   S i n ce  N i ck ee  

w as  n o w  an x i o u s  t o  r e ce i v e  t h e  b ap t i s m  i n  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t ,  I  s u gges t ed  

t h a t  s h e  go  i n t o  o u r  b ed r o o m  an d  p r ay t o  t h e  f a t h e r .   W e  w e r e  r em i n d ed  

o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  i n  Lu k e  1 1 : 1 1 - 1 3 ,  “ I f  a  s o n  s h a l l  a s k  b r ead  o f  an y o f  yo u  

t h a t  i s  a  f a t h e r ,  w i l l  h e  g i v e  h i m  a  s t o n e?  o r  i f  h e  a s k  a  f i s h ,  w i l l  h e  f o r  a  

f i s h  g i v e  h i m  a  s e r p en t ?   O r  i f  h e  s h a l l  a s k  an  egg ,  w i l l  h e  o f f e r  h i m  a  

s co r p i o n ?   I f  ye  t h en ,  b e i n g  ev i l ,  k n o w  h o w  t o  g i v e  go o d  g i f t s  t o  yo u r  

ch i l d r en :  h o w  m u ch  m o r e  s h a l l  yo u r  h eav en l y f a t h e r  g i v e  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  

t o  t h em  t h a t  a s k  h i m ? ”   W e  h ad  t h e  l ega l  b a s e  f o r  a s k i n g  o u r  Fa t h e r  f o r  
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t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  s o  N i ck ee  m ad e  h e r  w ay t o  t h e  b ed r o o m  an d  s h u t  t h e  

d o o r .  

 W h i l e  N i ck ee  w as  p r ayi n g ,  I  p r ayed  t o o .  P r a i s e s  w e r e  o f f e r ed  t o  

G o d  w er e  o f f e r ed  o n  b eh a l f  o f  N i ck ee .   C o v e t i n g  G o d ’ s  b e s t  f o r  h e r  w as  

m y s i n ce r e  d e s i r e  b ecau s e  w e  n eed ed  t o  w o r k  t o ge t h e r ,  an d  b e  i n  

ag r eem en t  i f  w e  w e r e  t o  w o r k  t o ge t h e r .   S o m e  t i m e  p a s s ed  w h en  I  h ea r d  

t h e  b ed r o o m  d o o r  o p en .  

 N i ck ee  w a l k ed  o u t  i n t o  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  w i t h  a  v e r y s t r an ge  

ex p r e s s i o n  o n  h e r  f a ce .   I  a s k ed  h e r  h o w  t h i n gs  h ad  go n e ;  d i d  s h e  s p eak  

w i t h  o t h e r  t o n gu es ?   S h e  s a i d  n o ,  b u t  s o m e t h i n g  s t r an ge  h ap p en ed  t o  h e r  

w h i l e  s h e  p r ayed .   A s  s h e  s a t  an d  p r ayed ,  s u d d en l y s h e  h ea r d  t h e  s o u n d  o f  

a  w i n d  b l o w i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m .   T h e  s o u n d  w as  v e r y n o t i c eab l e  s o  s h e  

w en t  t o  t h e  w i n d o w s  t o  s ee  i f  o n e  o f  t h e m  w as  o p en  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  an y 

w i n d  t o  co m e  i n s i d e .   W h i l e  s h e  w as  l o o k i n g  b eh i n d  t h e  cu r t a i n s ,  s h e  

co u l d  s t i l l  h ea r  t h e  w i n d ,  an d  s h e  w as  t o t a l l y  b ew i l d e r ed .   Becau s e  

N i ck ee  w as  n o t  r e a r ed  i n  a  C h r i s t i an  h o m e ,  an d  b ecau s e  s h e  h ad  r ecen t l y 

a ccep t ed  J e s u s  a s  t h e  S o n  o f  G o d  s h e  co u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y k n o w  w h a t  w as  

h ap p en i n g .  

 U p o n  h ea r i n g  N i ck ee ’ s  w o r d s ,  I  b u r s t  i n t o  l au gh t e r .   I  l au gh ed  n o t  

a t  h e r ,  b u t  i n  d e l i gh t  o f  w h a t  I  h ea r d .   I  a s k ed  h e r  i f  s h e  h ad  an y i d ea  

w h a t  t h e  w i n d  m ean t .   W h en  s h e  s a i d  s h e  d i d  n o t ,  I  o p en ed  t h e  B i b l e  t o  

A c t s  2 : 1 - 2 ,  “A n d  w h en  t h e  d ay o f  P en t eco s t  w as  f u l l y  co m e ,  t h ey w e r e  a l l  

w i t h  o n e  acco r d  i n  o n e  p l ace .   A n d  s u d d en l y t h e r e  c am e  a  s o u n d  f r o m  

h eav en  a s  o f  a  r u s h i n g  m i gh t y w i n d ,  an d  i t  f i l l ed  a l l  t h e  h o u s e  w h e r e  t h ey 

w er e  s i t t i n g . ”   T h e  f ac t  s h e  d i d  n o t  s p eak  i n  o t h e r  t o n gu es  p a l ed  i n  t h e  

l i gh t  o f  t h e  m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .   T o n gu es  w o u l d  ev i d en ce  

t h em s e l v e s  l a t e r ,  b u t  f o r  n o w  w e  b a s k ed  i n  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  Lo r d .  

 O n e  t i m e  m y au n t  ad v i s ed  m e  t h a t  t h e  age  o f  m i r ac l e s  w as  go n e .   A  

l o o k  o f  s h o ck  w as  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  m y s t a t em en t  t h a t ,  “ I f  t h e  age  o f  

m i r ac l e s  i s  go n e  t h en  yo u  a r e  d ead  i n  yo u r  s i n s ! ”   T h e  age  o f  m i r ac l e s  i s  
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go n e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  b e l i ev e  i n  s u ch  t h i n gs ,  b u t  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  

m i r acu l o u s l y ev i d en ced  H i m s e l f  b y u n d e r s co r i n g  s c r i p t u r e  t o  m y d ea r  

u n l ea r n ed  w i f e .   N o w  n o  o n e  co u l d  ev e r  d i s p u t e  N i ck ee ’ s  t e s t i m o n y t o  

H i m .    N i ck ee ’ s  s i m p l e  r eq u es t  w as  m agn i f i c en t l y an s w er ed .   G o d  

m o v ed  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  h e r  f a i t h .   I s  t h i s  n o t  t h e  w ay o f  G o d ,  t o  co n f o u n d  

t h e  w i s e  an d  s h o w  H i s  s t r en g t h  t o  t h em  w h o  ca l l  u p o n  H i s  N am e?   G o d  i s  

g r ea t .  
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2 8  

Y O U  S A ID  T O  S A Y  W H A T ?  

 

 Leo n  ca l l ed  a s k i n g  i f  w e  w o u l d  v i s i t  t h e  ch u r ch  h e  a t t en d ed  f o r  a  

b an q u e t  an d  ev en i n g  s e r v i ce  o n  a  p a r t i cu l a r  S a t u r d ay n i gh t .   T h e  p l an  w as  

f o r  m e  t o  b o t h  s i n g  an d  s p eak  i n  t h e  ev en i n g’ s  m ee t i n g .  H e  a l s o  w an t ed  

t o  k n o w  i f  w e  w o u l d  s t ay o v e r  an d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  S u n d ay m o r n i n g  

s e r v i ce .   N i ck ee  an d  I  h ea r t i l y  a ccep t ed  b ecau s e  w e  a l w ays  l o o k  f o r w a r d  

t o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  Lo r d ’ s  w o r k .  

 W e  d ep a r t ed  o u r  h o m e  o n  S a t u r d ay a f t e r n o o n  an d  h ead ed  s o u t h w es t  

t o  O r ego n ’ s  co a s t a l  t o w n  o f  C o q u i l l e .   O u r  s p i r i t s  w e r e  h i gh ,  an d  w e  

s p en t  t h e  t i m e  t a l k i n g  ab o u t  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .   T i m e  ce r t a i n l y s eem s  t o  

f l y  w h en  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  i s  t h e  t o p i c  o f  d i s cu s s i o n .   T h e  f o u r  h o u r  d r i v e  

w en t  q u i ck l y,  an d  s o o n  w e  w e r e  d r i v i n g  u p  t h e  d r i v ew ay t o  t h e  ch u r ch .  

 A f t e r  a l l  g r ee t i n gs  w e r e  f i n i s h ed ,  I  b egan  s ea r ch i n g  t h e  ch u r ch  f o r  a  

p l ace  t o  p r ay.   Leo n  t o l d  u s  t h e  b an q u e t  w o u l d  b eg i n  i n  an  h o u r ,  an d  t h e  

ev en i n g  s e r v i ce  an  h o u r  a f t e r  e a t i n g .   I  f o u n d  a  q u i e t  r o o m  s u i t ab l e  f o r  

p r aye r  an d  b egan  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  Lo r d .   T o  s ay I  w as  n e r v o u s  w as  an  
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u n d e r s t a t em en t  b ecau s e  I  h ad  ab s o l u t e l y n o  i d ea  w h a t  t o  t a l k  ab o u t  t h a t  

n i gh t .   I  p r ayed  f e r v en t l y a s k i n g  t h e  Lo r d  f o r  a  t o p i c .   T h e  s u b j ec t  h ad  t o  

b e  f r o m  t h e  Lo r d ,  f o r  t h e s e  p eo p l e  t h i s  n i gh t .   I  a s k ed  t h e  Lo r d  f o r  an  

an o i n t i n g ,  i n  J e s u s ’  N am e .   N o  an s w er s  w e r e  g i v en  t o  m e .   S u d d en l y,  I  

r em em b er ed  t h e  b an q u e t .   I  w as  l a t e .  

 I  h u r r i ed  d o w n  t h e  s t a i r s  t o  t h e  b a s em en t  w h e r e  t h e  b an q u e t  w as  

b e i n g  h e l d .   T h e  s o u n d s  o f  m an y v o i ce s  w e r e  h ea r d  an d  f ace s  s een  a s  I  

r o u n d ed  t h e  co r n e r  i n t o  t h e  b an q u e t  h a l l .   Leo n  h ad  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t en d ed  

f o r  m e  t o  l e ad  t h e  p eo p l e  i n  p r aye r  o v e r  t h e  d i n n e r .   S i n ce  I  w as  l a t e ,  

Leo n  p r ayed  an d  ev e r yo n e  d u g  i n t o  t h e  f o o d .   D u r i n g  t h e  d i n n e r  a  f ew  o f  

t h e  p eo p l e  t o l d  m e  h o w  an x i o u s  t h ey w e r e  f o r  m e  t o  h ea r  t h e i r  p a s t o r  

p r each .   S u d d en l y,  t h e  d i n n e r  en d ed ,  an d  p eo p l e  b egan  c l ea r i n g  t h e  

t ab l e s .   W h a t  a  m ea l !   N o  o n e  w a l k ed  aw ay f r o m  t h e  t ab l e s  h u n gr y.  

 I  r u s h ed  b ack  t o  t h e  r o o m .   T h e  t i m e  I  h ad  t o  ge t  an  an s w er  f r o m  

t h e  Lo r d  w as  q u i ck l y v an i s h i n g .   By n o w ,  I  w as  m u ch  m o r e  f e r v en t  i n  m y 

p l ea  t o  t h e  Lo r d  f o r  s u b j ec t  m a t e r i a l ,  an d  f o r  an  an o i n t i n g  f o r  t h e  

ev en i n g’ s  s e r v i ce .  T h r o u gh o u t  t h e  d i n n e r  I  co n t i n u ed  t o  c a s t  ab o u t  i n  m y 

m i n d  f o r  a  t o p i c ;  m y m i n d  w as  em p t y o f  t h o u gh t s .   I  p r ayed  i n  t h e  S p i r i t  

f o r  a  w h i l e .   S u b t l y,  a  t h o u gh t  c am e  i n t o  m y co n s c i o u s  m i n d :   W h a t  d o es  

I  J o h n  2 : 2 7  s ay?    I  t h o u gh t  f o r  a  m o m en t  an d  r ec i t ed  t h e  s c r i p t u r e ,  “Bu t  

t h e  an o i n t i n g  w h i ch  ye  h av e  r ece i v e d  o f  h i m  ab i d e t h  i n  yo u ,  an d  ye  n eed  

n o t  t h a t  an y m an  t e ach  yo u :  b u t  a s  t h e  s am e  an o i n t i n g  t e ach e t h  yo u  o f  a l l  

t h i n gs ,  an d  i s  t r u t h ,  an d  i s  n o  l i e ,  an d  ev en  a s  i t  h a t h  t au gh t  yo u ,  ye  s h a l l  

ab i d e  i n  h i m . ”   S u d d en l y,  m y h ea r t  k eyed  i n  o n  t h e  w o r d s ,  “Bu t  t h e  

an o i n t i n g  w h i ch  ye  h av e  r ece i v ed  o f  h i m  ab i d e t h  i n  yo u .  .  .  . ”   T h e  

an o i n t i n g  a b i d e s  i n  m e ?   W h y am  I  a s k i n g  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  I  a l r e ad y h av e?   

I  w o n d e r ed  i f  I  w as  o f f  b a s e  i n  m y t h i n k i n g .   S o  m an y r e l i g i o u s  s p eak e r s  

h av e  s p o k en ,  “Lo r d ,  I  a s k  f o r  an  an o i n t i n g  f o r  t h i s  ev en i n g’ s  s e r v i ce . ”   I  

t h o r o u gh l y b e l i ev ed  a s k i n g  f o r  an  an o i n t i n g  f o r  a  s p ec i a l  ev en t  w as  t h e  

r i gh t  t h i n g  t o  d o .   N o w  h e r e  I  w as  an d  t h e  Lo r d  w as  gen t l y t e l l i n g  m e  n o t  
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t o  a s k  f o r  w h a t  I  a l r e ad y h ad ;  w h a t  a  co n cep t !   M y m i n d  r ee l ed  w i t h  t h e  

r ev e l a t i o n .    I  p r ayed ,  “A l l  r i gh t  Lo r d ,  I  t h an k  yo u  f o r  t h e  an o i n t i n g  t h a t  

ab i d e s  i n  m e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  I  a s k  f o r  t h e  m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  yo u r  an o i n t i n g . "   I  

t h an k ed  t h e  Lo r d  i n  ad v an ce  o f  t h e  m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  H i s  an o i n t i n g .   N o w  

w e  w e r e  p r o gr e s s i n g ,  b u t  w h a t  ab o u t  t h e  t o p i c  f o r  t h e  ev en i n g?  

 M y m i n d  f e l t  l i k e  a  w as h i n g  m ach i n e  f o r  t h i n k i n g .   S l o s h ,  s l o s h ,  

s l o s h ,  m y t h o u gh t s  w en t  r o u n d  an d  r o u n d .   I  i m p l o r ed  t h e  Lo r d  f o r  a  

s u b j ec t .   T yp i ca l  o f  t h e  Lo r d ,  f a i n t  a l m o s t  f a r - o f f  w o r d s  w e r e  

f o r m u l a t i n g ,  s eem i n g l y,  i n  t h e  b a ck  o f  m y m i n d .   T h e  w o r d s  w e r e ,  “W h a t  

h av e  yo u  b een  s t u d yi n g? ”   S e r i o u s l y,  I  w as  s p en d i n g  n ea r l y t h i r t y  h o u r s  a  

w eek  i n  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  an d  p r aye r .   R es ea r ch  i n  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  

co v e r ed  m an y t r a i l s  an d  s u b j ec t s .   I  t o l d  t h e  Lo r d  o f  m an y a r ea s  I  h ad  

s t u d i ed .   N ex t ,  I  h ea r d  t h e  w o r d s ,   “D o  n o t  w o r r y w h a t  t o  s ay.   O p en  yo u r  

m o u t h  an d  I  w i l l  f i l l  i t .   T h i s  i s  n o t  yo u r  s e r v i ce ,  i t  i s  m i n e . ”   T i m e  cam e  

f o r  m e  t o  go  o u t  o n t o  t h e  s t age .  

 W h i l e  w a l k i n g  o u t  o f  m y r o o m  i n t o  t h e  au d i t o r i u m ,  I  l o o k ed  t o  s ee  

w h a t  s i z e  au d i en ce  w as  t h e r e .   P eo p l e  c am e  i n  an d  f i l l ed  n ea r l y ev e r y 

s ea t  i n  t h e  au d i t o r i u m ,  an d  s t i l l  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  s p ec i f i c a l l y  w h a t  I  w as  t o  

s ay.   I  s a t  o n  m y ch a i r  a t  t h e  m i c r o p h o n e  an d  b egan  t h e  s e r v i ce  w i t h  

p r aye r .   W e  s p en t  ab o u t  t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y m i n u t e s  s i n g i n g  s o n gs .   I  s an g  

s o n gs  I  h ad  w r i t t en ,  an d  w e  s an g  g r o u p  s i n g - a l o n gs .   T h e  s p i r i t u a l  

a t m o s p h e r e  w as  l i gh t ;  h o w ev e r ,  I  s en s ed  t h e  p r e s en ce  o f  t h e  Lo r d .  

 T h e  t i m e  h ad  co m e  t o  ge t  i n t o  t h e  m ea t  o f  t h e  W o r d .   T h e  m u s i c  h ad  

p r ep a r ed  o u r  h ea r t s  t o  h ea r  w h a t  t h e  L o r d  h ad  t o  s ay.   I  s e t  m y gu i t a r  

d o w n  o n t o  i t s  s t an d .   A s  c l ea r  a s  c r ys t a l  t h e  Lo r d  gav e  m e  t h e  m es s age  

f o r  t h e  ev en i n g .   I  w as  t o  s p eak  o n  s eco n d  P e t e r  1 : 5 - 1 0  w h i ch  s ays ,  “A n d  

b es i d e s  t h i s ,  g i v i n g  a l l  d i l i gen ce ,  ad d  t o  yo u r  f a i t h  v i r t u e ;  an d  t o  v i r t u e  

k n o w l ed ge ;  an d  t o  k n o w l ed ge  t em p e r an ce ;  an d  t o  t em p e r an ce  p a t i en ce ;  

an d  t o  p a t i en ce  go d l i n e s s ;  an d  t o  go d l i n e s s  b r o t h e r l y k i n d n es s ,  an d  t o  

b r o t h e r l y k i n d n es s  l o v e .   Fo r  i f  t h e s e  t h i n gs  b e  i n  yo u ,  an d  ab o u n d ,  t h ey 
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m ak e  yo u  t h a t  y e  s h a l l  n e i t h e r  b e  b a r r en  n o r  u n f r u i t f u l  i n  t h e  k n o w l ed ge  

o f  o u r  Lo r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t   Bu t  h e  t h a t  l a ck e t h  t h e s e  t h i n gs  i s  b l i n d ,  an d  

can n o t  s ee  a f a r  o f f ,  an d  h a t h  f o r go t t en  t h a t  h e  w as  p u r ged  f r o m  h i s  o l d  

s i n s .   W h e r e f o r e  t h e  r a t h e r ,  b r e t h r en ,  g i v e  d i l i gen ce  t o  m ak e  yo u r  c a l l i n g  

an d  e l ec t i o n  s u r e :  f o r  i t  ye  d o  t h e s e  t h i n gs ,  ye  s h a l l  n ev e r  f a l l . ”  

 T h e  Lo r d  h ad  s h o w n  m e  d ays  ea r l i e r  t h e  p o w er  i n  w h a t  P e t e r  h ad  

w r i t t en .   I  d e s c r i b ed  t o  t h e  p eo p l e  t h e  i m p o r t an ce  o f  t h e  w o r d ,  d i l i gen ce .   

W i t h o u t  d i l i gen ce ,  w e  d o  n o t  m o v e  f o r w a r d ;  w e  s t agn a t e .   D i l i gen ce  i s  

ak i n  t o  b e i n g  p e r s i s t en t  an d  co n s i s t en t .   W e  l o o k ed  a t  d i l i gen ce  a s  b e i n g  

t h e  cen t e r  p o i n t  o f  a  b a l an ce  b eam .   I f  a l l  e i gh t  o f  t h e  e l em en t s  o f  I I  

P e t e r  w e r e  p l aced  a l o n g  t h e  b eam ;  t h a t  i s ,  f a i t h ,  v i r t u e ,  k n o w l ed ge ,  

t em p e r an ce ,  p a t i en ce ,  go d l i n e s s ,  b r o t h e r l y k i n d n es s ,  an d  l o v e ,  f o u r  o n  

each  s i d e ,  w e  w o u l d  s ee  t h e  b a l an ced  C h r i s t i an  l i f e .   T o o  m u ch  o r  t o o  

l i t t l e  o f  an y o n e  o f  t h e  e l em en t s  w o u l d  t i p  t h e  s ca l e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p u t t i n g  

u s  o u t  o f  b a l an ce .   G en e r a l l y ,  t h e  b a l an ce  b eam  i s  p a r t  o f  a  s ca l e ,  an d  

d i l i gen ce  i n  s t u d yi n g  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  a l o n g  w i t h  d ev e l o p i n g  a  

f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Lo r d  w o r k s  i n  u s ,  ab u n d an ce .   W e  w i l l  b e  ab l e  t o  s ee  

c l ea r l y t h e  t h i n gs  G o d  s ee s ,  an d  u n d e r s t an d  G o d ’ s  l o v e  t o w ar d  u s  t o  s av e  

u s  f r o m  d es t r u c t i o n .    

 N o n e  o f  u s  w an t  t o  f a l l ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  s ays ,  “ .  .  . [ G ] i v e  

d i l i gen ce  t o  m ak e  yo u r  c a l l i n g  an d  e l ec t i o n  s u r e :  f o r  i f  ye  d o  t h e s e  

t h i n gs ,  ye  s h a l l  n ev e r  f a l l . ”   T h e  p eo p l e  n eed ed  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h em s e l v e s  

t o  s ee  i f ,  b a s ed  o n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e ,  t h e i r  l i v e s  w e r e  o u t  o f  b a l an ce .   S i n ce  

t h e  Lo r d  i s  i n  t h e  h ea l i n g  an d  b i n d i n g - u p - b r o k en - h ea r t s  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  

p eo p l e  w e r e  i n v i t ed  t o  co m e  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  a l t a r  t o  p r ay.   M an y p eo p l e  

c am e  t o  t h e  a l t a r  t h a t  n i gh t .   T r u l y,  t h e  Lo r d  h ad  g r aced  t h e  s e r v i ce  w i t h  

H i s  p r e s en ce .  

 O n  S u n d ay,  w e  f i l l ed  t h e  au d i t o r i u m  f o r  t h e  m o r n i n g  s e r v i ce ,  an d  

p eo p l e  t o l d  m e  aga i n  h o w  an x i o u s  t h ey w e r e  f o r  m e  t o  h ea r  t h e i r  p a s t o r .   

T h e r e  w e r e ,  r o u gh l y,  s ev en t y - f i v e  p eo p l e  t h e r e  t h a t  m o r n i n g .   A ga i n ,  
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t h e r e  w as  a  f e e l i n g  o f  l i gh t - h ea r t ed n es s  am o n g  t h e  p eo p l e .   I  p r ep a r ed  

m ys e l f  t o  s i n g  a  r o l l i ck i n g  g r o u p  s i n g - a l o n g  w h en  s u d d en l y t h e  Lo r d  

ch an ged  m y m i n d .   “D o  n o t  s i n g  t h e  s o n g  yo u  i n t en d ed ;  r a t h e r ,  p l ay ‘ H e ’ s  

C o m i n g  A ga i n . ’ ”   T h e  p a s t o r  m o t i o n ed  t o  m e  t o  co m e  t o  t h e  s t age  t o  p l ay 

m y s o n g  b e f o r e  h e  s p o k e .   I  s t ep p ed  u p  t o  t h e  m i c r o p h o n e ,  i n t r o d u ced  t h e  

s o n g  an d  b egan  t o  p l ay.   I  c l o s ed  m y eyes  an d  m o v ed  i n  t h e  S p i r i t .  

 W h i l e  I  w as  s i n g i n g ,  I  h ea r d  s o m eo n e  t a l k i n g .   T h e  w o r d s  w e r e  

i n d i s t i n c t ,  an d  t h e r e  w as  t h e  s o f t  r u s t l i n g  o f  p eo p l e .   M y eyes  r em a i n ed  

c l o s ed .   I  s a n g  t h e  l a s t  s t r a i n s  o f  t h e  s o n g .   O p en i n g  m y eyes ,  I  s aw  t h e  

a l t a r  l i n ed  t o  c ap ac i t y.   N ea r l y a l l  t h e  p eo p l e  i n  t h e  au d i t o r i u m  h ad  co m e  

f o r w a r d  f o r  p r aye r .   I  p l a ced  m y gu i t a r  aga i n s t  a  ch a i r ,  an d  s aw  t h e  p a s t o r  

co m i n g  t o w ar d  m e .   H e  g r a s p ed  m y r i gh t  h an d  i n  h i s  an d  s h o o k  i t .   

Lo o k i n g  a t  m e  t h r o u gh  h i s  p i e r c i n g  b l u e  eyes  h e  s t a t ed ,  “G o d  u s ed  yo u ,  

m an ! ”   I  l o o k ed  a r o u n d  m e .   P eo p l e  w e r e  ev e r yw h e r e .  

 I  k n e l t  i n  f r o n t  o f  o n e  p r ayi n g ,  an d  a s k ed  t h e  Lo r d  w h y I  d i d  n o t  

f e e l  em o t i o n .   T h e  Lo r d  s h o t  b ack ,  “T h e r e  i s  n o  t i m e  f o r  c r yi n g ,  t h i s  i s  

b u s i n e s s ! ”   S ev e r a l  o f  u s  p r ayed  w i t h  t h e s e  p eo p l e  u n t i l  t h e  a l t a r  w as  

em p t y.   A f t e r w a r d ,  w e  r e t u r n ed  t o  o u r  s ea t s .   T h e  p a s t o r  s t ep p ed  u p  t o  t h e  

p o d i u m ,  p r ayed  an d  t h an k ed  G o d ,  an d  c l o s ed  t h e  s e r v i ce .   T h e  p eo p l e  a l l  

s t o o d  u p  an d  b egan  l e av i n g .  

 Lo o k i n g  b ack  o v e r  t h e  t w o  s e r v i ce s ,  I  l e a r n ed  t h a t  G o d  i s  n o t  

i n t e r e s t ed  i n  w h a t  w e  h av e  t o  s ay a s  m u ch  a s  H e  i s  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  h av i n g  

H i s  w ay t o  l e ad  p eo p l e  t o  H i m .   I f  I  h ad  b een  ab l e  t o  co m e  u p  w i t h  

s o m e t h i n g  t o  t a l k  ab o u t  o n  S a t u r d ay ,  I  m ay h av e  t a i n t ed  t h e  m es s age  w i t h  

m y t h o u gh t s ;  f a i t h  s p o k e  i n s t ead .   A  m es s en ge r  g i v e s  t h e  m es s age ,  h e  

d o es  n o t  i n t e r p r e t ,  an d  h e  o r  s h e  go es  w h e r e  G o d  s ays  go  an d  w a i t s  f o r  

t h e  m es s age .  

 Few  p eo p l e  i n  t h e  ch u r ch  k n ew  I  h ad  s t u d i ed  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y i n  t h a t  

d en o m i n a t i o n .   N o  o n e ,  ex cep t  m y w i f e ,  k n ew  I  h ad  b een  b ap t i z ed  i n  t h e  

H o l y S p i r i t  an d  p r ayed  i n  o t h e r  t o n gu es .   T e l l i n g  p eo p l e  ab o u t  m y 
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b ap t i s m  w as  n o t  i m p o r t an t  b ecau s e  a t t en t i o n  w o u l d  h av e  f o cu s ed  o n  m e  

r a t h e r  t h an  t h e  S p i r i t .   P r ayi n g  i n  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  b r o u gh t  t h e  

m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  G o d ’ s  s u p r em e  p r e s en ce .   T h e  Lo r d  G o d  b l e s s ed  t h e  

s e r v i ce s  an d  a f f ec t ed  m an y l i v e s .    

 S ee i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  G o d ,  f i r s t - h an d ,  i s  aw es o m e .   I  d i d  n o t  h av e  t h e  

p l ea s u r e  o f  h ea r i n g  t h e i r  p a s t o r ,  an d  I  am  q u i t e  s u r e  h e  w as  a  v e r y go o d  

s p eak e r ,  an d  w o u l d  h av e  s e t  a  v e r y go o d  s p i r i t u a l  t ab l e .   A f t e r  t h e  s e r v i ce  

o n  S u n d ay,  o n e  w h o  h o p ed  I  w o u l d  h ea r  h e r  p a s t o r  c am e  u p  t o  m e  an d  

s t a t ed ,  “ I  d o  s o  w i s h  yo u  co u l d  h av e  h ea r d  o u r  p a s t o r ! ”   D es p i t e  t h e  m o v e  

o f  G o d ,  s o m e  w i l l  m i s s  H i m  an d  H i s  w o r k .     
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2 9  

ZIO N ’ S  M O U N T  

 

 M y w i f e  an d  I  s t o o d  l o o k i n g  o u t  o f  o u r  b ed r o o m  w i n d o w .   W e  h ad  

j u s t  s en t  t h e  k i d s  o f f  t o  s ch o o l ,  an d  w e r e  f o n d l y r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  

v aca t i o n  o u r  f am i l y h ad  h ad  i n  S t .  Lo u i s .   Becau s e  w e  a r r i v ed  h o m e  t h e  

ev en i n g  b e f o r e ,  I  d ec i d ed  t o  s p en d  t h e  l a s t  o f  m y v aca t i o n  a t  h o m e  w i t h  

m y w i f e .   T h e  d ay w as  s u n n y,  b l u e  s k y,  n o  c l o u d s  co u l d  b e  s een ,  an d  t h e  

b i r d s  ch i r p ed  n o i s i l y .   A s  w e  s t o o d ,  w e  w a t ch ed  a s  a  w h i t e  f o u r - d o o r  c a r  

w as  d r i v en  i n t o  o u r  d r i v ew ay.    

 A  s h o r t ,  p u d gy m an  c l i m b ed  o u t  o f  h i s  c a r  an d  m ad e  h i s  w ay ac r o s s  

t h e  ya r d  t o  o u r  f r o n t  d o o r .   A  s t r e ak  o f  v o ca l i z ed  f ea r  r an  t h r o u gh  m y 

w i f e  an d  m e .   W e  i n t u i t i v e l y k n ew  t h a t  t h e  m an  w as  a  l ega l  p r o ce s s  

s e r v e r ;  h o w ev e r ,  a s  f a r  a s  w e  k n ew  n o  o n e  w as  p l an n i n g  t o  s u e  u s .   W h a t  

a  w ay t o  en d  a  v aca t i o n !  

 I  an s w er ed  t h e  d o o r ,  w a r i l y .   T h e  m an  h an d ed  m e  an  en v e l o p e  an d  

a s k ed  m e  t o  s i gn  a  r e ce i p t  s i gn i f yi n g  t h a t ,  c e r t a i n l y,  w e  w e r e  b e i n g  d u l y 
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n o t i f i ed  o f  a  l aw s u i t  aga i n s t  u s .   W h en  I  a s k ed  t h e  m an  w h o  w as  s u i n g  u s ,  

h e  s h r u gged  h i s  s h o u l d e r s  an d  s a i d ,  “ I  d o n ’ t  k n o w . ”    

 I  w as  s h ak i n g  s o  b ad l y I  co u l d  h a r d l y o p en  t h e  en v e l o p e .   W h en  a t  

l a s t  t h e  t a s k  w as  acco m p l i s h ed ,  t h e  m u l t i p l e  s h ee t s  o f  p ap e r  w e r e  p u l l ed  

f r o m  t h e  en v e l o p e  an d  u n f o l d ed .   O u r  eye s  q u i ck l y s can n ed  t h e  d o cu m en t  

l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  n am e  o f  t h e  p l a i n t i f f .   In  t h e  u p p e r  l e f t  co r n e r  w e  s p i ed  

t h e  n am e .  T h e  d ay w e  r ece i v ed  t h e  s u m m o n s  w as  a  F r i d ay,  an d  w e  w e r e  t o  

ap p ea r  i n  co u r t  t h e  n ex t  M o n d ay!   I  co u l d  n o t  b e l i ev e ,  a l t h o u gh  I  s h o u l d  

h av e ,  w h a t  w as  h ap p en i n g .   T h e  p ap e r  i n  m y h an d  s ea l ed  m y b e l i e f  t h a t  I  

h ad  n o t ,  u p  t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  k n o w n  I  w as  s o  p e r f ec t l y  h a t ed .   W h a t  w e r e  w e  

t o  d o ?   W e  n eed ed  a  l aw ye r  i n  a  h u r r y.   F i r s t ,  w e  p r ayed  an d  t o l d  t h e  

Lo r d  w h a t  w as  h ap p en i n g .   N ex t ,  w e  a s k ed  f o r  a  m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  H i s  

l e ad e r s h i p ,  an d  t o l d  h i m  o f  o u r  n eed .   Im m ed i a t e l y a f t e r  t h an k i n g  H i m ,  a  

n am e  cam e  t o  m i n d ,  an d  w e  m ad e  t h e  ca l l .  

 T h e  a t t o r n ey,  m i r acu l o u s l y,  w as  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .   W e  q u i ck l y d e t a i l ed  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  h i m ;  h e  a s k ed  u s  t o  co m e  q u i ck l y.  

 T h e  d r i v e  t o  t h e  a t t o r n ey’ s  o f f i c e  s eem ed  t o  t ak e  f o r ev e r .   A l l  a l o n g  

t h e  w ay,  N i ck ee  an d  I  p r ayed  an d  t h an k ed  G o d  f o r  h e l p i n g  u s .   H e  h ad  t o  

k n o w  m o r e  t h an  u s  b ecau s e  w e  w e r e  ce r t a i n l y i n  t h e  d a r k .   W e  s o u gh t  t o  

q u i e t  o u r  r ag i n g  i m ag i n a t i o n s  an d  s eem i n g l y r e l en t l e s s  f e a r  o f  t h e  

u n k n o w n  b y r em em b er i n g  t h a t  p e r f ec t  l o v e  ca s t s  o u t  f e a r .   T h a t  f e a r ,  

h o w ev e r ,  t r i ed  t o  r e t u r n  l i k e  u n w an t ed  gu es t s .  

 O u r  a t t o r n ey q u i e t l y  r e ad  t h r o u gh  t h e  d o cu m en t  i n  h i s  h an d .   W e  s a t  

q u i e t l y  an d  l o o k ed  a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m  an d  a t  e ach  o t h e r .   W h a t  w as  go i n g  

t h r o u gh  h i s  m i n d ?   H e  l a i d  t h e  p ap e r s  o n  h i s  d e s k  an d  l o o k ed  u p  a t  u s .   

H e  t o l d  u s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  h e  h ad  t o  d o  w as  go  t o  t h e  co u r t  an d  h av e  t h e  

ca s e  s e t  o v e r  t o  an o t h e r  d ay w h i ch  w o u l d  g i v e  u s  t i m e  t o  p r ep a r e .  

 A s  an  a s i d e ,  I  am  co n s t r a i n ed  t o  r ev ea l  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  s u i t  

aga i n s t  m e .   M y ex - w i f e  w as  s u i n g  m e  f o r  b ack  an d  cu r r en t  ch i l d  s u p p o r t .   

W h i l e  w e  w e r e  m ar r i ed ,  s h e  d ec i d ed  an o t h e r  m an  w as  s i n g i n g  a  b e t t e r  
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s o n g  t h an  I ,  an d  s u ed  m e  f o r  d i v o r ce .   T h e  ch i l d  s u p p o r t  p aym en t s  d i d  n o t  

go  t h r o u gh  t h e  co u r t s  a s  t h ey d o  t o d ay;  f o r  yea r s  I  p a i d  ch i l d  s u p p o r t  

p aym en t s  d i r ec t l y  t o  m y ex - w i f e .   In  t h e  co u r s e  o f  t i m e  s u s p i c i o n  s e t  i n  

t h a t  s h e  h ad  m o v ed  w i t h o u t  t e l l i n g  m e  o f  h e r  n ew  ad d r e s s ;  t e l ep h o n e  

n u m b er s  d i d  n o t  w o r k .   I  t e s t ed  m y d o u b t s  b y s en d i n g  h e r  a  p aym en t  b y 

ce r t i f i ed  m a i l  w i t h  r e t u r n  r ece i p t  r eq u es t ed .   T h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  r e t u r n ed  m y 

m a i l  b ecau s e  n o  o n e  w o u l d  s i gn  f o r  i t  w h en  i t  r e ach ed  i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  

w h e r ev e r  t h a t  h ap p en ed  t o  b e .   T h e  r u b b e r  s t am p s  o n  t h e  en v e l o p e  

i n d i ca t ed  i t  h ad  b ee n  t h r o u gh  a t  l e a s t  t w o  s t a t i o n s ,  w h i ch  co n f i r m ed  m y 

s u s p i c i o n s .   Becau s e  I  co u l d  n o t  r e ach  h e r  d i r ec t l y ,  I  s t o p p ed  t h e  

p aym en t s .   I f  s h e  h ad  s i gn ed  f o r  t h e  l e t t e r  an d  o p en ed  i t  s h e  w o u l d  h av e  

s een  a  n o t e  a s k i n g  h e r  t o  r ev ea l  h e r  ad d r e s s .   N ev e r ,  w as  t h e  t h o u gh t  i n  

m y h ead  t o  t r y  t o  ch ea t  t h e  s ys t em  b y n o t  p ayi n g  ch i l d  s u p p o r t .   I  h ad  

p a i d  w h en  m o n ey w as  d e s p e r a t e l y n eed ed  t o  m ak e  en d s  m ee t  w i t h  m y 

cu r r en t  f am i l y.   I  d i d  n o t  m i n d  g i v i n g  t h e  m o n ey f o r  m y d au gh t e r ’ s  s ak e ;  

n o t  b ecau s e  o f  t h e  l aw ,  b u t  o u t  o f  a  s en s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .   

N o w ,  a f t e r  f i v e  yea r s  s h e  h ad  co m e  o u t  o f  t h e  w o o d w o r k  an d  w an t ed  t h e  

m o n ey.  

 P ayi n g  t h e  d eb t  o f  f i v e  yea r s  o f  b ack  ch i l d  s u p p o r t  w as  n o t  a  

p r o b l em ,  b u t  p ayi n g  a  s e r i o u s  i n c r ea s e ,  w as ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  w an t ed  a  

d ec r ea s e  i n  t h e  am o u n t  o f  t h e  p aym en t .     T h e  d ec r ea s e  w o u l d  a l l o w  m e  t o  

s ee  m y d au gh t e r  w h o m  I  h ad  n o t  s een  f o r  a  n u m b er  o f  yea r s .   A l s o ,  w e  

s t r o n g l y d e s i r ed  t h e  t ax  co n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  m y d au gh t e r .   La s t l y ,  w e  

w an t ed  t h e  j u d ge  t o  r u l e  g i v i n g  m y cu r r en t  f am i l y p r i m a r y co n s i d e r a t i o n .  

 N i ck ee  an d  I  h i t  t h e  p r o b l em  h ead - o n  b y t ak i n g  t h e  w h o l e  a f f a i r  t o  

t h e  t h r o n e  r o o m  o f  G o d .   W e  r em em b er ed  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  i n  Is a i ah  5 4 : 1 7 ,  

“ N o  w eap o n  t h a t  i s  f o r m ed  aga i n s t  t h ee  s h a l l  p r o s p e r ;  an d  ev e r y t o n gu e  

t h a t  s h a l l  r i s e  aga i n s t  t h ee  i n  j u d gem en t  yo u  s h a l l  co n d em n .   T h i s  i s  t h e  

h e r i t age  o f  t h e  s e r v an t s  o f  t h e  Lo r d ,  an d  t h e i r  r i gh t eo u s n es s  i s  o f  m e ,  

s a i t h  t h e  Lo r d . ”   W e  a l s o  r em em b er ed  H eb r ew s  4 : 1 5 &1 6 ,  “Fo r  w e  h av e  
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n o t  an  h i gh  p r i e s t  w h i ch  can n o t  b e  t o u ch ed  w i t h  t h e  f ee l i n g  o f  o u r  

i n f i r m i t i e s ;  b u t  w as  i n  a l l  p o i n t s  t em p t ed  l i k e  a s  w e  a r e ,  y e t  w i t h o u t  s i n .   

Le t  u s  t h e r e f o r e  co m e  b o l d y u n t o  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  g r ace ,  t h a t  w e  m ay o b t a i n  

m er cy,  an d  f i n d  g r ace  t o  h e l p  i n  t i m e  o f  n eed . ”    O n e  n i gh t  w e  s a t  p r ayi n g  

b o t h  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  an d  i n  o u r  o w n  u n d e r s t an d i n g .   D u r i n g  p r aye r ,  N i ck ee  

s a i d  s h e  h ad  a  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Lo r d  b eh i n d  t h e  ch a i r  o f  t h e  j u d ge .   T h e  

v i s i o n  m ean t  t h a t  G o d  w as  i n  co n t r o l  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .   W e  p r a i s ed  an d  

t h an k ed  G o d  f o r  H i s  g r ace  an d  h e l p ;  t h e  f e a r  w as  v an q u i s h ed .   La t e r ,  w e  

l e a r n ed  f r o m  o u r  a t t o r n ey t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  j u d ge  i n  o u r  c a s e  w as  n o n e  

o t h e r  t h an  o n e  a f f ec t i o n a t e l y k n o w n  a s  “ t h e  h an g i n g  j u d ge . ”   H e  j u d ged  

d o m es t i c  c a s e s ,  an d  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  I  k n ew  w h o  h ad  b een  b e f o r e  h i m  an d  

w a l k ed  aw ay b l eed i n g ,  s o - t o - s p eak ,  b ecau s e  o f  h i s  j u d gem en t s .    

 T h e  a t t o r n ey w as  ab l e  t o  s ecu r e  a  n ew  co u r t  d a t e  f o r  u s .   W h a t  w e r e  

w e  t o  d o  d u r i n g  t h e  w a i t ?   N i ck ee  an d  I  co n t i n u ed  t o  p r ay ev e r y d ay.   W e  

p r ayed  w h en  w e  w e r e  t o ge t h e r  an d  w h en  w e  w e r e  ap a r t .   W h en  w e  p r ayed  

w e  d i d  n o t  w a i l  an d  c r y b egg i n g  G o d  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  i n  o u r  b eh a l f .   

R a t h e r ,  w e  gav e  t h an k s  t o  G o d  b ecau s e  H e  h ad  a l r ead y s h o w n  u s  H e  w as  

i n  co n t r o l .  

 I  b egan  t o  f a s t .   E v e r y m o r n i n g  I  w o u l d  d ec l a r e  a  f a s t  t o  t h e  Lo r d .   

I  ch o s e  Is a i ah  5 8  f o r  m y f o u n d a t i o n  s c r i p t u r e .   T h e  f a s t  w as  d ec l a r ed  i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m an n e r :   “Lo r d ,  I  d ec l a r e  a  f a s t  t h i s  d ay u n t i l  n o o n  i n  

J e s u s ’  N am e .   T u r n  m e  t o  s ee  a  b e t t e r  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  yo u r s e l f .   U s e  m e  a s  a  

m agn i f yi n g  g l a s s  t o  b u r n  o u t  i n i q u i t y an d  w i ck ed n es s .   T h an k  yo u  f o r  

l e t t i n g  m e  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  yo u r  s u cce s s .    A m en . ”   In  m y s p i r i t ,  m y m i n d ’ s  

eye  a s  s o m e  w o u l d  s ay,  I  s aw  t h e  p r o b l em  r ep r e s en t ed  b y a  s i x  f o o t  cu b e  

o f  s t e e l .   T h e  b l o ck  s a t  b e f o r e  m e .   I  f a s t ed  ev e r y d ay  u n t i l  ab o u t  t h r ee  

d ays  b e f o r e  t h e  co u r t  d a t e .  

 E ach  m o r n i n g  a f t e r  r i s i n g ,  I  w o u l d  p r a i s e  G o d  f o r  h i s  s u cce s s e s .   A  

m en t a l  r e a f f i r m a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  m ad e  b y m e  o f  t h e  f a s t s  an d  t h e i r  i m p ac t ,  

an d  each  t i m e  I  s en s ed  p r e s s u r e  b e t w een  m e  an d  t h e  b l o ck  o f  s t e e l .   T h i s  
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m o r n i n g  w as  d i f f e r en t :   I  s en s ed  a  l e s s en i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e !   I  m ad e  

m en t a l  i n v en t o r y o f  m y s p i r i t u a l  s i t u a t i o n .   H ad  I  b ack ed  o f f  m y s t an ce ,  

o r  h ad  I  s p o k en  an yt h i n g  o t h e r  t h an  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d ?   W h a t  w as  

h ap p en i n g?   I f  I  h ad  n o t  m o v ed ,  t h e  b l o ck  m u s t  h av e .   T r u l y,  f a i t h  f o r ced  

t h e  b l o ck  o f  s t e e l  aw ay f r o m  m e  t h a t  m ean t  t h e  t i t l e  d eed  t o  t h i s  v i c t o r y 

w as  o u r s .  

 T h e  d ay o f  o u r  co u r t  h ea r i n g  a r r i v ed .   W e  d i d  n o t  h av e  t o  b e  i n  

co u r t  b ecau s e  o u r  a t t o r n ey w o u l d  n ego t i a t e  f o r  u s .   S ev e r a l  h o u r s  l a t e r ,  

h e  c a l l ed  u s  an d  a s k ed  u s  t o  co m e  t o  h i s  o f f i c e .   A f t e r  w e  a r r i v ed ,  w e  

l e a r n ed  t h e  o u t co m e  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g .  

 W e w er e  g i v en  a  co p y o f  t h e  “C o u r t  o f  J o u r n a l  E n t r y”  t o  r e ad .   T h e  

a t t o r n ey b egan  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  o u t co m es  o f  t h e  h ea r i n g .   T h e  j u d ge  r u l ed  i n  

o u r  f av o r  g i v i n g  u s  p r i m a r y co n s i d e r a t i o n ,  d u e  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m y 

e x - w i f e  w as  s ev e r a l  s t a t e s  aw ay.   N ex t ,  t h e  j u d ge  l o w er ed  t h e  am o u n t  o f  

t h e  ch i l d  s u p p o r t  t o  d e f r ay t h e  co s t s  o f  b r i n g i n g  m y d au gh t e r  i n  f o r  a  

v i s i t .   A l a s ,  w e  w e r e  n o t  t o  r e ce i v e  t h e  t ax  co n s i d e r a t i o n ;  h o w ev e r ,  

N i ck ee  an d  I  r e j o i ced  b ecau s e  w e  w e r e  s ee i n g  a  p h ys i ca l  m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  w o r k  o f  G o d .  

 A  f ew  d ays  l a t e r ,  I  s a t  an d  r ead  t h e  co u r t  d o cu m en t ;  i t  co n t a i n ed  a  

s t a r t l i n g  p i ece  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w h i ch  i f  t r u e ,  w o u l d  g i v e  u s  ev e r yt h i n g  w e  

a s k ed .   M y ex - w i f e  w as  g i v en  a  f ew  d ays  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  co u r t ’ s  

d ec i s i o n .   I f  s h e  d i d  n o t  r e s p o n d  w i t h i n  t h e  n u m b er  o f  d ays  s p ec i f i ed  b y 

t h e  co u r t  t h e  ch i l d  s u p p o r t  w o u l d  b e  f u r t h e r  r ed u ced  b y $ 5 0 . 0 0 ;  t h u s ,  

g i v i n g  u s  t w o  r ed u c t i o n s !   Becau s e  t h e  co u r t  s ys t em  i s  s l o w  s h e  d i d  n o t  

r e ce i v e  t h e  d o cu m en t s  i n  t i m e  t o  r e s p o n d ;  t h e  co u r t  aw a r d ed  u s  t h e  

r ed u c t i o n  b y d e f au l t .   Fu r t h e r ,  w e  a l s o  r ece i v ed  t h e  t ax  ad v an t age  

b ecau s e  o f  t h e  w o r d  “ s h a l l ”  i n  t h e  b o d y o f  t h e  t ex t .   I  s p o k e  t o  o u r  

a t t o r n ey ab o u t  m y f i n d i n gs ,  an d  h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  ge t  e i t h e r  a  

r ed u c t i o n  i n  t h e  am o u n t  o f  ch i l d  s u p p o r t  p aym en t s ,  o r  t h e  t ax  ad v an t age ,  

n o t  b o t h .   W h en  I  a s k ed  h i m  i f  t h e  w o r d  “ s h a l l ”  m ean s  “d e t e r m i n a t i o n ”  o r  
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“ i n ev i t ab i l i t y”  h e  s a i d ,  ye s .   I  s t a t ed  t h a t  b a s ed  o n  t h e  w o r d i n g  i n  t h e  

d o cu m en t  w e  n o t  o n l y r ece i v ed  a  r ed u c t i o n  i n  ch i l d  s u p p o r t ,  b u t  t h e  t ax  

ad v an t age  a s  w e l l .   T h e  a t t o r n ey d r o p p ed  h i s  h ead  an d  s a i d ,  “Y es . ”   W e  

h ad  w o n !   P e r h ap s ,  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  t h e  d o cu m en t  d i d  n o t  f u l l y  u n d e r s t an d  

t e ch n i ca l  t e r m i n o l o gy;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  co u r t  gav e  u s  t h e  r ed u c t i o n  an d  t ax  

ad v an t age .   I  co u l d  h a r d l y w a i t  t o  ge t  h o m e  t o  t e l l  N i ck ee .  

 I  b u r s t  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e  w i t h  t h e  n ew s .   N i ck ee  an d  I  r e j o i ced  an d  

t h an k ed  G o d .   T h e  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  Lo r d  m an i f e s t ed  t h e  an s w er  t o  o u r  p r aye r  

i n  t h e  p h ys i ca l .   I  s aw  m y d au gh t e r ,  w e  p a i d  t h e  ch i l d  s u p p o r t  p aym en t s  

a cco r d i n g  t o  s ch ed u l e ,  an d  t h e  co u r t  c l o s ed  t h e  ca s e .  

 P r o v e r b s  1 6 : 7  s ays ,  “W h en  a  m an ’ s  w ay p l ea s e  t h e  Lo r d ,  h e  m ak e t h  

ev en  h i s  en em i e s  t o  b e  a t  p eace  w i t h  h i m . ”  

  T h e  k ey t o  t h e  s u cce s s  i n  t h i s  s cen a r i o  i s  t h a t  co m p l e t e  r e l i an ce  m u s t  b e  

o n  t h e  Lo r d .   S eco n d  P e t e r  1 : 2 - 4  s ays ,  “G r ace  an d  p eace  b e  m u l t i p l i ed  

u n t o  yo u  t h r o u gh  t h e  k n o w l ed ge  o f  G o d ,  an d  J e s u s  o u r  Lo r d ,  a cco r d i n g  a s  

h i s  d i v i n e  p o w er  h a t h  g i v en  u n t o  u s  a l l  t h i n gs  t h a t  p er t a i n  t o  l i f e  an d  

go d l i n e s s ,  t h r o u gh  t h e  k n o w l ed ge  o f  h i m  t h a t  h a t h  ca l l ed  u s  t o  g l o r y an d  

v i r t u e :  w h e r eb y a r e  g i v en  t o  u s  ex ceed i n g  g r ea t  an d  p r ec i o u s  p r o m i s e s :  

t h a t  b y t h e s e  ye  m i gh t  b e  p a r t ak e r s  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  n a t u r e ,  h av i n g  e s cap ed  

t h e  co r r u p t i o n  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u gh  l u s t . ”   W e  s i m p l y acce s s ed  t h e  

p r o m i s e s  b y ap p l yi n g  f a i t h  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .   A l s o ,  t h e  Lo r d  i n  S eco n d  

C h r o n i c l e s  2 0 : 1 7  s t a t ed ,  “Y e  s h a l l  n o t  n eed  t o  f i gh t  i n  t h i s  b a t t l e :  s e t  

yo u r s e l v e s ,  s t an d  ye  s t i l l ,  an d  s ee  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  Lo r d  w i t h  yo u .  .  .  

. ”   T h e  b a t t l e  w as  n o t  o u r s  i t  w as  t h e  Lo r d ’ s  s o  w e  d i d  n o t  m ed d l e  i n  H i s  

b u s i n e s s .    

 I  s t a t ed  i n  an  ea r l i e r  ch ap t e r  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o t h i n g  s p ec i a l ,  n o  

d i f f e r en t  i n  G o d ’ s  eye s  t h an  an y o t h e r .   U s i n g  t h e  f a i t h  o f  G o d  aga i n s t  

t h e  m o u n t a i n  t h a t  s t o o d  b e f o r e  u s  d r ew  t h e  a t t en t i o n  o f  G o d .   A  N ew  

T es t am en t  w r i t e r ,  M ar k ,  s p o k e  i n  ch ap t e r  f i v e ,  v e r s e s  2 5 - 3 4  ab o u t  t h e  

w o m an  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  o f  b l o o d .   H e  q u o t ed  h e r  a s  s ayi n g ,  “ I f  I  m ay b u t  
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t o u ch  h i s  c l o t h e s  I  s h a l l  b e  w h o l e . ”   W h en  t h e  w o m an  t o u ch ed  J e s u s ’  

ga r m en t s ,  H e  p e r ce i v ed  t h a t  v i r t u e ,  o r  p o w er ,  h ad  go n e  o u t  o f  H i m .   T h e  

w o m an ’ s  a c t i o n  o f  f a i t h  c ap t u r ed  t h e  a t t en t i o n  o f  J e s u s  d e s p i t e  t h e  t h r o n g  

p r e s s i n g  i n  o n  H i m ,  an d  H e  t o l d  h e r ,  “G o  i n  p eace  an d  b e  w h o l e  o f  t h y 

p l agu e . ”   H o l d i n g  h i gh  t h e  s h i e l d  o f  G o d ’ s  f a i t h  w as  o u r  an s w er  t o  t h e  

l aw s u i t .   W e  m ay a l l  c ap t u r e  G o d ’ s  a t t en t i o n  w h en  w e  d o  t h e  s am e  t h i n g  

a s  t h e  w o m an ,  h o w  w o u l d  w e  o t h e r w i s e?   A m en .  
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3 0  

A  P A R T IN G  W O R D  

 

 O n e  d ay w h i l e  I  w as  a  b o y,  I  n o t i c ed  a  t i l e  i n  t h e  s h o w er  s t a l l  

co m i n g  aw ay f r o m  t h e  w a l l .   T h e  c r ack ed  g r o u t  w as  f a l l i n g  aw ay b ecau s e  

t h e  t i l e  w as  p u s h i n g  i t  o u t  o f  t h e  w ay.   A s  l i t t l e  b o ys  w i l l  d o  I  w o n d e r ed  

w h a t  w as  go i n g  o n  w i t h  t h e  t i l e .   P u l l i n g  t h e  t i l e  co m p l e t e l y aw ay f r o m  

t h e  w a l l  r ev ea l ed  a  t i n y m o l d ;  a  f l i ck  o f  m y f i n ge r  f a i r l y  v ap o r i z ed  i t .   I  

r ep l aced  t h e  t i l e  an d  l e f t .   I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  l i t t l e  m o l d  

w o u l d  s e r v e ,  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a s  an  o b j ec t  l e s s o n  i n  t h e  f o r ce  o f  f a i t h .  

 In  ch ap t e r  t w en t y - n i n e ,  I  s p o k e  o f  s t an d i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  s i x - f o o t  

s q u a r e  b l o ck  o f  s t e e l ,  a s  I  f a s t ed .   I  s aw  t h e  b l o ck  i n  m y s p i r i t ,  an d  a s  

yo u  m ay r eca l l ,  t h e  b l o ck  r ep r e s en t ed  t h e  l aw s u i t  aga i n s t  m e .   By a l l  

h u m an  s t an d a r d s  t h e  s t e e l  b l o ck  w as  i m m o v ab l e ,  b u t  i t  h ad  m o v ed .   N o w  

I  w o n d e r ed  h o w  m u ch  t h e  b l o ck  w e i gh ed .   W o r k i n g  w i t h  p eo p l e  w h o  

ca l cu l a t e  t h e  w e i gh t s  o f  v a r i o u s  m a t e r i a l s  c an  b e  h an d y;  t h e r e f o r e ,  I  

a s k e d  t h em  w h a t  a  s i x - f o o t  s q u a r e  b l o ck  o f  gen e r i c  s t e e l  w o u l d  w e i gh .   

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  c a l cu l a t i o n s ,  t h e  ex p e r t s  s a i d  t h e  b l o ck  w o u l d  w e i gh  
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j u s t  o v e r  1 1 4 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s !   H o w  m u ch  f o r ce  w o u l d  m o v e  t h e  1 1 4 , 0 0 0  

p o u n d s ?   A  co n s t an t  f o r ce  o f  3 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s ,  o r  2 . 6  p e r cen t  o f  t h e  w e i gh t  

o f  t h e  b l o ck  w o u l d  ea s i l y  m o v e  i t .   I  w en t  o n  t o  a s k  h o w  m u ch  f o r ce  

w o u l d  m o v e  t h e  s am e  w e i gh t  i f  t h e  b l o ck  w e r e  o n  d i r t ,  5 0 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s .   

T h e  an s w er  w as  a  f l a t ,  “N o ! ”   Les s  t h an  1 0 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  f o r ce  co u l d  

m o v e  t h e  w e i gh t  o n  d i r t .   I  s t o o d  am az ed  a f t e r  t h ey t o l d  m e  t h e  an s w er  t o  

m y q u es t i o n .   T h e  f o r ce  o f  f a i t h  r eq u i r ed  t o  m o v e  t h e  b l o ck  w as  

m i n i s cu l e  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  w e i gh t  an d  s i z e  o f  t h e  b l o ck ;  h o w ev e r ,  

f a i t h  m o v ed  t h e  b l o ck .   J e s u s  s a i d  i n  Lu k e  1 7 : 6 ,  “ I f  ye  h av e  f a i t h  a s  a  

gr a i n  o f  m u s t a r d  s eed ,  ye  m i gh t  s ay u n t o  t h i s  s ycam i n e  t r e e ,  Be  t h o u  

p l u ck ed  u p  b y t h e  r o o t ,  an d  b e  t h o u  p l an t ed  i n  t h e  s ea ;  an d  i t  s h o u l d  o b ey 

yo u . ”   I  l e a r n ed  t h a t  t h e  am o u n t  o f  f a i t h  i s  n o t  a s  i m p o r t an t  a s  w h a t  w e  

d o  w i t h  i t .  

 O n e  m ay a s k ,  “H o w  d o es  f a i t h  w o r k  w h en  ap p l i ed  t o  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  

m y l i f e ? ”   

 “V er y w e l l . ”  A n o t h e r  j o k i n g l y r e s p o n d s .    

 W h a t  i s  i m p o r t an t  i s  n o t  h o w  f a i t h  w o r k s ,  r a t h e r ,  w h a t  w o r k s  f a i t h ?   

A ga i n ,  I  r e ca l l ed  t h e  m o l d  b eh i n d  t h e  t i l e .   T h e  m o l d  s eem ed  w eak ,  j u s t  

l i k e  u s .   W h e r e  d i d  t h e  m o l d ’ s  s t r en g t h  l i e  t h a t  s ep a r a t ed  t h e  g l u e ,  b r o k e  

t h e  g r o u t ,  an d  m o v ed  t h e  t i l e ?   V e r y s i m p l y,  t h e  m o l d ’ s  s t r en g t h  l ay i n  i t s  

p e r s i s t en ce .   T h e  t i l e  t h a t  p r ev en t ed  t h e  m o l d ’ s  g r o w t h  h ad  t o  b e  r em o v ed  

f o r  i t  t o  g r o w .   S i t u a t i o n s  an d  p r o b l em s ,  r ep r e s en t ed  a s  t i l e s  i n  p eo p l e ’ s  

l i v e  c an  s t o p  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h  u n l e s s  t h ey t ak e  ac t i o n  b y u s i n g  f a i t h .   

W h a t  p r i n c i p a l l y  w o r k s  f a i t h  i s  l o v e ,  an d  p r a i s i n g  G o d  i n  ad v an ce  f o r  t h e  

m an i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  an s w er ,  d em o n s t r a t e s  t h e  ap p l i c a t i o n  o f  f a i t h  t o  an y 

s i t u a t i o n .   In  G al a t i an s  5 : 6  w e  r ead ,  “Fo r  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  n e i t h e r  

c i r cu m c i s i o n  av a i l e t h  an yt h i n g ,  n o r  u n c i r cu m c i s i o n ;  b u t  f a i t h  w h i ch  

w o r k e t h  b y l o v e . ”   J u s t  a s  t h e  m o l d  ap p l i ed  co n s t an t  f o r ce  aga i n s t  t h e  t i l e  

t o  m o v e  i t ,  s o  w as  t h e  co n s t an t  f o r ce  o f  f a i t h  ap p l i ed  t o  t h e  b l o ck  I  

m en t i o n ed  ea r l i e r  t h a t  m o v ed  i t .   Fa i t h ’ s  f o r ce  r em a i n ed  co n s t an t l y f u e l ed  
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b y g i v i n g  p r a i s e s  t o  G o d .   W h en  w e  u s e  f a i t h ,  w e  w i l l  l a ck  n o t h i n g  t h a t  

p e r t a i n s  t o  l i f e  an d  go d l i n e s s ;  h o w ev e r ,  u n b e l i e f  t h w ar t s  f a i t h ’ s  p u r p o s e .  

 P eo p l e  h av e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  m a t t e r  w h a t  t h ey t h i n k  i n  t h e i r  

h ead  a s  l o n g  a s  t h ey b e l i ev e  i n  t h e i r  h ea r t .   J am es  v e r y c l ea r l y ad d r e s s e s  

t h e  t o p i c  o f  h ead  t h i n k i n g  v e r s u s  h ea r t  b e l i ev i n g  i n  ch ap t e r  o n e  v e r s e s  

s i x  t h r o u gh  e i gh t ,  “Bu t  l e t  h i m  a s k  i n  f a i t h ,  n o t h i n g  w av e r i n g .   Fo r  h e  

t h a t  w av e r e t h  i s  l i k e  a  w av e  o f  t h e  s ea  d r i v en  w i t h  t h e  w i n d  an d  t o s s ed .   

Fo r  l e t  n o t  t h a t  m an  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  s h a l l  r e ce i v e  an yt h i n g  o f  t h e  Lo r d .   A  

d o u b l e  m i n d ed  m an  i s  u n s t ab l e  i n  a l l  h i s  w ays . ”  H ea r t s  an d  h ead s  m u s t  

w o r k  i n  u n i s o n .   C e r t a i n l y,  t h o u gh t s  o f  d o u b t  an d  u n b e l i e f  w i l l  f l y  

t h r o u gh  o u r  m i n d s ,  b u t  w e  s h o u l d  t r e a t  t h em  l i k e  u n w an t ed  gu es t s  an d  

k i ck  t h em  o u t .   I f  o u r  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  e a t ,  s o - t o - s p eak ,  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  f a i t h ,  

t h en  w e  w i l l  a t  a l l  co s t s  s eek  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  t h o u gh t  l i f e  c en t e r ed  o n  t h e  

W o r d  an d  n o t  t h e  c i r cu m s t an ces .   W e  can  ca s t  d o w n  i m ag i n a t i o n s  an d  

ev e r y h i gh  t h i n g  t h a t  ex a l t  i t s e l f  aga i n s t  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  G o d .   A n y t h i n g  

t h a t  co m es  t o  u s  s u ch  a s  d o u b t  o r  u n b e l i e f  ex a l t s ,  o r  a t t em p t s  t o  ex a l t  

i t s e l f ,  a s  b e i n g  h i gh e r  t h an  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  G o d .   S i n ce r e l y,  n o  o n e  n eed s  a  

b i l l b o a r d  s i gn  t o  s ee  t h e  d i f f e r en ce  b e t w een  b e i n g  i n ,  o r  n o t  b e i n g  i n ,  

a l i gn m en t  w i t h  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .  

 A ccep t i n g  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  t h e  S o n  o f  G o d ,  an d  co n f e s s i n g  

w i t h  o u r  m o u t h s  t h e  Lo r d  J e s u s ,  s av ed  u s  f r o m  d am n a t i o n .   O u r  s p i r i t s  

b ecam e  s av ed ,  n o t  o u r  s o u l s .   S o m e  s ay o u r  s o u l s  a r e  s av ed  d ay b y d ay,  

b u t  ex ac t l y  h o w  i s  o u r  s o u l  s av ed ?   T h e  w o r k  o f  f a i t h  s av es  o u r  s o u l s .   In  

I  P e t e r  1 : 9 ,  w e  m ay r ead  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a r t l i n g  r ev e l a t i o n ,  “R ece i v i n g  

t h e  en d  o f  yo u r  f a i t h  e v e n  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  yo u r  s o u l s . ”   Fa i t h  m u s t  b e  

ac t i v e l y ap p l i ed  t o  t h e  c i r cu m s t an ces  w e  en co u n t e r  i n  o u r  l i f e  h e r e  o n  

ea r t h .   W e  can  n o t  s i m p l y s ay w e  h av e  f a i t h  ye t  d o  n o t h i n g  w i t h  i t .   T h e  

p o s s e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h  d em an d s  ac t i o n ,  an d  i t  m u s t  b e  u s ed  co n s t an t l y.  T h e  

w r i t e r  o f  H eb r ew s  1 1 : 6  s t a t e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  “Bu t  w i t h o u t  f a i t h  i t  i s  

i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p l ea s e  h i m .  .  .  . ”   W e  can  n o t  p l ea s e  t h e  Lo r d  i f  w e  d o  n o t  
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h av e  an d  u s e  f a i t h .   I f  w e  h av e  f a i t h  w e  w i l l  u s e  i t  an d  l o o k  f o r  p l ace s  t o  

ap p l y i t .    

 T h e  Lo r d  J e s u s  i s  e a s i l y  t o u ch ed  b y o u r  i n f i r m i t i e s ,  b u t  i s  

co n s t r a i n ed  t o  d o  n o t h i n g  u n t i l  w e  t o u ch  H i m  w i t h  f a i t h .   T h e  w r i t e r  o f  

H eb r ew s  s t a t e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  ch ap t e r  f o u r ,  v e r s e s  f i f t e en  an d  s i x t een ,  

“Fo r  w e  h av e  n o t  an  h i gh  p r i e s t  w h i ch  can n o t  b e  t o u ch ed  w i t h  t h e  f e e l i n g  

o f  o u r  i n f i r m i t i e s ;  b u t  w as  i n  a l l  p o i n t s  t em p t ed  l i k e  a s  w e  a r e ,  ye t  

w i t h o u t  s i n .   Le t  u s  t h e r e f o r e  co m e  b o l d l y u n t o  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  g r ace  t h a t  

w e  m ay o b t a i n  m er cy,  an d  f i n d  g r ace  t o  h e l p  i n  t i m e  o f  n eed . ”   J e s u s  u s ed  

f a i t h  ev e r yw h e r e  H e  w en t  w i t h  w h o m ev e r  H e  m e t ,  an d  h a s  s een  

ev e r yt h i n g  i m ag i n ab l e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  H e  i s  s en s i t i v e  an d  co m p as s i o n a t e .   

W h en  w e  n eed  s o m e t h i n g  w e  go  b o l d l y t o  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  g r ace ;  w e  d o  n o t  

a c t  a s  i f  s o m eo n e  w o u l d  b ea t  u s  i f  w e  s p o k e .   T h e  t h r o n e  o f  g r ace  i s  t h e  

p l ace  t o  r e ce i v e  u n m er i t ed  f av o r  f r o m  t h e  s o v e r e i gn  Lo r d  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e .   

V e r y o f t en  w e  ex p e r i en ce  h i t  an d  m i s s  t h e  g r ace  o f  t h e  Lo r d  an d  d o  n o t  

u n d e r s t an d  w h y.   W a l k i n g  co n t i n u a l l y i n  t h e  g r ace  o f  G o d  i s  co n t i n gen t  

u p o n  o u r  u s e  o f  f a i t h .   R o m an s  5 : 1 - 2  s ays ,  “T h e r e f o r e  b e i n g  j u s t i f i ed  b y 

f a i t h  w e  h av e  p eace  w i t h  G o d  t h r o u gh  o u r  Lo r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t :  By w h o m  

a l s o  w e  h a ve  a cce s s  b y  f a i t h  i n t o  t h i s  g r a ce  w h er e i n  w e  s t a n d ,  [ em p h as i s  

m i n e ]  an d  r e j o i ce  i n  h o p e  o f  t h e  g l o r y o f  G o d . ”   G o d ’ s  W o r d  p l a i n l y 

s p eak s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :   f a i t h  a cce s s e s  t h e  g r ace  o f  G o d .    

 W h e r e  d o  w e  ge t  t h e  f a i t h  t o  m o v e  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  i n  o u r  l i v e s ?   P au l  

t h e  ap o s t l e ,  s p o k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  R o m an s  1 2 : 3 ,  “Fo r  I  s ay t h r o u gh  t h e  

gr ace  g i v en  u n t o  m e ,  t o  ev e r y m an  t h a t  i s  am o n g  yo u ,  n o t  t o  t h i n k  o f  

h i m s e l f  m o r e  h i gh l y t h an  h e  o u gh t  t o  t h i n k ;  b u t  G o d  h a t h  d ea l t  t o  ev e r y 

m an  t h e  [ em p h as i s  m i n e ]  m eas u r e  o f  f a i t h . ”   T h e  f a i t h  g i v en  b y t h e  Lo r d  

t o  H i s  ch i l d r en  i s  eq u a l  i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  t h a t  i s ,  s am e  f a i t h ,  an d  s am e  

s i z e .   T h e  f a i t h  w e  n o w  h av e  i s  n o t  d i f f e r en t  t h an  t h e  f a i t h  Fa t h e r  u s ed  t o  

b r i n g  t h e  w o r l d  i n t o  ex i s t en ce .   T h e  d i s c i p l e s ,  a s  r e co r d ed  i n  Lu k e  1 7 : 5 -

6 ,  a s k ed  J e s u s  t o  i n c r ea s e  t h e i r  f a i t h .   T h e  d i s c i p l e s  h ad  t o  h av e  r ea l i z ed  
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t h ey h ad  s o m e  f a i t h ,  b u t  t h ey w an t ed  m o r e ,  an  i n c r ea s e .   J e s u s ’  r e s p o n s e  

i n  v e r s e  s i x  w as ,  “ .  .  . I f  ye  h ad  f a i t h  a s  a  g r a i n  o f  m u s t a r d  s eed ,  ye  m i gh t  

s ay u n t o  t h i s  s ycam i n e  t r e e ,  Be  t h o u  p l u ck ed  u p  b y t h e  r o o t ,  an d  b e  t h o u  

p l an t ed  i n  t h e  s ea ;  an d  i t  s h o u l d  o b ey yo u . ”   J e s u s  w as  s i m p l y t e l l i n g  t h e  

d i s c i p l e s  t o  u s e  w h a t  t h ey h ad .   V e r y o f t e n  w e  w an t  m o r e  f a i t h  w h en  w e  

h av e  n o t  u s ed  w h a t  w e  h av e .   A  g r a i n  o f  m u s t a r d  s eed  i s  n o t  v e r y l a r ge ,  

ye t  J e s u s  l i k en s  f a i t h  t o  i t .   I f  w e  co n t i n u a l l y u s e  m u s t a r d  s eed  f a i t h  an d  

ga r n e r  r e s u l t s ,  f a i t h  w i l l  g r o w ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  d o  n o t  n eed  t o  a s k  f o r  an  

i n c r ea s e .   W e  d o  n o t  n eed  an  i n c r ea s e  i n  f a i t h  a s  m u ch  a s  w e  n eed  t o  u s e  

w h a t  w e  h av e .   C o n f i d en ce ,  o r  t r u s t  t h a t  f a i t h  w o r k s ,  g r o w s  i n  f a i t h  w h en  

f a i t h  i s  u s ed ,  an d  t h e  co n f i d en ce  w e  h av e  l e ad s  u s  t o  g r ea t e r  ap p l i c a t i o n s  

o f  f a i t h .  

 T h e  Lo r d  g i v e s  a  r e i n f o r cem en t  o f  f a i t h  t o  m ee t  e ach  s i t u a t i o n  o f  

l i f e .   T h e  ap o s t l e  P au l  w r o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  R o m an s  1 0 : 1 7 ,  “S o  t h en  

f a i t h  co m e t h  b y h ea r i n g ,  an d  h ea r i n g  b y t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d . ”   W e  m ay r ead  

t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  b u t  n o t  u n d e r s t an d  i t .   W e  d r aw  s t r en g t h  f r o m  t h e  W o r d  

o f  G o d  w h en  w e  u n d e r s t an d  w h a t  i t  i s  s ayi n g  t o  u s ;  t h a t  i s ,  i t  s p eak s  t o  

u s .   A  c l ea r  ex am p l e  o f  t h e  W o r d  s p eak i n g  t o  s o m eo n e  i s  f o u n d  i n  

M a t t h ew  ch ap t e r  f o u r t een  w h e r e  J e s u s  w as  w a l k i n g  o n  t h e  w a t e r  t o w ar d  

t h e  b o a t  t h a t  h e l d  t h e  d i s c i p l e s .   P e t e r ,  u p o n  s ee i n g  J e s u s ,  a s k ed  t h a t  i f  i t  

b e  J e s u s  t h a t  J e s u s  w o u l d  b i d  h i m  co m e  t o  H i m .   J e s u s  s a i d  f o r  P e t e r  t o  

co m e  t o  H i m ,  an d  s p o k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  “Be  o f  go o d  ch ee r ;  i t  i s  I ;  b e  n o t  

a f r a i d . ”   P e t e r  i m m ed i a t e l y c l i m b ed  o u t  o f  t h e  b o a t  an d  m ad e  h i s  w ay t o  

J e s u s .   P e t e r ,  u p o n  h ea r i n g  t h e  W o r d  s p o k en  t o  h i m  ac t ed  i m m ed i a t e l y.   

A n o t h e r  ex am p l e  o f  h ea r i n g  t h e  W o r d  t h a t  w i l l  m o v e  a  p e r s o n  t o  a c t i o n  i s  

w h en  t h e  W o r d  i s  r e ad  an d  t h e  w o r d s  s eem  t o  f a i r l y  l e ap  o f f  t h e  p age .   A n  

a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  f a i t h  i s  p r e s en t  t o  m ee t  t h e  n eed  i s  t h e  ex c l am a t i o n ,  

“M an ,  n o w  t h a t  s p eak s  t o  m e ! ”   Fa t h e r  i m m ed i a t e l y r e s p o n d s  t o  an  ac t  o f  

f a i t h .  
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 W e  can  n o t  p u t  f a i t h  i n  a  c l o s e t  f o r  u s e  a t  a  l a t e r  t i m e .   Be i n g  

i n s t an t  i n  an d  o u t  o f  s ea s o n ;  t h a t  i s ,  b e i n g  r ead y a t  a l l  t i m es ,  i s  d u e  t o  

l i v i n g  i n  f a i t h .   F a i t h  an s w er s  t h e  d o o r  w h en  p r o b l em s  o f  l i f e  k n o ck .   

A c t i v e  f a i t h  a f f o r d s  u s  t h e  co n f i d en ce  t h a t  w h en  w e  s t ep  o u t  e ach  d ay 

i n t o  t h e  s t r e am s  o f  l i f e  w e  a r e  t i gh t  an d  p o l i s h ed ,  an d  h o l d  t h e  s h i e l d  o f  

f a i t h  h i gh  f o r  a l l  t o  s ee .  

 T o  w a l k  i n  t h e  f a i t h  o f  G o d  i s  t o  w a l k  i n  ab u n d an ce ,  an d    

a t t em p t i n g  t o  d o  t h i n gs  o u r  w ay l e ad s  t o  f a i l u r e .   Fa i t h  i s  t h e  co r n e r s t o n e  

o f  w i s d o m ,  an d  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  G o d  i s  f o o l i s h n es s  t o  m en .   T h e  

f o o l i s h n es s  o f  m en  s ays  t h a t  f a i t h  i s  s t u p i d  b ecau s e  t h ey can  n o t  s ee  i t ,  

b u t  t h e  r i gh t eo u s  w h o  co n t i n u a l l y u s e  f a i t h  h av e  en t e r ed  i n t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  

G o d .   P eo p l e  o f  f a i t h  w i l l  n o t  s eek  t h e i r  o w n  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r o b l em s  

t h ey f ace ;  t h ey w i l l  l i v e  t h e  f a i t h  o f  J e s u s  w h o  n ev e r  a c t ed  o u t  o f  

an yt h i n g  b u t  f a i t h .  

 D ea r  r e ad e r ,  b e  b l e s s ed  b eyo n d  m eas u r e  b y G o d  o u r  Fa t h e r  t h r o u gh  

t h e  k n o w l ed ge  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o u r  Lo r d .   M ay t h e  H o l y S p i r i t  a s s i s t  yo u  

a t  ev e r y t u r n  t o  d ea l  w i t h  ev e r y s i t u a t i o n  o f  l i f e ?   Be  b l e s s ed  i n  yo u r  

go i n g  o u t ,  co m i n g  i n ,  w h en  yo u  r i s e  an d  w h en  yo u  s i t .   M ay t h e  W o r d  o f  

t h e  Lo r d  b e  co n t i n u a l l y u p o n  yo u r  l i p s ,  m ay yo u  h o l d  t h e  s h i e l d  o f  f a i t h  

h i gh ,  an d  t h e  Lo r d  w i l l  k eep  yo u  u n t i l  H i s  r e t u r n .   A m en .  

  

 


